
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 

Statement of Reasons 

Siston Lane - Siston 
Proposed 30mph Speed Limit and Traffic Calming 

 
 

 
Background 
 
The route is narrow and winding in places, with typical traffic volumes in excess of 4,000 
vehicles per day and 85th percentile speeds typically between 29mph and 37mph, (mean 
average speeds between 25mph and 33mph).  There have been 4 recorded injury accidents 
along the route in the last five years, although residents have also witnessed several 
incidents involving ‘damage only’ collisions and ‘near misses’ with vulnerable road users, 
including pedestrians and horse riders.  Facilities for pedestrians remain very limited with just 
a few short sections of footway provision - construction of a continuous footway is impractical 
due to the limited available width of highway verge.  Siston Parish Council and local 
residents have expressed concern about the safety of vulnerable road users when motorised 
traffic and vulnerable road come into contact along the lane, often where there is no footway, 
or when motorists are driving at an inappropriate speed for the conditions.  This has been 
especially noticeable when nearby routes have been temporarily closed for essential works – 
including Abson Road and the A420 in Wick.   
 
In 2018 residents submitted a Highways Investigation Request form, following which a 
proposed investigation scheme was entered onto the Local Transport Priority List in June 
2018, (KF155).  The scheme was entered into the 2020/21 implementation programme as an 
Administration Priority. 
   
Recent traffic speed survey data suggests it would be feasible to lower the existing 40mph 
speed limit to 30mph, in order to encourage generally slower traffic flows and bring about a 
measurable decrease in the 85th percentile / mean average speeds.  Physical measures 
required to achieve this would include new 30mph terminal signs, replacement of the existing 
40mph repeater signs with 30mph repeaters, and installation of new road markings, 
(including ‘30’ speed roundels in sections without street lighting).  In addition to this, new 
warning signs plus 75mm high speed cushions could be installed to further reduce speeds in 
those areas with existing street lighting most likely to be frequented by vulnerable road users. 
 
Purpose of Scheme 
 

The purpose of the scheme is to reduce traffic speeds, which will make walking and cycling 
in the area more attractive. 
 
Proposed Scheme 
 

The proposed scheme is to reduce the speed limit from national speed limit to 30mph on 
Gibbs Lane and from 40 mph to 30 mph on a section of Siston Lane. As well as installing 4 
speed tables on Siston Lane.  
 
The following roads are affected by this scheme: 

 Gibbs Lane 

 Siston Lane 
 
Drawing Reference 



 
 

Drawing number T307-230-004 Rev A shows the proposed 30mph speed limit, drawing 
number T307-230-06.1 Rev A shows the proposed traffic calming measures. 
 

Timescale 
 

Depending upon the result of the public advertisement of the required traffic regulation orders 
it is hoped that the proposed scheme will be implemented during the 2021/22 financial year. 


