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Easter Compton - Proposed Traffic Calming 

Consultation 2 

Feedback Report 

 
Purpose of the report  

 
The purpose of this report is to feedback the results from the recent consultation on the proposed speed 
cushions in Easter Compton. 

 

Background 

  
Concerns have been raised by members of the public, Parish Councils and local Councillors regarding 
traffic speeds on the B4055 in Easter Compton, Pilning and in between the two villages. Between the 
30th November and 24th December 2018, a consultation took place for proposals in Easter Compton, 
Pilning and between the 2 villages. These proposals included 20mph Zones with traffic calming in Easter 
Compton and Pilning and a 40mph speed limit between the two villages. 
 
The proposals received majority support during the initial consultation, however concerns were raised by 
some members of the public regarding ground borne vibrations caused by traffic calming, especially on 
alluvium soil (which most of Easter Compton and Pilning is built on). As a result, the Council has decided 
to amend the majority of proposed speed tables to speed cushions which produce lower levels of 
vibration. As each set of speed cushions costs less than a speed table, we have the funding to add an 
extra 4 sets of speed cushions in Easter Compton, this will aid compliance with the speed limit. The 
additional speed cushions are subject to the results of this consultation. 

 

Purpose of the Scheme 

 
To reduce traffic speeds in and between Easter Compton and Pilning.  
 

Proposed Scheme 

 
Subject to this consultation: 
 
To install 4 additional sets of speed cushions in Easter Compton. 
 
Consulted on previously: 
 
To introduce a 20mph Zone in Easter Compton and Pilning. 
 
To install 5 speed tables in Easter Compton (changed to 1 speed table and 4 sets of speed cushions 
following results from the initial consultation). 
 
To install 3 speed tables and 2 sets of speed cushions in Pilning (changed to 5 sets of speed cushions 
following results from the initial consultation). 
 
To reduce the 50mph speed limit between Easter Compton and Pilning down to 40mph. 
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Drawing reference 

 
Drawings T402-346-004, T402-346-005 and T402-346-006 provide an overview of the proposals in 
Easter Compton. Drawings T402-346-009, T402-346-011, T402-346-023 and T402-346-024 provide 
details of the proposed additional speed cushions subject to this consultation. 

 

Consultation 

 
Consultation took place between the 8th and 29th March 2019. Details of the proposals including a plan 
and statement of reasons were posted on the South Gloucestershire website. The Council sent letters 
advising of the consultation to all properties affected by the proposals. In addition, notices were posted 
and maintained in the area for the 3 week consultation period. Local members, the Town Council, and 
emergency services, amongst other statutory stakeholders were invited by email to view the consultation.  

 

Feedback from the consultation 

 
There were 37 individuals and organisations that responded to the consultation via the questionnaire and 
1 other response received by email. 
The respondents were asked to fill out a questionnaire. Figures 1 – 5 show the results from the 
questionnaire.  
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 1 
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Figure 2 

 

 
 

 
Figure 3 
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Figure 4 

 

 

 

 
Figure 5 
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The comments received as part of the consultation have now been reviewed.  The comments/concerns  
received via the online questionnaire are in appendix A, all other comments received are in appendix B.  

 

Future Programme 

 
In light of the responses received at consultation and the fact that the majority supported the proposals, 
the scheme will now be forwarded to the Councils Legal Team for formal advertisement.   

 
Depending on the timing of funding and comments made at the public advertisement stage, it is 
anticipated that the Easter Compton works will be carried out in Autumn 2019. The proposed 40mph limit 
between Easter Compton and Pilning and the proposed traffic calming and 20mph Zone in Pilning will be 
implemented once the S106 funding becomes available. 
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Additional Information and Councils Response 

 
1. The purpose of the scheme is to reduce traffic speeds.  

 
2. Vehicles travelling over speed tables at the appropriate speeds should not suffer damage. 

Studies have been carried out investigating the effect of repeatedly traversing road humps and no 
damage was seen, despite repeated passes at speeds up to 40mph. There was no evidence of 
accelerated wear on vehicle suspension either.  

 
3. 20mph zones tend to result in lower speeds and a smoother driving style which in turn can reduce 

emissions, in particular particulate and NOx emissions.  Whilst traffic calming features produce 
noise when vehicles travel over them, the reduction in traffic speeds and a smoother driving style 
can result in a reduction in overall noise level. Where possible, speed tables have been placed 
where properties are set back from the road. 

 
4. The scheme is predominantly funded through S106 (developer funding) with the rest of the 

funding coming from Capital Programme. The funds cannot be used for other purposes.  

 
5. All speed cameras in South Gloucestershire are owned and operated by the police and the 

council receives no income from them. The police would need to agree to operate and maintain 
any new fixed camera site, for which a case would need to be made on recorded injury accident 
and speed grounds.  

 
The council would be expected to fund the cost of the camera installation (approximately £50,000. 
To put this into context, the estimated cost for installing all the proposed traffic calming, signing, 
lining and electrical works for the VAS signs in Easter Compton is £55,000).  

 
6.  Resurfacing in the area (beyond the patching works carried out in Easter Compton) has been 

delayed due to various construction projects in the area requiring access from the B4055. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

mailto:TransportServices@southglos.gov.uk


  7 

 

Nigel Riglar,  

Director for Environment and Community Services  

Streetcare, Transport and Waste, Design & Operations Team, P O Box 1954, Bristol, BS37 0DD 

Tel: 01454 868004 E-mail: TransportServices@southglos.gov.uk 

www.southglos.gov.uk 

Appendix A 

 

Comments received at Consultation via the online 

questionnaire 

Officer’s response 

In my experience there is a high level of compliance with the 
existing speed limit on this road and it is a total waste of effort 
and expense to introduce the proposed speed cushions, and to 
reduce the speed limit to 20mph. Parked cars act to calm traffic 
progress,and the cushions can damage smaller vehicles. Larger 
SUVs will ignore them. 

Thanks for your comments. Please see Note 1 above. 

Seems excessive road calming for a village without a school, I 
understand that there is frustration associated with extra traffic 
getting too and from the new commercial developments. 
However, this is a waste of council funds and should instead be 
invested into the road surfaces in the locality which are frankly 
atrocious. 
 
I would prefer to see the speed limit remain at 30mph and 
preferably no speed cushions, but if you are determined to waste 
money on this project instead of spending it on funding schools 
after the recent BBC documentary then why not just one set at 
either end of the village. 
 
Will the council pay compensation as a result of damage to cars 
and increased deterioration in suspension systems as a result of 
these proposed speed cushions. 
 
Please invest these funds in schools or the road surfaces which 
actually need attention urgently! 

Thanks for your comments. See Notes 2 and 4 above. 

Speed tables & cushions are an over reaction to speed problems 
that don't exist. If speed cushions and tables are installed 
everywhere that local councillors and local people require them 
every road would have them. 

Thanks for your comments. 

I regularly visit Friends who live just beyond the main village of 
Easter Compton and the speed cushions and table will make it 
very difficult to do so. Going over such bumps causes me neck 
pain which can last a long time. This occurs despite travelling at 
low speed. In my experience ( for example in Mangotsfield ) 
many drivers especially of larger vehicles still drive over the 
speed limit where there are speed tables and cushions and also 
overtake cars which slow down. Speed cameras with a 20 mile 
an hour limit would be more effective and not lead to pain and 
accessibility difficulties for people with neck/ back problems and 
disabilities or for ambulances needing access. 

Thanks for your comments. Please see Note 5 above. 

Traffic calming measures increase pollution 
They will lead to increase traffic noise for the residents as cars 
break and then accelerate 
They are likely to damage vehicles 
They will increase traffic on other routes as cars will avoid the 
route if they can 
There are better ways to reduce traffic speed- such as cameras 

Thanks for your comments. Please see Notes 2, 3 and 5 
above. 

Please consider extending the scheme if finances permit. Thanks for your comments. 

It is a very good idea for these traffic calming measures as so 
many drive too fast through the villages. 
I would like to see similar calming measures in Severn Beach. 

Thanks for your comments. There are currently proposals 
for a 20mph zone and traffic calming in Severn Beach. 

These extra speed restrictions represent overkill to the 
proposals. As stated by many people in the original consulation 
the method of traffic calming is a poor and ineffective solution 
and to now have 9 cushions in a short stretch of road is 
somewhat excessive. The consequential impact for my personal 
decision will be to not drive through Easter Compton, thus 
depriving the local community of my passing trade and 
increasing congestion on the road through Hallen as I attempt to 

Thanks for your comments. Experience from 
implementing similar schemes shows that the proposed 
method of traffic calming is effective at reducing traffic 
speeds.  
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drive in to Bristol.   

I have lived in Easter Compton for over 10 years and the traffic 
has increased considerably during the time I have lived here.  
I totally support the reduction in speed to 20mph and the speed 
cushions to be installed. 
I am fed up with other drivers driving far too fast through the 
village, showing no respect whatsoever for the speed limit as it is 
now... if it takes speed cushions to slow them down then so be 
it... if their vehicle is damaged because they are driving too fast 
then too bad - slow down. 
Cars driving down the hill from Cribbs Causeway can sometimes 
pick up speed and drive into the 30 mph area far too fast ... I’ve 
had cars nearly hit me or get very very aggressive as I slow 
down to turn into my driveway so in my opinion a 20mph will be 
very welcome. 
However, I would still very much like for a zebra crossing to be 
put in the village to make it safe for the elderly and children to 
cross safely.   

Thanks for your comments. Investigations into introducing 
formal crossing points in Easter Compton have previously 
been carried out by the Councils Assess & Decide team. It 
was concluded that crossing volumes were not sufficient 
to fund a crossing (e.g. a zebra). 

I am very glad the subsoil was tested before the scheme started.   Thanks for your comments. 
Too many speed cushions - overkill. Traffic needs to slow down 
but with buses etc on this route it surely is not necessary to 
reduce road width. This will just create pollution from cars 
etc.idling whilst waiting to pass over the speed cushions. I had 
thought that we were trying to cut down on traffic fumes whereas 
this will concentrate them at the various stages throughout the 
village. Not such a clever idea !!   

Thanks for your comments. See Note 3 above. 

Whilst I don't object to some sort of traffic calming, in general I 
do not think 20mph is unnecessary. I often walk to the shop, pub 
& footpaths and even if vehicles are coming quickly the road is 
straight enough your you to see them and them see you. The 
road is busy at commuter times but quiet most other times. 
A speed bump/barrier is OK perhaps at either end of the village 
to help slow traffic, but I am concerned about having a series of 
speed cushions on a road which is used as a regular commuter 
route. There is evidence that cars regularly straddling this type of 
cushion (which if you get it right barely slows you anyway) wears 
the inside of the tyres (in a way which isn't easily spotted). This 
means that not only will the traffic not be slowed as much as with 
a proper road width bump, but also that the cars regularly using 
the route will be less safe. 
I suggest less bumps but full road width and placed where the 
houses are reasonably set back from the road so as not to be 
too noisy for nearby residents (or placed outside the houses of 
those who campaigned for the scheme).   

Thanks for your comments. We have received numerous 
complaints regarding the current speed of traffic through 
Easter Compton, the aim of the scheme is to reduce traffic 
speeds. Whilst speed tables are generally a preferred 
solution (hence the proposal in the initial consultation), in 
this instance they were not a viable option due to the soil 
type in Easter Compton. Local authorities are permitted to 
use speed cushions and the Dft have even issued design 
guidance on their use.  
 
The proposed traffic calming is placed at intervals which 
comply with regulations and guidelines.  Pedestrians cross 
the road at numerous locations along the length of the 
village so traffic calming throughout the village will help 
ensure that speeds remain low throughout the village. 

I am relieved that potential noise issues have been addressed. I 
hope that speed cushions are effective to slow down the many 
cars that pass through the village at motorway speed.   

Thanks for your comments. 

Speed tables are a far better solution rather than speed 
cushions. These speed cushions have done various levels of 
damage to my car due to their height and width being not 
suitable for many cars with low profiles. I invariably have to stop 
before approaching one of these which, in a queue a traffic can 
be dangerous to cars approaching from behind. I am much more 
in favour of speed tables as these cover the whole of the road 
and will cause vehicles to not only slow down on the approach 
but also on the run off.   

Thanks for your comments. The decision was made after 
the initial consultation to replace the majority of speed 
tables with speed cushions to avoid any potential issues 
with ground Bourne vibrations (speed tables tend to 
produce more vibrations than cushions). 

I think this is a great solution, I’m really impressed. Fantastic!   Thanks for your comments. 
This is no reference to speed cushion 9 in this consultation.This 
consultation needs to be re-issued. 
I do object to the position of this speed cushion 9 (I dont 
disagree with the 20mph limit in the village).  
I had previously raised concerns that the traffic noise directly 
outside our property will increase dramatically by people 
accelerating from 20-40mph. 

Thanks for your comments. Location 9 along with some of 
the other locations and the 20mph zone was consulted on 
in the previous consultation.  
 
Traffic calming is not designed for speeds over 30mph, 
therefore placing such features in the proposed 40mph 
limit is illegal.  
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I had also requested you move this speed cushion (previously a 
table) 100m towards Piling in the current 50mph limit but for an 
unknown reason this had been dismissed. 

  Just because there is now extra money available for the project, 
it does not justify the expense of further four speed cushions. 
Had it been thought necessary at the start of the investigation, 
they would have been included. 
The original plan for one table and four cushions should be 
sufficient. 
The money saved could be better put towards a speed camera   

Thanks for your comments. See Note 5 above. The 
original proposals were to have 5 speed tables in Easter 
Compton. With the switch to cushions, the additional 4 
sets will ensure more consistent speeds throughout the 
village and will not cost any more than the original 
proposals.  

Easter Compton is in urgent need of traffic calming. In the 15 
years I have lived in the village, the traffic has increased 
dramatically - along with the speed of vehicles, many treating the 
road as a race track. Nowadays it takes me quite some time just 
to turn out of my road onto the main road. There have been a 
few serious accidents on the main road recently and I am 
grateful steps are being taken to control the traffic. I have a child 
that crosses the road daily to get the school bus and worry about 
him taking his chances with the traffic. This scheme can not 
come quick enough...........   

Thanks for your comments. 

I would like the speed cushions and 20mph to be extended up to, 
and just past the Over Lane junction as the potential for pulling 
out from Over Lane on to the main road, where traffic is travelling 
at 40mph (or faster) is of concern   

Thanks for your comments. We do not have the funding to 
extend the scheme any further. A speed limit has to suit 
the nature of the road, reducing the proposed 40mph 
down even further is inappropriate.  

I do not agree with any of the proposed speed cushions 
anywhere in the village. There will be an increase in traffic road 
noise, wear and tear on vehicles that use this road daily, and it 
will not increase flow. I have seen the answers provided to many 
of these queries in response to the previous consultation and I 
do not agree the answers are factually correct - and there is a 
distinct lack of evidence to back up these claims. I am strongly 
opposed to this scheme and hope that everything possible can 
be done to achieve a solution that is acceptable to everyone in 
the village. If concerns are not addressed properly this will reflect 
extremely poorly on the council who enforce it. If you want a 
speed cushion then have one outside your own house but do not 
enforce one outside mine. 

Thanks for your comments. The scheme does not aim to 
improve traffic flow. The answers provided in the previous 
consultation were based on research, government 
guidelines/regulations and data collected from previous 
traffic calming schemes which SGC has implemented.   

I have an issue with the noise these measures will cause, any 
small bump or pothole in the road will already cause disruption to 
sleep and even a wet road produces huge amounts of noise as 
the house has a large window in front and very little sound 
deflection, I support the speed restrictions as a whole but I also 
need to be able to sleep so object to the placement of speed 
bump 2 

Thanks for your comments. 

As the ground only permits the scheme to employ one speed 
table, speed cushions every 100-200 yards (as proposed) 
represent the only way to keep vehicle speeds not too far above 
20 mph. I have found it perfectly possible to drive over isolated 
speed cushions at 30 mph when these are used to enforce 30 
mph limits. Frequent speed cushions may also divert some 
through traffic onto the motorways which are better placed to 
cope with it.   

Thanks for your comments. 

Agree that a traffic calming scheme and a means of crossing this 
road needs to be implemented. The noise and vibration issues 
raised for those in the village by tables are important- this second 
proposed solution however presents a reduced vibration option 
but with more of them, unclear tgat this is therefore an overall 
reduction? This proposal does not present a best option for the 
two issues of speed and crossing particularly for vulnerable 
young and older people. The volume of traffic continues to 
increase on this road and will do so further once Wave opens. 
Please outline how with high volume traffic a pedestrian would 
be able to cross to bus stop shop park etc through steady traffic 
flow. My view is that as this scheme indicates there is surplus 

Thanks for your comments. Investigations into introducing 
formal crossing points in Easter Compton have previously 
been carried out by the Councils Assess & Decide team. It 
was concluded that crossing volumes were not sufficient 
to fund a forma; crossing (e.g. a zebra). There is no 
funding to carry out both traffic calming and crossing 
improvements and with reduced speeds, crossing the 
B4055 will be safer. 
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funds more bumps still with vibrations, is not best longer term 
solution and value for money for the community. Why has the 
opportunity to explore crossing points in Easter Compton not 
been addressed with this scheme. 

As a resident on Main Road I strongly support the additional 
speed bumps as proposed.   

Thanks for your comments. 

Shame no pedestrian crossing was considered before and as 
part of the consultation as it is now deemed outside of the 
budget. Otherwise I fully support the much needed traffic calming 
in Easter Compton. 

Thanks for your comments. 

I live in North Bristol and cycle through Easter Compton as a 
route to Severn Beach and Olvestion, for recreation and 
shopping. 
 
1. Consultation form 
 
The rigid adherence to the questionaire form is inappropriate 
because residents and taxpayers might prefer only a free form 
comment on aspects important to them, meaning that being 
required to vote in all boxes wastes their time. 
 
Needing to complete all the boxes may also give misleading 
answers, particularly in case of a respondent in favour of the 
purpose of the scheme, but doubtful about the method and 
design, where an ability to separate these two responses, which 
cannot be simply classed as support as the form suggests. This 
is made worse because all comments are included in one final 
box, so separating them from the box ticking. 
 
 
 
2. 30 mph speed limits 
 
The proposed 30 mph limits appear appropriate. Although I am 
sceptical about observance in rural areas, where enforcement is 
unlikely, experience with the steady extension over the last few 
years of 30 mph limits on the road to Almondsbury does suggest 
that they have contributed to reducing speeds and making the 
road safer. The long straight stretch west of Easter Compton will 
need particular attention. 
 
3. Easter Compton Traffic Calming 
 
3.1 20 mph limits 
 
The roads approaching and through Easter Compton are 
somewhat hazardous, due to vehicle speeds, impatience and a 
nonchalant approach to speed, so the need for speed reduction 
and a 20 mph limit is understood and welcomed. 
 
3.2 Speed cushions - detail 
 
Speed cushion 3 has a build out, for no obvious reason, always a 
hazard to cyclists, even without cushions. 
 
Speed cushion 5 has narrow gaps to the north, pushing cyclists 
towards the gutter. The equivalent on cushion 3 is 1.5 m, here it 
is only 0.9 m 
 
Speed cushion 7 dimensions cannot be determined from the 
drawing but north gaps probably too narrow. 
 
Speed cushion 8 will probably direct cyclists into the gully, it 
should be relocated. Again gaps cannot be determined but are 

Thanks for your comments. Locations 1, 2, 4, 6 and 9 
were consulted on previously.  
 
The tables and cushions have been designed to our 
guidelines and regulations. The small buildout on cushion 
3 is required due to the width of the road at this specific 
location. The smaller gap at cushions 5 is due to the 
narrowness of the road. The gaps between kerb and 
cushion are 1.4m at location 7. The gaps between kerb 
and cushion are 1.45m at location 8. The gaps at location 
2 are symmetrical.   
 
Various traffic calming features have been considered for 
Easter Compton and Speed Cushions were considered 
the most appropriate. Where possible, the cushions have 
been designed to the Sustrans guidelines. 
 
We used to accept free form comments instead of a 
questionnaire, however doing so often resulted in answers 
which weren’t focused or clear therefore making 
interpreting the results sometimes very challenging. We 
also find the questionnaire is better at providing us with a 
representative viewpoint of consultees.     
 
We find the current comments box is sufficient for 
members of the public to get their views across. Adding a 
comments box for each individual question has in the past 
resulted in repetition throughout the questionnaire where a 
single comments box would of been sufficient.   
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probably too narrow. 
 
There is no box to comment on Speed Table 1. It is probably 
better than the speed cushions because it is not likely to cause 
lateral diversions. 
 
There is no comment box for speed cushion 2, it is impossible to 
tell whether the edge gaps are symmetrical. 
 
3.3 Speed cushions - general remarks 
 
It is not clear that the interaction of motor traffic and cyclists, 
particularly at the speed cushions has been considered, since 
both will deviate from normal lines, and the cushions may cause 
cars to concentrate on the easiest passage over the bumps, 
rather than moving out to give cyclists clearance. 
 
Speed tables do not have this problem. From the drawings it is 
not possible to tell if the speed table has the correct DfT 
recommended profiles. 
 
Although it would be nice if Easter Compton were a busy 
pedestrian area, it is not and does have buses, which are 
contraindicators for speed cushions. 
 
3.3.1 Quotes from guidance 
 
3.3.1.1 Bristol Traffic (1) Traffic choices 
"https://www.trafficchoices.co.uk/traffic-schemes/speed-
humps.shtml" 
 
Bristol guidance says "Cars drive considerably faster over speed 
cushions than speed humps or speed tables 
Bus companies and emergency services may oppose wider 
speed cushions (e.g. 1.7m wide) which are proven to be more 
effective at slowing down cars' 
 
&  
 
'Speed tables are normally used in residential areas or busy 
pedestrian areas. May be unacceptable on a busy bus route'" 
 
 
 
http://content.tfl.gov.uk/lcds-chapter3-streetsandspaces.pdf 
 
3.1.1.2 TfL Guidance: "http://content.tfl.gov.uk/lcds-chapter3-
streetsandspaces.pdf" 
 
 
"Cushions (cycle-friendly gaps) 
 
 
The preferred forms of physical traffic calming in support of cycle 
infrastructure are:• Use of raised entry treatments and raised 
tables to slow turning movements• Forms of narrowing set out in 
the section above (including the use of parking)• Selected types 
of horizontal calming, such as build-outs and traffic islands – but 
these should be used with caution because of their localised 
effects on width and, therefore, passing distances  
 
Vertical traffic calming should only be used where other forms of 
calming are not deemed adequate to bring down speeds. Raised 
entry treatments, raised tables and road humps must always 
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have a sinusoidal or shallow profile. Legal requirements relating 
to vertical traffic calming features are set out in the Highways 
(Road Humps) Regulations 1999. Advice on their use is given in 
DfT’s Local Transport Note 1/07: Traffic Calming." 
 
3.1.1.3 London Cycling Design Standards: 
"https://tfl.gov.uk/corporate/publications-and-reports/streets-
toolkit#on-this-page-2" 
 
"3.5.5 Speed cushions 
 
Speed cushions are not recommended for cycle use, if 
avoidable, but are often introduced in preference to humps on 
routes used by buses and emergency vehicles. They rarely have 
a significant speed-reducing effect on certain wider-based 
vehicles and on powered two wheelers. Where they are used, 
they need to be carefully 

I don't believe the speed cushions will slow down the traffic 
including the heavy goods vehicles who can straddle the bumps. 
Regular users will learn to dodge the bumps as they are in the 
middle of the road and continue at speed. Bikes are a particularly 
problem now and will be able to continue at speed with the 
bumps. Adding a third bump particularly along the straight road 
or interspace with speed tables or some form of width reduction 
will make the road less predictable and slow all vehicles.   

Thanks for your comments. The proposed speed cushions 
have been designed to regulations and guidelines which 
include a wider channel for cyclists to use.   

Speed cushions permit emergency vehicles to pass through. 
Therefore the vans, lorries and other wide based vehicles will 
continue to speed. I am concerned that all two wheeled vehicles, 
will continue to be able to race at their regular 80 + miles an hour 
during the day and night. I am very supportive of speed reduction 
but it has to be something that can slow all the regular vehicles 
down to the 20 mph limit and make it safe for all residents 

Thanks for your comments. For Easter Compton, speed 
cushions were considered the best option for reducing 
traffic speeds in Easter Compton and Pilning. 

mailto:TransportServices@southglos.gov.uk


  13 

 

Nigel Riglar,  

Director for Environment and Community Services  

Streetcare, Transport and Waste, Design & Operations Team, P O Box 1954, Bristol, BS37 0DD 

Tel: 01454 868004 E-mail: TransportServices@southglos.gov.uk 

www.southglos.gov.uk 

Appendix B 

 

Comments received at Consultation via other methods Officer’s response 
First of all may I thank you for the recent feedback report on the ideas for speed 
reductions in the villages. I hope we may see progress towards a solution very 
quickly! 
I do need to take issue with you on a couple of matters; 
In discussions with my neighbours I was surprised to find out just how many 
houses are being affected by vibrations from passing heavy vehicles. For some 
time I thought it was a problem for me only as our house is one of the oldest in 
Pilning, is listed Grade 2, and sits on shallow foundations. It seems I am not 
alone and much newer properties are shaken quite badly. 
I think I am coming to the conclusion that the only way forward is to commission 
a specialist engineering consultancy to set up vibration monitoring equipment in 
my house to demonstrate and interpret the findings. In any event this would be a 
necessary prerequisite to any legal action. 
In you report you summarily dismissed the problem with heavy lorries as down to 
local deliveries. You will probably not be aware that some of us have been in 
touch with our local MP and the Police and Crime Commissioner and both have 
asked to be kept up-to-date. 
As a result, quite a few photographs have been taken of offending vehicles and I 
can tell you that few have local connections. 
40 tonne lorries from such firms as Tesco, Next, UKPost, Stobbart and many 
others who have no local connections whatsoever have been recorded, not to 
mention many foreign lorries, especially from Eastern Europe and Spain. Some 
of these come through at night, and work on the assumption that there will be 
nobody around to apprehend them. 
Just as with cars, the B4055 is used as a rat-run between North Bristol and 
South Wales. It seems strange to us that, having made the decision some years 
ago to impose a 7.5 tonne limit, no attempt is being made by ANYBODY to 
monitor events. We also wonder if the railway bridge capacity may have had 
some bearing on the decision and if the Rail authorities have been kept up to 
date with events? 
It seems that South Glos officers just want these problems to be dismissed as of 
no relevence, but feelings are too strong for that to happen. 

Thanks for your comments. The 
design of the scheme has been 
amended to incorporate speed 
cushions rather than road humps. 
This should minimize any ground 
borne vibrations especially from 
lorries which have a wider wheelbase 
which should straddle the cushions. 
 
Enforcement of weight limits is the 
responsibility of the police. Network 
Rail do assess their bridges and 
inform us if they require “Weak 
Bridge” Weight limits to be 
implemented. We have received no 
such request for the B4055 bridge 
over the railway at Pilning. When the 
bridge was last reassessed, it was 
found that it was capable of carrying 
40T in accordance with BD21/01. Our 
latest correspondence with Network 
rail is from 2016.  
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