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Statement of Reasons 

John Cabot Academy - Proposed ‘School Street’ 
 
Background 
 
The lockdown response to the Covid-19 pandemic has led to people using vehicles less and 
taking daily exercise more and we have a unique opportunity to ‘lock in’ the benefits of active 
travel, reduced air pollution and reduced carbon emissions. Traffic was at the same level as 
it was in the 1950’s but is increasing daily and cycling in some locations is double pre-Covid-
19 levels. 

On the 9 May the Department for Transport issued statutory guidance of the reallocation of 
road space to encourage cycling and walking and enable social distancing. Measures 
needed to be taken quickly given the urgent need to change travel habits before the ‘restart’ 
following lockdown takes full effect. We are still required to practise ‘social-distancing’ and 
the expectation is that this will continue for the foreseeable future.  
 
A priority area to meet these statutory requirements is to provide safe access for pupils and 
families attending schools.  
 
To further maintain social distancing and to continue to encourage safe access to and from 
schools, it is the council’s intention to introduce an experimental part time ‘school street’ road 
closure with a view to permanently implement such measures in future. 
 
School streets is part of a national campaign which also addresses other concerns affecting 
schools such as reducing traffic congestion, improve air quality, general road safety outside 
schools, as well as encouraging active travel to school and healthier lifestyles for families. 
 
Purpose of Scheme 
 
The purpose of this scheme is to prohibit motorised traffic entering the southern end of the 
northern section of Woodside Road directly outside the school between 2:50 – 3:10pm, 
Monday to Friday during term time. Access for emergency vehicles will be maintained by a 
member of staff from the school, however, the school has introduced a ‘one way’ system for 
parents to drop off/collect pupils through the school car park. The scheme should have a 
positive effect on residents by helping divert parents away from collecting children in this part 
of the road and instead directing them towards the facilities within the school site.  
 
Proposed Scheme 
 
The proposed scheme is to create a ‘pedestrian and cycle’ zone for a short period of time 
during the afternoon. The scheme will be introduced under an Experimental Traffic Order 
(ETO) and before the end of the ETO period a decision will be made on whether to make the 
scheme permanent. Relevant signing, including flip style signs which the school will close 
during half terms and school holidays will be erected. Temporary traffic cones will also be in 
place at the closure point to the zone, to ensure that the scheme is achieved as intended. 
Permanent measures will be considered once the ETO has finished.  
 

Drawing Reference 
 
Drawing number T303-1503-01 REV A shows the extents of the proposed pedestrian and 
cycle zone.  
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Timescale 
 
It is expected that following publication of a legal notice that the proposed measures will 
become operative during 2020 and the experimental measures may remain in place for up to 
eighteen months. You may submit formal comments or object during the first six months of 
the experimental period.  
 


