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South Gloucestershire Council 
 
DECISION REPORT BY THE DIRECTOR OF ENVIRONMENT AND COMMUNITY SERVICES 
ACTING UNDER DELEGATED AUTHORITY 
 
 
SUBJECT OF REPORT:  TO CONSIDER OBJECTIONS TO THE HOLLYWOOD LANE 

PROHIBITION OF DRIVING SCHEME IN PILNING & SEVERN 
BEACH WARD 

 
DATE: 23 March 2020 
 
Purpose of Report 
 
1. To consider objections received following the statutory advertisement of the proposed 
prohibition of driving proposal at Hollywood Lane, Easter Compton in the Pilning and Severn 
Beach Ward.  
 
Policy 
 
2. The joint Local Transport Plan (2011-2026) sets out policies to deliver an affordable, low 
carbon, accessible, integrated, efficient and reliable transport network to achieve a more 
competitive economy and better connected, more active and healthy communities. The Joint Local 
Transport Plan is based around five key transport goals. 
 

 Reduce carbon emissions 

 Support economic growth 

 Promote accessibility 

 Contribute to better safety, security and health 

 Improve quality of life and a healthy natural environment 

 
Background 
 
3. Highways England is currently developing a new junction on the M49, constructed to 
accommodate employment and commercial development in the Avonmouth Severnside Enterprise 
Area (ASEA).  In support of the junction, designs have been tabled to upgrade cycling and walking 
infrastructure around the ASEA.  These includes improvements to National Cycleway Network 
(NCN) Route 4 between Cribbs Causeway and Severn Beach which is funded through Highway 
England’s Designated Fund for Cycling, Safety and Integration.  Sustrans, with Mott MacDonald 
Sweco Joint Venture, completed a feasibility study and outline design for the scheme on behalf of 
Highways England which South Gloucestershire Council is taking forward to construction. 
 
4. South Gloucestershire Council using funding from Highways England is progressing the 
scheme through public consultation, detailed design and construction.  The proposals include the 
prohibition of driving on a section of Hollywood Lane to encourage more cycling. 
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The Issues 
 
5. The proposed prohibition of driving of vehicles along Hollywood Lane except pedal cycles 
would extends from the Activity Centre and Manor Farm.  It would eliminate the inappropriate use 
of Hollywood Lane and provide a safer route for pedestrians, cyclists and equestrians. 
 
6. The prohibition of driving would encourage walking and cycling and use of the NCN route 4. 
 
Consultation - 
 
Public consultation for a range of improvements on NCN route 4 was undertaken between 4 
February 2019 and 29 March 2019. 
 
Details of the proposals including drawings and statement of reasons were posted on the South 
Gloucestershire website.  The Council sent letters advising of the consultation to all properties in 
the ASEA area affected by the proposals.  In addition, signs were placed and maintained in the 
area for the 6 week consultation period.  Local members, the Parish Councils and the emergency 
services, amongst other statutory stakeholders were invited by email to view the consultation. 
 
There were 66 individuals and organisations that responded to the consultation via the 
questionnaire and eight other responses. 
 
The respondents were asked to fill out a questionnaire.  Figure 1 shows the first question that was 
asked; Do you support the scheme as a whole? 
 

Figure1: 

 
 
The results show that 71% of the people who responded were in favour of the scheme as a whole.  
All the individual elements of the scheme received majority support. 
 
Question 9 referred to the closure of Hollywood Lane.  44% of respondents were in favour of the 
proposed closure, 42% were against and 14% had no preference. 
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Question 10 referred to the location of the closure point if Hollywood Lane was closed.  The 
majority of respondents (55%) had no preference on where Hollywood Lane should be closed. 
 

 
 
Statutory TRO Advertisement 
 
7. The Statutory TRO proposals were advertised from 23 October 2019 to 18 November 2019.  
The responses received during the Statutory TRO advertisement are included in Appendix B. 
 
Local Member 
 
8. Following circulation of the consultation feedback statement for the overall Severnside 
Walking and Cycling proposals, the local member (Pilning and Severn Beach Ward) has 
commented on as follows:- 
 
I have read and digested this very good report which I heartily endorse. 
 
There may be some local opposition to closing Hollywood Lane to vehicles but the overall 
advantages for Western Approaches cyclists and their safety are apparent. 
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10. The local member was contacted to see if they had any additional comments for inclusion in 
this objection report but an out office response was received advising they are not currently 
undertaking active service. 
 
Options 
 
9. There are two options for how to proceed: 
 

 Implement the scheme as advertised; 

 Abandon the scheme. 
 
Financial Implications (includes tax implications such as VAT) 
 
10. Implementing this prohibition of driving restriction at Hollywood Lane can be met from the 
£937,000 grant provided by Highways England allocated to scheme NM22/2019 within the 
directorate’s 2019/20 Capital Programme (£195,605.33 has been spent to date 04/03/2020).  
Should the scheme be abandoned then the remaining funding would be returned to Highways 
England. 
 
Steve Stimpson, Senior Finance Officer  
 01454 863115 
 
Legal Implications 
 
11. In reaching a decision the Director must consider any responses received to the 
consultation.  Details of the outcome of the consultations and the officer responses to them are 
contained in this report.  There are no other legal implications arising from this report. 
 
Andrew Griffiths, Solicitor and Group Manager, Legal Team 
 01454 863037 
 
Human Resources Implications 
 
12. There are no human resources implications arising from this report. 
 
Gaynor Fisher, HR Business Partner - Environment and Community Services  
 01454 868193 
 
Climate Emergency and Environmental Implications 
 
13. The proposed scheme would remove motorised vehicles from the affected section of 
Hollywood Lane, increasing safety for vulnerable road users and improve the local environment for 
residents in the affected area.  There will be some associated reduction in emissions from 
vehicles, increases in the use of low carbon travel modes such as walking and cycling and 
therefore some improvements to localised air quality. 
 
Lucy Rees, Senior Environmental Policy & Climate Change Officer 
 01454 862224 
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Social Implications 
 
14. The proposals contained within this report will support more walking and cycling by making 
the environment more comfortable for these activities.  Access to appropriate space and exercise 
supports positive health outcomes and that in turn supports the Council’s aim to reduce inequality 
in all its forms. 
 
Mark Pullin, Strong, Safer Communities Manager 
 01454 868480 
 
Economic Implications 
 
15. There are no direct economic implications arising from this report or the recommendation. 
 
Ian Steele, Economic Development Project Manager 
 01454 868202. 
 
Equalities Consideration 
 
16. There are no adverse implications identified. 

 
Mark Seabrook, Engineer, Design & Operations Team, Streetcare 
 01454 863032 
 
Privacy Impact Assessment 
 
17. There are no privacy issues. 
 
Mark Seabrook, Engineer, Design & Operations Team, Streetcare 
 01454 863032 
 
Risks, Mitigations & Opportunities 
 
18. The proposed prohibition of driving at Hollywood Lane will result in the loss of an alternative 
route for motorised vehicles when there is congestion at M5 Junction 17.  Currently, Hollywood 
Lane is available for the emergency services to use when there is congestion in the area. 
 
19. Residents in Compton Greenfield have commented that both Berwick Lane and Bowstreet 
Lane flood and when this happens Hollywood Lane is the only means of access to their property.  
This issue could be overcome by closing off the affected section of Hollywood Lane with 
demountable bollards or gates which could unlocked to allow local residents access when there is 
a flood event. 
 
20. The section of Hollywood Lane included in the proposed Traffic Order is wooded with tree 
cover along it length.  It also has a steep gradient of around 10%.  There is potential for leaf fall in 
the autumn which at present is cleared by the motion of motorised traffic passing.  Without 
motorised traffic it is likely leaf fall will not be cleared and road surface will become hazardous and 
slippery to users, particularly cyclists.  This could be mitigated by regular sweeping but is not 
something that is carried out with the existing situation. 
 
21. Implementation of the TRO will help encourage cycling to the ASEA area and beyond. 
 
Other Implications 
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22. The Wild Place currently uses Hollywood Lane to access land adjoining Bowstreet Lane.  
The Wild Place has objected to the proposed prohibition of driving order as they will no longer be 
able to continue to use Hollywood Lane to access their land at the northern part of their site.  The 
Wild Place does not have internal roadways to access the northern part of their site.  An 
alternative route is available via Blackhorse Hill and Bowstreet Lane but is slightly longer, busier 
and subject to faster vehicle speeds. 
 
Conclusions 
 
23. Whist we recognise that the scheme has received a number of objections.  Given the 
benefit to the community it is recommended that the scheme is implemented as advertised. 
 
Decision 
 

1. Both the local member and officers see value in progressing the prohibition of driving 
restriction.  It is therefore recommended that the proposed prohibition of driving at 
Hollywood Lane should be implemented as advertised. 

2. That the Head of Legal Governance and Democratic Services be authorised to seal the 
Traffic Regulation Orders. 

3. That the objectors are informed accordingly. 

 
Decision of the Director of Environment and Community Services 
 
I make the decision as recommended having been advised and taken account of all 
relevant factors. 
 
Signed:   
 

 
 
 
Director of Environment and Community Services  
 
Date 23 March 2020 
 
 
Departmental Contact 
Mark Seabrook, Engineer, Design & Operations Team, Streetcare 
 01454 863032 
 
Background Papers 
Responses to the advertisement of traffic regulation orders  
Statement of reasons 
Feedback statement and summary of comments to consultation 
 
Appendices 
Appendix A - Summary of objections 
Appendix B – Drawing number T001-336-107 
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APPENDIX A – STATUTORY OBJECTIONS 
 

Objectors comments Officers comments 

Statutory objections  

Objection to the scheme on grounds of the following:-  

Objection 1 
 
The use of Hollywood lane as a ‘Rat run’ is merely a 
symptom of the failure to resolve the issues of the 
junction of the B4055 and J17 roundabout.  
I don’t believe anyone would use this lane if the 
aforementioned junction operated correctly. At peak 
times, trying to exit the B4055 can add 15 minutes to 
a journey and queues regularly reach the village of 
Easter Compton. Too much emphasis of the J17 
roundabout is placed on traffic destined for Cribbs 
Causeway; however in the morning rush hour, more 
of the traffic from the northbound M5 is using the 
A4018 towards Bristol, so is forced into the single 
available lane for this route, which causes gridlock on 
the roundabout. This prevents traffic exiting the 
B4055 even when there are pauses in the traffic flow. 
I’m sure traffic planners are fully aware of this, but 
let’s face it, it’s only a B road. 
 
I would also suggest that closing Hollywood lane to 
traffic will rapidly turn the tarmac of the steep tree-
covered hill into a leafy/mossy death-trap to cyclists, 
unless regularly cleaned, which obviously won’t 
happen as the tyres which currently clean it, seem 
destined to be prohibited. 
 
While not ideal, the best current use for Hollywood 
Lane is to relieve the pressure on the B4055 until the 
serious traffic flow issues around this area can be 
resolved. 
 

Thanks for your comments. 
 
 

Objection 2 
 
As a business resident of Hollywood House, 
Hollywood Lane, Easter Compton, we have received 
notification that you are planning on closing the 
section of Hollywood Lane from the Activity Centre 
down to Manor Farm. 
 
You indicate that you wish to remove all motor vehicle 
use (except pedal cycles), and prioritise pedestrians, 
cyclists and equestrians. 
 
Whilst these are noble aims, may I notify you that we, 
and many others, use this lane for access to our 
business premises during the morning and evening 
rush-hour. 

Thanks for your comments. 
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Our route takes me from Downend, out to Coalpit 
Heath where I pick up my colleague, then through 
Frampton Cotterell and Rudgeway, down the A38 
towards Almondsbury, then around Over Lane and 
finally up Hollywood Lane to our office. 
 
This is by far and away the fastest route for us. Your 
proposal will force us to queue onto the motorway 
roundabout at Cribbs Causeway, and this part of this 
roundabout has no traffic lights, and the traffic joining 
this roundabout from Easter Compton queues for 
ages, so we won’t be using that. 
 
As you know, trying to get back in towards the M32 
from Coalpit Heath towards Downend and the M32 J1 
junction to use the M4/M5 is an absolute no-no due to 
the amount of queuing traffic so we will be forced to 
continue around the narrow lanes around Easter 
Compton until we get to the King William pub at 
Hallen, then drive up through Henbury, past the 
school, and finally up the dual carriageway back 
towards the motorway. 
 
Which is also a non-starter, whichever way you look 
at it. 
 
Ultimately, we will be forced to leave our offices and 
find alternative business premises if your scheme 
goes ahead, as our commute will become horrible 
each day. 
 
Could I ask that you review your plans and consider 
the following points: 
 
1. The lane is steep with rough edges due to the 
amount of water run-off from the woods, poor 
drainage, and the poor state of the road surface. It is 
also covered in fallen leaves and branches for large 
parts of the year. 
 
2. This all adds up to it being rarely used for 
cycling (I’m a cyclist and wouldn’t consider it because 
you can’t get traction on the slippery surface, and so 
end up pushing your bike up the hill). Similarly, it is 
too dangerous to ride down. 
 
3. This lane starts in a remote area and ends on 
a dual carriageway. I don’t think that suggests that 
much pedestrian or equestrian traffic will ever use this 
lane. 
 
4. The adjacent woods, as owned by Bristol Zoo, 
offers a perfect opportunity to install a new woodland 
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path up the hill. This would be idea for any 
pedestrians to use. 
 
5. The lane is narrow and needs rethinking. This 
morning, a large flatbed lorry came down it, so could 
you consider making it one way for vehicles, so that 
only motorised traffic can go up the lane? 
 
6. Alternatively, you could install maximum width 
bars so that only cars and small vans could use the 
lane. These are widely used in London but I can’t say 
I’ve seen them in Bristol anywhere yet. 
 
7. If you do decide to go ahead, then you must 
install new traffic lights to reduce the length of time 
that traffic coming from Easter Compton can get onto 
the M5 roundabout at Cribbs Causeway. 
 
8. Finally, is there any chance of painting the 
white lines at the dual carriageway roundabout next 
to the old Premier Inn? They are so worn out that it 
looks like traffic coming up the hill towards the 
motorway roundabout have a feeder lane instead of 
having to give way, which means that traffic doesn’t 
give way when it should. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Objection 3 
 
I write in response to the proposed closure of 
Hollywood Lane to motor vehicles. 
 
As a resident of Compton Greenfield, I feel the loss of 
this historic byway will massively compromise the 
Hamlet, pushing our only access route into the 
already heavily congested Easter Compton. 
 
As a resident I recognise that this has been allowed 
to become a rat run, but this is a very blunt response 
to the issue. I believe that other options should be 
taken to safeguard access to our historic Hamlet, our 
property deeds show history of settlement for c.300 
years and this highways policy is cutting us off. 
 
I would suggest that the options that should be 
explored could be a hybrid of the following: 
 
- One way from Berwick lane to the activity 
centre 
- Vehicle width limiting on Berwick lane 
- Access via registered vehicles only and special 
access granted to Compton Greenfield residents 
 
The implementation of this will have a significant 
impact on our lives and personal wellbeing. I would 

Thanks for your comments. 
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welcome the opportunity to discuss this face to face 
and fundamentally object. 
 

Objection 4 
 
I would like to submit an objection to this proposal on 
the grounds that it will adversely affect access to my 
house.  I live on Berwick Lane, close its junction with 
Hollywood Lane and Bowstreet Lane.  During and 
after heavy rain both Bowstreet Lane and Berwick 
Lane are prone to flooding, making Hollywood Lane 
the only safe means of driving to and from my 
property.  In addition to the standing water on the 
road surface cars often stall in the deep water, thus 
completely blocking the road.  These country lanes 
are not wide enough for emergency service vehicles 
to get round such obstructions. 
 
A further cause for concern is that the roundabout at 
the top of Blackhorse Hill/junction 17 is often grid-
locked during the Christmas and peak summer 
holiday periods.  As there are no traffic lights at the 
top of Blackhorse Hill it is often very difficult to get 
onto the roundabout here.  The only suitable 
alternative route is iva Hollywood Lane. 
 
I do not want to find myself trapped in my home. 
 

Thanks for your comments. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Objection 5 
 
I am writing to you to object to the proposal to close 
Hollywood Lane, Easter Compton to motorised 
vehicles. 
 
I am a local resident and my property is 500 yards 
from the bottom of Hollywood Lane. 
 
Idea will benefit minority of local residents, whilst 
causing issues for the majority. There are plenty of 
bridal paths and cycle ways in the area and this 
particular road is rarely used by horse riders, who are 
more likely to be found on the far busier Berwick 
Lane, maybe you should consider closing it as well…. 
 
We live by a busy motorway junction, people will use 
alternative routes if the motorway is busy, we have 
chosen to live where we do and were aware that the 
road would at times get busy, but still decided to live 
there. 
 
Berwick Lane is used as a rat run, as we live by a 
busy motorway junction and the cut through can be 
used to avoid the M5 between Avonmouth and Cribbs 
Causeway. 

Thanks for your comments. 
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The proposal will not prevent rat running, as 
Hollywood Lane is not the road that causes it. The rat 
running occurs along Berwick Lane, particularly when 
the motorway is heavily congested, some of the traffic 
uses Hollywood Lane to access Berwick Lane or if 
they are going the other way they will go up Berwick 
Lane to access the M5 roundabout by Cribbs 
Causeway. 
 
All closing Hollywood Lane would achieve is meaning 
that all of the traffic, rather than the majority of it will 
go from one end of Berwick Lane to the other, which 
will subsequently cause more congestion on Black 
Horse Hill. 
 
Route taken by myself and other family members to 
get to work. Closing the road will add on 20-30 
minutes additional drive time, more than doubling my 
journey to work, due to the amount of traffic on 
Blackhorse Hill which runs up to the roundabout for 
the M5 Cribbs junction. 
 
Hollywood Lane is not a difficult road to drive on, 
there are various passing points for a when a vehicle, 
cyclist or pedestrian is coming the other way or on the 
road and to my knowledge there have not been many 
accidents over the last 10 years and to my knowledge 
certainly not any that were serious or involved a 
horse, etc. 
 
If the road was unsafe to use and there are possible 
alternative, safer routes I could possibly understand a 
road closure, but I believe that is not the case in this 
instance. 
 
I would like to point out that the reasoning for 
proposing the closure of Hollywood Lane is to stop 
the inappropriate use of Hollywood Lane and to 
reduce rat running to make it safer for non car users. 
Essentially to sum this up the proposal that is made is 
that you would like to close this road as it is used as a 
road, I would like to point out that this is not a reason, 
let alone a valid reason, I own a local garden 
machinery business and it is effectively the same as 
we are a garden machinery seller that does not sell 
garden machinery!!!! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Objection 6 
 
The proposal to close Hollywood Lane to vehicles is 
unrealistic. Very few cyclists use the hill as is it too 
steep and the equestrians that used to use it from the 
livery yard on Cribbs Causeway do not any more as 

Thanks for your comments. 
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the yard has closed  You need to keep Hollywood 
Lane open due to the volume of traffic on Blackhorse 
Hill (B4055) that is frequently queued back to Love 
Lane. To reach the M5 South the closure of 
Hollywood Lane would incur a two mile detour as 
Hollywood Lane, Cribbs Causeway then the M5 is 
that much shorter than Bowstreet Lane, Blackhorse 
Hill and then Junction 17 roundabout, and this is 
frequently gridlocked. Joining the B4055 from 
Bowstreet Lane is increasingly difficult due to the 
volume of traffic. Hollywood Lane is the only access 
to our area when both Berwick Lane and Bowstreet 
Lane are flooded. The flooding occurs frequently as 
the Hollywood Tower estate drains there. These 
roads are impassable to normal vehicles and the only 
way out in if you shut Hollywood Lane would be by 
helicopter and there are too many overhead wires for 
one to land. Hollywood Lane is also the emergency 
services route should they need quick access. If 
Bowstreet is blocked and there are a lot of large 
vehicles using it and there are accidents, then the 
only way into the area would be via Hallen and that 
would involve a lengthy detour. Closure of Hollywood 
Lane would benefit very few people If any and for the 
sake of one fifth of a mile for virtually non-existent 
cyclists to cause the amount of inconvenience the 
closure would create for the residents of the area 
needs to be carefully re-considered and rejected 
 

 
 

Objection 7 
 
Snows Commercials Ltd, of Vimpennys Lane, 
Compton Greenfield, object to the Hollywood Lane 
vehicular road closure proposal as follows: 
 
As a local family business operating from Vimpennys 
Lane for over 50 years, Hollywood lane is an 
important route for us to travel to The Mall Junction 
17 M5, and M5 South in a car or small van, which is 
less than a mile in distance and takes less than 5 
minutes without holdups. Return is similar time and 
distance. 
 
Easter Compton using the B4055 at certain times can 
now take up to 30 minutes due to the traffic accessing 
the Motorway backing up on Blackhorse Hill. This is 
before ‘The Wave’ traffic has actually started to 
add to the problems. 
 
The alternative route is to travel along Berwick Lane 
to Hallen, Severn Road, Station Road and Cribbs 
Causeway is around 4 miles each way and can take 
up to 15 to 20 minutes more 
 

Thanks for your comments. 
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Some of our Employees use the Hollywood Lane 
route as do are customers arriving by car or small 
pickup truck. 
 
Bowstreet Lane is now the most dangerous road 
around here, due to the neglected tree growth and 
poor state of the road surface and definitely not 
suitable for cyclists, by shutting Hollywood Lane it will 
intensify traffic on this section of road 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Objection 8 
 
I very strongly object to the proposal. I am resident at 
Compton House, Berwick Lane, and I use Hollywood 
Lane in both directions by bicycle and by car. I have 
resided here for thirty years and I am very, very 
familiar with traffic on this road, using it on a daily 
basis. This proposal causes me and my family and 
local residents severe disadvantages for no national 
advantage. 
 
I and local residents need Hollywood Lane to remain 
a public highway because it a local flood escape 
route and closure will cause me (a cyclist) a more 
hazardous route to and from work. Traffic control, if 
necessary, should be applied at the Church on Farm 
lane, preventing access from the M49 Junction to 
Berwick Lane. This proposal will increase congestion. 
 
Purpose 1 “… to eliminate the inappropriate use 
of Hollywood Lane and reduce rat running …” 
I challenge the contention that this is a rat run, it is 
not. I regularly traverse the route by bike, on my way 
to and from work during the rush hour and around it. 
If there is a pod of more than three vehicles 
attempting to pass me I am surprised. Insufficient rats 
to make a run, it takes me four to five minutes to 
ascend the road, the rats are perhaps one or two cars 
per minute at rush hour max. 
 
Development of the M49 Junction with Farm Lane 
should not create a rat run. There is no agreement 
that the industrial estate has access through Farm 
Lane to Berwick Lane. Farm Lane is part of the 
national cycle route, it should remain for equestrian, 
farm traffic and pedestrians only, from the Church at 
Easter Compton to Berwick Lane. 
 
Purpose 2 “ provide a safer route for pedestrians, 
cyclists and equestrians.” 
I challenge this strongly, it seems to me there is a 
high probability of creating a different hazard. There 
are no accident statistics available from the police to 
indicate any particular problems for this route. 

Thanks for your comments. 
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Maintenance of such a route for safe cycling is going 
to be high cost because of the bank erosion. 
 
I have sought accident statistics from the police for 
this route and there are few, couple of collisions, no 
injuries. I have experienced the safety of using this 
road, it is not a simple route. Behaviourally, users 
familiar with the hazards, drive or cycle with 
considerable caution, passing places are tight. 
Misdirected sat. nav. users can cause congestion, but 
this is generally brief, not hazardous. 
 
The hazards on this road for cyclists are debris and 
potholes, especially after dark. Debris arises every 
time there is a storm; lined with trees on a steep bank 
the road receives shed branches and mud. The 
enormous water runoff from the hill overwhelms the 
drains, damages the tarmac and creates potholes. 
Highways have to resurface this road regularly every 
five years or so as it is, it will not change. 
 
Cyclists will have a more hazardous descent and 
ascent because the road surface will decay. Traffic 
keeps the road clear, it pulverises the debris and 
mud, the runoff then takes it to the drain at the bottom 
of the hill. Without traffic the road will become 
blocked, cyclists cannot negotiate a safe descent on 
a muddy debris covered road, the hazard is 
increased, mud skids occur at any speed. 
 
The route maintenance will be poor, because the 
cost/benefit will be low. Use of Hollywood lane is 
mostly by vehicles, remove them and use by 
pedestrians and cyclists is very low. It is a hill, who 
wants to climb it if they do not have to? The 
maintenance cost will probably not reduce because it 
is used for the annual Bristol cycle race.  
 
Fly tipping at this location will increase. At the top of 
Hollywood Lane, start of the restriction, is a regular 
dumping spot for fly tipping. Restricting access 
ensures that this spot becomes a favourite with fly 
tippers, be traffic no witnesses and makes it easy.  
 
Flooding 
Hollywood Lane is the only escape route for local 
residents, there is regular flooding on Berwick Lane. 
Berwick Lane is on the edge of the flood plain and 
flooding has long been a regular hazard for road 
users. The IPCC predicted increase in rainfall as a 
consequence of climate change over the next 30 
years is about 35 % for this location. 
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Hollywood Lane is the only flood free access route for 
emergency vehicles to the local residents.  
 
Traffic Flow 
This cannot improve traffic flow through the area, 
reducing road access cannot improve movement. 
Diverting traffic along Berwick Lane will increase 
congestion on Berwick Lane at Easter Compton and 
on the roundabout at the top of Blackhorse Hill, 
access to Over and Almondsbury will be slower. 
Preventing access will increase the congestion at the 
M5 access on Cribbs Causeway.   
 
Hollywood Lane is not selected as a route by drivers 
except when Berwick Lane fails. Congestion has 
occurred on Hollywood lane occasionally, because 
Berwick Lane has become congested that far back. 
This is a result of general local congestion caused by 
motorway closure. 
 
I urge the council to reject this proposal and 
reconsider it should it become evident that a rat run is 
created by the M49 access or safety is compromised. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Objection 9 
 
I strongly object to the prohibition of driving in 
Hollywood Lane for several reasons: 
 

i) For cyclists on the hill it’s dangerous as the 
road always has leaves on it.  When wet it’s 
like an ice rink.  This can cause severe 
injuries.  Due to the peaceful area they may 
not be found and would be hard to get 
medical attention to them. 

 
ii) Why should the residents of the lane and 

part of Berwick Lane have to join 
Blackhorse Hill traffic which tails back from 
Cribbs Causeway roundabout to over 
halfway down Blackhorse Hill when 
Hollywood Lane can help relieve the 
gridlock.  Also, when the roundabout is 
gridlocked back towards Henbury 
(especially at Christmas) cars can go down 
the hill of Hollywood Lane to get local 
residents home and vehicles can go onto 
Pilning and Severn Beach which can help 
towards keeping traffic moving.  For the 
amount of foot and cyclists traffic that 
would use this route is so minimal it is not 
viable.  But what I have seen, the bicycle 
tyres are not good enough to grip on slippy 

Thanks for your comments. 
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hilly surfaces, so I would consider this route 
is not suitable for bicycles. 

 

Objection 10 
 
Whilst we do not object in principle to the scheme, I 
must now ask that our concerns and the lack of full 
consideration after the initial consultation period be 
recorded as a form of objection for the purposes of 
your report to the Council. 
 
Comments received from Bristol Zoological Society 
after the TRO advertisement. 
 

Thanks for your comments. 
 

 
 

Comments in support  Officers comments 

Other for the scheme:-  

Support 1 
 
I support the proposal. 
 
I regularly cycle Hollywood Lane. It is very steep and 
quite narrow, and at present vehicles travel along it at 
surprising speeds – probably rat-running to avoid 
congestion at the M5 junction 17 roundabout. 
 
If traffic-free then cyclists ascending the steepest part 
of the hill will be able to weave from side to side in 
safety. 
 
This lane is part of the National Cycle Network, and 
as such is likely to attract cyclists from outside the 
area unfamiliar with the lane – making it traffic-free 
will greatly improve their experience. 
 

Thanks for your comments. 

Support 2 
 
I would like to support this proposal for two reasons: 
 
i) As a user of public transport I occasionally 
have to walk from Cribbs Causeway to Easter 
Compton after the last 625 has left Cribbs Causeway. 
Prohibiting through traffic on Hollywood Lane will 
provide a walking route that is safer than Black Horse 
Hill. 
 
ii) As a driver it should move some cycle traffic 
from Black Horse Hill to Hollywood Lane. 
 

Thanks for your comments. 

Support 3 
 

Thanks for your comments. 
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I use Hollywood Lane by bicycle most days on my 
commute, and would benefit greatly from the 
prohibition of motor traffic for my safety and 
enjoyment. 
 
Hollywood lane is also a key part of the cycle network 
connecting Bristol to the Severn Bridge, and for 
casual/beginner cyclists (as I once was), it’s hugely 
beneficial to have traffic free sections. Inclines such 
as that of Hollywood lane particularly benefit from 
being traffic-free as cyclists travel significantly slower 
when riding up a hill which makes us feel more 
vulnerable. 
 
I’ve also witnessed on multiple occasions HGVs using 
the lane to cut through, tearing down large branches 
as they do so, and since it is very easy to divert 
around Hollywood lane this seems unnecessary. 
 
Cyclists are currently able to travel down the hill at 
‘road speeds’; i.e. 20-25mph where safe to do so. It’s 
unclear whether anything will be done to the road 
surface, but cyclists’ ability to do this should be 
maintained as it is dangerous to ask cyclists to ‘ride 
their brakes’ down the hill as this can cause 
overheating and subsequent brake failure, in addition 
to being counter-productive to commuter cyclists in 
terms of time taken. If the speed of travel down the 
lane was limited somehow, cyclists would be tempted 
to use the B4055 to avoid Hollywood Lane which is 
counterproductive for both cyclists and motorists. 
 
The ideal situation would be a simple ‘no motor 
vehicles’ sign. Perhaps removable bollards could be 
used to prevent contravention (though clearly these 
need to be highly visible and reflective to protect 
unfamiliar cyclists). 
 

Support 4 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment. 
 
In general, as a local resident and regular user of 
Hollywood Lane (as a walker, runner and driver), I am 
supportive of traffic restriction on what has become 
increasingly a ‘rat urn’ for occasionally entirely 
inappropriate vehicles. 
 
However (and somewhat ironically), as an Easter 
Compton village resident I am concerned that a traffic 
‘pressure valve’ will be removed that has proved 
essential at times. 
 

Thanks for your comments. 
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In peak M5 travel times (Summer, bank holidays, Mall 
Xmas shopping etc) it can be a terrible experience 
just trying to exit the village toward Cribbs Causeway.  
Traffic queues have extended down the length of 
Blackhorse Hill on many occasions. 
 
The only alternative route to avoid the M5 J17 
roundabout grid-lock has been to use Hollywood 
Lane so we can leave or arrive home. 
 
I appreciate the need for traffic restriction and would 
like to suggest an alternative proposal. 
 
Rather than close a section of road to vehicles 
completely, can it instead be made one-way (North 
bound, ie toward Easter Compton).  Vehicle width 
could be restricted too so that GPS-guided large 
vehicles such as lorries are unable to use it). 
 
We often feel trapped in Easter Compton, our 
movements restricted severely by traffic for The Mall, 
M5 holiday and accident hold ups and just poor 
driving on the roundabout itself where yellow boxes 
are ignored.  It can take 20 minutes to access the 
roundabout. 
 
Use of Hollywood Lane and Bowstreet Lane through 
to Hallen has been critical for me to fulfil my duties at 
Clifton Rugby Club and for the family to access the 
supermarkets at Cribbs. 
 
Closing Hollywood Lane completely, will in my 
opinion, make travel from/to Easter Compton more 
difficult. 
 
Without a complete review of the traffic flow and 
lights’ timings to allow residents of Easter Compton, 
Pilning and Severn Beach to access the junction with 
the M5 more than a few cars at a time – the proposed 
restrictions will add to the problems. 
 

Support 5 
 
Bristol Cycling Campaign fully supports this proposal, 
which we believe will make cycling safer on this 
important cycle route, and will help to encourage 
more people to take up cycling with all its well-known 
benefits for health, tackling congestion and pollution, 
etc. 
 

Thanks for your comments. 

 
 

Comments other  Officers comments 

Other for the scheme:-  



ECS18/2020 
 

Comments  

Comment 1 
 
I write on behalf of Mr Benjamin Bird, a local resident 
in Compton Greenfields. 
 
In the absence of a sitting MP, it is important that Mr 
Bird nevertheless receives the representation he is 
entitled to and as the consultation deadline passes 
prior to election, I have written this letter as 
Parliamentary Candidate for Filton and Bradley 
Stoke. 
 
The proposal to prohibit driving on Hollywood Lane 
would require Mr Bird and others trying to get Hallen 
and Compton Greenfields to travel via Easter 
Compton.  This is often congested and the proposal 
for Hollywood Lane will put additional pressure on 
road capacity in this area, as well as lengthening 
journeys, which adds to pollution in the area. 
 
I ask that these points are taken into account when 
considering whether or not to proceed with this 
proposal. 
 

Thanks for your comments. 
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