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1

Executive Summary

1.1 Background and Objectives
Green infrastructure (GI) describes the ‘green’ and ‘blue’ natural environment features
of an area and the connections (or network) between these features.
How we plan, design and manage our green infrastructure is central to achieving the
ambition of the South Gloucestershire Council Plan for a greener, healthier and
resilient future. Responding to the climate and nature emergency means changes to
all areas of our work and lives.
Our Green Infrastructure Strategy 2021 – Greener Places, explains how the Council is
working with our partners, communities and residents to strengthen the way we work
together and plan, design and manage green infrastructure towards a shared vision
for ‘greener places where people and nature thrive.’

About the Green Infrastructure Strategy 2021 – Greener Places
The strategy sets out our plans for improving the network of green and blue spaces
(green infrastructure) across South Gloucestershire. This includes introducing our
plans to improve and create more habitat for nature, sustain high quality public open
spaces and contribute to a green recovery from the Covid-19 pandemic with the aim of
achieving:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Protected and restored nature
Greater resilience to the changing climate
Sustainable water management
Improved health and wellbeing for all
Sustainable places
Valued healthy landscapes
Sustainable and local food production
A green and resilient economy
Stronger working together

This will help the Council to do what we promise in the West of England Joint Green
Infrastructure Strategy 2020 (JGIS), Climate Emergency Strategy and the Council
Plan 2020-2024.
It also shows how we will link our work to regional, national and global commitments to
protect the environment and how important that is.
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1.2 Key Findings
Vision and Objectives
•

There was strong overall support for the strategic vision and what it is aiming to
achieve - both from those who had responded to the survey and those who we
engaged with through online meetings and forums.

•

75% of those responding to the online survey thought the content of the
strategy was good with ambitious goals and objectives.

Strategy Content
•

74% said they felt the explanation of the issues in the strategy were either
‘good’ or ‘very good’ whilst only 38% rated measuring progress as ‘good’ or
‘very good’.

•

Areas for improvement were focused on 1) Measurement 2) Accountability
and 3) Specific actions that are going to deliver the strategy not being clear
enough. This included requests for more details on funding.

Communication and Inspiring Change
•

Respondents had identified where they had felt inspired to make change –
including how they looked after their gardens which were sensitive to
biodiversity and increasing wildlife.

•

The impact of No Mow May and leaving grass verges to grow to encourage
natural habitats were widely praised. However, these comments were primarily
received from those who are already engaged in local groups who help care for
the environment locally, who are well informed of the purpose and benefits of
these changes. People wanted to see a coordinated approach to improve
delivery of this work and to widen the campaign to raise awareness and
understanding of the issues. This also includes signposting for areas such as
leaving grass verges to grow so residents understand why this is being done.
The engagement sessions highlighted the need for a good communication
strategy to raise awareness of the strategy and how residents and community
groups can play an important role in putting these plans into action. There was
good support for developing our online tools – including an interactive map
showing information about green spaces which was highlighted as a priority by
equalities groups. The need to improve and update council webpages and
online information about green spaces and networks was also highlighted so
that people can find the information they need.The role and need for continued
engagement and support for green space volunteers and community groups
was also highlighted by respondents.
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Diversity
The response from the consultation survey was not reflective of the wider South
Gloucestershire population. 86% indicated they were white, 16% preferred not to say
and no respondents reported to be from a Black, Asian or Minority Ethnic background.
We supported the survey work with qualitative engagement and as part of our preengagement and public consultation work. We met with people and groups from
Black, Asian or Minority Ethnic backgrounds to prepare and consult on the draft
strategy. This included the South Gloucestershire Race Equalities Network,
Black2Nature and Equalities Voice.
We will continue to build on and extend this engagement as we implement our
equalities action plan and seek to engage with individuals, groups and faith groups to
understand issues and solutions to improve green spaces for people of all faiths. This
includes solutions to improve green spaces for people of Muslim faith who have
highlighted through our budget survey they have the lowest levels of satisfaction with
local green spaces.
The survey had a proportionally low diversity of participation regarding sexual
orientation and gender identity. Three respondents said they were bisexual, 68
heterosexual, 2 other and 28 preferring not to say and no respondents identified as
transgender with 20 preferring not to say.
To engage with people from the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans, Queer (LGBTQ)
community we met with the Diversity Trust, South Gloucestershire LGBTQ Equality
Network and Equalities Voice. A workshop was also held on the 8 September which
was promoted through LGBTQ networks. Key findings which emerged were of the
importance of continued engagement to understand considerations for the
management of green infrastructure to create more welcoming and safer spaces and
the need for wider awareness raising across our communities to support inclusion.
Resource
•

People were keen to understand more about the financial implications of the
strategy, particularly around the budget and resource that was going to be
driving a successful outcome

•

This also related to the officer resource that was going to be committed by the
Council. This was seen as especially important in providing continuity of contact
– particularly when working with voluntary, community groups and residents.

1.3 Next Steps
The findings of our public consultation survey and engagement work have been used
to inform the following key next steps:
• Updating of the Strategy documents to revise content and information, taking
into account comments and findings from the consultation and our engagement
work.
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•
•

Consultation findings to inform preparation of the Action Plan which will
accompany the final strategy papers, and provide further detail of the actions
we will take and how success will be measured.
Further engagement with equalities groups and particularly with people of
Muslim faith and people from Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic backgrounds to
understand the issues and identify solutions to improve satisfaction levels with
green spaces.

The findings of our public consultation survey and engagement work have been used
to inform:
• updating of the Strategy documents to revise content and information, taking
into account the consultation comments and findings
• preparation of the Action Plan which will accompany the final strategy papers,
and provide further detail of the actions we will take and how success will be
measured
• continuing engagement with equalities groups and particularly with people of
Muslim faith and people from Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic backgrounds to
understand the issues and identify solutions to improve satisfaction levels with
green spaces
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2 Consultation Purpose, Methodology and Response
2.1 Consultation Purpose and Objectives
Following a period of pre-engagement with residents of South Gloucestershire in 2020
(which included an online survey with over 500 responses and engagement meetings
with key groups) a draft strategy was developed. The purpose of this consultation was
to gather feedback from residents and stakeholders, including what they thought about
our plans, vision, objectives, content and clarity of the strategy.
A full draft strategy along with a summary version was published on our website –
including a web accessible version. Alongside the strategy, a 42 page Equality
Impact Assessment was published on our consultation webpage:
https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/Greener_Places

2.2 Methodology
The 12 week consultation ran from the 17th June 2021 to 13th September 2021.
A survey was available to complete online with paper copies available on request. As
part of the consultation we also welcomed comments made online, letter, email, phone
and these contact methods were promoted on consultation literature.
We also ran online engagement and consultation events.
Consultation information was sent to Town and Parish Councils, South
Gloucestershire councillors and local voluntary and community organisations.
Notifications were also sent to a range of other stakeholders and interested parties. All
libraries and One-Stop Shops were also notified of the consultation details and asked
to cascade the information to any interested parties.
The consultation was also promoted through social media, media releases and email
updates including 13 social media posts, a press release, 2 corporate resident email
updates and the Community Spaces Network e-newsletter.

Survey
We received a total of 108 responses (106 online and 2 paper copies).
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Events
3 online engagement events were held on the 24, 26 and 31 August 2021 with
participants from the South Gloucestershire Community Spaces Network, South
Gloucestershire Friends Forum and South Gloucestershire Climate Emergency
Engagement Forum.
Meetings were also held with the Town and Parish Council Forum, Community
Engagement Forums, Scrutiny Commission, Avon Wildlife Trust and the Woodland
Trust.

Emails, Letters and Other Representations
10 responses were received via email including correspondence from local residents,
a Ward Councillor, South Gloucestershire Disability Equality Network, The Woodland
Trust, Doddington Parish Council. Over 50s Forum, Labour Group, Natural England,
Falfield Parish Council and Avon and Somerset Police.

General Caveats
The results of this consultation survey are not statistically representative of the views
of all South Gloucestershire residents.
The level of response, information gathered and views obtained still provide a useful
indicator of wider opinion and any important issues that will need to be considered.
Due to the software used and the different response options open to respondents, it
was possible for people to submit more than one response. This has been monitored
during the consultation period and analysis and it does not appear to have been
abused or be a significant issue affecting the response.
Any obvious duplicate comments, personal information and comments that can
identify individuals, have been removed from the comments analysis.
Percentages used in this report have been rounded and may not add up to exactly
100%. For some survey questions, respondents could select more than one response
which also means that percentages or number of responses, if added together, can
total more than 100% or more than the number of responses received.
We have included all responses received direct to us as part of this consultation
report. A full list of all comments made is available on request.
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3.

Survey Analysis

3.1. Profile of Survey Respondents
108 people or organisations responded to the survey, including 101 local residents, 2
voluntary or community sector organisations and 6 parish or town councils
(respondents could tick more than one box so could be a local resident representing
one of these groups).

Gender
63 respondents were women (59%), 33 male (31%) and 10 respondents did not state
their gender.
Chart 1: Gender
80%
60%
40%

59%

20%

31%
9%

0%
Female

Male

Prefer not to
say

Base (All Respondents, n=106)

Age
Over half of respondents were 55 or over, with the largest representation in the 55 to
64 (26%) and 65 to 75 (25%) bracket.
8% were aged between 25 to 34 and there were no responses from anyone aged 16
to 24.
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Chart 2: Respondent Age
30%
25%

26%

25%

20%
15%

16%
13%

10%

9%

8%

5%

2%

0
0%
16 to 24

25 to 34

35 to 44

45 to 54

55 to 64

65 to 75

Over 75

Prefer not to
say

Base (All Respondents, n=106)

Disability
20% of respondents stated they had a disability including 9% who had a long-standing
illness or health condition and 3% with a mental health condition.

Ethnicity
82% of respondents were from a White (English, Welsh, Scottish, Northern Irish,
British) background or White – other.16% answered ‘Prefer not to say’.
None of the respondents answered they were from a black, ethnic or minority
background.

Sexual orientation and gender identity
Three respondents said they were bisexual, 68 heterosexual, 2 other and 28
preferring not to say. No respondents identified as transgender with 20 preferring not
to say.

Religion and Beliefs
42% said they had no religion, 26% Christian, 1% Buddhist, 1% Muslim and 4% other
religion. 25% answered ‘Prefer not to say’.

Private Outdoor Space
86% of respondents stated they had access to a garden or yard.
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3.2 Main Findings
Vision and Objectives
The Green Infrastructure strategy has several key outcomes that describe what the
Council is doing and what it wants to achieve.
Respondents were asked to rate the importance of each of these objectives.
The table below provides a summary and lists the outcomes in order of rated
importance by respondents.
Chart 3: Importance of Strategy Outcomes

How important to you are each of the following outcomes in our strategy?
Protect and restore nature - responding to the Nature
Emergency (106)

14%

Greater resilience to the changing climate - responding to
the Climate Emergency (104)

84%

14%

Create and maintain valued healthy landscapes - conserving
our landscape, heritage and culture (105)

4%

80%

18%

76%

Create and maintain sustainable places - maximising the
multiple benefits of green infrastructure for healthier,
nature rich places (106)

21%

76%

Sustainable water management 2) - improving water
quality and wetland habitat (105)

24%

74%

Support sustainable and local food production - protect the
best agricultural land and support local, sustainable food
(106)

4%

Stronger working together - with residents, communities,
businesses and our partners (105)

7%

Sustainable water management 1)- responding to and
managing flood and drought risk (106)

25%

23%

25%

Build a green and resilient economy -greening our high
streets with more trees, shrubs and plants, and reducing
the environmental footprint of businesses (106)

25%

Health and wellbeing for all- improving health and
wellbeing, reducing inequalities (106)

31%

71%

69%

69%

68%

66%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
Not at all important

Not that important

Neither important or unimportant

Quite important

Very important

Base (n=individual base numbers in brackets)

All the outcomes achieved high levels of importance ratings with ‘protecting and
restoring nature’ having the highest overall score with 84% rating it as ‘very important’.
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Vision
The vision of the strategy is that it “aims to bring together the council and our
partners’ ambitions, obligations, priorities and commitments for new and
existing green infrastructure in South Gloucestershire to deliver our vision for
‘greener places where people and nature thrive.’”
Chart 4: Vision for the Greener Places Strategy

How important to you is it that the Council has this vision?
90%

85%

80%
70%
60%

50%
40%
30%
20%

11%

10%

3%

0

1%

Not that
important

Not at all
important

0%
Very important Quite important

Neither
important or
unimportant

Base All (n=106)

96% said it is important that the Council has this vision for its Greener Places
Strategy. Only 1 person said it was ‘not at all important’.
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Strategy Content
Table 1: Q3 - Overall, how do you rate the content of the strategy?

How do you rate the content of the strategy?
50%

45%

45%
40%
35%
30%

25%

22%

25%
20%

15%
10%

5%

3%

5%
0%
Very Good

Good

Ok

Poor

Very Poor

Base All (n=104)

70% of respondents rated the content as either Very Good (25%) or Good (45%). 8
people thought it was Poor (5%) or Very Poor (3%).
Comments on what people liked or didn’t like about the content of the strategy
Comments were mainly focused on more detail on the action plan which was
mentioned by 26 respondents overall.
Table 2: Q4 - Please explain further what you liked or didn't like about the content of the strategy?

Theme

Number of Mentions

Not enough detail (action plan, impact of housing, budget)
Covers all aspects of greener spaces
Very detailed/thorough/broad
Positive the Council is addressing this (importance of green spaces)
Lots of buzzwords/generic content
Council do not listen to residents
Need more respondents/more publicised
Improving infrastructure/services that already exist
Climate change

26
11
8
6
5
3
2
2
1

Of those who were positive, there were some respondents who welcomed the overall
direction of the strategy, but also wanted more detail on the objectives and how they
will be achieved.
“The aims are good. How will they be
achieved in practice?”
Comment Topic

“What are the specific
actions? Little detail on what
is actually proposed?”
of mentions
“What are theNo.
specific
actions? Little detail on what 26
is actually proposed?”
11

Not enough detail (action plan, impact of housing, budget)
Covers all aspects of greener spaces
14
Very detailed/thorough/broad
Positive the Council is addressing this (importance of green spaces)
Lots of buzzwords/generic content
Council do not listen to residents

8
6
5
3
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“Good, but lacks detail of the costs involved – both financial and volunteer hours
required.”
“Good, but lack in detail of the costs involved – both financial and volunteer hours
required.”

Of those who rated it poor, 2 people mentioned they were concerned about green belt
development, whilst others thought there needed to be more clarification around
specifics - such as funding and actions.
“The policy is vague. There are very
few specifics and no promises
made.”

“The content is fine, but the action plan has
not been developed!”

Nearly three-quarters (74%) of respondents rated the explanation of the issues that
the Greener Places Strategy is tackling as either good (56%) or very good (18%).
‘Measuring progress’ was the area that scored lowest overall, with 18% rating it as
poor or very poor and less than 4 in 10 (38%) rating it as good or very good.
Chart 5: Q5 - How do you rate our Greener Places Strategy in each of the following areas?

Rating the Strategy Content
Explanation of the issues that the Greener Places Strategy
5%
is tackling (103)
Inspiring me to do my bit for nature and the environment
(103)

Being relevant to me and my household (102)

20%

56%

9%

7%

Being clear about the actions we plan to take (102)

30%

32%

16%

How we will measure our progress (103) 6% 12%

26%

18%

40%

17%

44%

16%

41%

45%

13%

31%

7%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
Very Poor

Poor

Neither Good nor Poor

Base All: (n=response numbers in brackets)
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Strategy Content
Table 3: Q7 - Is there anything you were expecting or hoping to see in the strategy that wasn't included?

Number of
comments

Theme
More detail on practical actions /more funding
Reduce housing developments on green spaces
More education around greening areas (flora fauna, supporting wildlife)
How it integrates with other strategies
Importance/protection of green spaces
More focus on sustainable transport (less pollution)
Focus on litter/waste/dogs
More sustainable farming methods
Need to focus on the younger generations
Too many buzz words
Info on warmer homes/energy
More focus on residents in rural areas

17
11
10
5
4
4
3
2
1
1
1
1

Most frequently mentioned were comments around practical actions and how the
strategy is going to be funded.
“More detail on practical actions - the ‘how’. There is lots of, ‘We will work with’, ‘We will
support’, but not what will actually be done. I would rather all the time, money and effort
to produce this had gone into the actions, as my guess is that the people who go to the
effort of reading it will be broadly on side anyway! Also, feel the strategy puts too much
emphasis on green spaces being discreet areas - somewhere you have to go to, rather
than being incorporated into our environment more generally.”

Other respondents wanted to see more detail around the implications on planning,
housing developments and the green belt – which was the second most frequently
mentioned in the comments.

“[I’d like to see] commitment to reassessing areas of development within the green belt in
order to ensure housing is targeted to areas of already developed land rather than empty
fields.”

“Specific details about limiting green spaces from being turned into housing
or roundabouts.”
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Respondents also wanted to see more education within the community to raise
awareness around what activity can support the strategy. This includes initiatives such
as leaving grass verges to grow and developing wild-flower areas within communities.

“I am really pleased this strategy has been produced and the Council has all the right
ideas about greening the area. I think there needs to be quite a strong education
programme for residents so that everyone can see the benefit of such measures, such as
leaving the grass longer / uncut or wildflower verges that they still perceive to be 'messy'.
It would be great to offer some community workshops also for residents who would like to
know more about gardening for wildlife / nature. Many gardens are left bare, or front
gardens paved over when they are so badly needed to create green corridors. Maybe
more education and motivation around these so residents really feel the benefits.”

Inspiring Change
We asked respondents if they felt inspired to do anything differently for nature and the
environment.
Most popular mentions were doing more to create natural habitats in gardens, joining
local conservation/volunteer groups whilst others echoed comments in the previous
question around wanting to see less large housing developments impacting wildlife
and biodiversity.
Table 4: Q6 Are there any changes you feel inspired to make or anything you are going to do differently for nature
and the environment?

Theme

Number of Comments

Look after gardens (no mow May, plant more wildflowers)
Join local conservation/volunteer groups
Impacts of new housing sites
Already doing all I can
More aware of the issues/wanting to get involved
Litter picking
Being clearer about 'what I can do'/actions
Council need to give more encouragement
Supporting local produce
Cutting down on waste and packaging
Less car usage (walk, cycle)
Eating more plant-based food

17

15
9
6
6
5
3
3
2
2
2
2
1
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“[I] Have left grass longer in the garden this year - partly inspired by
No Mow May (essential to continue with that initiative).”

“The strategy has helped our Climate and Nature Committee to think about how many
dimensions there are to climate change and nature which is covered quite deeply within
the strategy. This shows that Climate and Nature is central to all of our future projects.”

Accessing Information
As part of our plans to improve information the Council has online about our green
spaces and network, we asked what information people would like to see and access.

“I feel more inspired to be able to contact the Council
regarding issues that I feel strongly about (such as over
mowing of grass verges) and be more likely to be listened
to.”
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Chart 6: Q8 – What information would you like about our green spaces and network?

An interactive map which provides information about
green spaces near me and further afield so I know
where I can go and what is available

41%

Other

15%

Reporting issues

13%

A map and information of green travel routes to visit
green spaces in our area

13%

A map with information about getting involved in local
groups that are for green spaces near me

12%

An interactive map which provides information about
places which are suitable for a range of needs

8%

0%

5%

10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40% 45%

Base All (n=103)

41% stated they would be interested in an interactive map which ‘provides information
about green spaces near me and further afield so I know where I can go and what is
available.’
Of the 15 people who stated, ‘other’, 9 people specified an interactive map with
enhanced features – or all elements of the above combined. This included:
•
•
•
•

“An ecological map that identifies features and areas of rich/poor biodiversity.”
“An interactive map that includes all of the above and more that can be updated
regularly so it’s easy to follow progress. Information and communication are
key.”
“An interactive map of the Plans and actions. i.e. a clickable map showing what
is being done.”
“Consider providing a link to an interactive map showing all proposals and
plans.”

Other respondents mentioned the importance of ensuring that all needs are catered
for, including those who unable to access information online.

Improving Our Green Spaces
As part of understanding the needs of our residents in the context of our green
strategy, we wanted to hear their views on access and provisions of green space in
their local areas.
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Chart 7: Q9 - How strongly do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements?

Spending time in nature is good for my wellbeing (104)

15%

I care about ensuring that nature in our local area is more
protected, connected and healthy (105)

83%

18%

I care about being able to support wildlife and protect
our natural habitats (106)

80%

21%

It is important to me that my Council is working to care
for and protect our natural habitats (105)

77%

22%

I feel I have a good understanding of the issues and
impact of climate change affecting our environment 5%
(105)

75%

44%

I feel safe accessing the green spaces in my local area
5% 13%
(106)

51%

56%

26%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
Strongly Disagree

Disagree

Neither agree or disagree

Agree

Strongly Agree

Base All: (n=response numbers in brackets)

98% of respondents said that spending time in nature is good for their wellbeing and
there was positive agreement for all statements. Whilst still scoring very highly, the
areas where there were less responses for ‘Strong Agreement’ were in understanding
the issues and impact of climate change and ‘feeling safe’ when accessing the green
spaces in local area (5 people ‘disagreed’ with this statement).
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Other Facilities
Chart 8: Q10 - With many green spaces becoming more popular, how important do you think it is to have access to
the following?

Dog exercise areas (106)

7% 7%

15%

Dog free areas for some of our busier parks (105)

6% 7%

18%

Areas for reflection/prayer and sensory gardens (104)

8%

38%

34%

30%

27%

39%

45%

17%

3%
0%
Not at all important

Not that important

10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Neither important or unimportant

Important

Very Important

Base All: (n=response numbers in brackets)

72% of respondents thought that having dog exercise areas is important and 69% told
us that having dog free areas for busier parks is also important.
62% of respondents thought that areas for reflection/prayer and sensory gardens are
important.
We also asked how interested people would be learning about other areas relating to
the environment and our green strategy with those responding showing interest in all
areas including nature and wildlife talks, nature friendly gardening and tree planting.
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Chart 9: Q11 - How interested would you be in learning more about any of the following?

Nature and wildlife interest talks (100)

4% 12%

32%

48%

Nature friendly gardening (101)

5% 8%

34%

47%

Simple ways we can all make small changes to help
nature (e.g. organic, local food, eco-friendly cleaning
products) (98)

4% 10%

38%

44%

Tree planting and care (101)

5% 11%

40%

43%

Fruit tree planting (100)

6% 12%

Growing your own food (101)

4% 15%
0%

Not at all interested

44%

44%

37%

32%

10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Not that interested

Not sure

Quite interested

Very interested

Base All: (n=response numbers in brackets)

People were keen to find out more about activities that supported a greener
environment. ‘Nature and wildlife interest talks,’ had the highest rating with 80%
saying they would be either quite interested or very interested, but all categories had
interest from at least three quarters of respondents.
Is there anything else you would like to learn more about that would help us do
more to help the environment and support our Greener Places Strategy?
More information on educating residents and how communities themselves can do
more were the common themes around what people would like to learn.

Themes

Number of Mentions

More info/events/groups to educate residents

10

How communities can support wildlife/green spaces

10

Carbon neutral (cars, housing)

5

Ensure it links in with other strategies

4

Less housing developments on green spaces

3

Impacts of pesticides/fertilisers

1

How to report bad environmental practice

1
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“Continuing to discover what we actually have in terms of nature. We
want to keep an eye on the quality of our air and the quality of our
rivers. More information on de-carbonising our homes and lives.
More information on community schemes like Solar Together.”

“How communities can work together to oppose the further erosion
and degradation of our ecology by development on green spaces.”

How would you like to receive this information?
34% said they would like to access this information through online video, 30% inperson events and 14% would be interested in a webinar. People were also interested
in receiving information via email with online links and documentation.

Involvement in Community and Volunteering Groups
Nearly half of respondents (47%) were involved in a community green space or nature
conservation volunteering group. Of those who were not currently involved in any
groups, 38 people (68%) said it might be something that would interest them in the
future.
These included Parish council and climate change groups (10 mentions), National
Trust/Woodland/Wildlife Trust (7 mentions), RSPB, Wildlife Conservation and Friends
of Page Park.
There were other mentions for local environmental groups – that included Wickwar,
Downend, Siston, Yate, Thornbury, Three Brooks, Patchway and Avon Wildlife Trust.
How can the Council improve support for green space volunteers and groups?
The common themes that emerged when looking at how the Council can improve
support, centred around more involvement and collaboration between the Council and
voluntary organisations. It was also commented that lack of resource and funding
does have implications on the level of support that the Council can offer.
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“Continue to support them, and make it known that the Council supports their work.”

Table 5: Q17 - If you are involved in any groups, do you have any comments about how the Council can improve
support for green space volunteers and groups?

Number of
Mentions

Theme
More involvement of volunteers in decisions/meetings (working
together)
Give more practical support/advice
Misc
More funding (more council staff)
Need more land
Help with publicising and holding events
Enforcement for damage to the environment
More training (e.g. strimming)

12

“More public meetings and more involvement of local people in planning decisions as we
are the people who know what lives where and help in protecting all the natural
environment in South Gloucestershire against a lot of bad developments and
mismanagement.”

“The author recognises that if the greener places strategy is going to work, we all need to
work together, but my experience is that council departments don’t work with each other and
find it difficult to find enough time to support voluntary groups. This situation needs to be
addressed as a priority.”

“Although we get support from South Glos Council and appreciate the helpful advice we
receive, there is clearly a lack of resources and time to support regularly due to staffing
levels. South Glos Council could investigate staffing more in the climate and nature
departments as environment is an ever-growing issue.”

“Clear signage to support responsible use of green spaces. Enforcement (e.g. fines) for
damage to the environment or irresponsible behaviour in natural surroundings (e.g. dogs
running through fields of nesting birds, people walking off footpaths, unruly behaviour and
littering or damage).”
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4. Engagement Forums and Events
Online Workshops
Three online workshops were held on the 14, 26 and 31August 2021.
These workshops were held for volunteers and community groups who are involved in
the care of green spaces and nature in South Gloucestershire. The workshops were
promoted to the South Gloucestershire Community Spaces Network, Friends Forum
and Climate Emergency Engagement Forum.
These sessions were valuable in understanding from our communities what they
thought of the strategy and are reflected in our actions and next steps in the strategy
development.
Key points that emerged that were consistent across the sessions were:
•
•
•
•

It was felt there needs to be more clarity on how success is going to be
measured – supported with detail on accountability and delivery.
Having clear and consistent points of contact at the Council is important –
particularly as these groups are key to a successful partnership in engaging
with the wider community.
The strategy is a long and detailed document, but it also needs to engage with
the community. Having a communication plan that supports the strategy will be
important.
The area that was felt to be important, is what actions people can take to
contribute to implementing the strategy?

Workshop 1 – South Gloucestershire Friends Forum
24th August 2021 - 16 attendees
General comments and queries from participants after the introductory
presentation:
•
•
•
•
•

Funding and investment for resource along with enough training for council staff
and volunteers – i.e. “Do you have the staff and funding to do this?”
Apprenticeships a key opportunity to develop skills and resource for the
strategy.
Ensuring there is a key point of contact at the council for different issues related
to the strategy.
Support for widening and increasing the friends group membership.
Concern about risk of land being sold.

Is there anything you were expecting/hoping to see in the Strategy that wasn’t
included? (Q7 of survey)
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•
•

•
•

Echoing the responses from the survey, people were keen to ensure there was
enough practical action within the strategy that can be measured and
understood – “Too much motherhood and apple pie.”
The strategy was also considered to be ‘very long’ and risks lack of
engagement from people about what it means to them and what they can
actually do – “Very long and all things no one would disagree with. It doesn’t
get to the point on what people can actually do and ‘didn’t engage me.’”
The issue was raised regarding the need to ensure that planning is sensitive to
open spaces and management and ensuring wildlife corridors and new estate
are built sensitively.
It was also suggested that more allotment space could meet the need for
community food growing and that policy requirements should be supportive of
this.

The Green Infrastructure Strategy is a commitment to work differently for nature
and the environment. What do you want to be involved with as part of this? As a
community/group member, not your own private property (Q6 of survey, paraphrased)
People were asked to comment on community growing, food networks, local wildlife
corridors & neighbourhood connections, community education, community adaptation
to climate change
Other comments related to this were around seeing the Council build partnerships –
and recognising the value of its community groups:
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

There is a need to keep local knowledge and a commitment to management
continuity within the Council when staff change.
Recognition of community contribution and value – all aspects – along with a
commitment to long term management plans which recognise contribution of
the community/volunteers.
Action plans for areas not covered by groups - “Who else could we work with?
e.g. Scouts, community landowners”
“It is good to read about ‘Common Connections’ and I’d like to hear more about
projects like that.”
Partnerships with local training etc for better hedge management etc
Hedges - better hedge management techniques with alternatives to hedge
flailing. There was also concern about the impact on nature. Opportunities for
more hedge laying, including training for groups and staff and links with local
agricultural colleges.
Verges and grassed areas – need to review management and mowing some areas being managed for nature are being cut too soon as mowers
already committed elsewhere during optimum time – need more equipment and
co-ordination.

What would good involvement look like to you going forward?
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Resource within the Council and its partners was felt to be key to this – along with
good communication with the public to raise awareness and understanding.
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

There is a need to secure current temporary staff and increase good quality
support for volunteers, with consistent resources and expertise, to keep things
moving forward within the Council - particularly once working relationships are
established – “[We] need dedicated staff who know both the group and sites
and know how to work within the Council.”
Tailored management - timed appropriately for biodiversity (e.g. meadow
mowing).
Recognise and harness the passion of Friends Groups and community
volunteers – “Facilitate good involvement and make it easier to keep
enthusiasm when it is difficult or time consuming.”
Communication to the public about what is wanted/needed, opportunities to get
involved, support people to know about existing groups. Invest time in face-toface interaction.
There needs to be an understanding and better use of the routes for
information within the community – e.g. local newsletters, schools, faith groups,
community organisations, community websites etc..
Promote whole-neighbourhood engagement with nature and the local
environment - celebrating and appreciating e.g. events and festivals.
More promotion – including signs, poster and road-sign marketing.

Workshop 2 – Community Spaces Network
27th August 2021 – 4 participants
General comments and queries after intro presentation
Comments related to raising awareness and ensuring that strategy and policy is
consistent to enable the Greener Infrastructure Strategy to succeed. This also
extended to how the Council implements its own plans – such as the development of
the A4174 Ring Road with concern that this would have an impact on the environment
through changes to the roundabouts and trees.
•
•
•
•
•
•

“There needs to be an increase in comms to raise profile of the consultation
and the strategy.”
“How much influence does the council have on development as central gov
call the shots?”
“Developers have too much influence / power – often at expense of
biodiversity / limits good GI.”
“Good Green Infrastructure should be a requirement and central to new
development.”
“Great in theory and need to put it into action.”
“There needs to be clearer planning conditions and enforcement needs to
be more robust. People feel powerless when they see developers not doing
as required and not being called to account – the loss of hedgerow, for
example, in Chipping Sodbury development.”

27

Green Infrastructure Strategy - Greener Places – Consultation Report October 2021

•

“Increase Planning Officer capacity so applications can be reviewed
properly.”

Is there anything you were expecting/hoping to see in the Strategy that wasn’t
included? (Q7 of survey)
The emphasis was around communications and ensuring the strategy was promoted
more broadly and engaging with residents. This included more printed and traditional
media (such as The Gazette and local networks) as well as social media. Ensuring
there was effective monitoring and measurements in place that people understood
was also felt to be important.
•
•
•
•
•
•

“I wasn’t aware of the strategy until recently. It needs more comms and to
address the gap between what it is trying to achieve and getting the word
out.”
Risk of ‘consultation fatigue’ and people not feeling listened to so need to
demonstrate, ‘You said, we did.’
“As large tracks of land across South Gloucestershire are not in council
ownership, how will the outcomes of the strategy be achieved?”
“How does this link to the Local Plan?”
“I find maps confusing as so much info – look at different ways of presenting
so more accessible.”
“Look at water courses across area, e.g. ponds at Felicity park, Warmley
forest park, Siston brook.”

The Greener Infrastructure Strategy includes a commitment to work differently
for nature and the environment. As a community group/group member what
would you want to be involved with as part of this? As a community/group
member, not your own private property (Q6 of survey, paraphrased)
People in the group were keen to be involved in awareness-raising events and ‘getting
the word out’:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

“Siston Common group - keen to be involved through Common connections
and hope to see it funded for implementation.”
“Siston Local Nature Action Plan keen to work with PC, council and residents.”
“Open day at Warmley visitor centre – a good opportunity to tell people about
nature crisis and work in area / Common Connections etc.”
People need to hear about great ideas underway and spread the word about
practical ways they can help – be inspired by all actions they can take.”
“Schools are a key way to get the word out across communities and reach all
generations.””
“Communication – need to know where to go to find out info.”
“It would help if there was a directory of groups to share information and ideas.”
“Lincoln barn – aspirations to clean out 2 of the ponds – but finance is a key
barrier.”

What would good involvement look like to you going forward?
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Respondents were keen to see a mixture of online engagement and the opportunity to
meet people and share ideas:
•
•
•
•
•

“I am a carer so it’s hard to get out. It’s good to engage online.”
“An annual celebration event would be really good to meet people and share
ideas.”
“It would be great to have a social media Facebook page for this so we can
connect and share ideas.”
“Website needs a review – needs to be more user friendly and connect people.”
“Great idea for people to post ideas on social media though someone has to
answer them. The Friends Forum is a great way to do this and have had helpful
comments back to previous queries through this.”

Workshop 3 – Community Spaces Network and Climate Emergency
Engagement Group
31st August 2021 – 13 participants
General comments:
•
•
•
•
•

People were supportive of the level of ambition and seeing it implemented.
The scale of the challenge within the context of the climate emergency and
there was a question as to how far the Council and its partners can influence
change and action.
It was important for respondents to see how the strategy linked with wider
infrastructure, including waste and recycling.
Encouraging community involvement and ensuring there was a focus on
diversity and inclusion.
Enhancing biodiversity with South Gloucestershire Council playing a role in
facilitating community groups to engage – including encouraging of native
flowers, shrubs and trees, leaving long grass, creating ponds and potentially
showing these on a map.

Is there anything you were expecting/hoping to see in the Strategy that wasn’t
included? (Q7 of survey)
A number of different topics were discussed where respondents made suggestions as
to other ideas they thought might be important in the development of the strategy.
These included:
•

•

Dark corridors. Working with Parish Councils on reviewing streetlighting in
their parishes to support the habitats for nocturnal wildlife including bats,
insects, and night-flying birds. Engagement with Police on areas where lowlight would be more problematic than beneficial.
Specifics that individuals can do. How do we engage and direct people to
positive actions?
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Participation from individuals and landowners on their private land –
are there things that can be compelled? What do people need to
understand?
‘Nice to have’ vs Essential Change. Prioritising and identifying the most
pressing issues and the impact it will have. How is the Council willing/able to
use its powers to ensure change?
Brown vs greenfield sites – understanding issues around development,
biodiversity, etc
Building Inter-neighbourhood connectivity for wildlife, preventing
gardens becoming islands.
Ensuring a wide network of cycle lanes/paths and footpaths, not
petering out when further away from main centres.
Linear orchards – suggest planting of fruit trees along streets, other
networks and open spaces to create ‘linear orchards’
More emphasis on the importance of networks for nature and people public rights of way
SMART targets (Specific, Measurable, Actionable, Realistic, Time-based) –
“An annual review of progress is not enough.”
“The ambition and vision is good, though not much re specifics as what do
and by when.”
Budget – “Where is the money coming from to deliver?”
Land - Where is the land coming from to double tree canopy cover?
Planning – “I am concerned about the amount of green space that could
disappear in the next few years.”
Encourage co-operation between Town and Parish Councils – “We know
our local patches.”
Continuity of contact at the SGC - Staff move on quickly and change so
there is no continuity of contacts for the community.
Improve how work joins up across the council and make use of the
friends group co-ordinators.
Protect and embrace our existing assets – farms, parks, woodland,
engine common – need to strengthen protection for green space around the
‘lungs of Bristol.’
Land Protection – “If the Green Infrastructure Strategy will help protect
land, then this a good reason to have it.”

The GI Strategy includes a commitment to work differently for nature and the
environment. As a community group/group member what would you want to be
involved with as part of this? As a community/group member, not your own private
property (Q6 of survey, paraphrased)
Respondents shared their views on what they would like to see and be involved with.
This included seeing a cohesive approach across the network in achieving the
objectives set out in the vision:
•
•

Strong partnerships between South Gloucestershire Council, Parish and
Town Councils. “Sharing a joint vision.”
Ensuring unparished areas don’t suffer because they don’t have additional
resources.
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Supporting community groups to get involved beyond their own immediate
neighbourhoods. How to support people away from the view of, “It’s the
Council’s job” mindset.
Understanding the responsibilities of Parish and Town Councils and South
Gloucestershire Council.
Race equalities network - keen to organise litter pick walks with BME
groups.
Engagement example -Frampton Parish Council holdan open public zoom
meeting prior to committee meetings.
Involve all Parish Councils to pool ideas and resources.
Highlight and share success stories and examples of good joint working.
Connectivity specifics – include space for wildlife opportunities in cycle
network - e.g. Westerleigh to Yate is missing link to Bristol cycle path with
land wide enough for people and nature.
Expand tree planting prog including community orchards.
Join up areas across the Council.
Opportunities for education and school engagement around the importance
of nature.

What would good involvement look like to you going forward?
People wanted to see:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Following through on commitment to reinforce and increase confidence with
clear measurement and accountability.
Clear communication.
Recognising that different areas have a variety of both challenges and
opportunities.
Reinforce good behaviours and for residents and the community to be
custodians of the countryside.
Clear point of contact at the Council - knowing which community groups link
officers in different departments appropriate to their work.
Collaborative communication from several channels – repetition of message
and explanation such as No Mow May, for example.
Example provided by the Race Equality Network of success of holding regular
open meetings and set time slot for the public to engage.
Ensure communities connect with joint communications and collaboration.
This includes unparished areas which need more support.

South Gloucestershire Equalities Voice
We met with the South Gloucestershire Equalities Voice group on 27 July. The
meeting discussed feedback on the strategy regarding key considerations for green
spaces and networks for people with protected characterises and how we can work
together to implement the strategy.
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Further to this meeting, responses to the consultation were received from the South
Gloucestershire Disability Equalities Network and the over 50s Forum (see full
responses in the ‘Other representations’ section below). Follow up meetings were also
held with the Diversity Trust.
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Other Representations
We received emails and letters from residents, organisations, a ward councillor and
parish councils. These responses are shown below:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

3 x Resident responses
Doddington Parish Council
Falfield Parish Council
Ward Councillor
Labour Group
Over 50s Forum
South Glos Disability Equality Network
Natural England – Wessex Team
The Woodland Trust
Avon and Somerset Police

Residents
Resident email
It was some time before I found the page numbers, as they are at the side and very
faint. !
Inevitably I have found the need to skip some parts as not specific to my areas of
interest and knowledge. It still took 3 hours.
General: There are some – but happily not many - places where this doc speaks of
“growth” I know it is hard to find an alternative, but most aware people realise you
cannot have infinite growth on a finite planet. It is certain that growth is by definition not
sustainable (i.e it cannot go on indefinitely.) Avoiding any word which indicates
expansion is hard, but may I suggest progress, advance, success. Although in fact the
best thing to aim for would be economic stability - a steady state economy, or perhaps
resilience.
P12 One thing I believe S.Glos should look at in its own financial affairs – not
mentioned here – is where its investments are placed. There are enough solid
possibilities nowadays which are environment friendly.
P15 On the matter of land use: S.Glos should be aware of the many places where land
has been “banked” by developers until such time as they can effect a change in use to
allow building. An indication on the map of how much is held in this manner would be
instructive. In the meantime what is happening to that land? what is it being used for ?
or is it just sitting idle – perhaps just mown occasionally ? And is there some way to
regain that land for the environment permanently ? (e.g. not by allowing a community
to create a wild area which is subsequently destroyed)
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P23 and 28 Just as there are neighbourhood watch groups, can Council consider
encouraging and supporting nature watch groups. This is in addition to the many
working groups who beaver away on their patch
P 32, 33, 34 white text on a colour is incredibly hard to read.
P 36 and 37 Good info for the Council FB page – with a link to where it comes from
and to the consultation
P 47 – 9 In the matter of Council use of pesticide and herbicides, it is pleasing to see a
desire to reduce their use. But it is also imperative that those using them – especially
outside contractors – be made fully aware of the orders on where and when and how
little. Such orders do not always filter down to the actual operative. The same could be
said of mowing – the workmen must be aware of where NOT to cut. Let us have some
floral signs (as other councils do) to indicate both to workmen and the public that a
verge or area has been deliberately left to nature.
P 47 – 12 With reference to the Environment Enforcement Policy, any prosecutions
should be as high profile as possible – pour encourager les autre
P 48 The Pollinator Plan must not only encourage flowers, but also suitable areas of
habitat, with efforts made to educate on the requirements of solitary bees of all kinds,
how to provide suitable nesting and how to avoid killing them (e.g. mining bees are not
easily seen in the soil and can easily be dug up and their nests destroyed)
P 51 On the Council’s FB page please. – with a link to where it comes form and to the
consultation
P 60 Drainage matters can and should be addressed in many places by the use of
grasscrete and other permeable surfaces. Can this be built into the building regs and
planning arrangements?
P 60 Farmers who have adopted or are adopting regenerative practices will be
supportive, as they are engaged in ensuring better water management. Those who
have not will benefit from advice on this.
P62 – Soil health oh YES
4.7 Can the Council look at arranging landowner meetings/seminars/training days
(such as Groundswell) to spread the information more widely? The work of FarmED is
a case in point of what can and should be done – perhaps they would arrange more
training days with, Council support.
P66 Green Streets and Play Streets are a big yes – many could be both. Children play
while parents plant. Encouraging and supporting schools to teach basic growing skills
(as many are already doing) and the associated cooking and eating – widening this to
include secondary schools would be most beneficial
P67. A dose of nature – quite right. Can the council initiate sessions of Shinrin Yoku
(forest bathing) There is an international group which trains leaders in the necessary
skills to facilitate groups. This would aid Green prescribing making it more focussed;
More folk might attend an organised session rather than just “go outside”
The OneYou/Walking web pages are brilliant – but who know about them ?
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P70. More spaces for folk to grow plants is estimable. Informal get togethers with an
instruction and info element would be of benefit. Allotments – where feasible – could
have a communal double compost bin (fill one as you empty the other) (see P190)
P75 – 5 Yes indeed this is crucial Council could encourage green roofs where
feasible, by supplying easily accessible information; and what about bus shelters with
green roofs - other councils do it.
P78 speaks of valuable trees “lost to development” It is not outside the capacity of
designers to work around trees This has been done in many places – even splitting a
road to go either side of one. There should be few if any circumstances where a
mature tree cannot be accommodated in a development – ditto many hedges.
P81 - 4 Training yes yes
P90 This is crucial – but what about “banked” land (see above)
P95. Drainage ditches are often blocked. In days gone by hedging and ditching went
together. Council used to run hedge-laying training days and these should be revived –
this should include ditching too, and will usually take place on the land of an obliging
farmer - who will get a hedge done properly for nothing ! .
P96. Hedgerows. There is a way to sensitively use flails, to just trim lightly to shape,
some farmers know this, Sadly too many are flailed within an inch of their lives, ripping
through young trees and thicker branches. Sheer vandalism. (See above – more
training days)
P106. Residents gardens do indeed offer a large area for nature – if they have not
been covered in paving, decking, or the appallingly toxic fake grass, I believe (and
hope) Council has built into its planning that builders are not to put this down in new
developments. But it would also be great if there was discouragement of residents
from feeling this is a good idea – with pointers on why. After all it is PL ASTIC, no
matter what the suppliers say, with all the downsides that entails.
Also, some builders are including hedgehog highways in their development and
residents should be encouraged to do the same (P162)
P107. Whatever happened to the Green Dog walkers initiative? I understand it was
arranged on the back of an initial action by another council who wanted cash to use
their ideas and their products. Surely S.Glos can arrange its own version.
P110 Working with farmers and landowners is the way to manage this
P141 – Usage pressures. – the more spaces the less pressure of course. Can there
be a central person to encourage and support more local “friends of” groups –
especially for the smaller areas. (see p170) I was to mention cemeteries here but they
appear later.
P150 Street Care managements need as many staff as it can possible get and then
some. All their areas of activity are crucial they should not be trying to work on a
shoestring personnel wise
P157, Is the landscape design service free or is this a source of income ? It should be
the latter
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P159 – mentions the result of 27.9 million adults pickling up one piece of litter – why
not young people? Please continue and expand details of how much damage and
destruction this can cause to wild life – get some “litter champs” in schools.
P162 – gardens - very good, but how is this disseminated ?
P173 & 174 - duplications (LNRs)
P 174 & 175 Duplication “opportunities”
P181 – hedgerows – yes as above - more hedgelaying training and less flail
vandalism
P 184 Verge Management group is mentioned – who are they ? Good work going on =
keep it up
P 184 Green roundabouts. Brilliant – especially the “planned improvements”
P187 – Play equipment, It would be well worth investigating the adoption of equipment
made from recycled plastic. Impossible to set fire to and tremendously sturdy
P 190. Allotments.- Bonfires are a problem – and absolutely not necessary, As above
– communal composting facilities might deal with this. There should be no need to
dispose of anything more than green stuff so no shredding required. But some
occasional council input of suitable shreddings from their street care work would help
the mix.
P 191 – Can Council provide workshops (on site ?) particularly for those new to
growing, with info on such things as mulching and no-dig systems. Even those with no
allotment, but seeking to grow in their gardens, could benefit.
P192 – in some churchyards, relatives are given an option of whether they would like
their family grave to be cut, or to grow wild flowers. Provided there are adequate
paths, many churches are now letting wild corners develop and this should be
encouraged
P195 – Surely Riverside is accessible by train via AVR ? And by boat if you have one.
Or am I thinking of somewhere else ?
P198 – Civic areas. This one is a big ask, but I would love to see suitable places with
their car park outside the area, before you get there, and cycleshaws to get you into
and around the area. I understand the problem – which was experienced when Oxford
tried this – is that they do not come under any recognised vehicle definition. If this
could be overcome that would be brilliant. Emission free travel and extra jobs. It was
VERY popular in Oxford until the council pulled the plug.
I do hope this has not been to overwhelming as it is designed to help and offer
suggestions and ideas. I have read it through and hope there are not too many
mistakes.

Resident – Email
Community Events are a key factor in communicating with your neighbours, which is
why I am adamant that SGC need to review the Street Trading Policy asap to enable
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us to bring our communities together, attract new members and the volunteers of the
future. The policy is unfair and restrictive to all community groups, it was badly
implemented, badly adopted and working against the very outcomes that is in the
Green Strategy and the councils 4 year plan. Maybe someone might start looking at
this in a different way now they want to attract more voluntary groups.

Resident – Email received 7th September 2021
General
I am very grateful to the authors of the consultation for raising a number of important
issues that we will also incorporate into our Parish Climate Strategy and Local Nature
Action Plan. However:
The summary document is a very pale reflection of the main document – it’s not really
representative.
The full document contains:
•
•
•
•
•

A lot about what South Glos do now
Some about what South Glos would like to achieve
Almost nothing about measurable targets (SMART targets – specific,
measurable, achievable, realistic and time-bound). Most timescales mentioned
are just promises to have an “annual review” or “annual report”
Virtually nothing about new money to achieve these objectives, other than
saying that they’ll look for money from elsewhere
Mentions of education are fairly general – need to be more detailed

Detailed comments
Section 3.2 “Greener Places Engagement Survey – Autumn 2020” raises an
important point about barriers to using green spaces – these barriers need to be
addressed in more detail.
Section 4 “Our Green Infrastructure - priorities and outcomes” - We strongly
support this section in general, particularly the principles in Section 4.1 “Protected and
Restored Nature” about responding to the Nature Emergency by protecting, restoring,
connecting, and increasing nature.
However:
Pages 46/47 – “Setting our goals to restore nature” – These points are rather vague,
e.g. timelines and “annual reviews”; no detail on “Action Plan for Nature”.
Page 48 – “Expanding our green infrastructure network with more land managed for
nature and more investment in nature” – Where is the land coming from to double tree
cover? Good to see proposed Pollinator Action Plan, but no detail.
Page 49 – Local Nature Action Plans – fully support but there is no detail here – needs
pointes to more specific documents
The sections saying “annual review” or “annual reporting” need actual targets
In Section 4.8 “A green and resilient economy”, on page 102, the contribution of green
volunteers contribution is recognised, but help is needed to promote green
volunteering more.
In Section 4.9 “Stronger working together” – Is this “Doing with” (cooperative) or “Doing
to” (directive)? Driven bottom up or top down? The aspiration is cooperation, but will it
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in practice be expert-driven rather than acknowledging the knowledge and skills in the
community? What boundaries will be set by lack of funds or by the economic clout of
developers and commercial organisations?
Various pages/sections: The acknowledged value of the roles that private gardens can
play conflicts with the squeezed conditions of modern developments and the trend to
“urban living” – again a factor of the economic clout of developers and commercial
organisations.
Page 107 “Community and Voluntary Sector” acknowledges the role of community
groups. “the council supports applications to many sources of additional funding,
bringing further investment into our communities” – but more funding is needed, not
just the current levels available. This section does not hint at any increase.
Page 110 – Important objectives which we particularly support, but which need more
specific actions and targets, not just annual reviews and reports:
3. Town and parish councils – we will work with town and parish councils to share
practices, informing and supporting our work to agree and deliver shared priorities and
goals for green infrastructure across our area including at least one seminar/workshop
per year. Annual reporting on progress.
4. Residents – widening and increasing participation – we will continue to co-prepare
and implement our equalities impact assessment and action plan to inform our
communications plan to widen and increase engagement residents in the Greener
Places Action Plan. Annual review of progress.
5. Community groups – we will work with community ‘Friends of’ groups, local nature
groups and public rights of way volunteers to engage, empower, build capacity, and
inspire our work together across South Gloucestershire. Annual reporting on progress.
Section 5 – “Our strategic Green Infrastructure spatial priorities and
programmes” – most of this section is very general in nature, not specific enough.
On page 113 – Connectivity for nature and for people – We can see a specific
opportunity. The Westerleigh “missing link” cycleway which is currently being
investigated to link Yate to the Bristol and Bath Railway Path could potentially do both
– needs to be factored into the investigation.
Pages 125, 126, 129, 130, 132 - Maps have too little detail to make sense of them,
even with local knowledge.
On page 126 – Map “South Gloucestershire Levels of Deprivation” – Looks strange,
Dodington South Ward is in Quintile 2. Data needs to be checked.
On page 127 – Map “Accessing services and facilities” – No key for colours
On page 129 – Maps “Nature Recovery Network” and page 130 – “Access to open
green space.” Strangely it’s the country areas that seem to have the least access to
open space. Needs investigation.
Section 6 – “Our Green Spaces Asset Management Plan”
Section 6 should be very important for the Dodington North West and North East
wards because of the amount of S Glos green space. Section 6 as a whole however
tends towards “What we’re responsible for” and “What we’re already doing” rather than
being forward-looking, which is disappointing.
Section 6.1.4. – “Our challenges and opportunities” – This is an important section, but
there are some underlying themes of “We haven’t got enough money” – conveys the
impression that this strategy may not be financially achievable.
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Section 6.4.3 – “Our goals” – Looks like South Glos will need more green space to
achieve them, but it doesn’t say so. We suggest a target of increasing public green
space.
Section 6.5.1 “Requirements of maintaining and sustaining our green spaces” has a
long litany of S Glos responsibilities. Some of these would not be necessary if Staple
Hill and Kingswood had town councils. Some others could be devolved.
Maintaining green spaces seems to mean different things to parts of South Glos, such
as ripping out valuable hedges. Policies and procedures need to be put in place to
avoid “destructive management of green assets” without consultation.
Section 6.5.2 “Costs of maintaining and sustaining our green spaces” - Page 154 Direct spending of the council on maintenance of green spaces – does not
acknowledge the principle and contribution of Special Expenses.
Section 6.7 – “Our green space asset group management plans”:
Page 180 – Street trees – Does not mention potential problems due to roots (damage
to foundations and infrastructure – though this is covered later on Page 198) – street
trees need to be designed in on new developments, but the street space is now being
squeezed by “developer economics” in a way that makes this very difficult. The latest
developments in North Yate and at Normandy Drive are examples.
Page 180/181 – Community Orchards – We fully support one of the (scarce) really
specific targets in this consultation “to have one well managed climate change-resilient
community orchard within a 15 minute walk of every urban community” and further
suggest that “strip orchards” could double as wildlife corridors.
Page 189/190 – Allotments – South Glos only have 350 allotment plots, mainly in
Kingswood. Parish and Town Councils are the main providers of allotments. We
suggest that South Glos should be more proactive in providing new allotment sites.
Section 7 – “Our Action Plan” can be summarised as “An action plan is being
prepared”, which is disappointing. This needs to be much more detailed, and to be
fleshed out very quickly.

Parish Councils
Doddington Parish Council
General
The summary document – is not really representative of the full document.
The full document contains:
•
•
•

•

A lot about what South Gloucestershire do currently
Some about what South Gloucestershire would like to achieve
Almost nothing about measurable targets (SMART targets – specific,
measurable, achievable, realistic and time-bound). Most timescales
mentioned are just promises to have an “annual review” or “annual
report”
Virtually nothing about new money to achieve these objectives, other
than saying that they’ll look for money from elsewhere
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•

Mentions of education are fairly general – need to be more detailed

Detailed comments
Section 3.2 “Greener Places Engagement Survey – Autumn 2020” raises an important
point about barriers to using green spaces – these barriers need to be addressed in
more detail by all parties.
Specific to Dodington Parish Council – we own and maintain playing fields in Yate –
and they are well used by everyone. Access to fields at certain points is impeded due
to the grass verges (which if weather bad get very muddy). We have a memorial
garden that has DDA kissing gate and 1.5m wide paths all the way around and
benches….however – if people are in wheelchairs or mobility scooters it is difficult if
not impossible for them to access. As a council we have been trying to liaise with SGC
and get license to install footpath over the verge. DPC are willing to do all searches,
pay for installation (to a certain specification) and the upkeep of it…but need the
license. This has been ongoing now for more than 2 years. This is just one example.
Section 4 “Our Green Infrastructure - priorities and outcomes” - We strongly support
this section in general, particularly the principles in Section 4.1 “Protected and
Restored Nature” about responding to the Nature Emergency by protecting, restoring,
connecting, and increasing nature.
However:
• Pages 46/47 – “Setting our goals to restore nature” – These points are rather vague,
e.g. timelines and “annual reviews”; no detail on “Action Plan for Nature”.
• Page 48 – “Expanding our green infrastructure network with more land managed for
nature and more investment in nature” – Where is the land coming from to double tree
cover? How many tree’s does this entail? Will they then be looked after? Good to see
proposed Pollinator Action Plan, but no detail. How many
• Page 49 – Local Nature Action Plans – fully support but there is no detail here –
needs pointes to more specific documents
• The sections saying “annual review” or “annual reporting” need actual targets
In Section 4.8 “A green and resilient economy”, on page 102, the contribution of green
volunteers contribution is recognised, but help is needed to promote green
volunteering more. Particularly since Covid-19 a lot of voluntary organisations are
suffering. Specific to Dodington Parish Council – Avon Wildlife Trust (Southwold
Branch) and Wapley Bushes Conservation Group.
In Section 4.9 “Stronger working together” – Is this “Doing with” (cooperative) or “Doing
to” (directive)? Driven bottom up or top down? The aspiration is cooperation, but will it
in practice be expert-driven rather than acknowledging the knowledge and skills in the
community? What boundaries will be set by lack of funds or by the economic clout of
developers and commercial organisations?
Various pages/sections: The acknowledged value of the roles that private gardens can
play conflicts with the squeezed conditions of modern developments and the trend to
“urban living” – again a factor of the economic clout of developers and commercial
organisations. Also due to lack of parking we have seen a lot of front gardens paved
over.
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Page 107 “Community and Voluntary Sector” acknowledges the role of community
groups. “the council supports applications to many sources of additional funding,
bringing further investment into our communities” – but more funding is needed, not
just the current levels available. This section does not hint at any increase.
Page 110 – Important objectives which we particularly support, but which need more
specific actions and targets, not just annual reviews and reports:
• 3. Town and parish councils – we will work with town and parish councils to share
practices, informing and supporting our work to agree and deliver shared priorities and
goals for green infrastructure across our area including at least one seminar/workshop
per year. Annual reporting on progress.
• 4. Residents – widening and increasing participation – we will continue to co-prepare
and implement our equalities impact assessment and action plan to inform our
communications plan to widen and increase engagement residents in the Greener
Places Action Plan. Annual review of progress.
• 5. Community groups – we will work with community ‘Friends of’ groups, local nature
groups and public rights of way volunteers to engage, empower, build capacity, and
inspire our work together across South Gloucestershire. Annual reporting on progress.
Section 5 – “Our strategic Green Infrastructure spatial priorities and programmes” –
most of this section is very general in nature, not specific enough.
On page 113 – Connectivity for nature and for people – We can see a specific
opportunity. The Westerleigh “missing link” cycleway which is currently being
investigated to link Yate to the Bristol and Bath Railway Path could potentially do both
– needs to be factored into the investigation.
We are also keen to join up footpaths, parks and open spaces within our area – and
have talked to SGC previously about projects such as the ‘Blue Line’ project in
Bicester. We have a great network of pathways – but better signposting is required
including distances / times to walk to places.
Pages 125, 126, 129, 130, 132 - Maps have too little detail to make sense of them,
even with local knowledge.
On page 126 – Map “South Gloucestershire Levels of Deprivation” – Looks strange,
Dodington South Ward is in Quintile 2. Data needs to be checked.
On page 127 – Map “Accessing services and facilities” – No key for colours
On page 129 – Maps “Nature Recovery Network” and page 130 – “Access to open
green space.” Strangely it’s the country areas that seem to have the least access to
open space. Needs investigation.
Section 6 – “Our Green Spaces Asset Management Plan”
Section 6 should be very important for the Dodington North West and North East
wards because of the amount of South Gloucestershire green space. Section 6 as a
whole however tends towards “What we’re responsible for” and “What we’re already
doing” rather than being forward-looking, which is disappointing.
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Section 6.1.4. – “Our challenges and opportunities” – This is an important section, but
there are some underlying themes of “We haven’t got enough money” – conveys the
impression that this strategy may not be financially achievable.
Section 6.4.3 – “Our goals” – Looks like South Gloucestershire will need more green
space to achieve them, but it doesn’t say so. We suggest a target of increasing public
green space.
Section 6.5.1 “Requirements of maintaining and sustaining our green spaces” has a
long litany of S Glos responsibilities. Some of these would not be necessary if Staple
Hill and Kingswood had town councils. Some others could be devolved.
Section 6.5.2 “Costs of maintaining and sustaining our green spaces” - Page 154 Direct spending of the council on maintenance of green spaces – does not
acknowledge the principle and contribution of Special Expenses.
Section 6.7 – “Our green space asset group management plans”:
Page 180 – Street trees – Does not mention potential problems due to roots (damage
to foundations and infrastructure – though this is covered later on Page 198) – street
trees need to be designed in on new developments, but the street space is now being
squeezed by “developer economics” in a way that makes this very difficult. The latest
developments in North Yate and at Normandy Drive are
examples.
Page 180/181 – Community Orchards – We fully support one of the (scarce) really
specific targets in this consultation “to have one well managed climate change-resilient
community orchard within a 15 minute walk of every urban community” and further
suggest that “strip orchards” could double as wildlife corridors.
Page 189/190 – Allotments – South Glos only have 350 allotment plots, mainly in
Kingswood. Parish and Town Councils are the main providers of allotments. We
suggest that South Gloucestershire should be more proactive in providing new
allotment sites.
Section 7 – “Our Action Plan” can be summarised as “An action plan is being
prepared”, which is disappointing. This needs to be much more detailed, and to be
fleshed out very quickly.
CONCLUSIONS
Dodington Parish Council have looked at the questions asked in the ‘Questionnaire’ a
copy has been sent. Members feel that the visions and objectives of the plan are all
‘Very Important’ and they would love to work alongside SGC to make these a reality.
However, there is concern over communication, budgets, education….maybe this will
be fleshed out more in the action plan?
A number of the issues raised we will also incorporate into our Parish Climate Strategy
and Local Nature Action Plan….As well as the Green Thread that is described within
the strategy – members of Dodington Parish Council see a link between a lot of the
consultations – hot topics at moment – this being ‘Health and Wellbeing’…
At one of the briefing sessions – matter of hedge destruction was mentioned by a
conservation group. Dodington Parish Council have experienced this recently
too….and members felt that something should be mentioned along lines that SGC
should try and avoid ‘destructive management of green assets without consultation’.
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Falfield Parish Council
Falfield Parish Council wish to make the following observations, comments, and
objections in regard to the above consultation.
In regard to the Main Green Infrastructure Strategy and Summary Green Infrastructure
Documents which accompany this consultation, we wish to make the following
comments and observations in relation to these documents:• On Page 124 of the Full Strategy Document all the inland SSSI’s are missing from
the Heritage and Ecology map.
• On page 127 of the Full Strategy Document the key annotation is missing on the
Accessing Services and Facility Map.
• On page 129 of the Full Strategy Document the Nature Recovery Map is not clear
enough, it displays too much information and you unable to zoom in to see information
in more detail. Locations cannot be easily identified to aid orientation; it is therefore
considered not to be user friendly and requires improvement if it is to form part of the
future strategy.
• As with page 129 , on page 130 of the Full Strategy Document the Accessibility to
Open Green Space in the West of England Map is not clear enough, it displays too
much information, and you are unable to zoom in to see information in more detail. It is
therefore considered not to be user friendly and requires improvement if it is to form
part of the future strategy.
• On page 132 of the Full Strategy Document the map displaying the Potential
Strategic Green Infrastructure Corridor is not very easy to read as Parishes and
Towns, along with major road networks, are not shown on the map making it
impossible to compare with a similar map showing the current Green Infrastructure on
page 120 which does provide this information.
Given that we have concentrated on Section 5 and in particular pages 119 to 133
where we have found the above issues, we would assume that there are similar
occurrences elsewhere is the main document.
Also although we welcome a Green Infrastructure Strategy Summary Document we
note that the numbering system for the various headings and subheadings between
the Full and Summary documents do not correspond with one another and are
therefore confusing.
Referring back to Section 5 we note that the emerging and potential strategic green
infrastructure map on page 132, whilst difficult to read, appears to be proposing to
remove a vast swathe of green infrastructure corridor from within the parish of Falfield.
We wish to point out that the majority of our parish is designated 'Green Infrastructure
and Nature' in the current South Glos Core Strategy 2006-2027 Green Infrastructure
map. Falfield Parish Council want to object in the strongest of terms to the removal of
this designation for parts of our parish in the emerging strategy map. No adequate
explanations or justifications have been given for removing it. The landscape in
question is important to protect, it is the first impression visitors travelling along the
A38 from the north have of South Gloucestershire, with its rolling hills, prime
agricultural land and deer parks. There are extensive elevated views over this land
from a number of visibly important hillsides and historic properties.
Travelling from Thornbury, via the B4061 (Gloucester Road) coming into the parish,
there are views to the north to Eastwood Park deer park and the hillside rising to the
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Tytherington Ridge. From the A38 running through the spine of the parish via Whitfield
and Falfield Village there are views to the west across Eastwood Park and Tortworth to
the east, which we consider to be very important, attractive rural vistas and important
wildlife corridors worthy of protection and consideration.
Falfield Parish Council do not want parts of the current strategic green infrastructure
corridor designation in our parish removed in the emerging plan. Moving forward we
would like to see the diagrammatic map on page 132 of the full strategy document
(and the corresponding summary document) revised accordingly.

Other Representations
Ward Councillor
I’m very interested on how the council will be developing this report, particularly in
terms of providing adequate and accessible sporting facilities and what sports are in
demand in South Gloucestershire.

Labour Group
Please accept this submission to the consultation on behalf of the Labour Group on
South Gloucestershire Council:
“On the whole we welcome the draft Green Infrastructure Strategy however we do
have some points for consideration.
We believe the Green Infrastructure Strategy needs to address the current limited
transport links, accessibility and information on how to access our green infrastructure
for all users with particularly thought for our disabled and less mobile residents and
visitors This should include consideration for public transport links whilst also
recognising the need for accessible vehicle parking spaces, toilet facilities and other
requirements of users of our green spaces who have restricted mobility.
We believe the strategy could be developed to better define the role and protections of
our Green Belt land. We recognise the role that Green Belt land could and should
have to support the ambition that all residents should live within 15 minutes of some
green space as a valued part of planning and building ‘wellbeing’ into our built
environment. We also feel that, while the strategy is strong on ambition, it is noticeably
weak on measurable targets to hold the council to account for its future success or
otherwise.
We think it is regrettable that the decision was made to close the consultation in
advance of the public and high profile climate event at the end of September and hope
that any relevant findings from the event can help inform the development of our Green
Infrastructure Strategy.
We would like to see a clear strategy for the proper husbandry of less regularly mown
green spaces. The ecological benefits of long grass and allowing a greater diversity of
plant life is accepted and welcomed however this will still need an element of
landscaping as well as active planting programmes of native species rather than
allowing verges etc to go feral with little active land husbandry.
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We also recognise the role community and friends groups have in cherishing our green
infrastructure and the council should set out how they can support these valuable
groups e.g. developing an event licence process and fee which supports this valuable
work. For every open space for which the Council is not solely responsible, we believe
that a schedule of responsibility should be publicly available for all interested parties to
understand where responsibility for particular aspects rests, and to whom particular
issues should be addressed. It is also noted that this strategy is largely un-costed
which will need to be addressed in the future in order to manage expectations and
meet increasing financial pressures.”

Over 50s Forum
The SG Over 50’s Forum are grateful that [redacted] was able to come to speak with
us.
Rather than complete a questionnaire we would like to offer some thoughts. A green
strategy relates to the way we live our lives besides are green spaces.
Housing – All new build housing should be required to have solar panels and where
possible grey water. Our water is a limited resource which we need to use carefully.
Transport – We know that transport has now moved to WECA and they are
discussing Mass Transport. We are keen to see public transport go to places people
want to go and to be environmentally friendly. If we want to get people of all ages out
and about then we need better mass transport systems rather than everyone using
their cars. It may be a great idea that we all have electric cars or hybrids but charging
ones car whether we live rurally or in urban areas seems to be an impossible target. In
parts of greater London they are using lamp posts for charging but if someone parks in
the limited car spaces but isn’t charging their car then the problem is exasperated.
Perhaps cars will need solar panels!!
Green Spaces –Parks, commons and areas where one can walk and enjoy the
environment are really good for our mental health. However it sees that are a hidden
secret. We hopefully know what is near us but we need to be attracted to other great
spaces. Some people will have found green spaces due to lockdowns. Even alternate
directions can make a place seem different.
Bristol has got big green spaces like Ashton Court, Blaise Castle, the Down, Leigh
Woods, Oldbury Court, Snuff Mills, Stoke Park etc. Where have we got in South
Gloucestershire? We know there are some reserves, there are formal walking paths
and Yate has a big green area but we need to promote the green space and make it
more of a destination.
SGC need to ensure there is a button easily seen on the website that promotes
destinations including green spaces. We also need that as paper copies. Our older
population and families with limited resources need to be able to pick up a leaflet that
gives them green spaces information.
When people get to the green space it may have a marvellous adventure playground,
activities for the children and young people, a café, toilets, picnic areas. It needs
people to be able a day of the visit. Where there are green spaces and formal gardens
the need for seats, a café and toilets are the same.
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It would be great if any big parks had a changing place so people with disabilities can
enjoy the park. (In Devizes people with disabilities we encouraged to help the Town
Council to create a park that felt friendly to them. Hillworth Park, money was acquired
from the Big Lottery to make the park a great place for everyone.) Getting involvement
from various elements of the community can really ensure parks have something for
everyone. There becomes a local ownership.
Where there are great walks we need to ensure there is appropriate signage. In the
‘old’ days Parish Councils had someone who monitored footpaths and bridle paths but
these days it doesn’t appear to happen so walks become overgrown and some farmers
make it difficult for the route to stay useable. The SGC or Parish Councils would need
to better maintain the routes. Of course SG has some areas with no town or parish
council even if this requirement was reinstated.
We know that the Arena is coming so what green space for fun and relaxation will be
created. What green spaces can we encourage visitors from across the country to
enjoy whilst in our area? It feels as though it is promotion and improvement of good
spaces that is lacking.
We hope something of our thoughts are of use, besides anything we shared with
[redacted].

South Gloucestershire Disability Equality Network
Key points:
•

•
•

•
•
•
•

Comments focused around the practical elements to encourage better
information sharing about green spaces. This includes providing accessible
information about green spaces for all types of disability – including Easy Read
versions of information.
Regular updates to web pages with links to the community spaces newsletter
and maps of accessible green spaces.
Ensuring accessibility for all residents, including people who describe
themselves as having learning, sensory or physical disabilities, a mental health
condition or long-standing illness.
Including disabled people in design, implementation and evaluation of plans
and strategies from the outset.
Working with medical professions and GP practises to encourage the use of
nature and the benefits it offers.
Advertising in Easy Read along with accessible web pages that have
information about green spaces in the area.
Run pilot or test access days of different spaces with groups representing a
range of disabilities and protected characteristics.
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Areas for action:
•

•

•
•

•

Raise awareness and ensure inclusion and representation by actively going to
the target groups and organisations with larger groups of disabled people (e.g.
“Not just the usual mechanisms for pushing info out.”)
Enable access to communication materials in multiple languages with a mix of
written, audio-visual, pictorial and interactive resources would help address
potential worries or issues around accessibility – e.g. with FAQs on disabled
parking, toilet and changing access, bus routes, busy times of day for visiting
etc.
Need to co-produce with disability groups and develop user panels from the
outset to work more effectively for planning and managing green infrastructure.
Look at training possibilities for volunteers including “Friends” groups to ensure
they are as ‘disability-friendly’ as well as they can be. This could include
specific training such as Dementia Friends.
Where reference is made to working with Disability Equality Group, be specific
about which ones, time scales and show there is sufficient time to plan and
implement.

Natural England – Wessex
Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure
that the natural environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of
present and future generations, thereby contributing to sustainable development.
Natural England welcomes the preparation of Greener Places strategy.
We are pleased that the draft strategy reflects and aligns with the West of England
Green Infrastructure Strategy (JGIS). In identifying strategic priorities and
programmes, the draft strategy has also been informed by and responded to a range
of social, economic, and environmental evidence including in relation to levels of
deprivation, public access, landscape character, flood risk, soils, and the Nature
Recovery Network mapping of ecological networks and opportunities for the West of
England.
The draft strategy recognises the richness and diversity of South Gloucestershire’s
natural environment and its essential role in sustaining life and communities, but also
that it is under
increasing and competing pressures including from new development, agriculture, and
the effects of climate change – as a result the natural environment is becoming
degraded and less able to provide essential ecosystem services. The Greener Places
strategy has a crucial role to play therefore in supporting a sustainable strategy for
development in tandem with the new Local Plan, in delivering local actions that
respond to the climate and nature emergencies the Council has declared, and in local
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delivery of national priorities, particularly those set out in the Government’s 25 Year
Environment Plan.
The draft strategy is clear that GI needs to be strategically planned from the outset, at
all spatial scales, sympathetically designed and managed, and adequately resourced
in order to deliver its full range of functions (or ecosystems services) and to optimise its
economic, social, and environmental benefits.
An important role for the GI strategy therefore is to provide a framework for an
integrated and cross sector approach.
The draft strategy helpfully explains green infrastructure and other related terms and
concepts including natural capital and ecosystem services. It also provides an
overview of the wealth of evidence recognising the multiple functions and benefits of
green infrastructure and draws together the legislation and many national, regional and
local strategies, plans and policies supporting its essential role and multiple
contributions to addressing climate change, protecting natural resources,
human health and well-being, and achieving sustainable development.
It will also be important to increase understanding and buy-in among stakeholders,
including local communities, developers, businesses, land owners and land managers,
of the essential role well planned green infrastructure can play in restoring nature and
protecting natural resources and the benefits it brings to their lives and businesses. As
well as mapping and describing the existing physical network of natural and seminatural areas and features and opportunities and priorities for enhancement, the
Greener Places strategy will need to provide a mechanism to enable all of these
interests to engage in and contribute to its implementation through the forthcoming
Action Plan.
We are pleased that the need to integrate GI into the planning and development
process is recognised in the draft strategy – the recently adopted GI SPD provides
clear and detailed guidance to support and amplify existing GI policies, and we would
encourage the council to include an action to develop model policies for the new local
plan in line with the Greener Places strategy outcomes, commitments, goals, and
actions. We expect the GI Policy Assessment Matrix referred to in the
WoE GI strategy will also be relevant.
The WoE JGIS Action Plan includes a range of joint WECA/UA actions including
further mapping to inform green infrastructure and the nature recovery network;
providing guidance on establishing approaches to BNG and NCA; and monitoring and
regular review of progress. The WoE JGIS
indicators of success will be derived from those in the 25 YEP. It would be helpful if the
Greener Places Strategy Action Plan could clarify the relationship with the JGIS
actions to rationalise work streams to ensure a consistent and cost-effective approach
that avoids duplication of effort.
We also offer the following comments on specific aspects of the draft GI strategy.
The vision
Our vision is for 'greener places where people and nature thrive'
The vision is brief and snappy and appears to be the vision of the council/South
Gloucestershire Partnership rather than for the Greener Places Strategy itself. We note
below...
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The Greener Places Strategy has been prepared by South Gloucestershire Council,
our partners and residents, and sets out a shared vision, priorities, commitments and
action to transform the role, creation and management of ‘greener places’, now and
into the future across our area.
The timeframe and level of ambition for the vision are not clear – perhaps these could
be incorporated when relevant baselines are identified and the priorities, targets and
indicators of
success agreed; we expect these details will be needed to inform the implementation,
monitoring and evaluation of the GP strategy - these could be established in the
proposed Action Plan.
A collaborative approach to implementing the strategy will be essential so it will be
important to engage a wide range of interests in the planning, delivery and long term
stewardship of new and existing green infrastructure - with this in mind we suggest the
vision might be strengthened by incorporating a clearer commitment to involving
stakeholders and achieving tangible benefits - for example, local schools are reporting
increased access to nature and seeing more wildlife and land
managers are reporting healthier soils and a greater diversity and number of
pollinators.
Delivery of spatial priorities and projects requires land, whether owned or managed,
and funding for establishment and maintenance/management. We welcome
recognition of this in the strategy and would encourage further development of options
such as habitat banking as a means of ensuring
mechanisms are in place to deliver a variety of obligations or requirements in a timely
manner. The Council has good examples to draw upon locally, such as the habitat
creation at Severnside under the ASEA project.
Existing plans, strategies, and actions
The draft strategy identifies many existing plans, strategies and actions which are at
various stages of progress and implementation – these include sub regional: the WoE
GI Strategy and Action Plan; WoE Regional Recovery Plan; JLTP4; Joint Walking &
Cycling Infrastructure Plan; FOA Tree and
Woodland Strategy; Bristol Avon Catchment Flood Plan; WENP Mainstreaming Green
Care Plan; Cotswold Nature Recovery Plan…And district: South Gloucestershire
Climate Emergency Strategy and Action Plan; Physical Activity Strategy; Early Help
Strategy; Ageing Better Plan; Equality Plan; Frome Reconnected Catchment Plan;
Resources and Waste Plan. The council also intends to finalise its Air Quality Strategy
and Action Plan (in response to the AQMA) and prepare a South Gloucestershire
Pollinator Action Plan. In short there is a lot of activity happening or planned that is
relevant to the Greener Places strategy, and with more action plans being proposed,
this is
potentially quite confusing and difficult to follow for many stakeholders.
While this is likely to be challenging, perhaps the Greener Places Action Plan could
include a project to monitor progress of the plans and strategies highlighted in the draft
Greener Places Strategy where they have a bearing on or contribute to achieving its
outcomes, priorities, and programmes this could also help to communicate with stakeholders, and to coordinate, channel, and
prioritise actions/resourcing, recognising there are likely to be interdependences
between projects and potentially a need for sequencing some of these.
Aside from existing plans and strategies it is worth noting the likely introduction Local
Nature Recovery Strategies through the Environment Bill. The Greener Places strategy
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is clearly being informed by partnership work already undertaken on the nature
recovery network through WENP, and the council is further developing its
understanding of nature recovery priorities and opportunities. This will be very helpful
in providing important building blocks for a LNRS, including a
good understanding of the relationship between it and the Greener Places strategy.
Lessons learnt from the five LNRS pilots were published earlier this year and may be
helpful in finalising the detailed actions that the Greener Places strategy will deliver.
Our strategic Green Infrastructure spatial priorities and programmes
The draft strategy proposes Location specific programmes and Network scale
programmes, all of which appear positive for nature, people and places and we look
forward to continuing to work with South Gloucestershire Council and others to help to
develop and deliver at least some of the strategic projects it highlights.
Our emerging strategic Green Infrastructure corridors
The draft strategy identifies nine potential strategic green infrastructure corridors,
noting that Methodology and evidence to inform further detailed identification of these
corridors is being scoped, with the aim of supporting planning and place making as we
prepare our Local Plan.
Based on the strategic GI corridors map and descriptions, Natural England supports
these in principle. It is clear that national and international designated sites form part of
the corridors, including Lower Woods SSSI, St Catherine’s Valley SSSI and the Severn
Estuary SSSI, SPA, SAC, Ramsar site, as well as numerous locally designated sites
and nature reserves. This presents an opportunity to protect statutory and nonstatutory sites and species as part of the programme and enable the housing and other
growth identified in the SDS and new local plan.
For example, the Severn Estuary is sensitive to the effects of development, including
from increased recreation, noise, lighting, and loss/degradation of functionally linked
land. These and other potential effects, including changes in air and/or water quality,
will need to be assessed in relation to the new
local plan. The String of Pearls presents an opportunity to identify any mitigation and
enhancement measures required to protect the interest features of the Severn Estuary
designated site, and any proportionate contributions that will be expected from new
development or other potential funding
streams.
Recreation is also a consideration for other designated sites, for example we
understand soil compaction/erosion is an issue in parts of Lower Woods SSSI and the
Lower Woods and vale
Strategic GI Corridor appears to offer huge scope to address these sorts of issues
alongside increasing woodland connectivity.
The draft strategy recognises that access to green space and green infrastructure is
essential for healthy communities and that some communities are better served than
others. It also recognises that existing green spaces and sites are already under
pressure from recreation, noting in section
6.1.4 Our challenges and opportunities that the Covid 19 pandemic has highlighted the
pressures on green spaces regarding changes in user volumes, usage and patterns.
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These pressures could be exacerbated or relieved by new housing development
depending on the level and quality of new or enhanced green spaces and green
infrastructure it provides.
We expect this will be an important consideration for the new local plan.
The potential strategic GI corridors that have been identified reflect the WENP
ecosystem/NRN mapping, which should ensure they connect seamlessly across
administrative boundaries. It will however be important to ensure neighbouring
authorities are aware of and supportive of these,
particularly those beyond the West of England.
Funding/resourcing
Adequate funding for green infrastructure and nature recovery is essential but is clearly
extremely challenging with so many competing priorities. This is reflected in the overall
aim of the West of England JGIS programme to secure investment in GI planning and
provision, similar to that of other infrastructure.
By evidencing the need and use of natural solutions to address the climate emergency
and declining biodiversity, as well as health and other benefits for people, securing
sustained investment in the natural environment and GI should be guaranteed. (ref
JGIS Foreword)
With the above in mind we are pleased to see the following commitment in the draft
strategy:
14. Strategic GI programmes and projects – we will continue to work with our partners
to progress our strategic GI programmes and projects pipeline portfolio to investment
readiness (including the Common Connections and River Frome Reconnected
programmes) to enable a proactive response
to future funding opportunities including habitat banking for our nature recovery
network priorities to deliver multiple benefits for nature, people and places. Annual
review of progress.
Natural Capital Accounting
NCA is a mechanism for putting an economic value on natural assets and ecosystem
services and is intended to support better environmental decision making. Natural
England is supportive of exploring NCA and is providing a modest contribution to
establishing a NC baseline for the Common
Connections project. The draft strategy explains and endorses the mitigation hierarchy,
so we would expect any NCA approach that emerges from the Common Connections
pilot project will be consistent with this principle (seeking first to avoid harm) and the
need to protect irreplaceable
habitats.
There may be other sources of funding from Natural England that could contribute to
the Location specific programmes and Network scale programmes, for example our
Catchment Sensitive Farming Scheme and Environmental Stewardship schemes could
have a role to play in addressing the water quality and other issues identified by the
BACP.
Natural England is also working with WENP and Bristol, North Somerset and South
Gloucestershire (BNSSG) on a Green Social Prescribing Pilot project – Grants
Scheme. We have recruited a new post to support the Pilot project and there will be
some funding to support green social prescribing initiatives that are in line with the
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West of England Nature Partnership Mainstreaming Green Care Plan and the draft
Greener Places priorities and outcomes for improved health and wellbeing for all.
Carbon sequestration
The draft strategy recognises that well planned and managed GI has an important role
in improving carbon sequestration. Natural England has recently published a report on
carbon sequestration of different habitat types Carbon Storage and Sequestration by
Habitat 2021 - NERR094 (naturalengland.org.uk) which may help to identify areas to
focus management for carbon sequestration and increasing the area of habitat types
with the best carbon sequestration
capabilities. For example, this approach might fit well with the string of pearls
programme in the Severn Vale and Estuary as healthy wetlands are particularly good
carbon sinks.
We would be happy to comment further on the emerging Greener Places Strategy and
the forthcoming Action Plan, but if in the meantime you have any queries regarding this
letter please do not hesitate to contact me

The Woodland Trust
The Woodland Trust (“the Trust”) is the UK’s leading woodland conservation charity
and wants to see a UK that is rich in native woods and trees, for people and wildlife.
We aim to achieve this by restoring and improving woodland biodiversity and
increasing people’s understanding and enjoyment of woods and trees.
We are pleased to already work alongside South Gloucestershire Council through our
Outreach programme, with your colleagues on the West of England Nature Partnership
and through delivery of the West of England Tree Strategy, with the West of England
Combined Authority and Forest of Avon Trust.
I would like to suggest the following 14 modifications to the draft Greener Places
Strategy to make it an even stronger document for delivering better outcomes for
nature, climate and the environment and people of South Gloucestershire.
Modification 1:
Page 17 – Heritage. To the list of examples of heritage, please could you add in
‘natural heritage, including ancient woodland and veteran and ancient trees’. These
are a key part of our heritage and are very worthy of a mention in this list.
Modification 2:
Page 43. To the paragraph on Trees and woodlands, please would you consider
adding the following statement and referencing the Woodland Trust’s, State of Woods
and Trees report? This would highlight the imperative for protecting, restoring and
creating woodland within South Gloucestershire.

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/media/49731/state-of-the-uks-woods-and-trees2021-the-woodland-trust.pdf (Please use the recommended citation on page 4).
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Modification 3:
Page 61. The prose regarding the links between nature and health and well being
benefits, could be strengthened by moving to the top of the ‘Why this matters’ section,
the reference to the University of Exeter Research by White et al (2019). There is a
powerful line that could be added from their abstract which reads:
‘Greater exposure to, or contact with natural environments (e.g. parks, woodlands and
beaches) is associated with better health and wellbeing’.
Additionally, I would like to refer you to the following Woodland Trust case study
publication for further information regarding Healthy Woods, Healthy Lives:
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/publications/2013/10/healthy-woods-healthy-lives/
This document could be used to inform the council’s thinking on this subject.
Modification 4:
Page 114. Please could the Ancient Tree Inventory be added to the list of evidence
sources, as this is an important resource for understanding where ancient woodland
and trees are within the landscape.
Modification 5:
Page 119. Please could the following sentence be added to paragraph 5.2.3. South
Gloucestershire Planning Policy ‘Strategies will be considered which will ensure that
sites designated for nature conservation are held in perpetuity such as using village
greens and commons where sites are not afforded other protections’.
Modification 6:
Page 124. This map could benefit from the inclusion of an Ancient Woodland category
/ or layer, particularly where this occurs and is not in protected areas, as this
irreplaceable habitat should be afforded protection from development through
paragraph 180c of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF).
Modification 7:
Page 126. It would be interesting to see how the availability of green spaces interacts
with the map of deprivation to highlight where inequalities are and to see if there are
any areas of correlation – e.g., high deprivation with a lack of green space. Perhaps,
this map could be amended to show this or a second map could be added.
Modification 8:
Page 129. It is difficult to distinguish between the 2 greens for Woodland connectivity
opportunities and Existing grassland in the legend, which appear to be very similar
shades.
Perhaps the legend could be made clearer. Perhaps the ‘Existing grassland’ heading
should also be ‘Existing woodland’, in the Woodland section of the key.
Modification 9:
Page 174. To assist with the LNR designation, the woodland trust can offer assistance
with Ancient Tree Inventory mapping and surveying. The Woodland Trust would also
be happy to assist with the development of management plans for ancient woodlands.
Modification 10:
Page 175. Is the paragraph on opportunities a duplication of the paragraph on 174?
Modification 11:
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Page 175. Is the section on commons an appropriate place to discuss the potential for
commons and village greens to be used as designations for nature conservation sites
without protection currently, to ensure perpetuity?
Modification 12:
Page 182. The Woodland Trust can offer support to revising the management regime
for hedges and bringing them into a more favourable condition for wildlife corridors and
for helping to build resilience in the landscape against the effects of climate change.
The Woodland Trust can offer this advice and support through our Outreach Team.
Modification 13:
Page 192. Cemeteries are an excellent refugia for wildlife and lend themselves well to
opportunities for supporting biodiversity, with their trees, hedges and green spaces.
We would welcome an ambition within the strategy for South Gloucestershire Council
to investigate more sustainable management practices of these places for biodiversity
and climate change resilience.
Modification 14:
I would like to recommend that South Gloucestershire Council incorporates the
recommendations made for access to woodland in the following Woodland Trust
document into the Green Infrastructure strategy:
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/publications/2017/06/space-for-people-woodlandaccess/
The Trust highly commends the Draft Greener Places Strategy for its target to deliver a
community orchard within 15 minutes of every urban community. The Woodland Trust
would like to offer its advice and assistance with delivering this element of the strategy,
in ensuring that the trees are UK sourced and grown, endorsed by the UKISG
standard, and are from nurseries with high standards of plant health control.
The Trust also commends paragraph 15 on page 48, echoing the recommendations of
the Lawton Report to increase and do more to deliver benefits for biodiversity. It is
excellent to see the breakdown of the target specifically aiming for an increase in
broadleaved cover, optimising natural regeneration and dynamic mosaic areas to
increase biodiversity and
resilience.
The Trust looks forward to continuing conversations that are already underway,
thereby strengthening our relationship with South Gloucestershire Council and
assisting with delivery of the Green Infrastructure Strategy where we can best optimise
resources. We look forward to seeing how the strategy is embedded within all
departments of the council and to ensuring that decisions made are cognisant and
consistent with it.

Avon and Somerset Police – Crime Prevention Design Adviser
From our perspective we can see a thread running through your green thread so to
speak; that being the phrase, and or the concept of being safe and in many ways more
importantly feeling safe (Green Places Strategy 3.2, p72, p151).
But this is much more than ‘Health and Safety’ which seems to be referred to a great
deal in the document.

54

Green Infrastructure Strategy - Greener Places – Consultation Report October 2021

The opportunities for influence would seem to be focused on ensuring that walking,
and cycling routes; as well as open spaces are safe to use, and make users feel safe.
It was good to see an emphasis within the draft on maintenance; as we have
discussed when the maintenance of landscaping fails it can have dire consequences
from a safety perspective.
The first legislation to encourage collaborative working between local authorities and
the police was the Crime and Disorder Act.
Section 17 Crime and Disorder Act 1998
Duty to consider crime and disorder implications.
Without prejudice to any other obligation imposed on it, it shall be the duty of
each authority to which this section applies to exercise its various functions with
due regard to the likely effect of the exercise of those functions on, and the
need to do all that it reasonably can to prevent,
(a)crime and disorder in its area (including anti-social and other behaviour
adversely affecting the local environment); and
(b)the misuse of drugs, alcohol and other substances in its area][F2; and
(c)re-offending in its area]
In order to address this expectation the police created the role of what is now known
as Crime Prevention Design Advisor (CPDA) or in some areas Designing Out Crime
Officer (DOCO).
This role seeks to use the theories of Crime Prevention ie The Ten Principles and
'Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design' to work with councils and in
particular Planning Departments.
‘Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design’ (CPTED) is a crime prevention
theory focusing on tactical design and the effective use of the built environment, which
when applied, reduces both crime and the fear of crime. A main objective of CPTED is
to reduce/remove the opportunity for crime to occur in an environment, and promote
positive interaction with the space by legitimate users.
CPTED was originally a preventative, pro-active model, but has now been expanded to
look at reactive situations with the advent of Environmental Visual Audits (EVA), as
used recently in the Home Office Safer Streets initiative.
CPTED is a crucial element of the service that the police provide, and the benefits are
optimal when the strategy is applied in the earliest possible stage of the design
process, before integral design decisions are set in stone. CPTED however, should not
operate alone as the sole crime prevention method; and instead should work in
conjunction with other social, environmental and community-based strategies.
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CPTED comprises five principles:
1. Physical security: the measures which are used on individual dwellings to
ensure that they withstand attack.
2. Surveillance: design ensuring that residents are able to observe the areas
surrounding their home. Surveillance can be facilitated by ensuring that front
doors face onto the street; that areas are well illuminated and blank walls are
avoided.
3. Movement control: the restriction of access, egress and through movement.
High levels of through movement allow offenders to access and egress an
area; permits identification of targets and increases anonymity.
4. Management and maintenance: the processes are in place to ensure that a
development is free from signs of disorder. This signals that the area is cared
for.
5. Defensible space: the ownership of space in a neighbourhood should be
clearly defined. For example: public (e.g. pavement); semi-public (e.g. front
garden); semiprivate (e.g. rear garden) and private (e.g. inside the home).
Furthermore, there are 3 ways in which the physical environment may be managed in
order to reduce the opportunity for crime:
•

•
•

Natural – inclusion of basic security and behavioural provisions, influencing
how spaces/buildings are used (e.g. definition of borders, windows for
surveillance).
Organised – formal, human security (e.g. police, patrols).
Mechanical – incorporation of security hardware (e.g. CCTV, locks, lighting).

In summary, CPTED focuses on the natural crime prevention strategies which good
design can account for. Mechanical and labour-intensive ‘bolt-on’ strategies are only
added as a last resort when other options are exhausted.
Nationally the Police Service created a scheme of awards and advice to build on these
principles known as Secured by Design.
“Secured By Design” (https://www.securedbydesign.com/) is the official police
security initiative that is owned by the UK Police Service with the specific aim to
reduce crime and help people live and work more safely. It seeks to improve
the physical security of buildings using products, such as doors, windows, locks
and walling systems that meet SBD security requirements.
In addition, it includes proven crime prevention techniques and measures into
the layout and landscaping of new developments, such as maximising natural
surveillance and limiting excessive through movement.”
The process involves working closely with builders, developers, local authorities and
registered housing associations to incorporate police crime prevention standards from
initial concept and design through to construction and completion.
The environmental benefits of Secured by Design are fully supported by independent
research proving that SBD housing developments suffer at least 50% less burglary,
25% less vehicle crime and 25% less criminal damage. Therefore the carbon costs of
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replacing windows or doorsets on SBD developments as a result of criminal activity is
more than 50% less than that of non-SBD developments.
This scheme through its design guide SBD Homes 2019
(https://www.securedbydesign.com/images/downloads/HOMES_BROCHURE_2019_u
pdate_May.pdf ) contains a number of paragraphs in support of the ‘Green agenda’.
SBD Homes 2019
Planting next to a footpath
8.14 In general, planting next to a footpath should be arranged with the lowest
growing specimens adjacent to the path, and larger shrubs and trees planted towards
the rear. Planting immediately abutting the path should be avoided as shrubs and
trees may grow over the path, creating pinch points, places of concealment and
unnecessary maintenance.
8.15 Think carefully when selecting tree species to be used adjacent to a footpath or
verge, and consider their whole-life growth characteristics. Many trees will grow tall,
dense canopies as they reach maturity. If unmaintained, this broad canopy will
spread many metres from the trunk of the tree, and overhang paths and may create
difficulties in maintaining a clear, accessible route, in addition to creating a sense of
enclosure for path users. Routes with overhanging branches can also be a particular
issue for people with sight loss. A large canopy may also block natural light and
restrict the effectiveness of street lighting.
8.16 Trees with slender or fastigiate forms naturally grow a narrow, tall canopy, and
are less likely to over-hang paths regardless of their maturity. Similarly, pleached
trees have been trained to produce a narrow canopy above a very straight, clear
stem. A variety of species are available with similar growth forms, which provide
height and structure without the issue associated with large canopies.
8.17 Where footpaths run next to buildings or roads, the path should be open to view.
This does not prevent planting, but will influence the choice of species and the
density of planting. Public footpaths should not run immediately next to doors and
windows, therefore defensive space should be created to separate a path from a
building elevation. This is particularly important in areas with a known graffiti or
antisocial behaviour problem.
Communal areas and play space
9.1 Communal areas, such as playgrounds, toddler play areas, seating facilities have
the potential to generate crime, the fear of crime and anti-social behaviour. These
may often be referred to as:
• Local Areas of Play (LAP) – primarily for the under 6 year olds;
• Local Equipped Area for Play (LEAP) – primarily for children who are starting to
play independently;
• Neighbourhood Equipped Area of Play (NEAP) – primarily for older children;
• Multi-Use Games Areas (MUGA) – primarily for older children.
9.2 They should be designed to allow natural surveillance from nearby dwellings with
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safe and accessible routes for users to come and go. Boundaries between public and
private space should be clearly defined and open spaces must have features which
prevent unauthorised vehicular access. Communal spaces as described above
should not immediately abut residential buildings.
9.3 The provision of inclusively designed public open amenity space, as an integral
part of residential developments, should make a valuable contribution towards the
quality of the development and the character of the neighbourhood. In order to do
this it must be carefully located to suit its intended purpose – mere residual space
unwanted by the developer is very unlikely to be acceptable.
9.3.1 The open space must be inclusively designed with due regard for wayfinding
and natural surveillance, and;
9.3.2 Adequate mechanisms and resources must be put in place to ensure its
satisfactory future management and maintenance, and;
9.3.3 Care should be taken to ensure that a lone dwelling will not be adversely
affected by the location of the amenity space, and;
9.3.4 It should be noted that positioning amenity/play space to the rear of dwellings
can increase the potential for crime and complaints arising from increased noise and
nuisance.
9.4 Play areas should ideally be designed so that they can be secured at night. This
is to reduce the amount of damage and graffiti that occurs after dark. The type of
fencing and security measures will need to vary to suit the particular area. However,
consideration should be given to a single dedicated entry and exit point to enable
parental/guardian control and supervision.
Fencing at a minimum height of 1200mm can often discourage casual entry, provide
a safe clean play area and reduce damage to the equipment.
9.5 Consideration should be given to the provision of informal association spaces for
members of the community, particularly young people. These must be subject to
surveillance but sited so that local residents will not suffer from possible noise
pollution. In addition, they should be sited in such a way that those using adjacent foot
and cycle paths will not be subject to harassment or otherwise be put in fear.

Planting in new developments
17.1 The planting of trees and shrubs in new developments to create attractive
residential environments will be supported provided that:
17.1.1 The layout provides sufficient space to accommodate specimens once they
have reached maturity, clear of access routes and required circulation areas;
17.1.2 Future maintenance requirements and budgets are considered at the planting
design stage and management programmes are put in place to ensure the landscape
fulfils the aims of the original design;
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17.1.3 The planting design takes full account of all other opportunities for crime.
17.2 The correct uses of certain species of plants such as spiny or thorny shrubs can
help prevent graffiti and loitering and create or enhance perimeter security. Defensive
planting is not just about prickly shrubs, it is about selecting the right type of plant for
the right aspect and environment, for example, open branched and columnar
fastigiated trees can be used in a landscape scheme where natural and formal
surveillance is required.
Climbing plants can be used to cover walls to deter graffiti. Carefully selected trees
and shrubs can be used to ‘green up’ the most hostile of environments providing both
horizontal and vertical interest without adding to crime risks.
17.3 Planting should not impede the opportunity for natural surveillance and
wayfinding, and must avoid the creation of potential hiding places.
As a general recommendation, where good visibility is needed, shrubs should be
selected to have a mature growth height no higher than 1 metre, and trees should
have no foliage, epicormic growth or lower branches below 2 metres, thereby allowing
a 1 metre clear field of vision.
Trees on appropriate root stock can provide a more reliable means of reducing the
likelihood of impeding natural surveillance.
As a general rule, building frontages should be open to view except, for example,
houses standing in their own private grounds.
Attention should be given to the location of walls and hedges so that they do not
obscure doors or windows, and the position of trees that may become climbing aids
into property or obscure lights or CCTV cameras.
On a more local level the police created a protocol with South Gloucestershire Council
(Copy supplied separately) whereby certain planning applications and footpath
(PROW) applications are referred to the CPDA for comments as an ‘Internal
Consultee’. This has led to the creation of sections within South Gloucestershire
Planning Policies with an emphasis on creating safe environments.
S Glos Local Plan: Core Strategy 2006-2007 – Adopted 2013
Responding to Climate Change and High Quality Design
5.1 High quality urban design, the provision of Green Infrastructure, and new
renewable and low-carbon energy sources, all have a key role to play in responding to
climate change, as well as creating distinctive, linked places that support social
inclusion and healthy sustainable lifestyles.
POLICY CS1 - HIGH QUALITY DESIGN
Development will only be permitted where the highest possible standards of design
and site planning are achieved. Information submitted with an application should be
proportionate to the scale, significance and impact of the proposal.
Development proposals will be required to demonstrate that:
…….
9. take account of personal safety, security and crime prevention; and
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(Tackling Crime & the Fear of Crime
5.12 Design of new development should assist to prevent and tackle crime and the
fear of crime.
South Gloucestershire Design Checklist: August 2007
P 16 - Safe and secure communities
Public spaces, buildings and private spaces can be designed to feel more secure
without resorting to visually intrusive measures such as barbed wire, shutters or
bollards. Key to creating safe environments is ensuring activity and use as well as
people overlooking spaces and throughfares throughout the day and night. Places that
have a mix of uses, type and tenure of buildings, an attractive public realm and a
distinct character, together with being permeable, legible and appropriately enclosed
tend to foster a safe and secure community.
Security of the building and private spaces must also be considered. Boundary
treatments, gates, windows, doors and garage doors together with their associated
locks need to be carefully specified to effectively secure an area and/or building.
Development that commits to achieving Secure by Design accreditation will be
considered to answer Questions 48, 49, 50 and 51 positively.
Key Questions
48. Does the overall design and juxtaposition of buildings and spaces ensure that there
are no potential entrapment spots, including hiding spaces and secluded areas, where
crime and antisocial behaviour could occur?
49. Are the external spaces and throughfares appropriately lit, overlooked by the public
rooms of buildings (e.g. living rooms, café seating areas), and enclosed by buildings
with frequent entrances?
50. Are the storage spaces, such as car and cycle parking, overlooked and where
appropriate within secure areas?
51. Does the specification of the boundary treatments, windows, doors and garage
doors, together with their associated locks, secure an area and/or building in a manner
that respects and enhances the character of an area?
Overlooking of the street can help to discourage crime
“Designing out crime and designing in community safety should be central to the
planning and delivery of new development…The prevention of crime and the
enhancement of community safety are matters that a local planning authority should
consider when exercising its functions under the Town and Country Planning
legislation.” (Safer Places – The Planning System and Crime Prevention. page 7)
Affordable Housing and Extra Care Housing Supplementary Planning Document
Adopted April 2021

5.4.2 Security
A new security standard was included in building regulations at Part Q. However, the
Secured by Design guidance published by the Police in March 2019 is still current and
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the council will seek to secure that all Affordable Housing is built to meet the Secure by
Design Silver Award, which fully discharges the requirements of approved Document
Q and, in addition, requires certification from appropriate independent third party
bodies.
The requirements of the Silver Award can be found in the Secured by Design Homes
Design Guide.
In addition to fulfilling our role within the protocol we also work very closely with the
councils ASB Team and Open Spaces using the CPTED Principles to address safety
and crime issues at specific locations, such as parks, local shopping centres, and other
locations.
These would normally involve the creation of an Environmental Visual Audit (Example
supplied separately).
Evidence has shown that locations where anti-social behaviour occurs have certain
common
elements:

i. Seating
ii. Lighting
iii. Shelter
iv. Surveillance
a) Either lack of surveillance
b) Or good surveillance in order to see enforcement personnel or other
threat approaching
v. Vicinity to supply of food and drink
vi. Escape routes
By changing one or more of these elements at an ASB location we are able to
influence the behaviours.
For example at Lees Hill, Kingswood the placement of a physical element that youths
were using as seating completely alleviated the problem.
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Many authorities have sought to ensure CPTED and ASB prevention is included within
their various strategies be producing appropriate Supplementary Planning Documents
(SPD).
These will often include ways in which CPTED contributes to ensuring footpaths and
open spaces are safer.
For example Dales Community Safety Design Guide, p7, 11, 21-23, and 31 (Copy
supplied separately.
Authorities have also attempted to focus on the design of specific elements of open
spaces such as skateboard parks ( South Glos document Get Your Skates On) or
Youth Shelters.
I have attached a number of additional documents which may offer you additional
information.
As you can see we do link into the ‘Green’ agenda in a number of areas and we are
also willing to work with you in the future as your project moves forward.

Crime Prevention Design Advisor
Avon and Somerset Police
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Appendix - Questionnaire
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