
 
 

 

 Statement of Reasons  

YATE & CHIPPING SODBURY 

Kennedy Way to Cotswold Road Mandatory Cycle Lanes 
 

Background 

Groups representing cyclists and communities around Kennedy Way and Cotswold Road 
have requested improvements for cyclists that want to use the route.  

The road causes severance due to it being a dual carriageway layout with infrequent 
pedestrian subway and footbridge provision. Reduction of the 50mph speed limit to 40mph 
and advisory cycle lanes at the Smarts Green end of the road were installed in 2014/15. The 
historic collision rate has improved since. This lower speed limit is the lowest appropriate 
with the roads present configuration and primary use.   

The road is intimidating and essentially only suitable for the most confident of cyclists wishing 
to travel east-west. Parallel off carriageway cycle tracks are not readily available for the 
majority of its length. 

There is a traffic signal crossing that caters for north-south cycle and pedestrian journeys 
near Yate town centre, but nothing further east where crossing demand would not be as 
high. This arrangement discourages at grade crossing, acting as a barrier to many vulnerable 
road users. 

Notable destinations that could be accessed along the road are Chipping Sodbury 
Secondary School to the south side, Chipping Sodbury high street to the north, Yate Town 
Centre to the west and Old Sodbury village further to the east. 

Following an investigation and liaison with town and parish councils in early 2017 an 
implementation scheme has been promoted to the councils 2018/19 capital programme. 

Restriction on cycle use of subways not designed for that purpose is unfortunately not 
practical for the council to resolve at this time, despite the close proximity of Chipping 
Sodbury secondary school. 

Without detriment to the existing road use, reallocation of road space for cycle lanes and 
providing links to them for the benefit of existing and potential bike users is the intended 
scheme outcome. 

Aims of the scheme 

• To provide a direct, continuous and coherent route for cyclists using Cotswold Road 
and Kennedy Way from Smarts Green to existing facilities at Yate town centre in both 
directions. 

• To help address community severance and improve access to Chipping Sodbury 
School. 

• Redress the vehicle dominated road layout and paths alongside which are currently 
perceived as being unsafe by cyclists and pedestrians. 

• To support local and national policy in promotion of active travel through cycling and 
walking, with more numerous and attractive facilities. 

• To reduce the potential for conflict between pedestrians and cyclists by offering 
physical segregation and suitable facilities. 
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Proposals are to: 

 
• Install mandatory cycle lanes on sections of eastbound carriageway where there are 

none at all presently and no existing demand for on street parking. 

• Convert a section of existing advisory cycle lane from Bowling Road Bridge to 
mandatory cycle lane up to Hounds Road.  

• Raise the status of existing sections of westbound advisory cycle lanes by converting 
them to mandatory cycle lanes, which will be consistent with the newly proposed 
sections eastbound. 

• Extend westbound cycle lanes towards Normandy Road 

• Construct an access point to existing off carriageway shared use paths and crossings 
near Normandy Road. 

• Reallocate dual lane road space which would become single lane with 1.5m minimum 
cycle lanes alongside, separated by a hatched area buffer of 1m or more. 

• To remove pinch points in the road. 

• Provide the appropriate upright signs in support of the road markings, for cycle lanes 
that are mandatory at all times. 

 Legitimate access to premises, existing parking and junctions along the route would be 
unaffected. 

 
Timescale 
 

Depending upon the result of the public consultation it is hoped that the proposed scheme 
will be implemented during 2019. 
 
The scheme is being prepared alongside alterations necessary to maintain the structural 
integrity of parapets at the Bowling Road over bridge which will most likely result in 
encroaching into channel areas of existing carriageway. The intention is to construct both 
schemes in a coordinated programme of works if possible. 
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