
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Summary for Consultation 
We want people with dementia and their carers to live well and be supported to do 

so throughout the progression of the disease.  We want dementia to become 
everyone’s business.  That means that we need to ensure everyone knows about 

dementia so that people can live well with dementia in South Gloucestershire. 

 

Older people are an important and growing population in South Gloucestershire.  

 

In South Gloucestershire there are approximately 3,300 people with dementia and 
this is set to increase to 5,200 by 2025. We know that as well as changing the life of 
the person with dementia, dementia has a significant impact on the lives of 
relatives, friends and neighbours who often take on caring roles. 

 

Dementia describes a set of symptoms that may include memory loss and 
difficulties with thinking, problem-solving or language. It is caused when the brain is 
damaged by diseases such as Alzheimer's Disease or a series of strokes. Dementia 
is progressive, which means the symptoms will gradually get worse. Dementia is 
rare at ages less than 65 years but becomes progressively more common as people 
age.  

 

This strategy sets out how South Gloucestershire Council and South 
Gloucestershire Clinical Commissioning Group working with partners will work 
together to improve the lives of people with dementia and their carers.  We hope 
that you will support and join us in this challenge. 

 

Over the coming months we are consulting on three issues that significantly impact 
on older people’s wellbeing: dementia services, falls prevention and support for 
carers.  Many carers care for older people, and many are older people themselves.  
We recognise that becoming a carer can happen at any age.  We are also asking 
adult carers under the age of 50, and young carers, under the age of 18, what they 
think our priorities should be. 
 

Why we need Better Care 

People tell us that the local health and care system doesn’t always work well for 
them. It can be complicated and difficult for people to move from one service to the 
next. Health and care professionals often work independently of each other, rather 
than together, when looking after people. We also know that some services which 



are currently delivered in hospitals would be better delivered in the community, 
close to people’s homes. 

 

At the same time, we know that demand for health and care services is rising. We 
have an ageing population and a growing number of elderly people needing more 
intensive care and support. Without a significant increase in resources to meet 
these challenges it is clear that we need to work differently to deliver the care that 
we will need, now and in the future. 

 

What we want to achieve 

Our vision is for joined-up health and care service and support that has the 
individual at the centre and empowers them to remain independent and well for as 
long as possible. 

 

We know better coordinated support that focuses on a person’s well-being as well 
as their health and care needs, can reduce their dependency on services in the long 
run and reduce or prevent hospital admissions. We want to provide more care in the 
community so that people can be supported to live safely and independently at 
home for as long as they wish. We also want to make sure that services work 
together more effectively to support people and their families, while helping people 
to access the voluntary social networks that are available in their communities. 

 

Our Priorities for Action 

Our priorities are as follows: 

1. Increase awareness and understanding of dementia amongst professionals and 
the public. 

2. Improve diagnosis rates and ensure a timely diagnosis for those with dementia.  
3. Ensure high quality information about dementia, local services and support is 

available to all those with a dementia diagnosis and their carers 
4. Develop care and support to meet the needs of individuals with dementia and 

their families and other carers, to maintain independence and avoid crisis. 
5. Recognise the contribution of carers, and encourage and enable them to look 

after their own health and wellbeing as well as those they care for. 
6. Improve provision for people who can no longer live at home, supporting care 

homes to meet the needs of people with dementia and developing alternatives. 
7. High quality hospital care for people with dementia, including pathways to 

ensure appropriate and timely discharge. 
8. High quality end of life care 
 

Common themes across these work streams  

 Safeguarding of everybody living with dementia.  
 Planning and service provision based on evidence and intelligence about local 

need. 
 The benefits of a healthy lifestyle in reducing the risk of dementia and slowing 

its progression.  



 Services and support are available near to people’s homes and in community 
settings.  

 The Five Year Forward View for Mental Health NHS Plan and complementary 
initiatives in social care, housing and the wider voluntary sector. 

 Working with people with dementia, their families, other carers and providers of 
mainstream and specialist dementia services and support to meet their need 

 Strategic partnerships with colleagues in Bristol and the local Universities 
through the Dementia Health Integration Team (HIT) of Bristol Health Partners 
and the Strategic Clinical Network’s South West wide Dementia Improvement 
Group (DIG).  

 

Find out more and have your say 

We welcome comments on the proposals outlined in this consultation document 
between 23rd May and 22nd August 2016. 

 

We are particularly interested in hearing the views of residents and stakeholders to 
ensure we get the balance of the strategy and our priorities right. For each priority 
we have set out tasks that will help us meet the priorities. We would like to hear how 
important you feel these tasks are or whether there are any you feel are missing. 
 

The full consultation document, survey and Equalities Impact Assessment is 
available on our consultation webpage: 
www.southglos.gov.uk/consultation or from your local South Gloucestershire library 
and One Stop Shops. 

 

You can find out more and tell us your views by: 

Email: consultation@southglos.gov.uk  

Write to: FREEPOST Plus RTCT-JXLE-EETT, South Gloucestershire Council, 
Corporate Research & Consultation Team, Dementia Strategy Consultation, Civic 
Centre, High Street, Kingswood, BRISTOL, BS15 9TR 

Phone: 01454 868408 

 

If you would like someone to talk to your group or organisation about these 
proposals, please contact us using the details above to arrange. 

 

                        


