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The scheme  

Why does Charfield need a new railway 

station? 
A) Charfield and the surrounding area is not particularly well-served by public transport. This 
has resulted people relying heavily on cars for travel, which in turn has created congestion, 
notably on Wotton Road and at Junction 14 of the M5. 
 
A new station will significantly improve public transport options and encourage a shift away 
from car use.  
 
The objectives of the scheme are as follows:  
 

• Improve access to the rail network 

• Improve access to jobs, education and a range of services and facilities 

• Have at least one train every hour in each direction 

• Help reduce congestion on key roads by encouraging rail travel 

• Have a more resilient transport network with shorter, more reliable journey times 

• Support the recovery of the wider economy 

• Help the council and the combined authority achieve carbon neutrality by 2030 

• Improve transport links to Bristol North Fringe, Bristol City Centre, Filton Enterprise 
Area, Temple Quay Enterprise Zone, Yate and Gloucester 

• Help mitigate some of the impacts of recent development in the area  

• Protect, and where possible, enhance local employment opportunities  

• Make a positive contribution to social wellbeing, life opportunities and improving 
quality of life in the area 

 
Below are some indicative rail times for selected stations: 
 
Charfield Station to …. 
 
Bristol Parkway - 18 minutes 
 
Bristol City Centre / Temple Meads - 32 minutes 
 
Gloucester - 22 minutes 
 



Where is the station site being built? 
A) It is proposed that the new station will be built on land off Station Road, Charfield, near to 

the site of the original Charfield Station. 

 

Why was this site chosen for a station? 
In the early stages, a list of six options for a station location were investigated. 

 

Of the six options, two were considered potentially deliverable, these were Options 2 and 3. 

Both sites are centrally located in the village and therefore offer good access, particularly for 

walking and cycling. 

Options 1, 4, 5, and 6 were discarded due to either rail engineering or access constraints. 

Following the Planning Inspectorate decision in 2018 permitting Barratt Homes to develop 

land north of Wotton Road, Option 2 became unavailable. This left Option 3, on land adjacent 

to the old station, as the most deliverable site for the station. 

Further assessment work by Network also concluded Option 3 was the most deliverable. 

The benefits of this site include: 

• Most easily accessible by walking and cycling from anywhere in the village 

• Location is close to the main road and therefore offers better transport links to and 
from the station 

• The platforms could be delivered at the same level as the surrounding land – offering 
ease of access for those with mobility issues 

• The site can allow for pedestrian access points to the station from both sides of the 
rail line 

• The site is close to existing and planned facilities within the village 

• Lower impact with existing rail infrastructure e.g. signalling system and buried 
services 



Option 3 was taken forward for further assessment and design. 
 
 

When will it open? 
A) Subject to securing the necessary consents and funding, the station could open at the 

end of 2024. 

 

What facilities will be available at the station? 
A) Current site plans include:  
 

• north and southbound platforms including seating and shelters  

• a connecting pedestrian footbridge with stairs and lifts 

• ticket machines and real-time information for passengers 

• covered cycle parking 

• a bus stop 

• car parking (including disabled bays, electric vehicle charging points, taxi and waiting 
area) 

• local highway improvements including additional pedestrian crossings 
  

 

How will I access the station? 
A) The proposals include two access points for the station. The main entrance and parking 

area will be off Station Road. A pedestrian access will also be available via Little Bristol Lane. 

A new pedestrian footbridge, with lifts and stairs, will link the platforms.  

 

Will there be cycle parking? 
There will be covered parking for 48 bicycles with the main parking area located to the north 

of the forecourt car park. Cyclists will have a dedicated access segregated from pedestrians 

and vehicles. 

 

Will there be car parking? 
A) Yes, there will be parking for 106 vehicles, including disabled bays across two parking 

areas – the station forecourt and a car park to the south of Station Road. There will also be 

electric vehicle charging points. 

Why were these car park locations selected? 
A) The new station will serve a catchment area wider than the village of Charfield, including 

Wotton-under-Edge, Kingswood and other settlements. 



The Council recognises that some people will choose to travel to the station by car and so 

providing a car park will meet this demand and minimise on-street parking. 

Space is available in front of the station for a small car park which will be able to include 

disabled parking, a taxi rank and a drop-off facility. 

However, the Council has also looked at locations for providing extra car parking provision 

near to the station. 

Based on convenience and proximity, three options were considered for additional car parking. 

The locations were: 

• North car park site - north of Wotton Road, accessed via new junction on Wotton 
Road.  

• Central car park site - south of Wotton Road, accessed from Station Road. 

• South car park site - east of Station Road, accessed from Station Road.  

 

 

 

All three sites were assessed to be suitable locations for a station car park but the north car 

park option was ruled out following the Barratt Homes development permission. 

The Council held initial discussions with landowners, which indicated that, of the two options, 

only the south car park site would be available for use and therefore deliverable.  



The south car park site is a good location for additional parking and is approximately 250 

metres away from the new station.  Should the car park at front of the station become full the 

additional car park is just a three-minute walk away.   

 

How much will it cost to park at the station? 
A) No decision has been made on parking charges at the station at this stage.  
 
 

What measures are proposed to stop on-

street parking by station users? 
A) The proposals include appropriate levels of off-street car parking to prevent the need for 
station users to park on neighbouring streets.  

 

What highway improvements are being 

proposed? 
A) As well as the new station the project includes highway improvements to support walking, 
cycling and car access.  
 
Proposals include:  
 
Wotton Road 

• A new signal-controlled pedestrian crossing of Wotton Road near to the junction with 
Station Road.  

 
Station Road  

• Sections of carriageway and footway to be widened. 

• Three new zebra crossings  

• The existing subway under the railway, linking Station Road and Charfield Green, will 
be closed to traffic but pedestrian and cycling access will be maintained. Retractable 
/ removable bollards will be used so the route can be used in the case of an 
emergency. 

 
Little Bristol Lane 

• Carriageway realignment 

• New zebra crossing 

• New mini roundabout for Little Bristol Lane at its junction with Manor Lane and 
Charfield Green to allow vehicles to turn.  

 



How will the station co-ordinate with the 

Wotton-Charfield-Kingswood Greenway 

project? 
A) The station project team are working in close collaboration with the Wotton-Charfield- 

Kingswood Greenway Group – which has been set up to develop plans for a walking and 

cycling route (segregated from traffic) connecting the settlements. Delivery of the route would 

help to promote more sustainable travel choices for accessing the station. The station project 

will not be directly funding the greenway, but delivery of the station could help attract funding 

opportunities.  

 

Will the station be manned? 
A) No, there will be ticket machines and information points on both platforms. 

 

How much will the new facility cost to build 

and who is funding the project? 
A) Funding for the £22.4 million project is being sought from the West of England Combined 

Authority and we are exploring third-party funding opportunities. 

 

Future train and bus services  

What train services will serve the new station? 
A) It is intended that there will be a minimum hourly service towards Bristol and Gloucester.  

 

What bus services will serve the new station? 
A) Inclusion of a bus stop in the forecourt area is intended to enable access for public transport. 

This could include local stopping services, rail replacement bus services and potentially private 

minibus services to connect to major employers in the area. 

 



Do we need investment in public transport 

post-pandemic? 
A) Despite the impact the coronavirus pandemic has had on traffic levels and public transport 
use in the short term, the work we are doing now is to invest in sustainable modes of transport 
for our long-term future.  It is still expected that public transport will be required to help people 
move around efficiently and sustainably. 

 

Construction  

Who will build the new station? 
A) We are developing plans for Charfield Station in collaboration with Network Rail. Network 

Rail and its contractor, will carry out all line-side work, including the new platforms and 

pedestrian footbridge and South Gloucestershire Council will carry out the highway 

improvements work, including the car parks. 

When will construction work begin? 
A) Subject to securing all necessary consents and funding, construction work could start in 

2023.  

How long will the construction work take? 
A) The construction programme will be confirmed once detailed design work is complete. The 

work is currently estimated to take approximately 12-18 months, however, this could be 

subject to change.  

Will there be overnight work? 
A) Some overnight work may be necessary to complete the line-side work, however, this will 

be kept to a minimum and we will notify the local community in advance of any overnight work 

taking place. 

How will large vehicles and deliveries access 

the work site during construction? 
A) A Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) will be prepared later in the 

scheme development. The CEMP will include details of permitted access routes for 

construction traffic and a list of roads which may be used by construction traffic in the vicinity 

of the site, including any restrictions to construction traffic on these routes. 

 



What is happening to the old Charfield Station 

buildings? 
A)  This project does not include proposals for the old Charfield Station buildings but does not 

preclude future opportunities for renovation or use of these buildings. 

Other 

How can I have my say? 
A) A public consultation will be held in autumn 2021, which will include drop-in events.  

The 12-week consultation will start on Tuesday 19 October 2021 and close on Monday 10 

January 2022. 

 

During the consultation period we will host a series of public drop-in events in Charfield and 

the surrounding area where you will be able to learn more about the proposals. Council officers 

and representatives from Network Rail will be on hand to answer any questions you may have. 

 

The events are being held on the following dates: 

• Monday 8 November 3pm to 7pm at Wotton Town Hall, Market Street, Wotton-under-
Edge. 

• Wednesday 10 November 2pm to 5.30pm at Charfield Memorial Hall, Wotton Road, 
Charfield. 

• Saturday 13 November 10.30am to 2.30pm at Charfield Memorial Hall, Wotton Road, 
Charfield. 
 

We would really like to hear your views on the station.  

 

You can respond online to the consultation by going to the consultation webpage 

www.southglos.gov.uk/consultation and searching Charfield Station. 

 

You can request a printed or alternative format copy of the consultation materials by emailing 

us at CharfieldStation@southglos.gov.uk or calling us on 01454 868 000. Paper copies of 

the response form are also available at Kingswood One Stop Shop (High Street, Kingswood, 

Bristol, BS15 9TR).  

 

There will also be opportunity for members of the public to have their say when the scheme 

is submitted for planning permission in 2022. 

Where can I find out more information? 

A) Please visit the project website www.southglos.gov.uk/CharfieldStation. 

The 12-week consultation will start on Tuesday 19 October 2021 and close on Monday 10 

January 2022. 

 

http://www.southglos.gov.uk/consultation
mailto:CharfieldStation@southglos.gov.uk


During the consultation period we will host a series of public drop-in events in Charifeld and 

the surrounding area where you will be able to learn more about the proposals. Council officers 

and representatives from Network Rail will be on hand to answer any questions you may have. 

 

The events are being held on the following dates: 

• Monday 8 November 3pm to 7pm at Wotton Town Hall, Market Street, Wotton-under-
Edge. 

• Wednesday 10 November 2pm to 5.30pm at Charfield Memorial Hall, Wotton Road, 
Charfield. 

• Saturday 13 November 10.30am to 2.30pm at Charfield Memorial Hall, Wotton Road, 
Charfield. 

 

Will you keep the community updated? 
A) We will provide updates to the community throughout the project. We would encourage 

people who are interested to sign up to our project e-newsletter. This can be done by visiting 

the project website www.southglos.gov.uk/CharfieldStation.  

We will also issue updates via the website, the Council’s social media accounts (Facebook 

and Twitter) and via the local press. 

 

Is there a timeline for the project? 
A) We have approximate timescales for the project and will keep the community up to date 
on the scheme as it progresses.  
 
Please note, the dates and timescales below could be subject to change. 
 

• September 2021 – Outline Business Case submitted to West of England Combined 
Authority  

• Autumn 2021 – Pre-application public consultation and engagement  

• Spring 2022 – Planning application submitted to Local Planning Authority (further 
opportunity for public consultation)  

• Winter 2022 – Full Business Case submitted to the Combined Authority  

• 2023 – Potential construction work starts 

• Winter 2024 – Rail services stopping at Charfield 
 


