
 
 

 

HIGHWAYS ACT 1980 – Section 119 
 
 

SOUTH GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNCIL 
 
 
 

STATEMENT OF REASONS 
 
 

South Gloucestershire Council (Structures Team) have applied to divert a length of public footpath 
LYA 63 at Goose Green Way, Yate.  The existing footpath runs through gaps in two existing 
lengths of Vehicle Restraint System (Safety Barrier), but for full safety compliance; to provide 
protection to the railway line and for the safety of road users, the barriers should be installed in a 
continuous run for a length of 30 metres from the corner of the railway bridge.  In order to install 
the new continuous barriers it is proposed that the path is diverted approximately 34 metres to the 
east, to cross Goose Green Way at the end of the length of safety barrier. 
 
With regard to the legal tests to be satisfied under the Act: -  

 

 In the interests of the landowner it is expedient that the line of footpath LYA 63 is diverted in 
order that a fully compliant vehicle restraint system can be installed; 
 

 In the interests of the public it is expedient that the line of the footpath is diverted to enable 
better public safety through the installation of a continuous safety barrier where Goose 
Green Way passes over a railway line; 
 

 The proposed diversion will not be substantially less convenient to the public.  The path 
connects to the same highways and although the overall length of the proposed new route 
will be greater by approximately 30 metres, the existing route has fairly steep gradients 
each side of the road and the proposed new route will significantly reduce these gradients 
and improve the accessibility of the path.  The section of path on the northern side of 
Goose Green Way currently runs over uneven ground, but the proposed new route will be 
over better, flatter terrain;   

 

 It is expedient to confirm the order having regard to the effect it will have on public 
enjoyment of the routes as a whole, as the proposed new alignment of LYA 63 will be more 
accessible and over better terrain; 

 

 The Council will pay the costs of this order and the minor expenses that will be incurred in 
making the site of the proposed route ready for use by the public. 

 
 

 


