
Implementing our SEND Strategy: Resource Base/ Access Centre Review 

Frequently Asked Questions from engagement events 

 

We will be adding new questions as the engagement process continues. It may take a few 

working days between submitting questions for the answers to be published online. 

 

Questions from 16th September 

 How has this event been publicised? Schools have not passed on communication 

about these engagement events. The meetings should be advertised directly to 

parents. 

All schools were contacted 2 weeks ago and were asked to pass on invites for these 

events. We have contacted the schools again to get their re-assurance that this has 

been done. 

 

 This affects the whole school community, should invites have gone to all parents, not 

just resource base parents? 

As this is an engagement event we are able to target a specific audience, in this case 

it’s been current Resource Base/Access Centre parents/carers. We have also made 

key professional services supporting the Bases aware so that they can also attend 

events. If the planned consultation goes ahead it will involve the whole community. 

 

 How much influence do we have at this stage? Is it foregone? 

This is your opportunity to influence how we move forward. Your feedback will be 

passed onto Executive Members of South Glos Council to make a decision whether 

to undertake a full consultation after the engagement process is complete. 

 

 The timeline for this needs to be clearer. How will this affect those in current 

provision? Will they be moved or changed? 

The timeline is included at the end of the presentation. Nobody is being moved, any 

proposed changes will not affect current pupils in Resource Bases or Access Centres 

 

 Some of these proposals mean changing what resource bases are dealing with e.g. 

Charborough Road, are they geared up and prepared for these changes? They are 

not experts in ASD 

Most of our RB’s have been adjusting to these changes over the past few years and 

evolving to meet the changing needs of the pupil within those RB/AC’s.  

The Local Authority will work with School Leaders/staff across the local area to 

ensure that the workforce has the skill set to meet the needs of the pupils. 

 

 How much influence does South Gloucestershire Council have on school format?  

The Local Authority have limited influence over schools other than ensuring that they 

meet their statutory responsibilities for SEND.  This is done via the Governing Body 

when necessary. However, Schools within South Gloucestershire have positive 

relationships with the Local Authority and have a strong commitment of working 

together in partnership with the LA. 

 



 Is the funding for each child now being spent on other children or still on the child it 

should be? 

All money which is assigned to an Education Health and Care plan should be spent 

on that individual child. 

 

Questions from 23rd September 

 

 What should resource bases actually look like? How often should children be in the 
base and how often in the main school? 
A Resource Base (RB) is for learners with a high level of special educational need that access 
a mainstream school and can access most of the curriculum. The time a student’s spends in 

mainstream can vary.  Some students spend very little or no time, whilst others might 
spend one or two lessons a day in the RB. This depends on each individual child. 

 The proposal to change Chipping Sodbury is counterintuitive to government 
recommendations and seems counterintuitive when we already have good outcomes. 
Are the reasons for this change really equitable or is it down to funding? 
The outcomes at Chipping Sodbury are good. The reason for bringing forward these 
proposals is not primarily down to funding. In fact, if implemented the proposals 
would involve an increase in overall numbers. However, the proposals do involve a 
change in designation of some of the Provisions to better meet the needs of future 
students in the local area.  
How will care at Chipping Sodbury be different with the new plan? How will it affect 
my child? 
Any pupil currently at Chipping Sodbury will not be impacted by any proposal which 
results from this engagement process or associated potential consultation. 

 What does inclusion actually mean? 
Inclusion is about equal opportunities for all pupils. Pupils should all be included 
regardless of their age, gender, ethnicity, attainment and background. It gives 
attention and concentration to all pupils regardless of need. 

 What are the proposed changes? 
Our proposals were presented to the schools forum and can be found at the following 
link: 
https://www.southglos.gov.uk//documents/Schools-Forum-Minutes-18-July-19.pdf 

 What can be done to improve SEN support? 
We are currently piloting a new approach to delivering SEN support in mainstream 
schools which involves clusters of schools in the same geographical area receiving a 
pooled budget and working together to develop the skills of their workforce and to 
commission services that are required to meet the needs of the children and young 
people at SEN support. The pilot is already delivering benefits to children at the 
schools involved and we are encouraging all schools to join the pilot by January 2020. 

 Will Access centre (AC) at Chipping Sodbury change to a resource base (RB)? If so what 
would this change mean? 
There is a proposal to change the Access Centre (AC) at Chipping Sodbury to a 
Resource Base (RB). This would mean that pupils from the new Resource Base would 

https://www.southglos.gov.uk/documents/Schools-Forum-Minutes-18-July-19.pdf


be spending more time in mainstream classes but would also be supported by the RB 
according to their need.  
The needs of pupils accessing the RB would be different to those that would have been 
in the AC. However, if the proposal were to be implemented it would not mean that 
those currently in the AC would be made to attend more mainstream lessons as their 
needs would continue to be met under the same arrangements that are currently in 
place. 

 Will the number of places in resource centres rise? Yes, our proposal is for Chipping 
Sodbury to have 15 RB students, which is an increase of 5 students. 

 If places for students with Autism is a priority why has the number of places been 
reduced in Hanham Woods? Are all resource bases full? 
Some of our RB’s have had the numbers reduced to reflect the demand that is required 
in that geographical area currently. However, overall the number of RB places have 
increased as we are proposing to create additional places in different locations, for 
example at Yate and Thornbury. There are also more places proposed at primary level. 

 Why can’t we have a ‘mixed feast’ i.e. specialist schools (Pegasus) and AS centres to 
support a range of needs? 
That might be an option and is why are seeking your views via these engagement 
sessions with key stakeholders and parent/carers. We want to capture all alternative 
ideas so that they can be considered before we consult formally on changes. 
 

 In a specialist school, children can only study 3 – 5 subjects, but what if the child is 
high need but also high intelligence – can there be other options? 
We will be reviewing our Specialist provision in 2020 and this is something that needs 
to be looked at. We do need to make sure that any provision recognises and responds 
effectively to the potential of any child with SEND. 
 

 What will happen to a small cohort of children with very specific speech and language 
disorders? NHS core funded service cannot meet their high needs. 
The Code of Practice 2015 changed the way in which speech and language needs were 
met in so much as the vast majority of language needs can now been deemed as 
educational needs.  Therefore this small cohort would have their needs met through 
additional funding from the Local Authority. 

  



 How are South Gloucestershire Council defining inclusive? 

We are supporting schools to be as inclusive as we should expect with a number of 

approaches via the High Needs Working Group of school leaders and officers.  

 

 How will the changes of this review be implemented? Will it be a gradual change 

each year? 

If a pupil has started in a RB/AC in year 7 they would stay there until year 11. 

Nobody will be moved. 

 

 How much input have schools had? How have they been involved in the process? 

Also specialists, have they been invited to sessions? 

The proposals were passed through the South Glos. High Needs Working group and 

Schools Forum – both of these are elected groups that represent primary and 

secondary schools within South Glos. 

 

 Are any medical specialists involved in decision making? Does anyone at the council 

have that knowledge?  

The Local Authority have weekly panels which the Designated Clinical Officer (DCO) 

and Designated Medical Officer (DMO) sit on.  Both these professionals have a 

background in medical needs with the DMO being a Consultant Paediatrician. 

 

 Why did Charborough Road change in advance of consultation? 

Charborough Road has not changed its designation which is the proposal of the 

Resource Base Review.  However School Leaders have utilised its staff in a different 

way to improve access to Quality First Teaching and improve outcomes of children 

accessing the resource base. 

 

 What is the shortfall? We know how much we have but how much do we need? This 

engagement and proposals is about making our Provision fit and fair for the future – 

what we are proposing involves creating more places. 

 

 What training is available for teachers in mainstream schools? 

There is extensive training available through various routes 

 

 Are schools using allocated funding (£6,000) on children with SEND?  

They should be using this for SEN support 

 

 Are we acknowledging the difference between resource base school and special 

school when considering the spread of schools, also the size of schools and pupil 

numbers  in that area? Yes, we will also be reviewing Special schools in the near 

future. 

 

 How are children not in the resource bases being catered for? There are more 

children listed with needs than there are resource base spaces. Not all pupils should 

be catered for in RB/AC’s. The vast majority of children and young people with SEND 

will have their needs met within a mainstream school. As a local authority we 

currently provide more RB provision than most other local authorities in England. 

  



 What is the parent carer forum? 

A supportive group that exists to help support parent and carers of pupils with SEND. 

https://www.sglospc.org.uk/parent-carer-forum 

 

 Are any of the current resource bases under subscribed? Some of our current RB/AC 

are undersubscribed, one of the proposals is for there to be more flexibility in 

changing their numbers. 

 

 What exactly are the proposals and changes? These proposals went to the schools 

forum in July 2019 – see attached link  
https://www.southglos.gov.uk//documents/Schools-Forum-Agenda-and-Papers-for-

19Sept19.pdf 

 

 Do the numbers take into account growth of number of children with EHCP’s? Yes 

place planning figures have been used for the next 10 years. 

 

 How can resource bases promote themselves better as a viable option to parents of 

children with SEND rather than a special school such as Pegasus? We are looking to 

make sure that our various provisions meet certain needs and when pupils can 

access mainstream they are given the opportunity of attending a mainstream school 

with a RB.  

 

 Are there going to be tighter, more rigid banding levels for resource bases as 

currently it is inconsistent.  We have proposed the same funding mechanism as 

mainstream pupils which will make this more accurate and align with the provisions 

as outlined in the EHC plans. 

https://www.sglospc.org.uk/parent-carer-forum
https://www.southglos.gov.uk/documents/Schools-Forum-Agenda-and-Papers-for-19Sept19.pdf
https://www.southglos.gov.uk/documents/Schools-Forum-Agenda-and-Papers-for-19Sept19.pdf

