
SOUTH GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNCIL 

 

LOCAL AUTHORITY 

 

PROPOSAL TO MAKE A PRESCRIBED ALTERATION TO A MAINTAINED 

PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 

 

South Gloucestershire Council is proposing to make a ‘prescribed alteration’ to 

 

Kings’ Forest Community Primary School 

Station Road 

Kingswood 

Bristol 

 

with effect from 1 April 2020. 

 

A ‘prescribed alteration’ is the legal term for a significant change at a school. 

 

In this case, it is proposed to: 

 

Change the age range for which maintained provision is made at the school to 

3-11 years. 

 

The reasons for this proposal are as follows: 

 

1. At the moment Kings’ Forest is a community primary school with an range of 

4-11 years providing for the statutory primary school age range. 

 

2. Since January 2019, the school governors have been considering opening a 

nursery class as part of the school.  Consultations have taken place with 

parents and the school community.  Market research has been carried out to 

assess the likely demand in the area for pre-school places.  Discussions have 

taken place with existing local pre-school providers to consider ways of 

working together to meet local needs.  A full assessment of accommodation at 

the school has been carried out to identify space for the proposed nursery 

without adverse effect on the accommodation and facilities for school aged 

children. 

 

3. The school governors now wish to go ahead with the proposed.  The outcome 

of local discussions and consultations has been very positive.  It is considered 

that pre-school provision at Kings’ Forest will help to meet local need. 

 

4. Pre-school provision is seen as important in meeting the needs of families, 

supporting the academic and social development of children and reinforcing 

readiness for school age provision. 



5. While much pre-school provision in South Gloucestershire is made by groups 

in the PVI (Private, Voluntary and Independent) sector, the government also 

encourages school governors to established maintained nursery classes as 

part of schools in appropriate circumstances. 

 

The required legal process for establishing a nursery class as part of a school is a 

change in the age range of the school so that it provides for children across the 3-11 

years age range. 

 

There are no plans to make any other changes in the organisation of Kings’ Forest 

School and the governing body, leadership and staffing arrangements will remain as 

they are. 

 

Discussions will take place with the existing staff and the governing body will be 

responsible for appointing staff to meet the needs of the proposed nursery. 

 

There are no capital funding implications arising directly from this proposal and 

revenue funding for the school will continue to be provided from the Dedicated 

Schools Grant under the arrangements for per pupil funding. 

 

Parents of all eligible 2, 3 and 4 year olds will remain entitled to early years provision 

in accordance with the national scheme and South Gloucestershire Council will 

continue to provide advice on this scheme and on the availability of pre-school 

provision. 

 

It is not anticipated that this proposal will have any effect, including adverse effect, 

on any other schools in the area. 

 

Anyone interested in this proposal is invited to make comments, including any 

objections. 

 

Responses should be sent by Friday 14 February 2020 using: 

 

Email to: CAHBusinessSupportBMR@southglos.gov.uk 

 

Or by post to: 

 

South Gloucestershire Council 

Department for Children, Adults and Health 

PO Box 1955 

Bristol 

BS37 5AF 

 

(For the attention of Tanya Smith) 

 

The deadline for responses is the end of Friday 14 February 2020. 

mailto:CAHBusinessSupportBMR@southglos.gov.uk


 

After the end of the response period the Council will make a final decision on the 

proposal and this will be published on the Council’s website. 

 

Date of Publication: 17 January 2020 

 

Copy of Statutory Public Notice attached. 

 


