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Church Farm Rd, Johnson Rd – Emersons Green 

Replacement of Priority Narrowings with Raised Tables 

Consultation Feedback Report 

 
Purpose of the Report  

 
The purpose of this report is to feedback the results from the recent consultation on the proposed 
replacement of the priority narrowing’s with speed tables along Church Farm Road and Johnson Road, 
Emersons Green. 

 

Background 

  
Funding has been made available to replace the priority narrowings on Church Farm Road and Johnson 
Road with speed tables. 
 
Priority narrowings are difficult for buses to navigate and can create conflict between drivers, with some 
drivers speeding through the narrowings to get through them before the opposing vehicle reaches the 
narrowing. 
 
The brick paving in some of the narrowings is failing and needs replacing, so now is an opportune time to 
replace them. 
 

Purpose of Scheme 

 
To make it easier for buses to travel along Church Farm Rd, Johnson Rd and to reduce conflict between 
drivers at the priority narrowings. 
 
To replace faulty brick paving in some of the narrowings. 
 

Proposed Scheme 

 
To replace 3 priority narrowings on Church Farm Road and 2 priority narrowings on Johnson Road with 
kerb to kerb speed tables. 

 

Drawing Reference 

 
Outline details of the scheme are shown on drawings T309-049-001 and T309-049-002. 

 

Consultation 

 
Consultation took place between the 12th February and 4th March 2020. Details of the proposals including 
a plan and statement of reasons were posted on the South Gloucestershire website. The Council sent 
letters advising of the consultation to all properties affected by the proposals. In addition, notices were 
posted and maintained in the area for the 3 week consultation period. Local members, the Parish 
Council, and emergency services, amongst other statutory stakeholders were invited by email to view the 
consultation.  
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Feedback from the Consultation 

 
The online consultation pictures drawing was viewed a total of 191 times. There were 30 individuals and 
organisations that responded to the consultation via the questionnaire and 2 other responses received by 
email. 
 
The respondents were asked to fill out a questionnaire. Figures 1 to 6 show the results of the 
questionnaire. 
 

 
Figure 1 

 

 
Figure 2 
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Figure 3 

 

 

 
Figure 4 
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Figure 5 

 

 

 
Figure 6 
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The comments received as part of the consultation have now been reviewed.  The comments/concerns  
received via the online questionnaire are in appendix A, all other comments received are in appendix B.  

 

Future Programme 

 
In light of the responses received at consultation, all the proposals with the exception of Table 3 will be 
forwarded to the Councils Legal Team for formal advertisement. Concerns were raised regarding the 
visibility of crossing pedestrians and cyclists at Table 3 if the narrowings are removed therefore we have 
decided not to proceed with Table 3 (with the exception of any necessary maintenance works).  

 
Depending on comments made at the public advertisement stage, it is anticipated that the proposals will 
be implemented in Autumn/Winter 2020.  
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Appendix A 

 

Comments received at Consultation via the online 

questionnaire 

Officer’s response 

Extension of double yellow lines on CFR & JR to prevent 
issues with parking on corners that commuters and bus 
traffic are constantly coming face to face causing issues 
and congestion.    

Thanks for your comments. Installing/extending 
waiting restrictions is beyond the remit of the 
scheme and typically requires a lengthy process 
including multiple consultations and legal 
advertisement. Any new restrictions would have to 
be considered as part of a new waiting restriction 
review in the area. 

Could the 20mph limit be shown at intervals to remind 
drivers not to speed on the Estate. This especially relevant 
where the footpath to Emersons Green Park crosses 
Church Farm Road. 

Thanks for your comments. The 20mph zone is 
currently signed as per regulations. 

Can you add a pedestrian crossing on Table 3, so that 
pedestrians (especially children) using the path between 
the Park and the rest of the estate have protected priority? 
With the ones on Church Farm Road, the visibility is quite 
low as there are bends (visibility is easier a night when you 
have headlamps) and often parked cars/ obstructions that 
restrict mobility (there was one day when there were 3 
removal trailers parked overnight on Table 1 at the 
Emersons Way end of Church Farm Road)   

Thanks for your comments. We will not be 
proceeding with our proposals for Table 3. 

These proposals will be an improvement to the areas 
highlighted and remove sources of dispute by drivers 
whilst providing the required speed restrictions. It will allow 
traffic to flow smoother too.   

Thanks for your comments. 

   There are 2 other places on Johnson Road that, while 
not currently priority narrowings, cause issues for buses 
and other drivers due to limited visibility. These also pose 
a minor danger to cyclists and pedestrians - mostly due to 
parked cars regularly restricting visibility to cross the road 
safely. 
 
1) Johnson Road, at the junction with Wheelers Patch 
2) Johnson Road, the corner near the junction Hallen 
Close 
 
Additional speed tables would not help in these cases, but 
some other restrictions would be sensible to make the 
corners safe for all users.   

Thanks for your comments. Further proposals are 
beyond the budget of the scheme.  
 
For further proposals to be considered, there would 
need to be a funded scheme in the Council’s Capital 
Programme. Anyone wishing to submit a request for 
the Council to further investigate this may wish to 
view the following page from the SGC public website 
that explains the prioritisation process for highway 
schemes and the way in which all requests and 
suggestions for measures are compared and 
evaluated: 
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/transport-and-
streets/streets/road-safety-traffic-
schemes/localtransport-priority-list/ 
 

It's about time these road restrictions were removed 
because they can be dangerous with some drivers rushing 
to go around them against oncoming traffic. Most of them 
are situated on or near bends with restricted visibilty with 
no way of knowing what is coming in the other direction 'till 
it's nearly too late, forcing drivers from one or other 
direction to break sharpley. I think that the removal of 
these obstacles on Emersons Way is a success even if I 
disagree that speed tables are required at all, as there are 
so many bends on these roads that speed is not an issue. 
I would like these restrictions removed over the whole of 
Emersons Green, especially on Guest Avenue, where 
none of the residents want them. I applaud the removal of 

Thanks for your comments. 
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brick paviours on roads, they cause noise for residents 
and need constant repair or replacement which is rarely 
done quickly if at all.   

I would prefer speedbumps to the road narrowings. The 
narrow sections encourage bad drivers to speed and push 
their way through   

Thanks for your comments. 

This will improve visibility for drivers and prevent so many 
near misses for both vehicles and pedestrians. Please can 
clear markings be painted to ensure cars don’t park near 
the raised tables. 

Thanks for your comments. We do not install new 
white keep clear markings anymore. The majority of 
tables already have double yellow lines in close 
proximity which will limit parking. 

I strongly object to speed tables. Even if you drive over 
them at 20mph they damage your vehicle. I also have 
back problems which are aggravated by the tables. I know 
your answer is that the experts say they cause no damage 
etc. If this is the case why have speed humps/tables been 
altered over the years.   

Thanks for your comments.  

I support the proposal. Road narrowing speed restrictions 
are not as good as full-width speed humps, particularly as 
if you have a clear run at them you can position your car in 
a way that means you don't have to slow down - thus 
defeating the object. 
Also, more specifcally, two of the road narrowings on 
Court Farm Road are very badly designed. On both of 
them it is difficut to see if anyone is coming the other way 
(due to hedges etc) until you are almost right on the 
narrow part - this means you have to either force your way 
through or do a very fast brake and/or swerve to allow the 
car wit/h right-of-way to come through. Full width speed 
humps would overcome this problem.   

Thanks for your comments. 

If busses are to be re-routed while this work takes place 
the council needs to be aware of the high volume of 
parked cars on the estate. Not all of these cars are owned 
by residents. 
Also, the higher than average presence of removal vans 
around the areas of table 1 & 2 it may be prudent to 
consult with the MOD to avoid vans at the same time as 
the works being carried out.   

Thanks for your comments. 
 
The tables will be installed one at a time so access 
to all properties will still be available. 

Whilst I agree with the majority of this proposal I do not 
agree with the proposed table 3. This is located at the 
point where a well used footpath crosses Church Farm 
Road. The narrowing of the road at this point allows 
pedestrians to be easily seen by motorists seen as the 
pedestrians stand at the edge of the road waiting to cross. 
The narrowing of the road also allow pedestrians a much 
better view of the road to their left and right. This is 
particularly important for people with disabilities, hearing 
impairments and visual impairments and reduces the risks 
posed to them when crossing roads. Also the shorter 
distance to cross the road will mean people with impaired 
mobility can cross the road quicker and reduce the risk to 
them. This is particularly significant for those stood on the 
southern side of Church Farm Road as there is a tight 
bend to the west reducing sight lines, the narrowing of the 
road allows pedestrians to position themselves further 
forward and get a better view of oncoming traffic from the 
west and oncoming traffic to get a better view of them. 
The narrowing of the road and tight bend here is also does 

Thanks for your comments. We will not be 
proceeding with our proposals for Table 3. 
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slow oncoming traffic and reduce the risk to pedestrians. 

I would add an additional supporting note for the purpose 
of scheme is that it will also reduce the risk of road traffic 
accidents as at most of the existing priority narrowings, 
drivers do not have a clear view of oncoming traffic as the 
narrowings are located on bends.   

Thanks for your comments. 

I am extremely grateful that the council is allowing local 
residents the opportunity to have a say on the proposal to 
replace 3 priority narrowings on Church Farm Road and 2 
priority narrowings on Johnson Road with kerb to kerb 
speed tables. 
 
I currently live opposite the narrowing "Table 5", I must 
say that too often this doesn't cause traffic to slow down 
but instead speed up to get through. Often the speed limit 
is never obeyed and can cause issues when pulling into or 
out of my drive. 
 
Very few vehicles respect the speed limit and too often 
you can hear and see vehicles traveling past blatantly 
breaking the speed limit. What frightens me even more, is 
when the yellow school bus and national express coach 
speeds past, incredible close to the pavement edge 
because the road is too narrow. 
 
This is a major issue when children are walking on the 
pavement and double decker busses speed by which can 
be incredibly dangerous. 
 
Originally I thought that the narrowings will be removed 
and replaced with nothing, however as long as another 
speed limiting measure is implemented and in this case 
kerb to kerb speed tables then I support this scheme. I 
look forward to seeing a kerb to kerb speed table at "Table 
5". 
 
Another issue to address is that these roads were never 
built to support the volume of traffic passing through these 
streets as it was always intended to be a residential area. 
Therefore on this note, how it was ever allowed that 
busses and especially double-decker buses were ever 
allowed to pass through these streets was irresponsible 
from a safety perspective. Also not to mention the amount 
of pollution some of these vehicles are emitting into a 
dense residential area where many children live, must and 
needs to be addressed by the council.    

Thanks for your comments. The provision of public 
transport in the area is necessary and likely reduces 
overall pollution due to a reduction in other vehicles 
using the road. 

The current narrowings slow traffic very effectively. Buses 
already travel too fast and drive very aggressively as do 
other cars on the rest of Johnson Road and these are the 
only areas where things slow down. I have never 
encountered issues with other drivers. I have mini tables 
outside my house (two small raised humps) and they DO 
NOT slow traffic at all - it is parked cars that have that 
effect. Other measures should be taken - speed lights 
(that say the speed you are going), more signage of 
20mph throughout, stopping stupid parking (only 
occasional) rather than spend the money on changing the 
narrowings. There is no picture/design for the table ramps 

Thanks for your comments. Speed tables are used 
across South Gloucestershire and have proven to be 
very effective in reducing traffic speeds. 
 
The issues with priority narrowing’s, especially on 
bus routes are widely reported across South 
Gloucestershire. Many of the priority narrowings and 
block paving areas along Church Farm Road and 
Johnson Road will need to be replaced soon due to 
their deteriorating condition, therefore replacing 
them with speed tables now instead of with new 
narrowings makes financial sense. 
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- I presume large raised areas the width of the whole road. 
This change would accept poor and aggressive driving - 
and woudl overall incresae speed on our narrow and windy 
roads. Once again the consultation does not provide any 
actual evidence of the issue or any other alternative 
options - this really is not demonstration of good 
governance, value for money or evidence based decision 
making.   

 
Vehicle activated signs would not solve the issues 
the scheme is trying to address. They also wouldn’t 
pass the strict eligibility criteria for installation. 

Its about time. The speed restrictions on church farm are 
so dangerous. Who thought it would be a good idea to put 
it there on a bend and incline?   

Thanks for your comments. 

It would be beneficial if table 2 could also be a pedestrian 
crossing as the road intersects footpath leading to 
Emersons Green park and is therefore a key crossing 
point for pedestrians in Emersons Green. This would be a 
great safety improvement and suggest it could be done at 
the same time as the proposed works.   

Thanks for your comments. We will be installing an 
informal crossing point at table 2 with tactile paving 
and dropped kerbs 

am a resident of Johnson Road and do acknowledge that 
movement of vehicles along Johnson Road / Church Farm 
Road can be a challenge.I however fear that this is not the 
solution for the following reasons: 
 
1) Many of the buses that move down the road are too 
large for the road, although the buses are a necessary 
services they are often virtually empty - have smaller (& 
cleaner) buses been considered? 
 
2) The roads were clearly never designed with the free 
flow of such large vehicles in mind - it is narrow with sharp 
bends etc. Personally, I find the tight bends in Johnson 
Road (nr Hallen Close and Wheelers Patch more of a 
hindrance than the narrowings on Johnson Road - there is 
visibly scope to widen the aforementioned bend a little!) 
 
3) Parking on the estate is just about sufficient on the 
majority of occasions but often overflows to the areas 
either side of the priority narrowings at peak times. This is 
particularly true at the proposed ‘Table 4’ from my 
experience - free flow of traffic will still therefore not be a 
given. 
 
4) The priority narrowings afford a degree of protection for 
parked vehicles in the road by forcing traffic to slow down 
and take a wider berth - the proposed ramps would not do 
this and would reduce on street parking. 
 
5) I would expect the cost of maintaining the speed tables 
to be higher as the pot holes generated by the traffic that 
are often seen on the down ramps of such calming 
measures will require regular repair - might they also 
generate more road noise for neighbouring properties? 
 
For info, although not part of this consultation I feel that 
the priority narrowing on Cossham St / Pomphrey Hill nr 
Cleve RFC offers little benefit and could be replaced with 
an alternative solution such as speed tables. 
 
Regards, 

Thanks for your comments.  
 
The type of bus used is decided by the operator 
(Stagecoach).  
 
Speed tables are effective at reducing traffic speeds. 
They will not reduce the level of on street parking 
available (most of the proposed locations already 
have double yellow lines preventing parking). There 
is no evidence of traffic calming creating a 
maintenance liability from vehicles coming off the 
ramps. 
 
For further proposals to be considered, there would 
need to be a funded scheme in the Council’s Capital 
Programme. Anyone wishing to submit a request for 
the Council to further investigate this may wish to 
view the following page from the SGC public website 
that explains the prioritisation process for highway 
schemes and the way in which all requests and 
suggestions for measures are compared and 
evaluated: 
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/transport-and-
streets/streets/road-safety-traffic-
schemes/localtransport-priority-list/ 
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Please consider installing the new tables during periods of 
low use of the roads, e.g. weekends, and working on all 
sites simultaneously, so as to keep the duration of the 
disruption to a minimum.   

Thanks for your comments. We typically install 1 
feature at a time so access can be maintained to 
properties at all times during the road closure. 
Disruption caused by the required road closure will 
be considered when planning the works. 

The existing traffic calming measures seem adequate. I 
have not noticed anyone speeding up to get through the 
gates first. Generally drivers are courteous and follow the 
priority signs correctly. The current gate system means 
that the drivers with priority slow down to negotiate the 
gate and the non priority drivers are stationary until the 
gate is clear, this makes life easier and safer for any 
pedestrians attempting to cross the roads and as the 
tables are generally at popular crossing points i.e at road 
junctions and lane access/exit points, they are well used 
as a safe place to cross. Drivers often treat the gates as 
pedestrian crossing points and give priority to pedestrians 
waiting to cross. Large raised tables are likely to have an 
adverse effect on driver speeds and increase the number 
of cars using the road. 
I have issues with Court Farm Road in particular that 
would benefit from any available council money, not least 
the lack of any sensible crossing at the junction of Old 
Lane where the cut through pedestrian lane from 
Mangotsfield primary school exits/enters opposite it, 
crossing Court Farm Road close to a bend and with cars 
travelling downhill at speed. This section of road is an 
accident waiting to happen as It is a very busy crossing 
point for small school children who are often on 
scooters/bikes, with parents/guardians usually managing 
more than one child, the lack of any clearly defined 
crossing point (one very small sign is on a post) does not 
encourage cars to stop or even slow down. Children, 
therefore, head straight out of the chicane gate barriers of 
the lane without realising the danger. There are no 
barriers at all on the Old Lane side. A new raised table or 
Zebra crossing would be an ideal solution to this.  
There is also a very poor section of road surface at the 
junction of Becks Close, Baynton Meadow and Court Farm 
Road (close to table 2 diagram/gate) which needs 
attention as the block paving is breaking up and subsiding 
badly around a drain cover. 
Any further spare funds would be well used cutting back 
branches etc that are encroaching on the pedestrian lane 
pathways/grass and to sort out the quagmire path worn in 
the grass on the piece of public grass behind Home Field 
Close and Emersons Green Lane. 

Thanks for your comments. 
 
For further proposals to be considered, there would 
need to be a funded scheme in the Council’s Capital 
Programme. Anyone wishing to submit a request for 
the Council to further investigate this may wish to 
view the following page from the SGC public website 
that explains the prioritisation process for highway 
schemes and the way in which all requests and 
suggestions for measures are compared and 
evaluated: 
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/transport-and-
streets/streets/road-safety-traffic-
schemes/localtransport-priority-list/ 
 

WRT to table 3 a marked Zebra crossing, with shielded 
Belisha beacons to not disturb local housing at night, and 
appropriate signage should be provided. 
A large number of vehicles travel down Church Farm 
Road, towards Emerson way at excessive speed, as there 
are no calming measure between Johnson Road to Table 
#3. 
Removing the width restriction may lead to more 
excessive speed driving with drivers now knowing hey will 
not meet oncoming traffic, without giving thought to any 
cyclist/pedestrian crossing the road towards the park 

Thanks for your comments. We will not be 
proceeding with our proposals for Table 3. 
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where they are not visible to road users approaching until 
the car is virtually at the crossing point. 
Cars approaching from Johnson road are also invisible to 
those pedestrians coming down the road as they cannot 
see anything coming from what equates to behind them. 
 
WRT to tables 2 and 3, if the decision is made to maintain 
the width restriction, consideration should be given to 
reversing the prioritisation. 
- The current setup results in a prioritisation bottle-neck 
where you are trapping vehicles between tables 2 & 3. 
Reversing the prioritisation would remove this bottleneck. 
- people approaching Table 2 from Table 3 cannot get 
clear visibility of vehicles that have passed Table 1 due to 
the way the road bends, and only get visibility as they are 
maneuvering around, or relying on reflections in the front 
windows of the houses. Vehicle approaching from Table 1, 
have often done so unimpeded and sometimes in excess 
of the speed limit, directly from the faster ring-road and 
Emersons Way, leaving very little time to react for the 
driver. 
-Drivers approaching Table 3 from Table 2 do not have 
clear view around the bend towards Johnson rod, yet 
instructed to yield over vehicles that have a long approach, 
without speed controls inplace to counter excessive speed 
being reached by opposing traffic.   
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Appendix B 

 

Comments received at Consultation via Email Officer’s response 
[Avon and Somerset Police] 
 
Thank you for the email and invitation to respond to online 
consultation regarding the proposed speed tables in 
Church Farm Road / Johnson Road, Emersons Green.  
 
I understand from the Statement of Reasons that “Funding 
has been made available to replace the priority narrowings 
on Church Farm Road and Johnson Road with speed 
tables. Priority narrowings are difficult for buses to 
navigate and can create conflict between drivers, with 
some drivers speeding through the narrowings to get 
through them before the opposing vehicle reaches the 
narrowing. 
 
Purpose of Scheme 
To make it easier for buses to travel along Church Farm 
Rd, Johnson Rd and to reduce conflict between drivers at 
the priority narrowings. 
 
Proposed Scheme 
To replace 3 priority narrowings on Church Farm Road 
and 2 priority narrowings on Johnson Road with kerb to 
kerb speed tables. 
 
Drawing Reference 
Outline details of the scheme are shown on drawings 
T309-049-001 and T309-049-002.” (drawings attached) 
 
The proposals should meet the aspirations of the 
Statement of Reasons. I note that the location is currently 
subject to waiting restrictions and the drawings show 
these as being reinstalled across the speed tables once 
complete. 
 

Thanks for your comments. 

With reference to the proposed changes to traffic calming 
on Church Farm Road: 
 
1) What are the proposed plans for bus services while the 
work takes place? 
 
2) What are the plans to divert traffic while the work takes 
place? 
 
3) What provision will be made for residents to access 
their properties while the work is taking place?  We live at 
[redacted] Church Farm Road and table [redacted] is 
directly outside of our house. 
 
4) Will the double yellow lines on Church Farm Road be 
removed to ease residential parking issues, at least on 
one side of the road? 
 
5) Will the owners of the military properties in the area be 

Thanks for your comments. Whilst the road closure 
is in place, bus services will be diverted. Notices will 
be placed at the affected bus stops with information 
of alternative arrangements. Access to properties 
will be maintained, the road closures will only be in 
place for the length of the narrowings. There will be 
minimal effect on the availability of parking in the 
area from the road closures. 
 
There are a number of diversion routes which 
residents will be able to use during the road closures 
including Bishop Road, Baynton Meadow, Church 
Farm Road and Guest Avenue, Homeground, 
Church Farm Road. 
 
There will be no changes made to waiting 
restrictions in the area as part of this scheme. 
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consulted regarding bus route diversions?  There are time 
of the year with a high turnover of properties and several 
removals vans can be in the area on any given day over 
several weeks. 
 
6) Has consideration been given to the high number of 
parked cars in the area when planning the work? There is 
nowhere else for these cars to go unless permission can 
be obtained for the retail park to be used for the duration 
of the work. 
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