
Nigel Riglar,  

Director for Environment and Community Services  

Streetcare, Transport and Waste, Design & Operations Team, P O Box 1954, Bristol, BS37 0DD 

Tel: 01454 868004 E-mail: TransportServices@southglos.gov.uk 

www.southglos.gov.uk 

 

Feedback Report  

John Cabot Academy - Proposed ‘School Street’ 
 

 

Purpose of the report  
 
This report is to feedback the results from the John Cabot Academy - Proposed ‘School 
Street’ consultation that took place between 2nd November and 16th November 2020.  
 
Background 
 
The lockdown response to the Covid-19 pandemic has led to people using vehicles less and 
taking daily exercise more and we have a unique opportunity to ‘lock in’ the benefits of active 
travel, reduced air pollution and reduced carbon emissions. Traffic was at the same level as 
it was in the 1950’s but is increasing daily and cycling in some locations is double pre-Covid-
19 levels. 

On the 9 May the Department for Transport issued statutory guidance of the reallocation of 
road space to encourage cycling and walking and enable social distancing. Measures 
needed to be taken quickly given the urgent need to change travel habits before the ‘restart’ 
following lockdown takes full effect. We are still required to practise ‘social-distancing’ and 
the expectation is that this will continue for the foreseeable future.  
 
A priority area to meet these statutory requirements is to provide safe access for pupils and 
families attending schools.  
 
To further maintain social distancing and to continue to encourage safe access to and from 
schools, it is the council’s intention to introduce an experimental part time ‘school street’ road 
closure with a view to permanently implement such measures in future. 
 
School streets is part of a national campaign which also addresses other concerns affecting 
schools such as reducing traffic congestion, improve air quality, general road safety outside 
schools, as well as encouraging active travel to school and healthier lifestyles for families. 
 
Purpose of Scheme 
 
The purpose of this scheme is to prohibit motorised traffic entering the southern end of the 
northern section of Woodside Road directly outside the school between 2:50 – 3:10pm, 
Monday to Friday during term time. Access for emergency vehicles will be maintained by a 
member of staff from the school, however, the school has introduced a ‘one way’ system for 
parents to drop off/collect pupils through the school car park. The scheme should have a 
positive effect on residents by helping divert parents away from collecting children in this part 
of the road and instead directing them towards the facilities within the school site.  
 
Proposed Scheme 
 

The proposed scheme is to create a ‘pedestrian and cycle’ zone for a short period of time 
during the afternoon. The scheme will be introduced under an Experimental Traffic Order 
(ETO) and before the end of the ETO period a decision will be made on whether to make the 
scheme permanent. Relevant signing, including flip style signs which the school will close 
during half terms and school holidays will be erected. Temporary traffic cones will also be in 
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place at the closure point to the zone, to ensure that the scheme is achieved as intended. 
Permanent measures will be considered once the ETO has finished.  
 

Drawing Reference 
 
Drawing number T303-1503-01 REV A shows the extents of the proposed pedestrian and 
cycle zone.  
 

Consultation  
 
Details of the proposals including a plan and statement of reasons were posted on the South 
Gloucestershire website. The Council sent letters advising of the consultation to all properties 
affected by the proposals. In addition, notices were posted and maintained in the area for the 
2 week consultation period. Local members and the emergency services, amongst other 
statutory stakeholders were invited by email to view the consultation.  
 

Feedback from the consultation 
 
The online consultation drawing T303-1503-01 REV A was viewed a total of 58 times. There 
were 5 individuals and organisations that responded to the consultation via the 
questionnaire. In addition, 1 other written response had been received. Figures 1 to 6 show 
the results of the questionnaire responses.  
 

 
Figure 1: 
 
 

 
 
Figure 1 shows that the majority of people who answered the questionnaire are residents. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

0 0.5 1 1.5 2 2.5 3 3.5 4 4.5

As a resident who lives within the vicinity of the proposed

road closure

As a parent who attends JCA

As a member of staff from JCA

As a pedestrian or cyclist using Woodside Road as a

through route

Other

Please indicate below in which capacity you are responding;



Nigel Riglar,  

Director for Environment and Community Services  

Streetcare, Transport and Waste, Design & Operations Team, P O Box 1954, Bristol, BS37 0DD 

Tel: 01454 868004 E-mail: TransportServices@southglos.gov.uk 

www.southglos.gov.uk 

Figure 2: 
 

 
 
Figure 2 shows that the majority of people do not agree with the scheme as a whole. 
 
 
Figure 3: 
 

 
 
Figure 3 shows that the majority of people both equally agree/disagree that the ‘school street’ 
will create a safer environment for everyone attending the school, whilst the majority of 
people disagree that the ‘school street’ will not improve air quality in the vicinity of the school 
and help with social distancing.   
 
 

0

0.5

1

1.5

2

2.5

3

3.5

Yes No Don’t know

Do you agree with the scheme as a whole?

0 0.5 1 1.5 2 2.5 3 3.5

Social Distancing

Air Quality within the vicinity to the school

Create a safer environment for everyone attending the

school

Do you agree or disagree that the proposed 'school street' will 

help or improve;

Disagree Neutral Agree



Nigel Riglar,  

Director for Environment and Community Services  

Streetcare, Transport and Waste, Design & Operations Team, P O Box 1954, Bristol, BS37 0DD 

Tel: 01454 868004 E-mail: TransportServices@southglos.gov.uk 

www.southglos.gov.uk 

Figure 4: 
 
 

 
 
Figure 4 shows that the majority of people who responded think that the road closure times 
should be for a longer period than proposed.  
 
 
Figure 5: 
 
 

 
 
 
Figure 5 shows that the majority of residents who responded think that the road closure times 
will affect them.  
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Figure 6: 
 
 

 
 
Figure 6 shows that the majority of people do not agree with the ‘school street’ becoming 
permanent in future.  
 
The final question within the questionnaire asked ‘as a parent of a child who attends the 
school, would the proposed ‘school street’ scheme encourage you to use alternative active 
travel methods such as walking or cycling to travel to school?’ This question was not 
answered by any respondents and therefore, determined that no parents responded to this 
informal consultation.   
 
The comments received as part of this informal consultation have now been reviewed. The 
comments/concerns received via the online questionnaire are contained on the following 
page, in appendix A. 

 
Future Programme 
 
The scheme will now proceed to the next stage which is to implement an Experimental 
Traffic Order (ETO). An ETO will allow us to trial the scheme to ensure that it is effective and 
runs smoothly, whilst also providing an opportunity for residents/members of public to 
experience the scheme in operation. During this time, residents/members of public will again 
have the chance to formally submit feedback during the 6 month ETO consultation period. At 
the end of the 6 month consultation period copies of all objections and comments received in 
respect of this matter will then be forwarded to the Director of Environment and Community 
Services to review and consider whether or not such measures and the legal order should be 
continued indefinitely, or if it should be abandoned. Should there be a variation made to the 
order then the 6 month objection period will restart, but in any case the decision will be made 
within 18 months of commencement. 
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Appendix A 
 

Comments received via the online 
questionnaire 

 

Officers Response 

As a resident in the vacinity of Woodside Rd. 
the parking will be Horrendous in Britannia 
Rd., when parents come to pick children up. 
It is bad enough now, I would like to see the 
double yellow lines we were half promised in 
a survey 2 years ago. What happened to that 
result ?.I would probably be in favour of this 
proposal then. 

Thank you for your comments.  
 
Just to confirm that the proposed short ‘school 
street’ closure will only affect a small area directly 
outside the school entrance. Therefore, parents 
collecting their children by vehicle should continue 
to utilise the unofficial ‘one way’ system through 
the school site that has been introduced by the 
school. 
 
I can confirm that there is a separate legal advert 
that has been carried out in the area for proposed 
waiting restrictions. You can view the documents 
online at;   
https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/consult.ti/P
T.6152WoodstkPermWait/consultationHome to 
see whether any waiting restrictions are being 
implemented on Woodside Road in the near 
future. 
 
The Councils Parking Enforcement team will be 
informed of all new restrictions that are 
implemented on the public highway. To report a 
vehicle that is illegally parked on new or existing 
restrictions, please email 
parklegally@southglos.gov.uk to make them 
aware of any illegal parking so that they can 
arrange for a Civil Enforcement Officer (CEO) to 
attend site and enforce the offending vehicle.   
 

All this will do is make people park just 
outside the school street moving the problem 
to adjoining streets. It will also cause chaos 
to people living there. This has not been 
thought through. 

Thank you for your comments.  
 
Just to confirm that the proposed short ‘school 
street’ closure will only affect a small area directly 
outside the school entrance. Therefore, parents 
collecting their children by vehicle should continue 
to utilise the unofficial ‘one way’ system through 
the school site that has been introduced by the 
school. 
 
There are also existing waiting restrictions 
throughout the extents of Woodside Road. To 
report a vehicle that is illegally parked on new or 
existing restrictions, please email 
parklegally@southglos.gov.uk to make them 
aware of any illegal parking so that they can 
arrange for a Civil Enforcement Officer (CEO) to 
attend site and enforce the offending vehicle.   
 

It is already a daily nightmare for residents 
the other side of the main entrance with cars 
constantly (during school time at the 
beginning and end of school times) with cars 

Thank you for your comments.  
 
Just to confirm that the proposed short ‘school 
street’ closure will only affect a small area directly 
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illegally parked and parking across 
driveways, on yellow lines and the white zig 
zag lines. The opposite end of Woodside 
Road where the turning point is. 
 
All this scheme is going to do is increase 
traffic this side of Woodside Road, this is 
never monitored or poiliced. 

outside the school entrance. Therefore, parents 
collecting their children by vehicle should continue 
to utilise the unofficial ‘one way’ system through 
the school site that has been introduced by the 
school. 
 
To report a vehicle that is illegally parked on new 
or existing restrictions, please email 
parklegally@southglos.gov.uk to make them 
aware of any illegal parking so that they can 
arrange for a Civil Enforcement Officer (CEO) to 
attend site and enforce the offending vehicle.   
 
Concerning pavement parking or obstruction, 
including obstruction of private accesses, I would 
advise that you contact the police via their non-
emergency number 101 or their website: 
www.avonandsomersetpolice.uk who are able to 
enforce clear obstruction of this nature. The 
Council does not have the powers to enforce 
pavement parking or obstruction of the highway.   
 

Paper copy Submission 

 

Thank you for your comments. 
 
To report a vehicle that is illegally parked on new 
or existing restrictions, please email 
parklegally@southglos.gov.uk to make them 
aware of any illegal parking so that they can 
arrange for a Civil Enforcement Officer (CEO) to 
attend site and enforce the offending vehicle.   
 
As explained within the ‘future programme’ 
section of this report, the proposed closure will be 
introduced under an Experimental Traffic Order 
(ETO) which will allow us to trial the scheme to 
ensure that it is effective and runs smoothly, 
whilst also providing an opportunity for 
residents/members of public to experience the 
scheme in operation. During this time, 
residents/members of public will again have the 
chance to formally submit feedback during the 6 
month ETO consultation period. At the end of the 
6 month consultation period, copies of all 
objections and comments received in respect of 
this matter will then be forwarded to the Director 
of Environment and Community Services to 
review and consider whether or not such 
measures and the legal order should be 
continued indefinitely, or if it should be 
abandoned. 
 
I can confirm that officers will visit the area before 
and during the time when the ‘school street’ 
closure is in place to monitor the traffic situation to 
which you describe.  
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Email Submission 
 

I understand from the Statement of Reasons 

that “The lockdown response to the Covid-19 

pandemic has led to people using vehicles less 

and taking daily exercise more and we have a 

unique opportunity to ‘lock in’ the benefits of 

active travel, reduced air pollution and 

reduced carbon emissions. Traffic was at the 

same level as it was in the 1950’s but is 

increasing daily and cycling in some 

locations is double pre-Covid- 19 levels. 

On the 9 May the Department for Transport 

issued statutory guidance of the reallocation 

of road space to encourage cycling and 

walking and enable social distancing. 

Measures needed to be taken quickly given 

the urgent need to change travel habits before 

the ‘restart’ following lockdown takes full 

effect. We are still required to practise 

‘social-distancing’ and the expectation is that 

this will continue for the foreseeable future. 

A priority area to meet these statutory 

requirements is to provide safe access for 

pupils and families attending schools. 

To further maintain social distancing and to 

continue to encourage safe access to and from 

schools, it is the council’s intention to 

introduce an experimental part time ‘school 

street’ road closure with a view to 

permanently implement such measures in 

future. 

School streets is part of a national campaign 

which also addresses other concerns affecting 

schools such as reducing traffic congestion, 

improve air quality, general road safety 

outside schools, as well as encouraging active 

travel to school and healthier lifestyles for 

families. 

 

Purpose of Scheme 

The purpose of this scheme is to prohibit 

motorised traffic entering the southern end of 

the northern section of Woodside Road 

directly outside the school between 2:50 – 

3:10pm, Monday to Friday during term time. 

Access for emergency vehicles will be 

maintained by a member of staff from the 

school, however, the school has introduced a 

‘one way’ system for parents to drop 

off/collect pupils through the school car park. 

The scheme should have a positive effect on 

residents by helping divert parents away from 

collecting children in this part of the road and 

Thank you for your comments.  
 
Just to confirm that a member of staff from the 
school will operate the closure by setting out the 
temporary cones whilst remaining at the closure 
point during this period. Should for any reason an 
emergency vehicle require access at this location, 
the member of staff will then allow access.  
 
However, as explained, this particular school has 
introduced an unofficial ‘one way’ system which 
starts lower down on Woodside Road at their car 
park entrance. Traffic will then need to follow the 
signed route throughout the school site, diverting 
traffic through Kingswood Estate and back onto 
Britannia/Kennard Road. The current car park exit 
shown on the consultation plan will have barriers 
in place during the ‘school Street’ closure period. 
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instead directing them towards the facilities 

within the school site. 

 

Proposed Scheme 

The proposed scheme is to create a 

‘pedestrian and cycle’ zone for a short period 

of time during the afternoon. The scheme will 

be introduced under an Experimental Traffic 

Order (ETO) and before the end of the ETO 

period a decision will be made on whether to 

make the scheme permanent. Relevant 

signing, including flip style signs which the 

school will close during half terms and school 

holidays will be erected. Temporary traffic 

cones will also be in place at the closure point 

to the zone, to ensure that the scheme is 

achieved as intended. 

Permanent measures will be considered once 

the ETO has finished.”  

 

As with responses to other School Street 

proposals, there is concern regarding 

deployment of and compliance with 

temporary signage, with the as stated “access 

for emergency vehicles being maintained by a 

member of staff” raising the query as to how 

emergency access is to be maintained if a 

member of staff is not available.  

 

It is noted that the area of closure being 

created promotes the use of the adjacent 

school car park as a one way facility rather 

than encouraging congregation at the main 

access to the school premises. The drawing is 

a little confusing. Parents/carers dropping off 

pupils appear to be encouraged to access the 

school car park on Woodside Road as part of 

a one way system, exiting onto the “turning 

head area” further along Woodside Road. 

However, this appears to be flanked by an 

existing road closure on one side and the new 

temporary closure on the other apparently 

preventing egress, how are vehicles to exit the 

area? 

 

The proposals should meet the aspirations of 

the Statement of Reasons. 
 

 
 
 
 


