ECS11/2020

South Gloucestershire Council
DECISION REPORT BY THE DIRECTOR OF ENVIRONMENT AND COMMUNITY SERVICES
ACTING UNDER DELEGATED AUTHORITY
SUBJECT OF REPORT: TO CONSIDER OBJECTIONS TO THE PROPOSED WAITING
RESTRICTIONS IN FINCH ROAD, KINGFISHER ROAD AND HERON
WAY, DODINGTON, (DODINGTON WARD)
DATE:
Purpose of Report
1.
To consider objections and comments received following the statutory advertisement of
waiting restrictions in Finch Road, Kingfisher Road and Heron Way, Dodington
Policy
2.
The joint Local Transport Plan (2011-2026) sets out policies to deliver an affordable, low
carbon, accessible, integrated, efficient and reliable transport network to achieve a more
competitive economy and better connected, more active and healthy communities. The Joint Local
Transport Plan is based around five key transport goals.


Reduce carbon emissions



Support economic growth



Promote accessibility



Contribute to better safety, security and health



Improve quality of life and a healthy natural environment

Background
3.
A scheme was included in the 2019/20 – 2020/21 Local Transport Capital Programme –
SC06/2018 to introduce additional waiting restrictions in Finch Road, Kingfisher Road and Heron
Way, Dodington
The Issues
4.
Concerns have been raised by local residents, Dodington Parish Council, local members
and the MP
5.

The scheme engineer has worked with the local members in developing the proposals.

Consultation
6.
An initial public consultation on the proposals was undertaken from the 2nd of November
and 23rd of November 2018. The drawings showing the proposals on the online consultation were
viewed up to a total of 71 times. There were 20 individuals and organisations who completed the
questionnaire. As a result of the consultation, some minor amendments were made to the scheme
and a second consultation was undertaken. The second public consultation was undertaken
between 1st of March and 22nd of March 2019. The drawing showing the proposals on the online
consultation was viewed a total of 140 times. There were 41 individuals and organisations who
completed the questionnaire.
7. The advertised proposals consists of proposed waiting restrictions in: - Finch Road, Kingfisher
Road and Heron Way
Plans showing the extents of the existing and proposed waiting restrictions may be seen in
Appendix B.
8.

The proposals were advertised from 16th October – 9th November 2019

9.

Responses received are as follows:Received 7 supporting comments
Received 3 objections to the proposed waiting restrictions
Received 1 additional comments
The responses are summarised in Appendix A.

Options
10.

There are three options for how to proceed:



Implement the scheme as advertised
Amend the scheme
Abandon the scheme

Financial Implications (includes tax implications such as VAT)
11.
Implementing waiting restrictions in Finch Road, Kingfisher Road and Heron Way,
Dodington will cost an estimated £17,000. This includes the cost to implement and the necessary
signage. This can be met from the 2019/2020 budget allocated to cost centre VT845. Should the
scheme be abandoned then the remaining funding would be reallocated within the confines of the
grant conditions.
Alexis Garlick, Corporate Finance Manager.
 01454 865383.
Legal Implications
12.
In reaching a decision the committee must consider any responses received to the
consultation. Details of the outcome of the consultations and the officer response to them are
contained in this report. There are no other legal implications arising from this report.
Andrew Griffiths, Solicitor and Group Manager, Legal Team
 01454 863037.

Human Resources Implications
13.

There are no human resources implications arising from this report.

Gaynor Fisher, HR Business Partner - Environment and Community Services
 01454 868193.
Environmental Implications
14.
The proposed scheme aims to improve the local environment for residents in the affected
area. There may be some associated reduction in emissions from vehicles and therefore some
improvement in air quality in the immediate vicinity.
Lucy Rees, Senior Environmental Policy & Climate Change Officer
 01454 862224
EnvironmentalPolicy@southglos.gov.uk
Social Implications
15.
The consultation on the proposed changes has generated a number of responses which the
report seeks to address, providing a provide a balanced way forward. The proposed solution
should help provide improvements to the social environment in the target areas.
Mark Pullin, Strong, Safer Communities Manager
 01454 868480.
Economic Implications
16.

There are no direct economic implications arising from this report or the recommendation.

Ian Steele, Economic Developments Project Manager
 01454 868202
Equalities Considerations
17.
This proposal has potential positive implications for some protected characteristics in terms
of age and disability as these groups can be adversely affected by inconsiderate parking. Officers
consulted with local members about relaxing the proposed in order to address the concerns raised
by one of the objectors. However, the local members raised this with Parish Council and they
recommended the scheme to proceed as advertised.
Mark Shearman, Principal Engineer, Design & Operations Team, Streetcare
Privacy Impact Assessment
18.

There are no privacy issues.

Mark Shearman, Principal Engineer, Design & Operations Team, Streetcare
 01454 863601
Risks, Mitigations & Opportunities
19.

Implementation of the scheme should increase safety for vulnerable road users.

Other Implications
20.

There are no other significant implications for the council.

Local Members
21.
Following circulation of the report the local members, the following comment was received
after consulting with the local parish –
‘Members have been keen for a long time to see double yellow lines and restrictions along Heron
Way and entrances to Finch Road and Kingfisher Way to make it safer for drivers and pedestrians
alike particularly at school drop off and collection.
One thing that they couldn’t understand on this new proposal, was why the restriction on the single
yellow line was at school collection time. They felt school drop time off is just as bad. They also felt
that by allowing that area to be a single yellow line, it would still cause visibility issues for people
turning out of Kingfisher and buses trying to negotiate Heron Way.
They appreciate that this has been a lengthy consultation with several issues. As such they
concluded that they want to see double yellows on both sides of the road, as originally consulted
on.’
Conclusions
22.
Following the comments received following the advertisement of the proposals and
subsequent consultation with the local members, it is recommended to implement the scheme as
advertised.
Decision
1. That the proposed waiting restriction scheme in the Raysfield School area to be
implemented as advertised.
2. That the Head of Legal Governance and Democratic Services be authorised to seal the
Traffic Regulation Orders.
3. That the objectors are informed accordingly.

Decision of the Director of Environment and Community Services
I make the decision as recommended having been advised and taken account of all relevant
factors.
Signed:

Nigel Riglar
Director of Environment and Community Services
Date: 28 February 2020
Departmental Contact
Mark Shearman, Principal Engineer, Design & Operations Team, Streetcare
 01454 863601
Background Papers
Responses to the advertisement of traffic regulation orders
Statement of reasons
Feedback statement and summary of comments to consultation
Appendices
Appendix A – Summary of objections
Appendix B – Advertised drawings

APPENDIX A – STATUTORY OBJECTIONS
Objectors comments
Support 1
Members of Dodington Parish Council reviewed the
above consultation at a meeting of their Planning
Committee on 16th October 2019.

Officers comments
Thank you for your support.

Members have commented fully regarding these
waiting restrictions during the earlier stages of
consultation and as such won't repeat their comments.
Members do fully support these waiting restrictions and are keen to see them implemented as soon as
possible.
Support 2
I fully support the revised proposal with the waiting
restrictions extended further north along Heron Way.
This makes much more sense than the previous
proposed shorter length waiting restrictions and will
remove the parking that constricts the narrower part of
the road along the north of Heron Way.
Support 3
I wish to confirm that I am in favour of the scheme as it
stands and with no further amendments.
Support 4
I live on Kingfisher Road. I must respond to this
consultation as I feel very strongly about the subject
matter. My wife and I both travel for work and pull out
of Kingfisher Road onto Heron Way each day.
Whenever we pull out we are putting ourselves at risk,
because it is very difficult and sometimes impossible,
to see incoming vehicles from the left. My wife had a
close call recently where she pulled out believing it to
be safe, but it was not and a car fortunately avoided a
collision.
Please note, when pulling out of Kingfisher Road, my
view looks beyond the existing white keep clear
markings and to make this safe, double yellow lines
are needed at least as far as Tern Inn, a good 100m up
Heron Way, so that I can see vehicles approaching
clearly and in order to prevent accidents. At present,
cars park on Heron Way forcing cars into the opposing
carriageway and increasing the risk of collisions. With
cars potentially pulling out of Kingfisher Road without
100% visibility into a 40mph road, it is currently an
accident waiting to happen. At the moment, when I
turn right out of Kingfisher Road onto Heron Way, I
can't see if the path is clear from the left due to cars

Thank you for your support.

Thank you for your support.
Thank you for your support
The proposal goes beyond the existing
white keep clears.
The restrictions proposed stretch up to
the private car park on Heron Way.
If the vehicle/s in question are taxed,
insured and below 7.5 tonnes they
have legal right to park on the
highway, provided they are not
causing an obstruction.

parked legally on Heron Way. Each time I pull out, all I
can do is hope there is nothing coming from the left.
I fully support the Heron Way aspect of this
consultation and hope that it is actioned as proposed.
In relation to the Kingfisher Road aspect.. I want to
make you aware that there is a property on Kingfisher
Road (which I believe to be (removed for data
protection) on the plan), just back from the junction
(which I pass on my right as I approach Heron Way)
which appears to be operating a vehicle recovery
business. It parks it's recovery trucks on Kingfisher
Road (right by the junction, by (removed for data
protection)) and on Heron Way (right by the junction).
As it appears to operate using recovery trucks and
vans, there are always large vehicles parked at or
close to the junction which are difficult to navigate
around and see through. In fact, driving down
Kingfisher Road can be a bit like the dodgems, having
to weave left and right, in and out, just to reach Heron
Way, largely down to these vehicles which I believe are
associated with (removed for data protection). I think
there is sense in putting double yellow lines further
back along Kingfisher Road. I fear that, as things stand
on the proposal, these commercial vehicles will be
forced to congregate closer together on Kingfisher
Road, where they would be legally able to ((removed
for data protection)), which would make driving around
Kingfisher Road more of a problem. So, I believe the
proposal should solve Heron Way visibility issues, but
as it stands it could create a new congestion problem
further back into Kingfisher Road, unless something
can be done about these vehicles (is a residential
property allowed to operate and keep commercial
vehicles in a residential cul-de-sac?).
Support 5
Thank you for your support

Support 6
I support the proposal. In particular, the new parking
restrictions on Heron Way.
I live on Kingfisher Road and drive to work Mon – Thu
leaving at around 7am. I am therefore not impacted by
the school drop off parking, but my issue is the long
line of cars parked immediately to the left on Heron

Thank you for your support

Way as you get to the top of Kingfisher Road. It is not
possible to see oncoming traffic and is particularly bad
if you are turning right. I fear for the safety of cyclists
as well, they are even harder to see and can be
travelling at 20mph by that point. The new double
yellow lines would make this junction safer.
On occasional days off, I have witnessed the parking at
school drop off and pick up times. It seems dangerous
for parents and children to be crossing the roads with
cars blocking the views for both pedestrians and
drivers. I think this is the main concern because local
residents shouldn’t be using the roadside/ pavement
for parking anyway and should be using their drive/
garage. Removing the on-street parking altogether
therefore seems like a good solution.
Support 7
I totally agree with the proposed plans as to exit
Kingfisher Road at present is extremely dangerous as
cars are parked on both sides and visibility is nonexistent. I am surprised there haven’t been multiple
accidents. It is only a matter of time before there is a
serious accident at this junction. It is further
compounded during school hours as cars are
abandoned without any thought for residents trying to
get in and out of Kingfisher Road and Finch Road. No
parking along the whole of Heron Way to the Tern Inn
and in the entrances to Kingfisher and Finch Road is of
prime importance.
Objection 1
1. We have lived on Finch Road for over six years and
found that the vast majority of residents are
considerate of each other even though on-street
parking is inadequate because of social changes since
the 1960s.
2. We have also noted that the majority of parents
dropping off children are considerate and polite.
3. We have not be aware of any accidents or injuries
on Finch Road or Heron Way.
4. If some individuals are inconveniencing or
endangering others then they should be approached
directly.
5. If there is a high demand for on-street parking,
reducing its availability will only exacerbate the
problem, unless an alternative is provided.
5. In particular, removing parking from Heron Way will
put more pressure on parts of Finch Road, Mallard
Close and Kingfisher Road.
6. If there are problems at the "start and end of the
school day" then "at any time" restrictions are not
required and can only inconvenience residents and
visitors on Finch Road.
7. Extending the time of the waiting restrictions on
Heron Way can do nothing to improve safety during the
school drop-off times but can only inconvenience
residents and visitors.

Thank you for your support

The protection of the junctions are to
stop both residents and school traffic.
The proposals on Heron Way are to
remove the parking that causes
congestion and safety concerns.

Objection 2
I wish to object to the scheme on several grounds
which are listed below, following my objections I have
listed potential alternatives to the scheme as it stands
and look forward to hearing from you with regard to
why these options have been dismissed or not
considered. While I realise cost is a consideration,
completing an inadequate project that can be afforded
makes it no less inadequate.
Objection 1: I do not believe that the correct processes
with regard to the initial consultation for this project
were carried out. While I have received written
responses from the council stating that this
consultation was in order I have been provided with no
proof or evidence of this, and the fact that I received no
letter and no notice was posted near my house tells me
that this process was seriously flawed.
Objection 2: I do not believe that the consultation
response was ‘reflective of the local population and do
not consider it reflective. While I can understand the
frustrations of the people living next to the school
where people park inconsiderately, I believe too much
emphasis has been placed on these views and
insufficient account has been taken of the views of
residents who park safely on Heron Way (not near the
school) and who will be massively inconvenienced by
the proposed changes.
Objection 3: ‘ I believe the title of the original
consultation was misleading in that it talks about the
parking around the school, clearly this is spin to get
residents on side and to conceal the true intention of
creating a high speed rat run through from the Rodford
Way part of Yate through to the M4 Junction’.
Objection 4: ‘The proposal takes away certain rights
from my disabled father and leaves all those involved
in stripping him of those rights open to litigation. Firstly
the council had a duty of care to him under the Care
Act (2014) to help him remain in his own home for as
long as he can, as mentioned in my previous emails to
the council, the carers that visit him three times a day
park on Heron Way when they visit, your proposal
means they will not be able to do that without fear of
prosecution meaning they will have to park several
streets away (inconveniencing residents in those
streets) and walk to visit him, thereby reducing the
amount of time they have with him to ensure his
wellbeing and safety. This clearly demonstrates that
the council will be failing in its duty towards him.
Secondly as a person with advanced dementia my
father is classed as disabled and as a result is
protected by the Equalities Act (2010), this clearly
states that people covered by the act must be given
equality of opportunity to be part of everyday life, by
preventing his carers from parking near the house and
preventing the transport that comes to pick him up and

In the first consultation the main
response to ‘how did you hear about
this consultation’ was via consultation
notices posted. The second was
extension to initial proposal, which
affected properties were informed and
notices placed.
The proposals have been developed
with the parish council and local
residents.

There is no other scheme associated
with this scheme.

drop him off from parking near the house the council is
discriminating against him as a disabled person. Finally
under the European Convention on Human Rights my
father has an “equal right to live in his community”
(article 19) and the right to “Equal recognition in law”
(article 12), by introducing these double yellow lines to
the extent you are proposing you will be denying him
his right to live in his community as it will necessitate a
move to a nursing home (increasing the councils spend
on his care considerably) and will also be treating him
as a lesser being by denying him the rights he has
under law. We moved to this house specifically
because we knew his health was deteriorating and
because we wanted to take care of him. Being able to
park outside of the house is integral to that and by
putting in the double yellow lines you will be stripping
him of his rights, and us of our desire to care for him
for the few years he has left.’
Objection 5: ‘Contrary to what people may think the
double yellow lines will not stop people dropping off or
picking up their children from the school. In the first
response to the consultation the council made it clear
that people are still able to drop off and pick up on
double yellow lines, therefore the only people truly
affected and penalised by your scheme are local
residents. And lets be honest people who already park
on the double yellow lines and zig zag lines outside the
school will continue to do so no matter what changes
you make.
Objection 6: we have lived at this property for 7 years
and have parked on Heron Way all this time without
incident, as mentioned previously this weighed heavily
in our decision to live at the property. The council is
proposing to take away our right parking on the
residential street outside our home without offering us
any form of reasonable alternative or compensation for
the inevitable inconvenience they cause.
Objection 7: Having looked at the arrangements
around other schools in the area there is no other
school with such extensive and draconian parking
restrictions and therefore the proposed scheme flies in
the face of established precedent. The only reason I
can see for such an extensive scheme is to create a rat
run through to the route to the M4 from the Shire Way
end of town reducing the pressure on the main
Yate/Tesco roundabout. I my view the council should
be looking to introduce traffic calming schemes (that
have been introduced around other schools) rather
than running high speed traffic past an infant school.
Objection 8: I do not believe tests have been
completed to evaluate the environmental impact of
parents sat in their cars with the engine running while
waiting for children to come out of school, should this
not be investigated before such a scheme is
implemented?

Vehicles are allowed to pick up and
drop off on double yellow lines.

Parking services will enforce the
restrictions.

Waiting restrictions will stop vehicles
waiting with their engines running,
reducing the environmental impact.

Objection 9: the proposed scheme will not solve the
problem of people parking inconsiderately, it will just
move it along the road as parents will park the other
side of Robin Way and the Tern car park and walk
through to the side gate of the school to collect their
children, thereby causing the same disruption but for
slightly longer at the beginning and end of the day.
As previously stated I would like to know why the
following alternative arrangements have been
dismissed or not considered:
1.
I would suggest that resident parking on Heron
ay actually provides traffic calming and that if removed
will mean that traffic will travel at high speeds along the
road. The council should introduce a calming scheme,
reduce the speed along Heron Way from 40 to 20 mph
and allow residents to continue to park on the road.
2.
The road could be widened and either wider
carriageways or parking bays could be introduced.
3.
Residents could be allowed to create driveways
at the front of their properties thereby stopping the
problem with parking (on speaking to neighbours who
have asked to do this they have been told that
permission would be denied).
4.
The double yellow lines could be introduced just
on the school side of Heron Way, thereby allowing
residents to park on one side and leaving enough room
for cars to pass easily.
5.
Double yellow lines could be extended from the
corners of turnings to improve visibility without
impacting on residential parking.
6.
The council could introduce a residents parking
scheme thereby reducing the ability of large
commercial vehicles to park on Heron Way without
penalising and alienating residents. I for one would be
willing to pay a reasonable annual fee to maintain the
right to park outside my own home.
Objection 3
1. We have lived on Finch Road for over six years and
found that the vast majority of residents are
considerate of each other even though on-street
parking is inadequate because of social changes since
the 1960s.
2. We have also noted that the majority of parents
dropping off children are considerate and polite.
3. We have not be aware of any accidents or injuries
on Finch Road or Heron Way.
4. If some individuals are inconveniencing or
endangering others then they should be approached
directly.
5. If there is a high demand for on-street parking,
reducing its availability will only exacerbate the
problem, unless an alternative is provided.
5. In particular, removing parking from Heron Way will
put more pressure on parts of Finch Road, Mallard
Close and Kingfisher Road.

There are no proposals or budget for
traffic calming for a 20mph.

Widening the road is beyond the
budget and remit of this scheme.
To install driveways along Heron Way
would mean disruption of the public
footway and most properties have
access to their property via Kingfisher
Road or Finch Road.

The area would not meet the current
criteria for a resident parking scheme.
If the large vehicles in question are
taxed, insured and below 7.5 tonnes
they have legal right to park on the
highway, provided they are not
causing an obstruction.

The proposals have come about as a
result of requests made by residents,
the Parish Council, Local Members
and the MP.

6. If there are problems at the "start and end of the
school day" then "at any time" restrictions are not
required and can only inconvenience residents and
visitors on Finch Road.
7. Extending the time of the waiting restrictions on
Heron Way can do nothing to improve safety during the
school drop-off times but can only inconvenience
residents and visitors.
Comment 1
This appears to be very similar to the last consultation
after which nothing changed.
I am pleased to see that the yellow lines currently
immediately outside my house are to be revised
meaning we will have room for one small car outside
our property. I support and welcome this change
completely.
The current lines have caused us considerable
problems, having lived here for 22 years we were
suddenly unable to park outside our own property. This
has led to falling out with neighbours etc. All this as a
result of selfish parents dropping or collecting their
children from the local school who take absolutely no
notice of the lines and park all over them. I have sent
many photos to the school proving this which happens
on a daily basis for about 30 mins per day. The
residents have to live with the lines 24 hours a day.
I also welcome the extension of the yellow lines along
Heron Way around the road junctions as this has now
become a major problem.
I do not agree with turning the zig zag lines in 24 hours
7 days a week as there is no need for this. They work
well during school hours and outside of that time
parking here was not a problem. You have to
remember that visitors to residents have to be able to
park somewhere. Elderly neighbours especially will
suffer if people cannot park to visit them.
Overall the proposal is good

Thank you for your support.
Associated obstructive parking is
causing access and visibility difficulties
for local residents, even at the
entrance to the school. In particular,
concerns have been raised about
vehicles parking on the zig-zag
opposite the school outside of school
times, blocking visibility for driver’s
manoeuvring around the bend in Finch
Road and for those emerging from
side roads.

Appendix B

