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South Gloucestershire Council 
 
DECISION REPORT BY THE DIRECTOR OF ENVIRONMENT AND COMMUNITY SERVICES 
ACTING UNDER DELEGATED AUTHORITY 
 
 
SUBJECT OF REPORT:  TO CONSIDER OBJECTIONS TO THE PROPOSED ZEBRA 

CROSSING IN WOTTON ROAD, CHARFIELD (CHARFIELD WARD) 
 
DATE: 11 January 2021 
 
 
Purpose of Report 
 

1. To consider objections received following the statutory advertisement of the proposed 
Zebra pedestrian crossing in Wotton Road, Charfield. 

 
Policy 
 

2. The joint Local Transport Plan (2011-2026) sets out policies to deliver an affordable, low 
carbon, accessible, integrated, efficient and reliable transport network to achieve a more 
competitive economy and better connected, more active and healthy communities. The 
Joint Local Transport Plan is based around five key transport goals. 

 

 Reduce carbon emissions 

 Support economic growth 

 Promote accessibility 

 Contribute to better safety, security and health 

 Improve quality of life and a healthy natural environment 

 
Background 
 

3. In December 2016 Barratt Homes submitted an outline planning application for construction 
of 121 residential properties and a retail unit on land north of Wotton Road in Charfield 
adjacent to the railway line.  Planning permission was refused in July 2017 and one of the 
reasons for refusal was lack of a footway for pedestrians on the north side of Wotton Road 
connecting with the footway outside the Bellway development at Falcon Road. 

 
4. Subsequently the developer submitted an appeal against the refusal to the Planning 

Inspectorate and the Inspector subsequently allowed the appeal and approved the 
application in July 2018.  In her decision the inspector dismissed the requirement for a 
footway on the northern side of Wotton Road contending that it was acceptable for 
pedestrians to have to cross the road twice when accessing the school from the new 
development. 
 

5. A section 106 agreement was signed in July 2018 which requires the developer to create 
an at grade pedestrian crossing with a central traffic island together with the relevant traffic 
orders thereto. 
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The Issues 
 

6. The Council’s planning and highways officers concluded at an early stage that the lack of 
footway on the northern side of Wotton Road and thus the requirement for a ‘double’ 
crossing of the road to gain access to the school was extremely bad practice and raised the 
risk of accident and injury.  It is extremely disappointing that the planning inspector failed to 
recognise this and allowed the granting of the planning permission without the northern 
footway being a requirement. 
 

7. The lack of footway on the northern side of Wotton Road makes the installation of a 
controlled pedestrian crossing a necessity and therefore a Zebra Crossing notice was 
required.   
 
 

Consultation – 
 

8. The Zebra Crossing Notice was advertised in the local press on 3 June 2020 with an 
objection period ending on 29 June 2020. 
 

9. Notices were posted on site and the local member, Charfield Parish Council and local 
residents and businesses were notified of the proposals.   
 

10. During the objection period, three objections were received and two comments were 
received including one from Charfield Parish Council.  One response supporting the 
proposal was also received.  Avon & Somerset Constabulary also made comments that 
neither supported nor opposed the installation of the crossing. 

 
11. All the objectors make similar reasons for objection.  Firstly that of light pollution from the 

new crossing.  Any new crossing facility has to be clearly visible to drivers, therefore a 
certain amount of light pollution has to be expected.  However, the nuisance caused to the 
residents by the flashing ‘belisha beacons’ needs to be mitigated as far as possible.  
Highway officers will liaise with the developers to ensure this light pollution is minimised as 
far as possible. 
 

12. The second point raised by the objector is that the crossing is superfluous and a footway 
should have been constructed on the northern side of Wotton Road.  As outlined in the 
sections above this was a requirement of South Gloucestershire Council’s officers but was 
overruled by the Planning Inspector.  Additional comments from the objectors have asked 
why the crossing was not signalled controlled like others on Wotton Road in Charfield or 
uncontrolled as the usage was likely to be fairly low.  The answer is that the proposal for a 
zebra type crossing was in the documents approved on appeal and contained in the section 
106 agreement. 
 

13. Finally the objectors have asked why the crossing has already been installed.  This was 
done unilaterally by the developer and they have been made aware that if the zebra 
crossing notice is not approved the crossing will have to be removed at their expense.  It 
should be noted that the notice ‘TRO’ authorises the installation of the zig-zag markings 
only which have not as yet been installed. 
 

14. The summary of the objection and comments are shown in the attached Appendix A. 
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Options 
 

15. There are three options for how to proceed:- 
 

 Implement the zebra crossing as advertised (with the mitigation measures for light 
pollution). 

 Abandon the proposal for the zebra crossing. 

 Amend the design to an uncontrolled crossing. 
 
Financial Implications (includes tax implications such as VAT) 
 

16. Implementing the proposed zebra crossing will be executed and funded by the developer at 
no cost to the Council. 

 
James Bidwell, Corporate Finance Manager 
 01454 863510 
 
Legal Implications 
 

17. In reaching a decision the Director is required to consider the responses received to the 
consultation. Details of the outcome of the consultations and the officer response to them 
are contained in this report. There are no other immediate legal implications arising from 
this decision. 
 

Andrew Griffiths, Solicitor and Group Manager, Legal Team 
 01454 863037. 
 
Human Resources Implications 
 

18. There are no human resources implications arising from this report. 
 
Gaynor Fisher, HR Business Partner – Environment and Community Services  
 01454 868193. 
 
Climate Emergency and Environmental Implications 
 

19.   The crossing should encourage more pedestrian trips and discourage motor vehicle usage 
in the new development thus having a minor benefit to the environment through reduced 
emissions and encouraging walking in the area. 

 
Lucy Rees, Senior Environmental Policy & Climate Change Officer 
 01454 862224 
 
Social Implications 
 

20. .  The introduction of the Zebra Crossing should improve the safety of road users in the 
area and therefore have a positive effect on the local community. 

 
Robert Walsh, Head of Safe Strong Communities 
 01454 865818. 
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Economic Implications 
 

21.  There are no economic implications arising from this report. 
 

Antony Merritt, Strategic Economic Developments Manager  
 01454 863645. 
 
Equalities Consideration 
 

22.  The introduction of the crossing will provide a safer route for young, elderly, infirm, visually 
impaired and disabled people to cross Wotton Road. 

  
Mark Shearman, Principal Engineer, Design & Operations Team, Streetcare 
 01454 863601 
 
Privacy Impact Assessment 
 

23. There are no privacy issues. 
 
Mark Shearman, Principal Engineer, Design & Operations Team, Streetcare 
 01454 863601 
 
Risks, Mitigations & Opportunities 
 

24. As mentioned above mitigation measures should help reduce the amount of light pollution 
caused by the new crossing.  If the zebra crossing is supplanted by an uncontrolled 
crossing then the road safety risk to pedestrians is increased. 
 

Other Implications 
 

25. There are no other implications. 
 
Councillor Comments (Cllr John O’Neill) 
 

26. Once again we find Charfield being the victim of a poor decision of the Planning 
Inspectorate with a planning inspector displaying a lack of vision and common sense. This 
is a development that should never been permitted, the local planning authority defended 
the appeal on prematurity of the JSP when the development was actually unsustainable, 
my comments on record at the public inquiry on school capacity were considered relevant 
but inadmissible as they were not supported by the local education authority. This does 
solve the problem of children having to cross the road twice from this development as 
Charfield primary school is at capacity breaching class sizes and turning families away on 
an almost weekly basis, children from this development are unlikely to be accommodated at 
Charfield primary school.  This now means that children from Charfield are being placed at 
schools in Tortworth, Cromhall and Wotton under Edge further increasing carbon emissions 
in Charfield. 
 

27. The residents make reasonable and powerful objections to this zebra crossing that has 
been condensed into the narrowest part of the Wotton Road creating a cramped and 
contrived impression for drivers and poor lighting and aesthetic qualities for residents. The 
failure to place a footway on the north side of the road also disadvantaged the residents of 
the adjacent Bellway estate who will need to walk up to the school to use the crossing and 
then down Wotton Road to access the zebra crossing to use the café, retail area and 
meeting rooms.  Given developments in Charfield there is a requirement for a 3FE school, 
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what we do know is that a new school cannot be sited on the north side and the projected 
site is on the south side at Charfield Hill that will require a further pedestrian crossing on the 
Wotton Road at that point, Charfield craved a pedestrian crossing for years to enable 
children to access the school safely, we are now in the position of having them sited every 
few hundred yards on the Wotton Road.  The common sense approach was to place a 
footway on the north side of the road to link the two new estates and use the safe crossing 
point at the Bellway estate, there is also a concern that residents from the Bellway estate 
may make the shortest route by walking on the road to access the facilities at Warners 
Court retail area. 

 
Conclusions 
 

28. In allowing the appeal without a requirement to install a footway on the north side of Wotton 
Road the Planning Inspectorate has left the Council in a less than ideal situation.  Parents 
and children from the new development who chose to walk will need to cross Wotton Road 
four times a day.  As intimated previously this is extremely bad practise and may result in 
parents making these trips by car for what is a very short journey. 
 

29. Having had the requirement for a crossing imposed on the Council the consultation has 
raised concerns from residents about light pollution and also whether a ‘Zebra’ type 
crossing is the most appropriate at this location.  With regard to the light pollution issue it is 
believed that this can be mitigated by the use of new lighting technology possibly that 
suggested by Charfield Parish Council in their comments. 
 

30. If the residential part of the development is taken in isolation then an uncontrolled crossing 
would probably be suitable.  However, as the development includes a retail unit this will 
increase the number of pedestrian trips and thus usage of the crossing.  Therefore an 
uncontrolled crossing cannot be justified as the road safety risk would be too high.   

 
 
 
 
Decision 
 

1. That the objections be overruled and that the proposal to introduce the Zebra Crossing in 
Wotton Road, Charfield be introduced subject to mitigation measures to reduce the impact 
of light pollution on nearby properties 

2. That the objectors are informed accordingly. 

3. That the Head of Legal Governance and Democratic Services be authorised to undertake 
the legal process to introduced the Zebra Crossing in Wotton Road, Charfield. 
 

 
Decision of the Director of Environment and Community Services 
 
I make the decision as recommended having been advised and taken account of all 
relevant factors.  
 
Signed:   
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Nigel Riglar 
Director of Environment and Community Services  
 
Date: 11 January 2021 
 
 
Departmental Contact 
Steve Essery, Developer TRO Engineer, Design & Operations Team, Streetcare 
 01454 863601 
 
 
Background Papers 
Responses to the advertisement of traffic regulation orders  
Statement of reasons 
 
Appendices 
Appendix A – Summary of objection and comments 
 
Appendix B – (Proposed Zebra Crossing) Drawing number T406-228-01  
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APPENDIX A – STATUTORY OBJECTION REPORT  
 

Objectors comments Officers comments 

Objections  

Objection 1 – Resident of Charfield 
 
Comments on Proposal to Introduce a Zebra Crossing on 

Wotton Road. 

Firstly I would like to raise concerns about why this 

crossing is already in place and has been for many 

months despite consultation not even having commenced. 

I am sure taking the above into account any proposals will 

not be considered going forward as this crossing is already 

being used, and has been built to facilitate the new access 

to Warners Court and the new development by Barratts 

without taking into account the comments of the villagers 

via the consultation process. 

Living opposite Warners Court we are immensely affected 

by this crossing due to the lights that flash into both rooms 

of our house that face this crossing both day and night.  

The additional street lights also cause unwanted extra 

lighting to both the front and rear of our property.  

However, the main concern would be the visibility 

approaching this crossing taking into account the speed of 

the traffic which has increased, due to widening of the 

road as part of this new development.  

I appreciate the flashing lights are for safety reasons, but, 

the visibility coming from each direction of Wotton Road is 

very poor.  The crossing should have been linked to the 

new Bellway Estate and be positioned by the entrance to 

this road with Bellway and Barratts developments linking 

through a pedestrian path.  There is a corridor running 

down the middle of these estates and this could easily 

incorporate a footbridge linking both developments taking 

the crossing further away from the junctions with Little 

Bristol lane and the new junction of Poskett Way.   Why 

could this crossing not be pelican crossing like the others 

on Wotton Road? 

The speed of the traffic on Wotton Road is a massive 

concern,  we have witnessed many accidents outside our 

property and the introduction of this pedestrian crossing is 

no doubt going to cause even more due to the visibility 

approaching it from both ways, this is evident even before 

the traffic increases to the extent expected with even more 

houses being built in Charfield. 

We were totally opposed to the Warners Court 

development which was eventually approved via appeal. 

To add further insult we now have a crossing outside our 

property and feel like we live in the middle of a town rather 

than the quiet village we moved to some 30 years ago.  

Thank you for your comments. 
 
Some works related to the crossing have 
already been installed but the developer 
has been told that if the TRO for the Zebra 
Crossing is not introduced then they will 
have to remove it and make good at their 
own expense. 
 
The light pollution from the crossing will be 
mitigated as far as possible in line with the 
recommendation in this report. 
 
The visibility requirements for the crossing 
should meet all current standards and the 
crossing will be safety-audited post 
installation to ensure this is the case. 
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Objection 2 – Resident of Charfield 
 
I am writing to explain why the proposed zebra crossing on 
Wotton Road Charfield, at the junction with Poskett Way, 
which has already been installed, is not viable and the 
effect it is already having on our household and other local 
residence.  
 
From looking at the plan of the proposed zebra crossing, 
you can see the that zebra crossing is directly outside our 
property, XX Wotton Road and our neighbours XX Wotton 
Road. You can clearly see the controlled area spans the 
front of our entire property including our driveway.  The 
island itself is slightly to the side of the property but clearly 
visible from our windows and the zigzag marking, which 
prevent stopping or unloading, will be directly in front of 
our property and driveway.  
As previously stated, this proposed zebra crossing was 
installed prior to the consultation period even beginning so 
we have already been able to see some of the 
consequences of this installation. The only access to both 
our property and those on New Street are within the 
controlled area. Due to the location of the island many 
large vehicles are struggling to access New Street as they 
are unable to turn into the road at a sufficient angle. This is 
often causing a build-up of traffic as vehicles are trying to 
access the road. I have personally observed a lorry having 
to drive around the island on the wrong side of the road so 
that it was able to reverse into New Street and unload its 
cargo. Not only is this not safe for the vehicle to be driving 
on the wrong side of the road, but it also caused a large 
build up of traffic and confusion.  
The zigzag markings have not yet been installed, but once 
they are, they will prevent people from stopping on them. 
This is obviously beneficial in that people will not be able 
to stop in front of our property so we can access our 
driveway, however it will prevent us from having deliveries 
made to our property when required, as they will not be 
able to stop outside to load or unload. Furthermore, to 
safely exit our property you must reverse onto the 
driveway to park due to poor visibility. In order to do this, 
we often have to stop outside our property, where the 
zigzag markings will be, to safely wait for a gap in the 
traffic. Not only will this affect the visibly of the crossing for 
on coming vehicles and cause obstruction for them to 
manoeuvre around, it will also hinder our ability to gain 
access to our property, making our daily life more 
challenging.  
As I have mentioned the visibility for exiting our driveway 
is poor due to a wall, the bushes and trees that are in the 
Memorial Hall Carpark and a lamppost that has been 
recently installed. Our drivewau is also in close proximity 
of several junctions, meaning that drivers on the road 
already have multiple entrances/exits to be aware of. To 
exit the driveway, you must slowly edge forward until it is 
possible to see around the hedges and trees, often 
meaning the front of the car is protruding into the road. I 
am concerned that if drivers are driving towards to zebra 
crossing, they are going to be more focused on the 

Thank you for your comments. 
 
Any turning movements into New Street 
should be unaffected by any of the crossing 
works. 
 
The zig-zag markings for the crossing will 
prevent stopping outside a number of 
properties but this affects many other 
properties.  Delivery vehicles will still be 
able to unload within 20m of any affected 
properties. 
 
The visibility and safety of the crossing 
should meet all current standards and the 
crossing will be safety-audited post-
installation to ensure this is the case. 
 
The light pollution from the crossing will be 
mitigated as far as possible in line with the 
recommendation in this report. 
 
A controlled crossing is essential as the 
development includes a retail unit which will 
result in a large number of pedestrian trips 
using the crossing. 
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flashing lights of the crossing, and the road junctions for 
Little Bristol Lane, the Memorial Hall carpark and Poskett 
Way than our entrance way, making it even more unsafe 
for us to exit our property. Approximately 3 years ago, a 
fatal accident occurred exactly at this spot, the last thing 
we would want is for this to happen again and for it to be a 
member of our family involved due to the unsafe 
installation of this crossing. 
Wotton Road is a 30 mile an hour road, however few 
vehicles travel down the road at this speed. The road is 
also not overly wide especially where the island has 
already been installed. We have already witnessed large 
vehicles driving this stretch of the road at speeds greater 
than 30 miles an hour leaving little space between them 
and the pavement. One of the signs warning of the 
crossing has already been hit for this very reason.  
The zebra crossing is outside our property and has three 
lights that flash on and off continuously. This means there 
is light continually flashing into our living room and 
bedroom. This has been quite intrusive on our daily lives 
and on our mental well-being. The flashing lights have 
caused disruption to our sleep at night as normally there 
are no lights outside. We have had to start using blackout 
blinds to ensure that we can get a good night’s sleep. The 
constant flashing of the lights in the corner of your eye, 
means that you are unable to fully relax, whether this is in 
the living room or in bedroom, it is a constant pulsating 
that niggles at you and prevents you from switching off, 
which is already affecting  the mental well-being of 
everyone in our household. 
I understand that the zebra crossing has been proposed to 
provide a safe way for pedestrians to cross Wotton Road 
in particular for access to the primary school. However the 
primary school is on the same side of the road at the 
housing development, so the pedestrians are actually 
having to cross a busy main road twice to get to their 
destination. The proposal was also based on other 
proposed housing developments and the building of a new 
school, however the JSP plan has been revoked so this 
proposal needs to be reviewed with current, accurate 
information. It would make much more sense for a 
pathway to be installed on the same side of the road as 
the development and the school meaning that the some of 
the youngest lives in our community are not being put at 
risk by having to cross a busy main road. There are 
crossings in both directions further along the road in much 
safer positions for those that need to cross the road. 
Another option could be for access between this new 
development and the recently built, St James’ Mews 
development. This again would provide a much safer 
access to the school and to the crossings further down 
Wotton Road.   
I also question whether a zebra crossing is really 
necessary? When the crossing for St James’ Mews was 
installed it was an island with no additional crossing 
features, meaning that pedestrians can cross safely 
without it be intrusive or disruptive in anyway. If a crossing 
is necessary in this location would it not be possible to just 
have an island?  
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I understand that a safe way for pedestrians to cross 
Wotton Road is required however I do not feel the location 
has taken into account our property or those on New 
Street and how it is and will affect our everyday lives. I 
urge you to consider the residents of our community who 
have been overlooked in the installation of this zebra 
crossing. 

Objection 3 – Resident of Charfield 
 
I am writing in response to the Proposed Zebra Crossing 
on Wotton road, Charfield.  I strenuously object to the 
proposal.  
The crossing is required to provide a safe location to cross 
Wotton Road for pedestrians, numbers of which will 
increase with the completion of the development. In 
addition other housing developments in the area and the 
proximity of the primary school will also result in a number 
of pedestrian crossing movements. 
The way the crossing is put in it is only supporting those 
residents that will come from the new development.  At the 
time of the SOR there were additional housing 
developments in the area, however, this is no longer the 
case and so the reasons for the crossing going in should 
be reviewed in totality, taking on board the following 
points: 
SAFETY 
Firstly the location numerous road traffic collisions, one of 
which tragically resulted in a fatality within the last two 
years. The proposal has widened the road and increased 
the street lighting which has only encouraged drivers to 
travel quicker and with less care. The crossing itself has 
already been hit three times by passing larger vehicles.    
I do not believe the crossing can be seen with sufficient 
time and forward warning to allow for the safe crossing, 
especially from the Charfield side of the road crossing 
back over to Warner’s Court for traffic travelling down the 
hill, the filter lanes are not long enough or clear enough 
that cause great confusion for traffic through the area. 
The island in the middle of the crossing is completely 
pointless; the crossing is there to allow for access to the 
school yet it is not wide enough to allow someone to stop 
at it with a pushchair or even with a wheelchair 
ACCESS TO THE SCHOOL 
The location of the primary school in the area is on the 
same side of the road as the development.  It seems 
avoidably dangerous to force those residence of the 
development to cross the same road twice just to get to 
school, especially during the busy times of the morning 
and afternoon 
LOCATION OF THE CROSSING  
 
 
The crossing has been been squeezed in to a location that 
is incredibly close to the different filter lanes on that stretch 
of road.   
From a personal perspective the crossing itself is directly 
outside of our property. In order to attempt to minimise the 
amount of light pollution into our bedrooms and living room 

Thank you for your comments. 
 
As the development includes a retail store 
then the crossing is not purely serving 
residents of the new development. 
 
There is no evidence to support the 
argument that traffic speeds have 
increased.  The crossing and other works 
have been designed to current standards 
and the crossing will be subject to a safety 
audit after completion. 
 
The Council’s original requirement was for 
a footway on the northern side of Wotton 
Road to provide a seamless route to school 
from the new development negating the 
need to cross the road.  However, the 
development was allowed on appeal forcing 
the Council to accept the current 
requirement for a crossing. 
 
The light pollution from the crossing will be 
mitigated as far as possible in line with the 
recommendation in this report. 
 
The alternative location for the crossing put 
forward is unworkable as it does not accord 
with the permission granted on appeal.  In 
addition the north side of the crossing 
would be within land not owned or 
controlled by the developer. 
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we are now having to shut our blinds and shutters for a 
significant proportion of time.      
Our property is a locally listed, we have been instructed to 
maintain its character by local planners and building 
control. However, this has been ruined by the junction and 
crossing in front of the property.  We are also concerned 
that the crossing will impact the value of our property.   
Additionally, the controlled zone either side of the 
crossing, with the island in the middle prevent and 
stopping for deliveries to our property, including removals 
vehicles. 
 
PROPOSED COUNTER OFFER 
I understand that a crossing of some sort needs to be put 
into place, mostly for the residents to get to the school.  
After pacing out the road and looking for the most ideal 
location I would like to offer for the crossing to move 
further away from the junction, towards the other side of 
Warner’s Court.   
1. This will be accessible for the new residence 
through the other side of the development 
2. Moves away from the multiple junctions and further 
away from the bridge 
3. The Flashing lights have no direct impact to any 
properties by not being installed in front of any homes 
4. The trees in front of Warner’s court would not be 
impacted 
5. No additional land would need to be purchased 
(either the land in front of Warner’s Court or the ransom 
stripe between the current development and other recently 
completed development on the same side of the property 
6. No trees will be impacted through this option 
The second option to minimise any more crossings would 
be to link up with the existing development.  I understand 
that this will require a purchase of land but will be by fair 
the safest and best option for the village and its residence. 
 

Comments Officers comments 
Comments Received  

Comment 1 – Resident of Charfield 
 
I acknowledge the perceived need for a pedestrian 
crossing serving the new development at Warner’s Court, 
deemed necessary due to the lack of provision for a 
pavement on the north side of the B4058 at Warner’s 
Court.  
 
I appreciate also that the provision of a pavement on the 
north side would have required the compulsory purchase 
of land at Warner’s Court and also the felling of a number 
of strategically valuable trees currently individually 
Protected and or covered by a Group TPO, and therefore 
that the pedestrian crossing seems to present the least 
harm to Charfield village.  
 
Nonetheless, the pedestrian crossing and specifically the 
lighting thereof has clearly and adversely impacted the 
residents at 50 Wotton Road, being the house closest to 
the crossing. I have had lengthy conversations with the 

Thank you for your comments and 
suggestions. 
 
The light pollution from the crossing will be 
mitigated as far as possible in line with the 
recommendation in this report. 
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householder who has provided photographs which indicate 
the intrusion of the yellow beacons despite some shielding 
being erected by SGlos Streetcare.  
 
I strongly recommend the beacons be replaced with LED 
ones similar to those in place outside the One Stop Shop 
in Bear Street, Wotton under Edge (Gloucestershire CC) 
which, with additional shielding, may well reduce the 
intrusive impact of the beacons.  
 
I would note too the new taller LED streetlights are 
extremely intrusive both near 50 Wotton Road and also at 
a distance, and conflict significantly with the dark skies 
initiative that Charfield carried out in conjunction with 
SGlos CC when we led the county’s move to part night 
lighting.  
 
Anecdotally, the increased lighting on the Wotton Road is 
leading to higher speeds through the village at night, and 
the widening of the Wotton Road as part of the new 
development has removed any disincentive to speed that 
the previously and deliberately narrowed highway offered. 

Comment 2 – Charfield Parish Council 
 
Charfield Parish Council has considered this consultation 
and acknowledges the requirement for a pedestrian 
crossing to serve the new Barratt’s development at 
Warner’s Court because of a lack of pavement on the 
north side of Wotton Road. The Parish Council also notes 
that again, the Consultation has come after the pedestrian 
crossing has been installed. 
 
The Parish Council has serious concerns regarding the 
type of beacons that have been installed which is clearly 
adversely impacting the residents of the adjoining dwelling 
at 50 Wotton Road. The Parish Council is aware the light 
intrusion from the flashing Belisha Beacons is causing 
serious day-to-day and sleep disturbances for the 
residents. South Gloucestershire Council has installed 
some shielding of the flashing lights; however, this has 
not alleviated the problem. 
 
Charfield Parish Council would therefore strongly urge 
South Gloucestershire Council to replace the beacons with 
LED type lights like those installed outside the One Stop 
Shop in Wotton-Under-Edge which we understand is a 
‘Modustar’ product. The Parish Council believes that this 
type of light, together with some form of additional 
shielding may help to reduce the intrusive light pollution of 
the current beacons.  Additionally, the Parish Council 
notes that new, taller LED streetlights have been installed 
at the same point on the Wotton Road. Again, these new 
streetlights are extremely light intrusive and conflict with 
the ‘Dark Skies’ initiative that Charfield Parish Council 
carried out in conjunction with South Gloucestershire 
Council.  Charfield Parish Council would also point out to 
South Gloucestershire Council that the increased lighting 
at this point on the Wotton Road is leading to increased 
vehicle speeds through this part of the village at night. The 

Thank you for your comments and 
suggestions. 
 
Some works related to the crossing have 
already been installed but the developer 
has been told that if the TRO for the Zebra 
Crossing is not introduced then they will 
have to remove it and make good at their 
own expense. 
 
The light pollution from the crossing will be 
mitigated as far as possible in line with the 
recommendation in this report. 
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widening of the Wotton Road, as part of the new Warner’s 
Court development has eliminated any discouragement to 
speed that the narrower part of this carriageway offered. 

Support Comments Received  

Support Comment 1 – Resident of Charfield 
 
Despite the new proposed development not yet being in 
place yet I believe that the changes to the road structure, 
including the pedestrian crossing are an improvement. 
 
The addition of the crossing, has, in my opinion, slowed 
traffic on approach to what was previously a much 
narrower bend. Drivers seem more aware of the road and 
exiting Newtown Road has been made easier by  their 
attention. 
 
I do have some sympathy for those residents who are 
closer to the new crossing, as the older, more traditional 
light globes must be extremely invasive, even with the 
cowls fitted. Ones similar to those installed in Wotton road 
Wotton, which are in close proximity to residences, and 
are of more a directional LED ones would be much less 
intrusive for those living nearby. 

Thank you for your support. 
 
The light pollution from the crossing will be 
mitigated as far as possible in line with the 
recommendation in this report. 

Statutory Response Recevied  

Avon and Somerset Constabulary 
 
Thank you for your email and attachments regarding the 
proposed zebra crossing on Wotton Road, Charfield.  
 
I understand from the Statement of Reasons that 
“Planning permission has been granted on appeal for a 
new residential development adjacent to Wotton Road in 
Charfield. This permission is subject to a section 106 
agreement which includes the requirement for construction 
of a Zebra pedestrian crossing on Wotton Road adjacent 
to the development. 
Purpose of the Scheme 
The crossing is required to provide a safe location to cross 
Wotton Road for pedestrians, numbers of which will 
increase with the completion of the development. In 
addition other housing developments in the area and the 
proximity of the primary school will also result in a number 
of pedestrian crossing movements. 
Proposed Scheme 
The Zebra crossing will be constructed to a width of 2.4m 
with a central refuge island and with clear visibility of at 
least 43m either side of the crossing.” 
 
Drawing number T406-228-01 (attached) shows the 
“crossing controlled area”, is there a drawing available that 
shows the zebra crossing and associated road markings 
please? 
 
The proposal should meet the aspirations of the Statement 
of Reasons. However, we would be grateful for a more 
detailed drawing prior to making final comments. 
 

Thank you for your comments which are 
duly noted. 



Appendix B 

 


