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Purpose of talk and TMP – HLFHLF grant award for project to:Tree management plan including replacement programme for mature trees in parkTraining for volunteers in tree ID, management techniques, tree care and maintenanceTree condition survey
Talk is start of process to seek people’s views and engage with process
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What is a management plan for?
When asked in 2010 visitor survey ‘what improvements would you like to see?’ – none of 192 responses mentioned trees!
It’s easy to take trees for granted.
However, although trees live for a long time, they also suffer disease and damage from the weather. They need to be replaced, and new trees need lots of looking after.
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Most mature trees in the park were planted at the same time. They are even-aged. This is likely to mean that the tree population in the park will decline and die over a shorter period in the future.
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Management plans are documents used in all sorts of land managementPlans set out
The current state of affairs
What the problems and opportunities are. Eg. New tree planting, wider range of tree ages & speciesmore autumn colour, flowerstree maintenance, tree risk management
What we want to do, how we want to do it, and when we aim to do it by – ‘actions’ and ‘targets’
Who will do it
What funding might be available to help get things done
How long the plan will run for and when it will be reviewed – it will 
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be reviewed on a regular time interval to be decided.
Management plans mean that there is an agreed direction for management of trees into the future, so that even if people change there is still a plan in place which everyone can followFunding applications usually require that there is a clear plan in place.
Green Flag award aspiration. Tree management plan will help with this.
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Examples of other South Gloucestershire Council strategies and management plans. Some these will be referenced in the Page Park Plan.
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History and Alderman Page
1910 - Given to the inhabitants of Staple Hill by Alderman Arthur William Page (possibly Staple Hill’s greatest benefactor.) He represented the Parish of Mangotsfield on the Gloucestershire City Council, He was a solicitor, a Justice of the Peace and he was elected Alderman of the county of Gloucestershire in 1910.
Nineteen acres of land (originally part of the Hill House estate) was given and made into a park for the people of the area and an official opening ceremony took place on December 14th 1910. Representatives of the county council were present as well as local vicars and a large number of local residents. Led by the Downend band, the children from the local schools marched to the park waving flags and were then presented with a new sixpence by Alderman Page. 
An oak sapling was planted in commemoration of the day. When the park was opened it had, and still has today, a pavilion in the centre with an eight day, four dialled striking clock in the turret. 
Features such as the seating, drinking fountain, toilets, band stand and sports 
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facilities were added in the years that followed.
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TREE BENEFITSTrees are unique amongst assets because they increase in value over time, rather than decrease in value. But like all assets they can require management to maintain their value in a safe and acceptable condition.
Trees provide us with a wide range of direct and indirect environmental, social and economic benefits.  For example:
Trees maintain and strengthen our environment by cooling the air and shading us from heat, improving air quality by removing pollutants, providing a home to wildlife and increasing biodiversity, intercepting rainfall to reduce flooding.
Trees improve society and our communities because we enjoy their aesthetic value and give us a sense of place. Trees and green spaces encourage us outside for recreation and exercise.  And by removing pollution trees can help lower the incidence of asthma.
Trees bring economic benefits, such as increasing property values.  They are less expensive to maintain than other types of green space such as grassland, and if 
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carefully managed woodlands can provide wood and timber products for sale.
Studies have shown that the presence of trees and green spaces has been strongly linked to an increase in healthy activities of those who live near them.
For example, a study of school children’s mode of transport to school found a correlation between the presence of street trees and an increase in school children walking to school, and attributed this to the increased shade and aesthetic value that trees provide. 
Another study found that access to green areas and gardens reduced stress and lowered the likelihood of obesity, especially in those aged below 25.
Planting tree is one of least selfish things you can do!
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What is a tree?
‘Bird’ is a precise scientific term. But ‘trees’ occur among groups of plants throughout the evolutionary spectrum. Eg. Ferns, grasses, palms.
Species, size, management
‘Large woody plant’
‘A perennial plant with a self-supporting woody main stem, usually developing woody branches at some distance from the ground and growing to a considerable height and size.’
1980: for the purposes of the TPO legislation, the High Court has held that ‘a tree is anything which ordinarily one would call a tree’!

Native vs non-native
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Successive Ice Ages, and the short amount of time between the end of the last glaciation and the isolation of the UK by the flooding of the North Sea, we have very few native tree and plant species in the UK.
Excluding hybrids, varieties and smaller shrubs, about 63 species and microspecies seem to have arrived with our help.
Others have been brought here and have become ‘naturalised’, such as Sycamore, Sweet Chestnut, Apple, Plum, and Horse Chestnut.
Today at least 6,000 species and cultivars of tree and large shrub exist in Europe.
Examples of non-native trees:
• Apple – introduced 1000s of years ago from Central Asian stock
• English Elm – introduced by the Romans as a clone of single tree used to train vines
• Walnut – introduced by the Romans. OE ‘wealhhnutu’ meaning ‘foreign nut’.
• Sycamore – introduced by the Romans? Medieval? Oldest 1550 Scotland
• Horse Chestnut – introduced 1616 from northern Greece and Albania
• Dawn Redwood – discovered only in 1941 SW China
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People have been introducing and planting new tree species for millennia. Medieval tree planting and Georgian tree moving.
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People have been making use of trees throughout history. Notice the tree on the right. It has been pollarded to produce firewood. It’s an early representation of people managing trees for harvest. Cutting the tree above head height meant that animals would not graze on the young shoots.
Pieter Bruegel the Elder. Winter landscape with skaters and bird trap. 1565. At Wilton House, Wiltshire.
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The Tradescants were early pioneers of plant discovery and collecting.
John Tradescant the Elder (1570-1638) was an English naturalist, gardener, collector and traveller. On his travels he collected seeds and bulbs everywhere and assembled a collection of curiosities of natural history and ethnography which he housed in a large house, "The Ark," in Lambeth, London. 
John Tradescant the Younger (1608-1662), his son. He went in person to Virginiabetween 1628-1637 (and possibly two more trips by 1662, though Potter and other authors doubt this) to collect plants. Among the seeds he brought back, to introduce to English gardens were great American trees, like Magnolias, Bald Cypress and Tulip tree, and garden plants such as phlox and asters.
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The style of gardening in the 17th century was very formal, and reminiscent of the ‘French’ style such as at Versailles. Many formal avenues of trees.
This is the original house and garden which was later remodelled to become the Dower House, in Bristol.
Johannes Kip (1653-1722) was a Dutchman who settled in England at the end of the 17th century. A talented draughtsman & engraver he produced the engravings for the remarkable "The Ancient & Present State of Gloucestershire", published by Sir Robert Atkyns in 1712.
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Siston Court, South Gloucestershire.
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Dyrham House, South Gloucestershire.
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Deteriorating relationships with the French in the 18th century led to the demise of the French style, and the development of the romantic and picturesque styles. Formal avenues of trees fell out of fashion, and many existing avenues were removed. 
‘Capability’ Brown (1715-1783) 
Lancelot Brown was an English landscape architect. He is remembered as "England's greatest gardener". He designed over 170 parks, many of which still survive. He was nicknamed "Capability" because he would tell his clients that their property had "capability" for improvement.
His style of smooth undulating grass, which would run straight to the house, clumps, belts and scattering of trees and his serpentine lakes formed by invisibly damming small rivers, were a new style within the English landscape, a "gardenless" form of landscape gardening, which swept away almost all the remnants of previous formally patterned styles.
Humphrey Repton (1752-1818)
Humphrey Repton was the last great English landscape designer of the eighteenth century, often regarded as the successor to Capability Brown; he also sowed the seeds 
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of the more intricate and eclectic styles of the 19th century.
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Westonbirt arboretum. Planted in the heyday of Victorian plant hunting in the mid-19th century, today Westonbirt Arboretum is one of the finest tree collections in the world, carefully laid out within a beautiful Grade One listed historic landscape.
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Avenues once again began to be planted in the Victorian and Edwardian eras. And the avenues at Page Park are an example of Edwardian avenue planting.
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During the First World War, there was a campaign to ask for everyone (including children) to collect horse-chestnuts and donate them to the government. The conkers were used as a source of starch for fermentation using the Clostridium acetobutylicummethod devised by Chaim Weizmann to produce acetone for use as a solvent for the production of cordite, which was then used in military armaments. Weizmann's process could use any source of starch, but the government chose to ask for conkers to avoid causing starvation by depleting food sources. But conkers were found to be a poor source, and the factory only produced acetone for three months; however, they were collected again in World War II for the same reason.
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Example stages of Bleeding Canker of Horse Chestnut disease progression in Page Park today.

40



41



42



43



44



45



46



47



48



49



50



51



52



53



54


