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S T A T E M E N T   O F   R E A S O N S 

 

Background 
Concerns have been raised by Local Ward Councillors and residents that Crossways 
Lane is increasingly used as a cut through by commuting traffic. The road is the 
primary link in a network of narrow lanes between the expanding urban areas of 
Thornbury and the A38 Gloucester Road. Various ways to control traffic have been 
suggested and investigated, including shutting Crossways Lane to motorised traffic. 
The option of formal closure will not be pursued as it is not supported by Councillors 
who represent the wider community.   
 
Whilst a quiet lane scheme has also previously been suggested, it would not provide 
the ability for increased police enforcement over the existing 30mph speed limit. 
2018 survey data suggests that Crossways Lane does not exhibit excessive 
speeding, though it would be more appropriate for a lane well used by non-motorised 
traffic to see speeds reduced further. Particularly south of Clay Lane the weekday 
traffic volume has increased from less than 500 vehicles a day in 2013 to nearly 700 
by 2018, whilst average speeds for that period have dropped by one mph to around 
25.5mph. 15% of vehicles still travel at 30mph or above. 
 
The measures required of such a scheme would rely on widespread community 
support, including those from the wider Thornbury area which renders that option 
inappropriate.  
 
To help address the concern associated with traffic increase and the perception of 
more speeding that results from that, and acknowledging the corresponding impact 
that has on walking, cycling and horse riding along with the environmental 
deterioration for residents, the council now propose to implement a 20mph speed 
limit. This would extend over the network of Crossways Lane (formerly Knapp Road 
east), Clay Lane, Whitewall Lane, Hacket Lane and Hacket Hill between Morton Way 
and the A38. This will include a range of supporting measures. 

 

Purpose of Scheme 
The purpose of the scheme is to reduce the attractiveness of using Crossways Lane, 
Clay lane, Whitewall Lane, Hacket Lane and Hacket Hill as a rat run, which will 
improve road safety for vulnerable road users as well as making walking and cycling 
more attractive. 

 

Proposed Scheme 

The proposed scheme is to reduce the speed limit from 30 mph to 20 mph on 
Crossways Lane, Clay lane, Whitewall Lane, Hacket Lane and Hacket Hill. It is also 
proposed to install two speed cushions on Crossways Lane as the speeds are too 
high on a section of Crossways Lane to install a 20mph speed limit without traffic 
calming.  
 



 
 

 

Drawing Reference 
Drawing numbers T430-265-01 Rev A, T430-265-06, T430-265-07 and T430-265-08 
show the existing speed limit, T430-265-02, T430-265-03 T430-265-04 and T430-
265-05, show the proposed area that will be subject to a 20mph speed limit and 
T430-265-09 Rev B shows the proposed traffic calming measures. 
 

 

 


