
SOUTH GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNCIL 

 

LOCAL AUTHORITY 

 

PROPOSAL TO MAKE A PRESCRIBED ALTERATION TO A SPECIAL SCHOOL 

 

 

South Gloucestershire Council is proposing to make a ‘prescribed alteration’ to 

 

New Horizons Learning Centre 

Courtney Road 

Kingswood 

Bristol 

BS15 9RD 

 

with effect from 19 April 2021. 

 

A ‘prescribed alteration’ is a legal term for any significant change at a school. 

 

In this case, it is proposed to confirm an increase in the number of places available 

at New Horizons Learning Centre to 64 places across the age range 4-16 years. 

 

The reasons for increasing the number of places are as follows: 

 

1. In recent years, there has been an increase in demand for places at specialist 

schools and the existing places at special schools in South Gloucestershire have 

been filled. 

 

2. The result of this is that there are delays in children being able to attend special 

schools and some children have had to be placed in specialist provision outside 

South Gloucestershire or in independent special schools. 

 

3. This can mean that children attend schools some distance from home.  It also 

means higher costs for the local authority in securing places and providing 

transport. 

 

4. South Gloucestershire’s Strategy for Special Educational Needs aims to increase 

the number of places available within the local authority area so that children are 

able to attend schools closer to home and so that available resources are used as 

effectively and efficiently as possible. 

 

In increasing the amount of accommodation at New Horizons Learning Centre, the 

particular intention is to increase the classroom and ancillary accommodation at the 

Courtney Road Campus for younger children. 

 

: 



 

The cost of these extension and improvement works is being funded from the 

Council’s Capital Programme and the Department for Education SEND Capital Fund 

allocation. 

 

The revenue per pupil cost of places at New Horizons Learning Centre will continue 

to be funded from the Dedicated Schools Grant. These costs  compare favourably 

with making placements outside South Gloucestershire. 

 

It is not anticipated that the changes at New Horizons Learning Centre will have any 

effect, including any adverse effect, on any other schools or academies within the 

area.  In fact, it is anticipated that the range and quality of local specialist provision 

will be improved. 

 

Anyone interested is invited to make any response they wish on these changes at 

New Horizons Learning Centre.  Responses can include support, any objections or 

any comments. 

 

Responses should be sent by email to: 

 

CAHBusinessSupportBMR@southglos.gov.uk 

 

or by post to: 

 

South Gloucestershire Council 

Department for Children, Adult and Health 

PO Box 1955 

Bristol 

BS37 5AF 

 

(for the attention of Tony Saunders) 

 

The deadline for receipt of responses is 22 March 2021. 

 

After the end of the response period on 22 March 2021 the Council will make a final 

decision on the proposal and this will be published on the Council’s website. 

 

Attached:  Copy of Statutory Notice 
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