
 
 

Statement of Reasons 

 
Filton Avenue (North of A4174) – Experimental Part Time Bus 

Lane  
 
 

Background 
 
The Filton Avenue (north) to Filton Avenue (south) movement of traffic at the 
A4174/Filton Avenue junction is currently restricted by a bus gate (with 
exemptions for cycles, motorcycles and taxis). Requests to ‘open up’ the 
movement for general traffic was raised by local ward members in May 2019. In 
response, the Council allocated funding in the 2019/20 capital programme to 
investigate the potential impact of ‘opening-up’ the movement.  
 
A study was commissioned to model the likely impacts of opening up the 
movement.  The study concluded that opening-up of the movement is not 
recommended during weekday peak periods in view of the impact on operational 
conditions on the A4174, and the impact on bus services operating on the 
A4174. However, the study stated that, in operational terms during the week-day 
it appeared to be feasible to permit general traffic outside of the peak periods 
based on existing traffic levels and modelling. 
 
The study conclusions were based on transport modelling outputs which simulate 
the likely impact on the network during weekdays. By permitting the movement 
outside of the peak periods, local access is expected to improve by allowing the 
Filton Avenue (north) ahead/ Right turn movement providing local residents with 
reduced journey times.  
 
Purpose of the Scheme  
 
A trial is proposed to ‘open up’ the movement as an Experimental Traffic 
Regulation Order outside the weekly peak periods (07:00-10:00 and 15:00- 19:00 
Monday to Friday) to test the study findings. The transport model used for the 
study does not provide a simulation for weekends and the trial would enable an 
assessment of that period as well as testing the forecast transport model 
impacts.  
 
An assessment of the impacts will be made during the experimental trial period to 
measure the impact of the change evaluating the following:  

 Congestion;   

 Impact on Bus services on A4174   



 Changes to traffic flows including rerouting traffic; and   

 Residents views of the change.      

The Proposed Scheme  
 
The Filton Avenue (north) to Filton Avenue (south) movement of traffic at the 
A4174/Filton Avenue junction is currently restricted by a bus gate (with 
exemptions for cycles, motorcycles and taxis).  The trial involves opening up the 
movement to all traffic outside the weekday peak period 0700-1000 and 1500-
1900 Monday -Friday. The proposed scheme will require changes to the road 
signs on Filton Avenue (north) to make it clear when the movement is open to all 
traffic and detailing that the junction will be enforced in peak periods.  No 
changes to the junction or signals are required.  During the Experimental period 
changes can be made if necessary. 
 
 
Timescales 
 
The Experimental period will be for 18 months commencing in October 2020.  
Comments and objections to the proposal must be received during the first 6 
months.  If successful, the change will be made permanent. 


