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Oldbury Neighbourhood Communication Statement  
 
 

Background and the Early Years  
 
In 2009 the Parish Council  decided to  prepare a Parish Plan which was eventually published in 2012 
(see Attachment 1)  This achieved some  objectives but failed  to secure the modest local housing 
development the community  had expressed a wish to see.  The Localism Act introduced in 2011  
and the  Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 stimulated  interest  in ‘trying again 
‘and in the Summer of 2016 the Parish Council decided to  prepare a plan. 
Following designation of the plan in October 2016 the initial communication was  delivered to the 
community via 4WARD the Parish Magazine , delivered to all households in Oldbury and adjacent 
parishes in December (see  attachment  2). 
 
In each phase  a community engagement event  has taken  place . 
The first of these was preceded by a postal distribution of a 
questionnaire to all households  in the neighbourhood area (NA). 
(see attachment 2a) An Article  published in 4 Ward explained this 
(see attachment 2b) The responses were   assessed  during the 
Summer and Autumn of 2017 and  embryonic ideas based on what 
the survey had told  us  drafted  to reflect the wishes of the 
community based on these and earlier responses , and the 
information  provided by the Strategic Flood Risk Assessment 
(SFRA2) (see attachment 3 for results ) 
 
 
 
In September 2017 The West of England  Joint Spatial Plan/New local plan was made public and  was 
reviewed by NDP working Group Members  to  see what implications if any it had  on the NDP . 
 
Owners of the sites assessed has having greatest potential in flood risk terms (as informed by SFRA2) 
were contacted  to establish their  interest in the  modest development being proposed by the plan 
(see attachment 4  for Landowner  initial contact)  
 
The first Neighbourhood Plan NDP)  Engagement Event  took place  in January 2018.It was publicised 

using 4 Ward, The Gazette  and  handouts at various 
locations and on the day . (See Attachments 5 
Attachment 5a and Attachment 5b on the day and at 
various  locations). This attracted  102  visitors and 
generated  a significant amount of responses  . The main 
purpose of the  event  was to gauge the feeling  of the 
community to the concept of modest development ,one 
of the main wishes expressed in the  earlier 
questionnaire. (see attachment 6  for engagement 
presentation  and attachment 6a for the feedback form  
those attending were asked to complete  .) 
 

The early part  of 2018  was spent commissioning   consultants to undertake  Site Suitability and 
Housing Needs Assessments   and appointing LB Planning as  advisory  consultants to advise and 
assist in plan preparation . 
 

Distinctive Envelope  

Appendix 1  Background  

and History 
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 An analysis of the  feedback from  the January  engagement event provided the basic information to  
develop draft polices to support the objectives that had been set . (see attachment 6b  for 
results)Further consultation with landowners of sites  with greatest potential  and  utility providers  
helped inform this work . 
 
Throughout this   process the Community Website and 4WARD  were used to  provide updates  as 
and when relevant .The  Working Group also reported progress to the Parish Council on a bi monthly 
basis 
 
Consultation with the statutory bodies and Local Authority experts on Heritage , Environment and 
Transport  matters was undertaken during through the Summer and Autumn of 2018  
 
In the Autumn  2018 preparation of the next engagement event commenced. There was further 
consultation with SGC Officers  and  the  second version of the plan  was  produced , this continued 
into 2019 
 

In March 2019   the second  Community Engagement  
event was held. 43 members of the 
public/community attended the event. Of these 20 
completed response forms comprising two questions 
and space to comment on whatever concerns or 
issues the responder 
wished to raise . 96% of responders agreed with what 
was being proposed for the plan and felt the Plan 
Objectives were right. Concerns were mainly 
expressed regarding developers using the 
planning system to make the houses bigger or build 
at a higher density than proposed by 

the plan. Parking and road congestion was also a concern. It was reassuring that there were 
positive comments regarding the plan and some constructive suggestions .(see attachment 7 for  

feedback form and attachment 7a for summary of results ) 

The community website and 4WARD  received a number of updates during this period including  the 

posting of the engagement presentation given in March to the community website . 

https://www.neighbourhooddevelopmentplan.oldburyonsevern.org.uk/development_draft_plan_co

mmunity_engagement_march_2019.pdf 

 

https://www.neighbourhooddevelopmentplan.oldburyonsevern.org.uk/development_draft_plan_community_engagement_march_2019.pdf
https://www.neighbourhooddevelopmentplan.oldburyonsevern.org.uk/development_draft_plan_community_engagement_march_2019.pdf


Oldbury on Severn
Parish Plan 2012

This Community led Plan has been produced for the 
Parish of Oldbury on Severn by the Parish Plan Steering Group 

It is the result of consultation with and surveys of the views and aspirations of 
those who live and work in the Parish. It incorporates an Action Plan intended 

to pave the way for these aspirations & preferences to be met.

Attachment 1
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A Parish Plan is two things:

•	 It	is	a	statement	of	issues	and	concerns	across	the	whole	community
•	 It	is	an	action	plan	for	how	those	issues	can	be	addressed

It	should	aim	to	preserve	valued	and	local	features	and	to	map	out	the	facilities	and	services	
which	the	community	needs	to	safeguard	its	future.

This	report	summarises	many	hours	of	analysis	by	the	Parish	Plan	Committee.	Using	the	
information	provided,	the	Committee	have	tried	to	identify	the	issues	which	need	further	
attention.		Consideration	must	now	be	given	as	to	how	this	work	can	be	taken	forward	
to	complete	the	tasks	identified	in	the	Action	Plan,	Section	5,	which	is	practical	and	will	if	
implemented	achieve	the	objectives	set.		The	actions	identified	require	considerably	more	
input	and	resource	than	the	Committee	alone	can	provide.		To	further	this	initiative	the	
involvement	of	more	Parishioners	is	necessary.

We	hope	a	number	of	Parishioners	will	volunteer	to	assist	in	the	way	forward.	

We wanted to achieve the following outcomes:

•	 Identify	what	could	be	done	to	make	Oldbury-on-Severn	Parish	a	better	place	in	which	
to	live.		The	plan	would	need	to	have	a	longer	term	outlook	–	over	a	10	year	period	but	
should	also	focus	on	things	that	could	be	done	in	the	short	and	medium	term.

•	 The	plan	should	be	a	living	document	and	be	an	integral	part	of	the	wider	community	
planning	process.		It	must	be	something	that	can	be	updated	on	a	regular	basis	and	be	
available	to	parishioners.	

What is a Parish Plan?

Desired Outcomes

1

Parish Plan Aims & Objectives

1.1.

1.2.
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History of Oldbury-on-Severn 

Parish Profile

2.1.
The	oldest	parts	of	Oldbury	(the	name	
means	‘the	old	settlement’)	are,	to	the	south,	
the	church	hill	and,	to	the	north,	the	hill	fort	
known	locally	as	the	Toot,	where	iron	age	
pottery	has	been	found.		Roman	coins	and	
pottery	have	been	found	in	both	places,	
and	also	evidence	of	a	relatively	high-status	
Roman	settlement	near	the	present	power	
station.

The	Severn	provided	fish,	wildfowl	and	on	
the	area	liable	to	flood	rich	alluvial	deposits	
for	farming.		The	Romans	began	the	flood	
defences,	vital	to	this	day,	both	against	the	
phenomenal	high	tides	in	the	river	and	
against	freshwater	flooding	from	inland.		In	
the	middle	ages	Oldbury	and	its	surrounding	
area	formed	the	Marsh	tithing	(the	name	
is	significant)	of	Thornbury	manor.		A	mill	

was	constructed	on	the	site	of	the	present	
Anchor	pub.		The	high	tide	then,	and	until	
recently,	came	right	up	into	the	village,	and	
was	held	back	to	be	used	as	required	to	
work	the	mill.

Fishing	with	‘fixed	engines’	(rows	of	trumpet-
shaped	baskets	made	of	hazel	and	willow),	
or	with	lave	nets,	was	until	recently	a	useful	
source	of	food	and	income,	ended	by	a	
combination	of	increasing	bureaucracy	
(including	ever-rising	licence	fees)	and	the	
shifting	mud	and	sand	of	the	river	bed.

Oldbury	has	its	own	saint,	St	Arilda,	who	
lived	and	died	at	the	well	bearing	her	name	
at	Kington.		The	church	has	magnificent	views	
from	its	circular	churchyard,	itself	evidence	of	
a	pre-Norman	conquest	foundation.
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A	survey	was	sent	to	all	the	businesses	
operating	in	the	Parish	to	establish	their	
prime	activities	and	needs,	to	remain	
operating	in	the	Parish.		The	primary	
Economic	activities	in	the	Parish	are	farming	
and	the	Power	Station,	although	there	are	
a	number	of	small	businesses	covering	
mechanical	&	electrical	engineering,	tyres,	

We	also	involved	the	local	school	children	
who	highlighted	many	of	the	issues	raised	
by	yourselves,	in	particular ;	no	new	power	
station,	a	requirement	for	speed	cameras,	the	
need	for	a	football	club	in	the	village,	more	
bridle	paths,	a	swimming	pool	at	the	school	
and	more	dens!!

garden	machinery	and	builder’s	merchants.	
Their	main	requirements	were	to	be	able	
to	have	better	signage,	faster	broadband	
and	speed	restrictions	on	the	surrounding	
roads.

Industries & Economic Activities2.2.
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Demographics2.3.
The	recent	census	has	indicated	there	are	
294	dwellings	in	the	Oldbury-on-Severn	
Parish	covering	a	population	of	714	people.		
We	sent	out	300	Parish	Plan	Questionnaires	
and	received	154	(52%)	back.

The	number	of	people	&	their	ages	that	
responded	to	the	questionnaire	are	shown	
in	the	chart	below.

Ages of Respondents 
89

105 84

43

26

1314

� Up	to	5	years	 =	14

� 6-11	years	 =	13

� 12-18	years	 =	26

� 19-30	years	 =	43

� 31-50	years	 =	84

� 51-65	years	 =	105

� Over	65	 =	89

For	the	plan	to	be	successful	it	now	requires	
more	involvement	from	Parishioners	to	
produce	more	detail	around	the	framework	
which	has	been	produced.		See	Action	Plan	
section	5.

The	overwhelming	feelings	from	the	
survey	regarding	Oldbury	Village	and	its’	
surroundings,	was	summed	up	by	a	comment	
from	one	of	the	children	at	the	village	school,	
‘the	worst	thing	about	the	village	is	that	I	
don’t	live	here’!!!	

The	main	questionnaire	comprised	12	
sections,	the	responses	to	these	were	
analysed	carefully	and	categorised	into	7	
headings	:-

�	 Parish	Facilities	
�	 Communication
�	 Community
�	 Security
�	 Environment
�	 Roads	and	Transport
�	 Planning	and	Development

3. Survey Results - Where do we go from here?
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�	 Good	
�	 Adequate
�	 Poor
�	 Don’t	Know

� Parish	Facilities	is	a	wide	ranging	category	as	it	covers	issues	ranging	from	the	suitability	
of	our	Memorial	Hall	and	Pavilion	Facilities	and	the	need	(or	otherwise)	for	a	community	
shop,	to	cycle	tracks	and	footpaths.		See	chart	for	detailed	responses.	

As	you	can	see	from	the	
chart	and	comments	
received	from	yourselves	
a	number	of	facilities	
need	to	be	looked	at.	

NB. The numerical values on the charts refer to the number of respondees.  In some 
cases these are greater than the 154 people that replied as some of them have 
included multiple responses from a household.

Cycle Tracks

Bridle Ways

Pavilion

Children 12-18

Older People

Access to GP/HC

Footpaths

Memorial Hall

Children 0-11

Adult Recreation

Family

Parish Facilities3.1.

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80
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� Memorial Hall/Pavilion: 
Although	the	chart	shows	that	the	majority	of	the	Parishioners	feel	the	facilities	at	both	
the	Memorial	Hall	&	Pavilion	are	good	or	adequate,	these	did	receive	a	large	number	of	
comments	indicating	otherwise.		It	comes	as	no	surprise	that	people	feel	that	the	Memorial	
Hall	is	in	need	of	refurbishment	likewise	the	facilities	at	the	Pavilion	come	under	scrutiny.		
Both	these	Parish	assets	are	the	subject	of	improvement	work	irrespective	of	the	Parish	Plan	
which	in	many	ways	underpins	the	improvement	plans	already	in	existence.		However	some	
fundamental	questions	have	been	posed	by	the	responses	to	the	Questionnaire.		The	major	
one	is	the	possible	integration	of	both	facilities	and	this	will	be	investigated	as	indicated	in	
Section	1,	Parish	Facilities,	of	the	Action	Plan.

� Playing Fields: 
The	Parish	has	a	good	range	of	sporting	facilities,	tennis,	sailing,	cricket,	and	skateboarding	but	
a	notable	absence	is	a	football	pitch.

The	consensus	of	opinion	was	that	the	playing	fields	require	improvement,	particularly	
playground	facilities	with	more	recreational	equipment	for	up	to	11	year	olds.

� Parish facilities all age groups: 
Overall	the	facilities	are	good	but	there	is	a	requirement	to	provide	better	facilities	for	
primary	age	groups,	with	a	notable	absence	being	a	football	pitch.	

� Footpaths Tracks and Bridleways:
Footpaths	and	bridleways	need	improvement	specifically	to	remove	obstructions	and	clear	
rubbish.		Footpaths/cycle	paths	to	Thornbury	were	considered	essential	with	a	number	of	
people	saying	that	footpaths	in	the	village	needed	to	be	extended.

A	feasibility	study	to	decide	the	viability	of	this	will	take	place	as	indicated	in	Section	6,	Roads	
&	Transport,	of	the	Action	Plan.
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� Healthcare: 
Overall	the	facilities	are	good	although	some	people	had	concerns	regarding	getting	
prescriptions.		There	is	a	delivery	service	from	Pharmacies	in	Thornbury	and	can	be	arranged	
with	them.

� Village Shop: 
72%	of	households	who	responded	said	that	they	wanted	a	Village	Shop	selling	local	produce.	
Specifically	around	16%	of	responders	said	they	would	use	the	shop	daily,	51%	said	they	would	
use	it	weekly	and	6%	monthly.		There	was	a	good	response	from	people	willing	to	help	run	it.

However	there	is	some	concern	that	there	is	insufficient	population	to	support	such	a	facility	

� Community Facilities: 
As	you	can	see	from	the	chart	above	it	is	important	we	retain	and	maintain	the	main	Parish	
facilities.	This	will	be	primarily	considered	in	Section	7,	Planning	&	Development,	of	the	Action	
Plan.		Although	a	number	of	issues	such	as	parking	at	the	school	and	pub	and	the	provision	of	
footpaths	will	be	considered	in	Section	6,	Roads	&	Transport,	of	the	Action	Plan.

�	 Important	
�	 Don’t	know	
�	 Not	Important

The Old Village Post Office

School

Church

Library

Pub

Garage

0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140Community Facilities

particularly	where	many	of	the	residents	of	
the	Parish	are	outside	of	the	Village	boundary.	

Suggestions	included	the	compulsory	purchase	
of	the	old	stores	site	or	possibly	use	the	Ship	
public	house	as	a	community	site.	

Overall	there	should	be	a	feasibility	study	to	
determine	the	viability	of	a	Village	shop,	see	
Section	1,	Parish	Facilities,	of	the	Action	plan.
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� The	4Ward	overwhelmingly	is	seen	as	the	main	means	of	communication	within	the	
Parish,	however	well	in	excess	of	80%	said	they	had	or	intended	to	have	internet	access	and	
many	felt	that	there	were	opportunities	to	use	e-mail/website	as	a	means	of	communicating.	
4Ward	is	now	on-line	and	can	be	seen	at:	

http://www.oos4ward.plus.com/4ward/4ward.htm

The	Parish	Council	are	also	trying	to	improve	two	way	communications	and	see	the	
opportunities	presented	by	the	internet	as	key	to	success.	Work	has	already	commenced	
aimed	at	addressing	some	of	the	communications	issues.	The	subject	is	covered	in	Section	2,	
Communication,	of	the	Action	Plan.	

� This	section	of	the	questionnaire	tried	to	establish	a	picture	of	what	issues	parishioners	
have	regarding	things	which	have	a	direct	bearing	on	day	to	day	living.		There	was	a	high	
response	rate	from	the	older	element	of	the	Parish	Population	many	of	whom	were	retired.	
Of	those	still	working	most	worked	within	30	miles	of	Oldbury.		Virtually	all	respondents	said	
that	they	supported	local	business	and	a	similar	amount	felt	that	local	events	were	important	
to	life	in	the	Parish.		It	was	heartening	to	see	that	a	significant	number	of	people	were	
prepared	to	get	involved	in	community	activities.

Communication 

Community  

3.2.

3.3.

Notice Boards

Word of Mouth

Oldbury Website

4Ward Mag

0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140 160

Current Communication Media
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Of	the	issues	which	caused	most	concern,	
surface	water	drainage,	dog	fouling	(on	the	
Severn	Way	in	particular)	signage,	electricity	
supply,	the	effectiveness	of	broadband	and	
the	mobile	phone	network	and	the	need	
for	traffic	calming	were	the	most	frequently	
expressed.

These	are	being	addressed	in	various	
Sections	of	the	Action	Plan.

Unsatisfactory
� Emergency	Services	 =	8

� Mobile	Phone	coverage	 =	82

� Broadband	coverage	 =	83

� TV	coverage	 =	27

� Water	supply	 =	5

� Sewerage	 =	22

� Surface	water	drainage	 =	51

� Electricity	 =	37

� Litter	 	 =	19

� Dog	Fouling	 =	46

� Transport	 =	65

� Signage	 =	22

� Others	 =	32

5

65

22

37

46

27
22

19

51

83

82

8

32
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129

134120

132

82

6940

10
� Plant	trees	 =	69

� Plant	flowers	 =	82

� Preserve	green	spaces	 =	134

� Maintain	footpaths,	bridleways	 =	132

� Maintain	walls,	hedges	 =	120

� Maintain	grass	areas	 =	129

� More	litter	collections	 =	40

� Others	 =	10

� This	section	was	trying	to	establish	what	parishioners	felt	about	security/law	and	order.	
There	is	generally	a	high	level	of	satisfaction	with	the	service	the	Police	supply	locally	&	
parishioners	generally	felt	that	the	Parish	was	a	safe	place	to	live.		A	significant	amount	felt	that	
a	neighbourhood	watch	scheme(s)	would	be	beneficial	and	were	prepared	to	assist	in	setting	
it/them	up.		This	will	be	incorporated	in	the	in	our	Action	Plan	Section	4.

� This	section	of	the	questionnaire	was	trying	to	understand	what	people	felt	would	
improve	the	environment.		Many	of	the	respondents	wanted	to	see	the	Parish	&	it’s	facilities	
maintained	&	in	good	working	order.		They	wanted	green	spaces,	public	footpaths/bridleways	
and	walls	&	hedges	maintained	&	preserved.		These	will	be	incorporated	in	the	actions	for	a	
Community	Action	Group	which	will	be	set	up,	see	Section	3,	Community,	of	the	Action	Plan.	

There	were	many	comments	expressing	concern	
about	flooding	risks	regarding	tidal	flooding	&	the	
adequacy	of	the	Severn	defences	and	fluvial	flooding	
&	the	adequacy	of	the	internal	drainage	network	to	
contend	with	increasing	levels	of	flood	water.	

Security 

Environment 

3.4.

3.5.

Ideas for Improving the Environment
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� These	sections	of	the	questionnaire	sought	to	establish	the	views	of	the	Parishioners	
relating	to	transport	in	general	and	the	Parish	road	infrastructure.

The	responses	to	the	questionnaire	indicate	that	over	90%	of	respondents	have	at	least	one	
car	in	their	household	reflecting	the	fact	that	it	is	very	difficult	to	live	in	the	Parish	without	one.	

58%	of	you	indicated	that	you	would	use	public	transport	if	available	but	not	on	a	frequent	
basis.

When	asked	about	a	new	nuclear	power	
station	43%	of	respondents	said	they	
supported	nuclear	power	but	when	asked	
specifically	about	the	proposals	for	the	new	
facility	at	Shepperdine	support	reduced	to	
29%.		We	now	know	that	the	site	remains	on	
the	list	of	suitable	sites	which	appear	in	the	
National	Policy	Statement.		Whether	or	not	
the	site	should	be	on	the	list	is	not	something	
the	Parish	Plan	can	influence.		The	application	
process	is	in	the	very	early	stages	and	the	

objective	for	the	Parish	will	be	to	minimise	
negative	impacts	of	this	proposal	and	
maximise	the	beneficial	aspects	for	the	good	
of	the	local	and	wider	community	should	
the	application	proceed.		Other	issues	which	
emerged	were	the	opportunity	for	a	Bulk	
Oil	purchasing	scheme	in	the	Parish	and	the	
opportunity	to	have	more	overhead	cabling	
‘underground’.	

See	Section	5,	Environment,	of	the	Action	
Plan.	

Roads and Transport 3.6.

Nuclear power...

Bulk oil scheme

Recycling adequate

Surface flooding

Proposed power...

Electric cables

Tidal flood prevention

0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140

What you thought about Environmental Issues

�	 Yes	
�	 No
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Oldbury	is	served	by	a	very	limited	bus	route	
613	and	there	is	the	School	Bus	which	is	
available	to	the	public	on	school	days	in	term	
time	only.		There	is	also	another	bus	operated	
by	Vale	Link	on	a	Wednesday	only,	which	
anyone	can	use	but	you	must	ring	the	day	
before	to	book.

Realistically,	given	the	low	numbers	of	people	
involved	and	no	guarantee	of	the	numbers	
using	Public	Transport	regularly,	it	is	unlikely	
that	any	company	which	needs	to	make	a	
profit	will	be	willing	to	provide	any	additional	
transport	services.	

There is Community Transport 
available as follows: 

Vale	Link	is	operated	by	Four	Towns	and	Vale	
Link	Community	Transport.		This	service	is	
available	to	those	who	are	either :		Over	60,	
have	Special	Needs,	are	on	benefits	or	have	
access	problems.		Examples	of	use	include:	
medical	appointments,	social	visits,	education,	
shopping	trips	and	special	outings.		They	
also	organise	trips	to	places	of	interest	for	
the	elderly.		There	may	be	a	charge	for	this	
service	according	to	need.

This	is	a	‘ring	and	ride’	service	and	those	
wishing	to	use	it	have	to	register.		This	can	be	
done	by:

Ringing:  0845 0700 707 or writing to: 
Four Towns and Vale Link, Norman 
Scott Park, Coniston Road, Patchway  
BS34 5JR.

� Condition of Roads:	
The	majority	of	respondents	were	happy	
with	the	standard	of	the	roads	in	the	Parish.	
The	2	main	complaints	being	the	continuing	
problem	of	the	sunken	drainage	covers	on	
the	‘Power	Station	Road’	and	following	the	
severity	of	last	winter	the	increase	in	the	
number	of	pot-holes.

Need for Restricted parking

Pavement from bus shelter to Anchor req’d

Bike route to Thornbury req’d

Happy with road repairs

Pavement from Anchor to school req’d

Traffic calming measures req’d

0 20 40 60 80 100 160140120Safety of Roads
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� Safety of Roads:	

The main issues highlighted were:

•	 parking	problems	within	the	village	in	particular	the	Anchor	Bridge	and	the	School.
•	 the	lack	of	pavements	particularly	from	the	Bus	Shelter	to	the	Anchor	and	from	the	

Anchor	to	the	School.
•	 a	requirement	for	a	‘Bike	Route’	to	Thornbury	although	we	did	not	ask	how	often	they	

would	make	use	of	it.	
It	was	also	pointed	out	that	Kington	Lane	already	made	a	suitable	alternative.

� Traffic Calming: 
This	section	of	the	questionnaire	generated	some	interesting	comments.	
68%	of	respondents	felt	that	some	form	of	traffic	calming	measures		
were	necessary.		The	comments	related	to	areas	throughout	the	Parish.	
Eg	the	route	from	The	Sheepwash	through	the	village	over	the	hill	
and	into	Kington	Lane,	Mumbleys	Hill,	Chapel	Road	at	Hope	Farm,	
Westmarsh	Lane	and	the	junction	with	Church	Hill,	and	the	Naite	
crossroads.	

Quite	clearly	there	is	an	issue	to	be	addressed	and	this	is	covered	in	
Section	6,	Roads	&	Transport,	of	the	Action	Plan.

� With	the	National	Planning	Policy	Framework,	South	Gloucestershire	Core	Strategy	and	
the	Localism	Act	coming	into	operation	the	message	is	loud	and	clear	that	Communities	need	
to	have	a	clear	vision	on	how	they	want	their	communities	to	develop	in	the	years	to	come.		
Failure	to	do	this	will	leave	communities	vulnerable	to	unwelcome	development;	we	have	
a	chance	to	influence	the	sort	of	development	which	will	be	permitted	and	to	ensure	that	
decisions	are	taken	at	a	local	level.	

The	Localism	Act	is	designed	to	make	the	planning	system	clearer,	more	democratic,	and	
more	effective.		The	Framework	works	with	the	Localism	Bill	to	put	into	practice	the	Duty	to	
co-operate,	Neighbourhood	Planning	and	other	changes.	

Planning & Development3.7.
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The	questionnaire	requested	that	people	describe	their	attitude	to	development	and	what	
they	saw	as	the	needs/priorities	of	the	community	both	now	and	in	the	future.		A	summary	of	
the	responses	is	shown	in	the	chart	above

55%	of	respondents	expressed	a	view	that	they	wanted	no	further	growth	in	the	village	
&	that	they	liked	it	as	it	was.		However	when	they	considered	the	longer	term	and	the	
sustainability	of	the	community	this	figure	reduced	quite	significantly,	circa	80%	felt	that	growth	
to	sustain	existing	facilities	was	required.		There	was	significant	support	for	some	development	
both	in	the	village	development	area	and	outside	in	the	hamlets.		The	type	of	development	
was	key	to	this	with	homes	for	first	time	buyers	(affordable)	and	homes	for	the	elderly	who	
may	wish	to	downsize	from	their	existing	properties	but	remain	in	the	locality	as	two	of	the	
priorities.	76%	felt	that	the	current	development	boundaries	were	not	logical	and	were	in	
need	of	review.		There	was	also	concern	that	there	is	a	trend	towards	Oldbury	becoming	a	
dormitory	community.	

Community	Development	is	a	key	issue	which	requires	careful	consideration,	none	the	less	a	
plan	is	required	to	ensure	that	the	nature	and	setting	of	the	Parish	is	not	unduly	compromised.	
A	number	of	areas	were	identified	as	not	being	in	keeping	with	the	‘village’,	of	these	the	Old	
Stores	Site	in	Chapel	Road	was	singled	out	for	most	criticism.		This	as	many	will	know	is	a	
long	standing	problem	which	so	far	the	Parish	Council	have	not	been	able	to	resolve.		Efforts	
continue	with	the	Local	Authority	to	try	to	achieve	a	good	outcome	to	this	matter.	

The	Action	Plans	for	addressing	the	development	issues	and	formulating	an	acceptable	and	
workable	plan	are	mapped	out	in	Section	7,	Planning	&	Development,	of	the	Action	Plan.	

Homes for 1st time buyers

Large family homes

Homes for single people

No further growth

Homes for elderly

Small family homes

Affordable homes

0 20 40 60 80 100 140120

Views expressed Regarding 
Development Needs 
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This	report	summarises	many	hours	of	analysis	by	the	Parish	Plan	Committee.		Using	the	
information	provided,	the	Committee	have	tried	to	identify	the	issues	which	need	further	
attention.		Consideration	must	now	be	given	as	to	how	this	work	can	be	taken	forward	
to	complete	the	tasks	identified	in	the	Action	Plan,	Section	5,	which	is	practical	and	will	if	
implemented	achieve	the	objectives	set.		The	actions	identified	require	considerably	more	
input	and	resource	than	the	Committee	alone	can	provide.		To	further	this	initiative	the	
involvement	of	more	Parishioners	is	necessary.

We	hope	a	number	of	Parishioners	will	volunteer	to	assist	in	planning	the	way	forward.	

Conclusion

Action Plan (see pages 15-19 inclusive)

4.

5.
1.0  Parish Facilities

No.
Sub 
Heading

Objectives Actions Who Timescale

1.1 Pavilion	&
Memorial	Hall

To	ensure	the	on-going	
viability	of	one	or	both	
facilities

1.1.1	set	up	working	party		

1.1.2	investigate	the	feasibility	of	
combining	the	Pavilion	&	
Memorial	Hall

1.1.3	if	not	feasible	identify	
works	required	to	ensure	both	
remain	as	viable	units

PPC

P&MHWP

P&MHWP

Short	Term

Med	Term

Med	Term

1.2 Shop To	investigate	the	viability	of	
a	community	shop

1.2.1	set	up	working	party

1.2.2	investigate	the	viability	of	a	
community	shop

1.2.3	if	viable	create	an	action	
plan	of	the	way	forward

PPC

SWP

SWP

Short	Term

Med	term

Med	Term

1.3 School,	
Churches,	Pub,	
Garage

To	ensure	the	ongoing	
viability	of	these	facilities

Will	be	included	in	section	7	
Planning	&	Development
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No.
Sub 
Heading

Objectives Actions Who Timescale

2.1 4ward	mag To	improve	Communication	
in	the	Parish

2.1.1	improve	articles	re	Parish	
activities

2.1.2	make	4ward	mag	available	
on-line

KS

KS

Short	Term

Complete

2.2 Parish	Website To	improve	local	website 2.2.1	expand	website	to	include	
suggestions	from	questionnaire	
returns

2.2.2	create	User	Group	to	
keep	data	up-to-date

2.2.3	educate	Parishioners	re	
website

KS,	

Webmaster

PCC

KS

Med	Term

Med	Term

Med	Term

2.3 E-mail To	improve	communication	
in	the	Parish

2.3.1	collect	e-mail	addresses	of	
Parishioners	wishing	to	receive	
communications

KS,	BT Short	Term

2.4 Notice	Boards To	improve	communication	
in	the	Parish

2.4.1	set	up	working	party

2.4.2	investigate	the	need	for	
further	notice	boards	

2.4.3	if	required	create	an	
action	plan	of	way	forward

PCC

NBWP

NBWP

Short	Term

Med	Term

Med	Term

2.5 Broadband To	improve	internet	access 2.5.1	educate	&	encourage	
Parishioners	to	participate	in	
SGC	survey

PCC Short	Term

2.0  Communication

3.0  Community

No.
Sub 
Heading

Objectives Actions Who Timescale

3.1 Community	
Action	Group

To	ensure	the	Parish	&	it’s	
facilities	are	maintained	&	in	
good	order	

3.1.1	set	up	community	action	
group

3.1.2	identify	tasks	to	be	
performed

3.1.3	create	action	plan

PPC

CAG

CAG

Short	Term

Med	Term

Med	Term

3.2 Signage To	ensure	adequate	signage	
is	in	place	in	the	Parish

3.2.1	set	up	working	party

3.2.2	review	existing	signage	&	
establish	any	new	requirements

3.2.3	review	the	need	for	a	
village	map

3.2.4	create	action	plan

PCC

SgWP

SgWP

SgWP

Short	Term

Med	Term

Short	Term

Med	Term

3.3 Dog	Fouling To	reduce	instances	of	dog	
fouling	in	the	Parish

3.3.1	educate	dog	owners	to	
use	facilities	in	place

3.3.2	increase	signs

3.3.2	install	additional	bins	if	
required

PCC

PC

PC

Short	Term

Short	Term

Med	Term
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No.
Sub 
Heading

Objectives Actions Who Timescale

5.1 Parish	
Environment

To	maintain	&	improve	the	
Parish	Environment	

Will	be	included	in	section	3.1	
Community	Action	Group

5.2 Heating	Oil	
Scheme

To	reduce	oil	costs 5.2.1	Make	Parishioners	aware	
of	the	existing	schemes

PCC Short	Term

5.3 Flood	
Prevention

To	reduce	the	risks	of	
flooding	in	the	Parish

5.3.1	educate	the	Parishioners	
as	to	the	types	of	flooding	ie	
surface	water	&	tidal

5.3.2	set	up	working	party

5.3.3	identify	risks	to	Parish	of	
flooding

5.3.4	create	action	plan	to	
mitigate	those	risks

PCC

PCC

FPWP

FPWP

Med	Term

Med	Term

Long	Term

Long	Term

5.4 Nuclear	
Power	Station

To	ensure	the	Parish	gets	the	
best	out	of	any	new	Nuclear		
Power	Station	

Will	be	dealt	with	as	a	separate	
initiative	when	required

PC On-going

5.5 Electrical	
Cables

To	reduce	the	instances	of	
Electrical	Outages

5.5.1	set	up	a	working	party

5.5.2	investigate	the	possibilities	
of	reducing	the	instances	of	
electrical	outages	eg	cables	
underground

5.5.3	if	any	possibilities	
identified	create	an	action	plan	
of	the	way	forward

PCC

EWP,	ENS

EWP

Long	Term

Long	Term

Long	Term

No.
Sub 
Heading

Objectives Actions Who Timescale

4.1 Neighbourhood	
Watch	Scheme

To	reduce	crime	in	the	Parish 4.1.1	set	up	working	party

4.1.2	investigate	how	many	
schemes	required

4.1.3	identify	parishioners	
willing	to	run	&	participate	in	
schemes

4.1.4	create	schemes	

PCC

NWSWP

NWSWP

NWSWP

Short	Term

Med	Term

Med	Term

Long	Term

5.0  Environment

4.0  Security
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No.
Sub 
Heading

Objectives Actions Who Timescale

6.1 Public	
Transport

To	ensure	that	the	current	
services	are	supported

6.1.1	publish	details	of	services	
available

PPC Short	Term

6.2 Roads To	ensure	that	the	local	
roads	are	safe	&	in	good	
order

6.2.1	set	up	a	Working	Party

6.2.2	create	an	action	plan	of	
the	way	forward

PPC

RWP

Med	Term

Med	Term

6.3 Footpaths To	ensure	the	safety	of	
pedestrians

6.3.1	set	up	a	Working	Party

6.3.2	investigate	the	need	for	
additional	footpaths	in	the	
Parish

6.3.2	if	required	create	an	
action	plan	of	the	way	forward

PCC

FWP

FWP

Med	Term

Long	Term

Long	Term

6.4 Parking To	ensure	there	are	safe	&	
adequate	parking	facilities	

6.4.1	set	up	a	Working	Party

6.4.2	investigate	the	need	for	
additional	parking	in	the	Parish

6.4.3	if	required	create	an	
action	plan	of	the	way	forward

PCC

PWP

PWP

Med	Term

Med	Term

Med	Term

6.0  Roads & Transport

7.0  Planning & Development

No.
Sub 
Heading

Objectives Actions Who Timescale

7.1 People To	understand	the	
requirements	of	the	Parish	
regarding	any	housing	
development	

7.1.1	hold	a	Community	event	
to	discuss	the	findings	of	the	
Parish	Plan	

7.1.2	set	up	a	Working	Party		

7.1.3	identify	the	housing	
requirements	for	the	Parish

7.1.4	ratify	any	proposed	
housing	requirements	with	the	
Parish	&	Parish	Council

PPC

PCC

DWP

DWP

Short	Term

Short	Term

Med	Term

Med	Term

7.2 Plan	 To	create	a	Design	
Statement	for	the	Parish	

7.2.1	create	an	action	plan	of	
the	way	forward

7.2.2	get	Village	Design	
Statement	agreed	by	SGC

DWP

DWP,	SGC

Med	Term

Med	Term
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CAG Community Action Group
BT   Barry Turner
DWP Development Working Party
ENS Electrical Network’s Supplier
EWP  Electrical Working Party
FWP Footpaths Working Party
FPWP Flood Prevention Working Party
KS   Keith Sullivan 
NBWP Notice Board Working Party
NWSWP Neighbourhood Watch Scheme Working Party
PC    Parish Council
PCC Parish Plan Committee
PWP Parking Working Party
P&MHWP Pavilion & Memorial Hall Working Party
RWP Roads Working Party
SGC South Gloucestershire Council
SWP Shop Working Party
SgWP Signage Working Party

GLOSSARY
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Alan Coles  01454 419458
Peter Everton  01454 413633 
Paul Feltham  01454 414910
Sarah Hayden  01454 413945
Peter Orford  01454 415346
Paul Pitfield  01454 411978 
Rachel Pitfield  01454 411978 
Jane Perkins  01454 414570 
Keith Sullivan  01454 417865 
Barry Turner  01454 413551

http://www.oldburyonsevern.org.uk

Notes

Contact Information
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Oldbury Parish Plan 2012 report and action plan
Designed by Océ Creatives - Patchway, Bristol

This Community led Plan has been produced for the Parish of 
Oldbury on Severn by the Parish Plan Steering Group 

It is the result of consultation with and surveys of the views 
and aspirations of those who live and work in the Parish. It 
incorporates an Action Plan intended to pave the way for these 
aspirations & preferences to be met.

Oldbury on Severn
Parish Plan 2012



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Neighbourhood Plan for Oldbury 
 

Since a Housing Needs Survey was undertaken in 2009 it has 

been recognised that Oldbury is in need of some 

modest/affordable development to provide accommodation for 

younger people and the older generation wishing to downsize 

but stay in the local vicinity. The 2010 Parish Plan reinforced this 

and there is more recent evidence confirming this need . 

Previous attempts to address this have not succeeded largely 

due to the fact that the Parish generally is in the flood plain and 

National Planning Policy discourages development due to the 

risk of flooding . 

After much discussion with the flood risk management agencies 

it has been agreed that as Oldbury does have defences against 

flooding a flood risk assessment should be undertaken. This 

assessment which it is expected will have been completed early 

in 2017 will provide information which will help determine suitable potential development 

locations. It is hoped this will help provide the way forward to achieving some modest development 

in the Parish . 

To enable this, Oldbury on Severn Parish Council has decided to produce a Neighbourhood 

Development Plan(NDP), this is in accord with the Localism Act 2011. 

The NDP will have statutory weight and become part of the SGC Local Plan. It will be the basis on 

which future development and growth in the Parish is managed , and will give people the 

opportunity shape where that development will go and what it will look like. 

It is important that the whole community contribute to what policies are included in the Plan, 

however:- 

 Neighbourhood planning policies only influence development that requires a planning application. 

You cannot have planning policies on issues that fall outside of the scope of planning control. 
 

It must be stressed that the policies produced cannot block development that is already part of the 

Local Plan and must conform to Local Plan Policies 

 
. 

The Parish Council are establishing a Working Group to prepare the plan comprising Councillors and 

members of the community . 

It is important that the whole community have the opportunity to participate in this initiative, 

information will need to be communicated and feedback received . Over the coming months 

parishioners will be consulted on what should be included in the plan . This will be an iterative 

process leading to independent examination to approve the ’soundness’ of the plan and a local 

referendum to agree it . 

Whilst it is understood that not all residents have e-mail it would be very useful if those who have 

and have not already subscribed to the Parish Council mailing list do so. 

Please e-mail your name and contact details to info@oldburyonsevern.org.uk If you have any 

questions about the plan please send them to this address and someone will get back to you. 

Attachment 2 Text of a 4WARD 

article introducing the intention to 

develop a NDP 



 

Attachment 2a - First NDP Questionnaire 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Par sh oner 
 

Th s book et conta ns nformat on about a new n t at ve to he p deve op our Par sh n a way that you w  f nd 

benef c a . It s ca ed a Ne ghbourhood Deve opment P an. The team deve op ng th s  ead by Barry Turner  

rea y want your nput  so p ease he p them by f ng out the quest onna re. 
 

There s a so the opportun ty to jo n th s team  f you want to take part n the deve opment of the p an p ease 

contact Barry or myse f. 
 

Th s may appear as a fo ow on from the Par sh P an  and ndeed n some ways t s. However t concentrates 

on p ann ng ssues and  once approved  has much more “c out” w th SGC and Government than any prev ous 

work. 
 

Ke th Su van 
 

Cha r OPC 
 
 
 

Oldbury on Severn Neighbourhood Plan 
 

Have your say about the future of our Parish 
 

What is Neighbourhood Planning? 
 

The Ne ghbourhood P ann ng (Genera )Regu at ons 2012 came nto force on the 6  Apr  2012. These 

regu at ons prov de for oca  commun t es to be ab e to produce Ne ghbourhood P ans (NDP) for the r oca  

area  putt ng n p ace p ann ng po c es for the future deve opment and growth of the ne ghbourhood. These 

po c es have mater a  we ght when P ann ng dec s ons are be ng made  they can he p to res st unwanted 

deve opment and a so to promote the type of deve opment the commun ty w shes to see. Once a NDP has 

passed ndependent exam nat on to ensure t conforms w th Nat ona  Po cy and does not contrad ct po c es 

n the Loca  P an a commun ty referendum w  be organ sed. If more than 50% of the votes are n favour of 

adopt ng the NDP t w  become part of the Loca  P an for p ann ng re ated matters and w  have the same 

ega  status. 
 

Th s survey w  be 
 

d str buted to a  househo ds n O dbury Par sh to seek the v ews  comments and suggest ons of res dents on 

a range of oca  ssues. 
 

Feedback rece ved w  be used to steer the preparat on of the O dbury Ne ghbourhood P an  wh ch s 

ntended to gu de the future deve opment of the par sh. Th s survey asks your v ews on these ssues More 

deta s about the ne ghbourhood p an can be found on the Par sh Counc s webs te 

www.o dburyonsevern.org.uk or by contact ng the Ne ghbourhood P an Secretary on 01454 413551. 
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Par sh oners both young and o der are we come to share the r v ews. We have posted one survey 

quest onna re w th a rep y pa d enve ope to each househo d, but f other members of your househo d 

want to respond separate y, we can prov de add t ona  cop es – p ease get n touch, or down oad the form 

from the Par sh Counc  webs te. f you prefer to comp ete the survey on your computer or down oad 

from the Par sh Counc  webs te www.oldburyonsevern.org.uk      and you can e-ma  to 

oldburyndp2017@gmail.com once comp eted. 
 

Please return your completed survey no later than Friday 21  April 
 

All returned surveys will be entered into a draw and the winner will receive a meal for two at 
 

The Anchor Oldbury 
 

All personal information collected from this questionnaire is confidential, your name and contact 

details will not be shared with any other body and will only be used to communicate with you as 

this project proceeds 
 

Your responses w  be ana ysed and w  he p form an up-to-date p cture on what the commun ty as a who e 

fee  about susta nab e and modest deve opment part cu ar y w th n the current deve opment boundary but 

a so adjacent to t. Th s nformat on w  be used n conjunct on w th the Strateg c F ood R sk Assessment to 

draft a P an Proposa  wh ch w  be the subject of commun ty consu tat on. 
 

Fo ow ng th s the proposa s w  be rev ewed  amended as seen appropr ate to take nto account commun ty 

v ews and subm tted to the Loca  P ann ng Author ty for nspect on pr or to be ng subm tted for Independent 

Exam nat on. 
 

YOUR VIEWS COUNT, we are planning the future development of our community 

for the next 20 years 
 
 
 
 
 

1-Surname of Person Completing this survey :- 

 
 
 
 
 

2-Address :- 
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Communications 
 
 

3 - Please give numbers in this household in the following age groups :- 

 
 
 

0-4 years 5-9 years 10 -15 years 

 
 
 

16-24 years 25-44years 45-64years 

 
 
 

65-74 years 75+ years 

 
 
 
 

4 – Are there any improvements you would like to see to the 4WARD magazine ? 

 

Yes No 

 
If yes please specify :- 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 - How frequently do you view the Parish website(http://oldburyonsevern.org.uk)? 

 

Daily Weekly Monthly Less than monthly Never 

 

6 – If you use the website, what do you use it for ? 

 

Activities Information Village News 

 

Notices of Meetings Parish Council Minutes 

 
Other please specify :- 

 

 



   

  

7 – If you currently use the website , what improvements would you like to see ? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8 – If you don’t currently use it , it would help if you tell us why not :- 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9 – The Parish Council would like to use e-email to communicate important 

information to you. Would you like to receive community communications via e-

mail? 

 

Yes No 

 
 
 

If yes please provide you e-mail address :- 
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Community 
 
 

10 – Do you work from home? 

 

Yes No 

 

11 - What facilities could the Parish provide to support more local business? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12 – Is additional Parking needed within the village? 

 

Yes No 

 

If yes n please use the box below to express your views :- 
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Planning and Development 
 
 

In this section please think about how you would like to see Oldbury in 10-20 years’ time from A 

Planning and Development perspective. 
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Planning and Development 
 
 
 

13 – What do you think about building homes ?While building homes secures funding for 

future facilities , it also helps to address the need for affordable homes .Affordable 

homes are defined as social rent , shared ownership and other forms of tenure for 

eligible households. Affordable homes help young families, ’keyworkers’(such as nurses, 

police and teachers) as well as older people to live in the community of their choice . 

How important do you view this ? 

 

Very Important Quite Important 

 
 

Quite unimportant Very unimportant 

 
 

14 - How important is it that ‘young people and key workers’ can afford to live in 

the Parish ?. 

Very Important Quite Important 

 
 

Quite unimportant Very unimportant 

 
 

15 – How important is it that existing older people can continue living in the 

Parish by ‘downsizing’ ? 

 
 

Very Important Quite Important 

 

Quite unimportant Very unimportant 

 

16 – The demand for affordable homes is increasing , while the available stock 

has declined (falling by 16% from 5.85million in 1991 to 4.9million today). 

Therefore :- 

 

 The backlog on waiting lists is growing! 

 Short-term need has risen due to the recession! 

 Long-term need will continue to be strong! 

 

How do you feel about the following statement “Oldbury will need more homes 

by 2036” 

 

Very Important Quite Important 

 
 

Quite unimportant Very unimportant 
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17 – If houses are built in Oldbury on Severn Parish over the next twenty years 

which type of housing would you approve or disapprove of ? Please tick one 

box per row. 

 

Strongly Approve Disapprove Strongly Don’t Know 

Approve                                                                    Disapprove 

Smaller Homes 

(1-2 Beds) 

Larger Family 

Homes (+Beds) 

Open Market 

Homes (on sale 

to anyone) 

Affordable 

Homes 

Homes to Rent 

(to anyone) 

Homes to rent 

(to people in 

the Parish 

Retirement / 

Sheltered 

Homes 

 
 
 
 

18 – Thinking about the possible number of new homes (irrespective of their 

type) in Oldbury for the next 20 years , which of these do you think is most 

appropriate for our Parish ? 

 

For guidance there are currently 310 dwellings in the Parish . Please tick one 

box 

 

None 

 

1-15 (up to 5% growth) 

 

16 -30 (between 5 and 10% growth) 

 

35-60 (between 10 to 20% growth) 
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Needed within the settlement  
to sustain the community/meet 

employment needs . 

 

 

 

19 – Do you agree or disagree with the following statements ? 

 

Strongly Approve Disapprove Strongly Don’t Know 

Approve                                                                Disapprove 

We should 

preserve our 

Surrounding 

landscape 

We should avoid 

developments that 

spoil the look of 

the rural setting 

Sufficient 

Infrastructure 

would need to be 

in place to support 

new Housing 

Any new Housing 

should respect the 

existing style and 

character of the 

Parish 

It is not desirable 

to have any new 

development on 

the settlement 

boundary 

 
 
 
 

20 – How would you describe your attitude to commercial development that 

may provide local employment e.g. offices , light industrial units or shops. 

 

Yes No 

 
 
 

Needed outside the 

settlement to sustain the 

community/meet employment 

needs 

No further commercial 

facilities are required 

 
 
 
 

21 – If yes , which of the following do you see as appropriate development for 

Oldbury Parish ? Please tick all that apply overleaf 
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Warehouse and Distribution Premises 

 

Light Industrial Units 

 

` General Office/Commercial Premises 

 

Business Start-up Premises 

 

Specialist Employment (e.g. Creative and Media / Science/ Marketing 

 

Others (please specify) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22 - Traditionally UK planners have placed employment sites away from homes. 

However, it has been proven that a mix of both businesses’ and homes ensures 

that streets are lively throughout the day. Housbound residentsfeel less isolated 

and businesses and homes are less likely to suffer from crime e.g. vandalism 

and burglary. If there is employment development in Oldbury Parish , which of 

these would you prefer to see ? 

 

Please tick one box per row :- 

 

Away from Mixed with new Alongside existing 

existing                      homes                   employment 

development 

Small – less than 

10 employees 

Medium – 10-50 

employees 

Large – 50+ 

employees 
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23 – Are there any particular areas within the Parish you think are suitable for 

commercial development ? 

 

Please specify :- 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24 Are there any particular areas within the parish that you think should be 

developed for sport or play in addition to the existing facilities at the Westmarsh 

Playing Fields ? 

 

Please specify:- 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

25 - Are there any particular areas within the Parish you feel should be 

protected as Green Spaces ? 

 

Please specify:- 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

26 - Are there any particular areas within the Parish you think require traffic 

calming ? 

 

Please specify :- 

 

 



 

Your space for anything you wish to add 
 
 

27 – If there is anything else that you would like to add that has not already 

been covered please outline below :- 
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Your comments continued :- 
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Useful Information 

 
 
 

Contact the Parish Council - info@oldburyonsevern.org.uk 
 
 
 

Community Website - http://www.oldburyonsevern.org.uk/ 
 
 
 

Contact the Neighbourhood Development Plan Secretary – 

oldburyndp2017@gmail.com 

 
 
 

South Glos Council Neighbourhood Planning information _ 

http://www.southglos.gov.uk/environment-and-planning/planning/planning-

policy/neighbourhood-planning/neighbourhood-planning 
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Neighbourhood Development Plan Update 

 
The December 4WARD carried an article about the intention to 

produce an Oldbury Neighbourhood Development Plan, this is a 

brief update to keep you informed as to where we are currently . 
 

The Working Group , now known as the Steering Group comprising 

Councillors and members of the Parish Plan Steering Group have 

been working on the preparation of a questionnaire which is 

planned to be circulated to all households towards the end of 

March. This has been made possible by a grant awarded by the 

Department for Communities and Local Government. 
 
From now until completion of the project the Steering Group plan 

subject to availability to meet bi-weekly in the Memorial Hall on 

Tuesday afternoons. In accordance with Parish Council procedures 

an agenda will be posted on the Village Notice Boards which will 

have a Public Forum slot where members of the community can 

raise any issues relating to the Project. Additionally if anyone would like to join the Steering Group they 

should contact the Secretary at oldburyndp2017@gmail.com. 
 

On receipt of the questionnaire we would ask all households to complete and return it in the postage 

paid envelope provided. The more comprehensive the feedback we receive the better we can prepare a 

representative draft plan which will be the subject of further consultation . This will as stated in 

December be an iterative process leading to independent examination to approve the ’soundness’ of 

the plan and a local referendum to agree it. 
 

South Gloucestershire Council is in the process of preparing a local plan which goes forward to 2036. We 

cannot be complacent regarding development .Now more than ever it is important that there is a clear 

understanding of how our community feel the Parish should develop to remain sustainable for the 

future. 
 

All returned questionnaires will be entered into a draw and the lucky winner 

will receive a voucher for a meal for two courtesy of The Anchor, Oldbury. 
 

Barry Turner (secretary to the Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering Group) 

Attachment 2b -Text of an article 

published in 4WARD April 2017 updating  

the Community  regarding the impending 

issue of a questionnaire . 
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NDP Steering Group Report to Parish Council 
 
 
 

This report provides an analysis of the responses to the Oldbury on Severn Neighbourhood 

Development Plan (ONP)questionnaire distributed on the 30th March 2017 with a closing date of the 

21st April, (this was subsequently extended until the 31st April. 95 responses were received which 

represents 30% of the community. There is no distinct pattern to the sources of the responses as 

they come from all over the Parish 8 responses where anonymous . 
 

The questionnaire has attempted to seek responses which will help inform the direction the 

community feel the Parish should take in the preparation of a Neighbourhood Plan and is only the 

first stage in a process which requires further consultation at a number of stages leading to a 

referendum on a plan which has passed independent review by a Planning Inspector . 

 
 
 

Questions 3 to 12 are of a general /sustainability nature and seek to establish a basic profile of the 

community. The responses received have been analysed as follows :- 

 
 
 

Question 3 seeks to understand the 

demographics of the responders and also 

enable comparison with the population 

 
Survey Response Population Distribution 

1% 2% 4%     10% 0-4 
 

overall. Responses to the survey indicated 12% 

that 206 parishioners were represented. 6% 

This compares to parish population of 780                                    23% 

(source 2011 census) , in population 42% 

percentage terms the survey covers 

26.4% of the population. 

 

5to9 

10 to 15 

16 to 24 

25 to 44 

45 to 64 

 
 
 

For comparison purposes Survey v Census. 
 

Population Distribution Comparison 

300 

 
200 

 

Note the census data indicates that 

the distribution is skewed towards an 

ageing population, a trend which can 

be seen when comparing the 2011 
 

100 
 

0 

0-4 5to9 10 to 16 to 25 to 45 to 65-74 75+ 
15       24       44       64 

2011 Census 

ONP Survey 

 

Census with 2001. This is more 

pronounced for Oldbury than for the 

SGC area generally.1 

 
 
 

1 
See www.southglos.gove.uk/census 
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Attachment 3  Analysed Results 

of  the first NDP Questionnaire  



 

Question 4 asked if there were any improvements respondents would like to see to the 4WARD 

magazine. 
 
 

Improvements to 4-WARD Magazine 
 
 

14% 

YES 

NO 

86% 

86% of responses said that No 

improvement was required. 13 

comments were made regarding the 

content/quality and presentation. 

 
 
 
 
 

Question 5 sought to establish how 

frequently the community website was 

viewed . 

 

Frequency of Viewing Parish Website 

0% 0% 

8% Daily 
 

The response is of some concern 38% 

because over 38 % never use it and 54% 

use it less than monthly . The reasons 54% 

for this are varied and explored in more 

detail in questions 6,7 and 8 

Weekly 

Monthly 

Less than monthly 

Never 

 
 
 
 

Use of Website 

6% 

 

24% 
25% 

 

13% 32% 

 
 
 
Activities /info 

Village News 

Notices of Meetings 

Parish Council 

Other Text 

 
 

Question 6 sought to understand 

what users used the website for 

 
 
 
 
 

Question 7 asks for what 

improvements users would like to see. 

More frequent updating was the major 

comment. To get a better understanding 

the 20 text responses received need to 

be read in full . 

 

Website Improvements ? 
 

More frequent 
updates 

Its OK as it is 
 

Better Links 
Required 

Others 
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Reasons for not using Website 
 

Not on Line 
20% 

 
 
 

Don't need 
to use 
20% Others 

19% 

 
 
 

Unaware 
41% 

Question 8 seeks to understand 

the reason why the website is not 

being used . The most significant 

reason given was that people are 

unaware of the sites existence or have 

never thought of using it . 

 
 

The issues relating to the website will be referred to the Communications Working Group for further 

consideration. 

 
 
 

Question 9 sought to establish communications with Parishioners using e-mail. 78% of 

respondents have indicated they wish to be included on the Parish Council circulation list. The 

remainder either did not wish to be contacted or did not have the facilities to receive electronic 

mail. 

 
 
 

Questions 10 and 11 sought to quantify those who work from home and what facilities the 

parish could provide to make working from home more effective and support local business. 

 
 
 

37% of respondents work from 

home and this is probably a 

growing trend 

Working from Home 
 
 
 
 

37% YES 

63% NO 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Support for local Business 

7% 

 
 

42% 
37% 

 

14% 

 

Improved 
Communication 
 

Premises 
 
 

Others 
 
 

Local Bus 

Faster internet and efficient mobile 

phone reception was the dominant 

message. To get a better 

appreciation of the others category 

the detailed Text responses need to 

be read as they are quite diverse. 
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9% 

 

Question 12 asked whether or 

not additional parking is needed 

within the village. The majority said 

no and many expressed their views . 

 
Additional Parking Required within Village 

 

 

There are no surprises emerging 

From the comments made and to get 

a better understanding the full 

content of the written responses is 

necessary 

40% YES 

NO 
60% 

 

Questions 13 to 20 sought to establish the communities attitude to development both residential 

and commercial . The responses to these questions are not in themselves a mandate but serve to 

point the direction which we should consider when drafting the NDP. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Question 13 sought to understand the 

importance parishioners place on the 

Affordable Homes help young families and 
'keyworkers'as well as older people live in the 
community - how important do you view this ? 

3% 
Very Important 

 

provision of affordable homes to help young 

families and keyworkers live in the Parish 

and also older people wishing to stay in the 

community. 

 

49% Quite Important 

39% Quite Unimportant 

Very Important 

 

. 
 

How important is it that 'young people and key 
workers' can afford to live in the Parish? 

 

Question14 sought to establish the 

importance placed on the younger element 

being able to live in the community . 

7% 2% 

Very Important 

Quite Important 

31%  Quite Unimportant 

60% Very Important 
 
 
 
 
 

How important is it that existing older people can 
continue living in the Parish by 'downsizing' 

 

Question 15 sought to establish 

the importance placed on older people 

continuing to be able to live in the 

9% 
7% 

Very Important 
43% Quite Important 

community . 41% Quite Unimportant 

Very Important 
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12% 

How do you feel about the following statement ' 
Oldbury will need more homes by 2036' ? 

Question 16 sought to establish the 4% 
 

opinion of the community regarding the 

need for additional homes over the next 20 

years 

 

Very Important 
15% 

41% Quite Important 

 

40% 
Quite Unimportant 

Very Important 
 
 
 
 
 

Question 17 sought to understand the community view on the types of housing they would 

prefer to see in the Parish . 
 
 

4% 

6% 

Smaller Homes (1-2 beds) 

2% 
Strongly Approve 

Larger Family Homes (4+Beds) 
 

Strongly Approve 
 

 

Approve 
 

50% Disapprove 
38% 

Strongly Disapprove 

 Don’t Know 

8%7% 
Approve 

18% 

33% Disapprove 
 

34% Strongly Disapprove 
 

Don’t Know 
 
 

Open Market Homes (on sale to anyone ) 
 

7% 

Strongly Approve 

17% Approve 

Disapprove 

24% 40% Strongly Disapprove 

Don’t Know 

4% Affordable Homes 

6% 
1% 

Strongly Approve 
 

Approve 
 

38% 51% 
Disapprove 

Strongly Disapprove 
 

Don’t Know 
 
 

Homes to Rent (to anyone ) Homes to Rent ( to people in the Parish) 
 

11% 11% 
 
 
15% 

 

24% 
39% 

 

Strongly Approve 
 

Approve 
 

Disapprove 
 

Strongly Disapprove 
 

Don’t Know 

6% 4% 

8% 
 

34% 
 
 

48% 

 

Strongly Approve 
 

Approve 
 

Disapprove 
 

Strongly Disapprove 
 

Don’t Know 
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Retirement / Sheltered Homes 

(cont’d from page 5) 
10% 

6% 

Strongly Approve 

32% Approve 

11% Disapprove 
 

41% 
Strongly Disapprove 

Don’t Know 

 
 
 
 

The consensus from this analysis supports the development of smaller affordable homes over 

larger open market property. The concept of rented property favours renting to local people from 

within the Parish. 
 

Question 18 sought to determine what the community felt was a reasonable amount of planned 

development over the next 20 years . 
 

The responses indicate a majority of 

respondents wish to see modest 

development of up to 5% although a 

significant percentage feel that more 

dwellings could be accommodated . 

Thinking about the possible number of new homes 
(irrespective of type), which of these do you think is most 

appropriate in the Parish ? 

6% 2% 
 

None 
 

 

Note - Reference to SGC New Home 

statistics indicates that over a ten 

year period 2002/2003 -2012/2013 

there were 55 dwellings completed in 

the Parish. This was a net gain of 47 

0-15 

43% 49% 16-30 

31-50 

due to demolitions. This included , New Build , Conversion and Change of Use. 
 
 
 

Question 19 Sought to establish the 

environmental considerations the 

community would wish to be considered in 

the Planning Context 

 

We should preserve our Surrounding Landscape 

1% Strongly Approve 

21% Approve 

 

We should avoid devlopments that spoil the Rural 
Setting 

1% Strongly Approve 

 Disapprove 
 

78% Strongly Disapprove 
 

Don’t Know 

18% 
Approve  
Disapprove 

81% Strongly Disapprove 

Don’t Know 

  

Sufficient Infrastructure would need tyo be in place 
to support New Housing 

4% 6% 

Strongly Approve 
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15% 47% 
Approve 

28% 
Disapprove 

Strongly Disapprove 

Don’t Know 



cont’d from page 6) 

 
 

Any new housing should respect the existing Style 
and Character of the Parish 

2% 
0% 6% 

Strongly Approve 
 

Approve 

22% 
Disapprove 

70% 
Strongly Disapprove 

 It is not desirable to have any new devlopment on 
the Settlement Boundary 

 
Strongly Approve 

 

Don’t Know 
 

Note At the next stage in the NDP process 

more focus need to be given on what is 

meant by development on the settlement 

boundary . This will become clearer when 

29% 28% 
Approve 

Disapprove 

17% Strongly Disapprove 

13% 13% Don’t Know 

the outcomes of the Strategic Flood Risk Assessment has be published . 
 
 
 

Question 20 sought to understand attitudes to commercial development not for the sake of it 

but to make the community more sustainable . Some respondents found difficulty with this 

question partly due to ambiguity of the question ‘No further commercial Facilities are require -

yes or no ‘ 
 

For the purposes of this analysis the responses to this part of the question have not been included. 

There is however no ambiguity to parts one and two of the question :- 
 

How would you describe your attitude 

to commercial development that may 

provide local employment ? :- 

 

Needed outside the settlement to sustain the 
community/meet employment needs 

 
 
 
 

28% 
  Yes 

No 

72% 
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Question 21 asked respondents to say what types of Development they felt were appropriate:- 
 
 
 
 
R 

e 

s 

p 

o 

n 

d 

e 

n 

t 

s 

60 
 

50 
 

40 
 

30 
 

20 
 

10 
 

0 
 
 
 
Series1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Warehouse 
and 

Distribution 

3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Light 
Industrial 
 

30 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

General 
Office / 

Commercial 

30 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Busines Start 

Up 
 

48 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Specialist 
Employemen Others 

t 

41 12 
 
 
 
 

Question 22 sought to establish that if there is employment development in the Parish which 

of three options were preferred in terms of location within the Parish :- 

 
 

Small - less than 10 employees 
 
 
 

31% 33% 
Away 

Mixed 

36% 
Alongside 

 

Medium - 10 -50 Employees 
 
 
 
 
 

Large - 50+ Employees 
 
 
 

31% 
 

61% 
 

8% 

 

31% 
 

61% 
 

8% 
 

Away 

Mixed 

Alongside 

Away 

Mixed 

Alongside 

 

This question has to be read in 

conjunction with Question 23 which seeks to establish particular areas considered suitable for 

commercial development . 
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There were 33 written responses to Question 23- – Are there any particular areas within the 

Parish you think are suitable for commercial development ? 
 

 

18 

16 

14 

12 

10 

8 

6 

4 

2 

0 

Suggested Sites 
 
   
   

   

   

   

   
   

     
   

         

 17  4  7  5  
 

Power Station Convert Existing Others None 
Road 

 
 

The ‘Power Station Road’ understandably was the view of over 50 % of the responses . Comments 

were variable with the emphasis being on expansion of the existing business facilities . The arterial 

nature of the ‘Power Station Road’ was seen as the best opportunity from a transport and 

residential environmental impact standpoint . The Magnox site was seen as a potential opportunity 

due to the parking facilities and space on the site itself . Additionally the point was made that if the 

NNB proceeds there is a great opportunity for local business to capitalise. There were suggestions 

that existing buildings could be converted for business use , this included the Old Stores Site and 

the Chapel . Conversely there were suggestions that there should be no further commercial 

development given close proximity to Thornbury . 
 

Note :To get a detailed understanding of the comments made the responses need to be read in 

full. 

 
 
 

There were 14 written responses to Question 24. - Are there any particular areas within the 

parish that you think should be developed for sport or play in addition to the existing facilities at 

the Westmarsh Playing Fields ? 
 

Generally the answer was NO although suggestions to increase utilisation and improve facilities 

were received. A small number of respondents wished to see better indoor sporting facilities and 

better facilities at the Primary School . 

 
 
 
Note :To get a detailed understanding of the comments made the responses need to be read in 

full. 
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There were 47 responses to Question 25 - Are there any particular areas within the Parish you 

feel should be protected as Green Spaces ? Some respondents identified more than one area :- 
 

 
 
 

40 
 

30 
 

20 
 

10 
 

0 

Suggested Areas for Protected Green Space 
Status 

 
 

   

   

  

29 
  

11 
 
 6  5  

 

Others Pill/River Bank Playing Fields Toot 
 
 

The ‘Others’ group requires further analysis as the suggestions are quite diverse ranging from 

‘Shepperdine’ to ‘All of it’. 
 

Note :To get a detailed understanding of the comments made the responses need to be read in 

full. Some of the areas identified already enjoy protected status or are Parish Property or have 

been proposed for inclusion on the list of protected sites as a part of the Policy , Sites and Places 

Document currently under examination by a Planning Inspector appointed by the Secretary of 

State as part of the SGC Local Plan. 

 
 
 

Question 26 generated 50 responses - Are there any particular areas within the Parish you 

think require traffic calming ? 

 

Traffic Calming Concerns 
 

16 
14 
12 
10 

8 
6 
4 
2 12 5 
0 

Others            Power 
Station 
Road' 

 
 
 
 
 
 

6 15 
 
Church Hill/ Chapel Road 

School 

 
 
 
 
 
 

12 
 
No/Staus 

Quo 

 

Chapel Road remains thef greatest concern , ‘Others’ represents a diverse selection which includes 

Oldbury Naite and Kington Road amongst others . 24% of respondents however felt that no change 

was necessary and that more traffic calming could spoil the ethos of the Village. 
 
Note :To get a detailed understanding of the comments made the responses need to be read in 

full. 
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Question 27 presents the biggest analytical challenge : If there is anything else that you would like 

to add that has not already been covered please outline below . 
 

Of the 33 respondents some have presented multiple subjects and some have responded here to 

issues dealt with earlier questions or a mixture of both. 
 

Each response has been analysed .In some cases(7) the responses have been added to earlier 

questions. 
 

Note :To get a detailed understanding of the comments made the responses need to be read in 

full. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

R 

e 

s 

p 

o 

n 

s 

e 

s 

 
 
16 

14 

12 

10 

8 

6 

4 

2 

0 

Anything Else That Has Not Already Been Covered 
 

 
   
   

   

   

   
   

       

         
      

 2  6  3  4  15  3  7  
 

Effects of Flood Risk Better use of Old Stores Others Others ( *) Transferred 
Traffic        Managment existing 

buildings 
 
 
 

To summarise the above , the effects of commercial traffic in the Village itself has been expressed 

as a cause for concern. Some respondents seem unaware of the extensive work already done by the 

Parish Council with the Flood Risk Management Agencies on Flood Risk Management despite 

publicity provided in the 4Ward , the Community Website and the Parish Council Meeting Minutes. 

Some respondents felt that there was a good case to utilise existing buildings for development 

although no specific property other than the Old Stores was identified . Again there was concern 

regarding a perceived lack of action on the Old Stores and the opportunities it could present for 

achieving development objectives .Finally the ’Others’ fall into multiple categories and need to be 

read in full . The three responses (*) provide some useful advice/ideas and will need to be 

separately reviewed in detail. The 7 responses transferred to earlier questions can be found in the 

relevant question response file or highlighted in the Question 27 File . 

 
 
 
All responses are presented anonymously although some from their content may be identifiable to 

individuals. 
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Dear …………………………………………….. 
 
As you probably already know a Strategic Flood Risk Assessment(SFRA2) has been 

undertaken of the area adjacent to the existing Oldbury on Severn Settlement 

Boundary . 
 

The purpose of this is to help inform matters relating to potential development and 

flood risk in Oldbury on Severn and to provide evidence to support some modest 

development in line with the findings of the 2012 Parish Plan since confirmed by the 

responses to the Neighbourhood Plan Spring 2017 questionnaire. 
 

The results of the SFRA2 rank the sites in the order of their potential to be granted 

development consent in flood risk terms only . No attempt has yet been made to 

undertake a technical assessment of these sites to take into account a variety of other 

issues such as heritage , landscape , impact on the Green Belt, access etc. 
 

In January 2018 there will be a Public Engagement Event to inform the community of 

the findings so far in the preparation of the Neighbourhood Development Plan(NDP) 

where these details will be made known. 
 

This brief communication is to advise you in advance that a site of which you are the 

landowner is ranked high and could subject to further detailed assessment be found to 

meet the criteria which would make it suitable for development should you be willing 

for this to happen. 
 

Obviously if you are unwilling that is the end of the matter and your site will not be 

assessed any further. 
 

Depending on the responses we receive from landowners and after feedback from the 

community the NDP Working Group will, in conjunction with technical experts , 

undertake an appraisal of options and an assessment of individual sites using a clearly 

identified criteria. 
 
Should you wish to discuss this in greater detail please contact Barry Turner 
 

01454 413551 or e-mail oldburyndp2017@gmail.com 

Attachment 4 Initial advice 

to land owners  

mailto:oldburyndp2017@gmail.com


 

Neighbourhood Plan - Oldbury up to 2036 
 

A public ‘drop in’ event to be held locally is being planned for after Christmas 

and will be publicised in the January 4Ward and elsewhere . The outcome of 

this event will play a major part in drafting the Neighbourhood Plan for 

Oldbury which will be in effect until 2036. 
 

In the spring of 2017 the Neighbourhood Plan Working Group circulated a questionnaire seeking the 

views of the community on a range of issues .The main thrust of this related to modest development 

to satisfy a need which had been identified in a similar exercise for the Parish Plan back in 2012. The 

responses to this have been analysed and an interpretation of the objectives needed to match the 

views of the community from the work done over the last 5 years has been prepared . 
 

The subject of development in and around Oldbury is always viewed against the fact that we are 

sited in an area largely designated as flood zone . Failure to realise some modest development has 

largely been thwarted due to this, particularly because planning decisions are made against a 

background which does not recognise the presence of defences. To clarify the flood risk it is 

necessary to understand the defended position . To this end a proportionate Level 2 Strategic Flood 

Risk Assessment (SFRA2) has been undertaken which addresses this and we now have the final 

report. 
 

The assessment has reviewed the area around the existing settlement boundary in detail and 
provides an in depth picture divided into 14 sectors/sites. Some sites fail due to significantly high 
flood risk or other designations but others have development potential in flood risk terms although 
may have other issues to consider . The main issue will be the selection of sites for new development, 
the SFRA2 provides the information needed to help identify and allocate sites . 
 
Allocating sites is one of the most powerful, but also the most controversial aspect of neighbourhood 
planning. Challenge and controversy can be expected but there are also many benefits, including 
bringing forward sustainable development to meet local needs for the benefit of the community. 
 
Carrying out site assessments will provide the evidence that the sites selected for allocation are the 
most appropriate – that they are in the most sustainable location, they are in conformity with the 
strategic policies of the Local Authority’s Local Plan and that there is a good prospect that they will be 
developed. 
 
At the end of the process we will have a site or sites that we can demonstrate to an examiner has 
been thoroughly and objectively assessed for suitability. We can then allocate the site/s in the 
neighbourhood plan, which establishes the principle for a particular form of development at that 
location. 
 
This process will also allow us to ‘tell the story’ of how the site/s that are chosen for allocation were 

selected, and why others were not. This will help to demonstrate to the community and to 

landowners and developers who may be promoting other sites that are not chosen to be allocated, 

the basis on which the decisions were reached. 
 

The Neighbourhood Plan is at a stage where the information the community has provided and the 

SFRA2 need to be shared with the whole community before these decisions which will impact on our 

Attachment 5 - Website Publicity  

for engagement event  



 

Parish until 2036 are made. This is necessary to provide the opportunity for all members of the 

community to comment on the work done so far before further work is undertaken . 
 

The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group need to know your views as the plan 

is taken forward . 
 

Please do your best to attend , It is essential that we have community backing 

for how the plan develops because on completion and after independent 

examination by a Planning Inspector there will be a community referendum to 

decide whether or not the plan will be adopted . 
 

If you are interested in directly helping in the preparation of the plan please contact the Group 

Secretary, Barry Turner, 01454 413551 or e-mail oldburyndp2017@gmail.com 
 

Thank you 

mailto:oldburyndp2017@gmail.com


Oldbury on Severn Neighbourhood Plan Current Status :- 
 

Timeline - A Brief History (SO FAR) 
2010 Parish Plan Conceived. 

↓ 

2012 Parish Plan Published - This included an action plan with improvement objectives. 

seeking to investigate the viability of a community shop and to understand the 

requirements of the Parish regarding housing development . 

↓ 

2013 Arising from this work the message from the community was that to maintain the 

future vitality of the Parish there was a need to provide specific types of housing.The 

Parish Council entered into discussions with SGC to determine how best some modest 

Development could be achieved.You, the community in the responses to the Parish 

Plan had indicated that there was a local need to provide for smaller households/ 

starter homes (1‐2 bed) and for families (3‐5 bed). This figure includes some affordable 

 
 The SFRA2 is now finalised, it provides an in depth insight into the 

probabilities of flood risk in the area adjacent to the current Village 

Settlement Boundary. 

 
 The feedback from the Community Questionnaire has enabled a draft set of 

objectives to be developed on which will be the foundation of the Plan . These 

objectives are complimentary to the Sustainability Objectives set for South 

Gloucestershire. 

 
 An Application to the Department of Local Government for support funding 

and Technical Support to help take the Plan further forward has been 

successful. 
 

housing which could be delivered through a Rural Exception Scheme. It was felt that this 

amounted to 14 Dwellings over the life of the South Glos Local Plan (up to 2027). 

↓ 

2014/5 South Glos Council South Gloucestershire Council undertook a technical 
assessment and consultation of potential sites around Oldbury village and an analysis of 

the Green Belt and concluded that:- 
 
‘Due to the high risk of flooding and other significant environmental constraints in the 
area opportunities for further development are very limited.’ ‘Due to the constraints it 
may not be possible to deliver as many as 14 new houses. Any new site for residential 
development would require changes to the settlement boundary of Oldbury on Severn 
and to the Green belt.’ 
 
Parish Council in discussion with the Environment Agency regarding Planning Policy 

(decisions assume no defences) agreed that a defended scenario is logical as a basis for 

planning decision making . It was decided to try and get a proportional Strategic Flood 

Risk Assessment (SFRA2) commissioned. 

↓ 

2016 Decision to proceed with SFRA2 agreed between SGC and OPC if funds can be 
found. Funds found, September 2016 Parish Council decide based on the evidence 
that a Neighbourhood Plan     is     needed for the Parish. Grant application for funds 
successfully made, Parish Council make financial contribution to the assessment. 
Steering Group formed . 
↓ 

2017 New questionnaire prepared and circulated to all Parish Households . Responses 

analysed and picture emerging confirming that earlier views on the need for modest 

development in the Parish were still valid . Preparatory work on plan and sustainability 

appraisal undertaken in preparation for a community event 

 

Next Steps :- 
 
Before the Working Group commence any further work it is important that the 

community have the opportunity to see and comment on what has been done so far. 

No irrevocable decisions have yet been made but the next stage involves production of 

detailed polices (based on the draft objectives), the selection of sites with the greatest 

potential for consent for Residential Development and supporting sustainability 

appraisals. 

 
The map overleaf summarises the flood risk findings . The top 6 ranked sites will be 

the subject of further review which will also take into account a variety of other 

planning related issues such as heritage , landscape, impact on the Green belt and 

access . It will also establish availability. This review will be supported by planning 

experts and undertaken in accordance with the National Planning Policy Framework . 

This requires a sequential, risk-based approach to the location of development to be 

applied 

 
The outcome of all this work will take into account the feedback received from this 

engagement event ( January 2018) 

 
 

For more information contact oldburyndp2017@gmail.com 

or visit www.oldburyonsevern.org.uk 

Attachment 5a,   Hand Out supporting 

first Engagement event Jan 2018  

mailto:oldburyndp2017@gmail.com
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Draft Planning Objectives 
 

Housing Objectives 

H1 To decide the number and types(size , price and tenure) of 

new housing required . 

(To provide a range of affordable housing and to provide 

different housing types ) 

H2 To find sites for the new housing 

 

Environment Objectives 

E1 To integrate development into Oldbury such that the look and 

feel of today’s Parish /village is maintained/enhanced 

E2 To minimise the impact of new development on the 

surrounding countryside , environment and ecosystem 

E3 To minimise the effect of flooding and promote good flood risk 

management 

 

Movement and Transport Objectives 

T1 To position development such that current problems with 

congestion, parking and road safety are not exacerbated 

 

Economy Objectives 

EC1 To enhance the prospects for local employment /homeworking 

to reflect changing working patterns 

 

Community Objectives 

C1 To ensure that the whole community benefits from housing and 

other development in the Parish 

C2 To seek means whereby families with strong connections to 

the Parish can be given preferential access to new Housing . 

C3 To ensure community services can be effective and handle the 

probable growth in the population of Oldbury caused by new 

housing 

C4 To ensure the sustainability of Community Services 

 



 



Gazette Article   NDP 12th January 2017 

 

VOLUNTEERS behind a plan that will shape Oldbury-on-Severn over the 

next two decades are calling on residents to have their say. 

A Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) is 

intended to reflect the localised needs and issues 

of residents and set out a vision for the village 

and its future. 

While it cannot block development that is already 

part of South Gloucestershire’s Local Plan, what 

the NDP can do is shape where that development will go and what it will look 

like. 

Public consultation has already taken plan in early stage of the NDP, when it 

was launched as a parish plan in 2010, which resulted in the creation of the 

popular community shop. 

There have been issues, however, in securing permission to create a small 

number of new homes in the village, which would be geared towards younger 

people getting on the property ladder and older people looking to downsize, 

due to the village being on a flood plain. 

But the steering group have since worked with South Gloucestershire Council 

to produce a strategic flood risk assessment, which they have used along with 

the previous input of the public to progress the planning process. 

Once a final draft has been put together, hopefully later in 2018, the plan will 

go out for a local referendum. 

To gauge the public opinion of conclusions drawn thus far by the steering 

group, a public event is being held on Saturday, January 27. 

Taking place at the Memorial Hall, the event will run from 12pm to 6pm, with 

residents invited to drop in and discuss the plan. 

Attachment 5b  Gazette 

Article January 2017 



Barry Turner, chairman of the steering group, said: “It is of utmost importance 

that as many parishioners as possible take part so that we have a good cross-

section of opinion. 



 

Attachment 6 Feedback  
Presentation used at 
January 2018  Engagement 
Day  



 

Pa
ge

2 

We are here  

  

What is Neighbourhood Planning (NDP)  ? 

NDP  provides a powerful set of tools for local people to ensure that they get the 
right types of development for their community where the ambition of the 
neighbourhood is aligned with the strategic needs and priorities of the wider local 
area. 

NDP gives communities direct power to develop a shared vision for their 
neighbourhood and shape the development and growth of their local area, 
by setting  planning policies through  a NDP writing  a set of planning policies that  
are used  in the determination of planning applications . 

The NDP should  address:- 

Support  to the strategic development needs set out in the Local Plan and 
plan positively to support local development.  

A neighbourhood plan can be used to address the development and use of 
land. This is because if successful at examination and referendum the 
neighbourhood plan comes into force as part of the statutory development 
plan. Applications for planning permission must be determined in 
accordance with the development plan, unless material considerations 
indicate otherwise. 
Neighbourhood planning can inspire local people and businesses to 
consider other ways to improve their neighbourhood than through the 
development and use of land. They may identify specific action or policies 
to deliver these improvements.  

A NDP cannot  :- 

block development that is already part of the Local Plan.
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NEIGHBOURHOOD  PLAN 
 

Question :  What is the significance of having a  Neighbourhood 
Plan for Oldbury ? 

Answer:     It is a Document  produced  by the Parish Council  on 
behalf of the community  setting out the type  and size of 
development until  2036. 

It will become  part of the South Gloucestershire  Local Plan and the 
policies contained within it then used in the determination of 
planning applications. 
 

 

We now need your  feedback  - before we move on! 



 

Pa
ge

4 

DEVELOPMENT 
You said  you wanted a maximum  of 30 new houses  built in the 
Parish  over the next 30 years  

You wanted a mix of :- 

Affordable and open Market  homes 

 

Smaller   

 

Larger  -   4  bed,  for  growing families 

 

Rent  and Buy    



 

Pa
ge

5 

49% 

39% 

9% 

3% 

Affordable Homes help young families and 
'keyworkers'as well as older people  live in the 
community  - how important do you view this ?    

Very  Important

Quite Important

Quite Unimportant

Very  Unimportant

60% 

31% 

7% 

2% 

How important is it that  'young people and key workers' 
can afford to live in the Parish?   

Very  Important

Quite Important

Quite Unimportant

Very  Unimportant

43% 

41% 

7% 

9% 

How important is it that existing  older people can 
continue  living in the Parish by 'downsizing'  

Very  Important

Quite Important

Quite Unimportant

Very  Unimportant

41% 

40% 

15% 

4% 

How  do you feel about the following statement   
'Oldbury will need more homes  by 2036'  ? 

Very  Important

Quite Important

Quite Unimportant

Very  Unimportant

Results of Questionnaire Analysis (What you told us from the responses to the  Spring 2017 Questionnaire) 

Of Circa 300 Questionnaires circulated this analysis represents the responses from 100 households,26.4% of the community 
were represented (206  of 780 Parishioners)  
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50% 

38% 

6% 

4% 2% 

Smaller Homes  (1-2 beds) 

Strongly Approve

Approve

Disapprove

Strongly Disapprove

 

7% 

33% 

34% 

18% 

8% 

Larger Family Homes (4+Beds)  

Strongly Approve

Approve

Disapprove

Strongly Disapprove

 

12% 

40% 
24% 

17% 

7% 

Open Market Homes (on sale to anyone ) 

Strongly Approve

Approve

Disapprove

Strongly Disapprove

 

51% 
38% 

6% 

4% 1% 

Affordable Homes  

Strongly Approve

Approve

Disapprove

Strongly Disapprove

 

11% 

39% 

24% 

15% 

11% 

Homes to  Rent (to anyone ) 

Strongly Approve

Approve

Disapprove

Strongly Disapprove

 

34% 

48% 

8% 
6% 4% 

Homes to Rent ( to people in the Parish)  

Strongly Approve

Approve

Disapprove

Strongly Disapprove

 

32% 

41% 

11% 

10% 
6% 

Retirement / Sheltered Homes  

Strongly Approve

Approve

Disapprove

Strongly
Disapprove

 

Responses to the types of Housing 
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2% 

49% 43% 

6% 

Thinking about the possible  number of new homes 
(irrespective of type), which of these  do you think is 

most appropriate in the Parish ?   

None

0-15

16-30

31-60

78% 

21% 

1% 

We should preserve  our Surrounding Landscape  

Strongly Approve

Approve

Disapprove

Strongly Disapprove

 

81% 

18% 

1% 

We should avoid developments  that spoil the Rural 
Setting   

Strongly Approve

Approve

Disapprove

Strongly Disapprove

 

70% 

22% 

2% 0% 

6% 

Any new housing  should respect the existing  Style and 
Character of the Parish  

Strongly Approve

Approve

Disapprove

Strongly Disapprove

 

Results of Questions  
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Constraints and Requirements 

The Plan has to conform to the policies  of the Local Plan  and the National Planning Policy 
Framework. 

The selection of sites for Development  involves applying a strict set of criteria  to the 
assessment of each potential site. It is one of the most controversial  aspects of  
Neighbourhood Planning but provides the opportunity  to put forward sustainable 
development to meet local needs. 
 

In the case of Oldbury the first consideration is flood risk  and to this end  the Strategic 
Flood Risk Assessment provides information which enables a sequential approach  to 
selection to ensure as far as is reasonably  possible that sites  selected are at the lowest 
risk of flooding (whatever the source) 

A technical assessment of the  most suitable sites  from a flood risk perspective  will then  
consider a variety of other issues  such as heritage (listed buildings and monuments),
landscape, impact on  the Green Belt  , access etc. 

Whether or not  the most suitable sites  are  available for consideration of development is 
of course a key question!  

This work will be facilitated with expert Technical Support  
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Green Belt Constraints 
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Constraints other than Green Belt 
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Probability  of Tidal Flooding  -  one in 200 in any given year 

This information taken from SGC website  
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Composite  Site Analysis 

Sites with Potential 
 

Legend and Abbreviations 

SFRA2  Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (Level2),  
 NPPF    - National Planning Policy Framework , 

 EA - Environment Agency ,  
SGC  South Glos Council,  
RSA      Rural Sites Assessment  

 

These sites have been independently 
assessed as those having the best 
chance of passing the 
Sequential/Exception Tests the NPPF 
Instructs(Flood Risk). The RSA Issues 
still need to be addressed but are 
more subjective

Source  Subject 
Clock Map Site Number 1 2 7 8 9 13

SFRA2 Rank Order (Lowest Number = highest suitability) 6 2 5 1 3 4
SFRA2 Floodwater risk % of  Site affected

Max Depth in Metres

0
0

0
0

0
0

0
0

0
0

0
0

SFRA2

1in 200 Year 
Event

Defended Tidal Risk % of site affected
Max Depth in Metres(including climate 

change) 

77
2.5

0
0

43
3.0

0
0

22
2.5

84
2.5

SFRA2
Penstock 

Defended Residual Risk % of site affected

Max Depth in Metres

0
0

0
0

0
0

0
0

0
0

0
0

SFRA2
Pill 
Embankment 

Defended Residual Risk % of site affected

Max Depth in Metres

0
0

0
0

0
0

0
0

0
0

0
0

SFRA2
Power 
Station  

Defended Residual Risk % of site affected

Max Depth in Metres

0
0

0
0

0
0

0
0

0
0

0
0

SFRA2 Surface Water Risk % of site affected 0 0 0 0 0 0

NPPF Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
NPPF Exception Test Required Yes No Yes No Yes Yes 
EA Historic Flooding (HFM) % of site affected 0 0 0 0 0 0
SGC Green Belt Applies No No Yes Yes Yes No
SGC RSA Archaeology Issues Yes Yes Yes No No Yes 
SGC RSA Listed Buildings Register  issues Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
SGC RSA Landscape issues Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
SGC RSA Ecology issues Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
SGC RSA Transport and Access issues Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
SGC RSA  Overall Conclusion  from Rural Sites 

Assessment 

Not
suitable

Not
suitable

Not
suitable

Possibly
suitable

Possibly
suitable

Not
suitable

  Has Potential   Possible Exception 
Site  

 To be Re-assessed  
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Composite  Site Analysis 

Non Conforming  Sites  
 

Legend and Abbreviations 

SFRA2  Strategic Flood Risk Assessment 
(Level2),  
 NPPF    - National Planning Policy Framework , 

 EA - Environment Agency ,  
SGC  South Glos Council,  
RSA      Rural Sites Assessment  

 
These sites have been independently 
assessed. All Sites(except Site 3) 
would   fail the Sequential /Exception 
Tests required to be passed by the 
National Planning Policy Framework, 
(Site 3 is the Toot). 
Information relative to the RSA is 
irrelevant because of the Flood Risk 
issues.  

Source  Subject 
Clock Map Site Number 3 4 5 6 10 11 12 14

SFRA2 Rank Order (Lowest Number = highest suitability) x 9 10 11 x x 8 7
SFRA2 Floodwater risk % of  Site affected

Max Depth in Metres

x
x

4
0.5

11
1.0

34
1.0

x
x

x
x

0
0

0
0

SFRA2

1in 200 Year 
Event

Defended Tidal Risk % of site affected
Max Depth in Metres(including climate 

change) 

x
x

96
4.0

100
2.5

100
4.0

x
x

x
x

100
3.5

97
3.0

SFRA2
Penstock 

x
x

1
1.5

1
0.5

12
1.0

x
x

x
x

1
Very low

0
0

SFRA2
Pill 
Embankment 

x
x

13
1.0

2
0.5

48
1.0

x
x

x
x

8
0.5

8
0.5

SFRA2
Power 
Station  

Max Depth in 
x
x

0
0

0
0

26
Very 
low

x
x

x
x

6
Very low

3
Very low

SFRA2 x 0 1 10 x x 0 0

NPPF Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
NPPF Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
EA x 8 24 39 x x 1 2
SGC No No No Yes Yes No No No
SGC RSA         
SGC RSA         
SGC RSA         
SGC RSA         
SGC RSA         
SGC RSA  Overall Conclusion  from Rural Sites 

  Excluded at         
Screening 
Stage   

 Eliminated due to  
tidal flood risk  
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Draft Plan Objectives For Oldbury :-  
These Objectives  have been derived from the responses  received from the  Spring  
2017 questionnaire and will be used to develop the neighbourhood Plan Policies  

Housing Objectives 
H1 To decide the number and types(size , price and tenure) of new housing required .

(To provide  a  range of affordable housing  and to provide different housing types )
H2 To find  sites for the new housing 

Environment Objectives 
E1
E2 To minimise the impact of new development on the surrounding countryside , environment and ecosystem 
E3 To minimise the effect of flooding and promote  good flood risk management 

Movement and Transport Objectives 
T1 To position development such that current  problems with congestion, parking  and road safety are not exacerbated 

Economy Objectives
EC1 To enhance the prospects for local employment /homeworking to  reflect changing working patterns 

Community Objectives 
C1 To ensure that the whole community benefits from housing and other development in the Parish 
C2 To seek means whereby families with strong connections to the Parish can be given preferential access to new Housing 

.
C3 To ensure community services can be effective and handle the probable growth  in the population  of Oldbury caused by 

new housing 
C4 To ensure the sustainability of  Community Services



 

Pa
ge

16
 

Next Steps , 
What has changed  since 2015 ? 

The New Local Plan (DRAFT)   will require  that non-strategic  smaller scale sources, mainly the villages  need to 
provide for new homes. There is no quota associated with this but it is a major change from  the Core Strategy  .  

The SFRA2  provides new information  regarding the risk of flooding  and flood risk management . 

What is the plan ? 

Using the  information provided by the SFRA2  a full sustainability assessment  of the sites with best potential  
adjacent to the Village Settlement Boundary  will be undertaken. Carrying out a site assessment will provide the 
evidence that the sites selected for allocation are the most appropriate  that they are in the most sustainable location, 

that they will be developed. These will be the sites which are incorporated into the Detailed Draft  Plan for the next 
round of consultation. 

Consideration of other possible sites  remote from  the Village Settlement boundary may need to be considered 
(subject to the results of  above).  

It must be remembered that Core Strategy Policy CS 5, Location of Development is clear  in so far as, new 
development will be strictly limited in the open countryside . Policy CS34 seeks to maintain  boundaries defined on 
the Policies Map around Rural Settlements until they are reviewed either through a Neighbourhood Plan or the New 
Local Plan. 
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We need to know  :- 

Does the community broadly agree with  what  is being done ? 
Are the Plan Objectives right ? 
Does the community feel that Development which could amount to 25 
dwellings by 2036 should be sited in :- 

                                                                                                               

oOne Site ? 
oSpread across Multiple Sites ? 
oKept adjacent to the Settlement Boundary ? 
oConsider other sites in the Parish 

Does anyone wish to join the Steering Group to help facilitate  the  
preparation of the Plan.?



Oldbury on Severn Neighbourhood Plan  - Your feedback (Jan2018) 

 Yes  No  

Do you  broadly agree with  what  is being done ?(please tick )   

Are the Plan Objectives right (please tick )   

Comments  
 
 

 

Do you feel that Development which could amount to 25 dwellings by 2036 should be sited in :- 

 Yes  No  

One Site ?   

Spread across Multiple Sites ?   

Kept adjacent to the Settlement Boundary ?   

Consider other sites in the Parish?   

Comments  
 
 
 

 

Name   

Address  & 
Postcode  
 

 

E-mail ( Please also complete if you wish to 
receive Parish Council information ) 

 

   

Do you wish to join the Working   Group to help facilitate  the  preparation of the Plan.?    Is so please leave details  
Yes No 

  

Attachment 6a  Feedback 

Questionnaire January  2018 

2018Event    



Oldbury on Severn Neighbourhood Plan  - Your Feedback , March 30th 2019 

 

 Yes No  

Do you broadly agree with what is being done ? (please tick)    

Are the Plan Objectives right ?  (please tick )   
Comments  

 

Name   
Address and Post Code  
 

 

E-mail (please also complete if  you wish 
to receive Parish Council information  

 

 

Thank you for completing this information , If you want any further  information  please contact :- 01454413551 or e-mail  oldburyndp2017@gmail.com  

Attachment 7 Feedback Form 

March 2019  Engagement  

mailto:oldburyndp2017@gmail.com


Results from the 30th March 2019 feedback questionnaire. 

20  were completed. 

Opening 2 questions. 

Do you agree with what is being done?      18 said yes, 2 were left blank 

Are the Plan Objectives right?                      18 said yes, 2 were left blank 

A number of people made comments - these have been grouped together where comments are 

similar 

Concerns. 

Parking and road congestion. i.e. concern over increased traffic along Camp Road/West End Lane 

(was one/two parking spaces on drives enough?) This was a concern for 3 people. 

Increased traffic on Church Hill/Road was mentioned by 2 people, of which one person said the 

development on Church Hill should not go ahead. 

The need to prevent developers re-applying for planning permission making the houses bigger was 

made by 2 people. 

There is no need for ‘retirement homes’ but the village needs refreshing with younger people. 

Other comments 

‘Well thought out’ - 5 comments. 

Well-presented display - 5 comments. 

Sensible balance on small/medium size houses was made by 3 people. 

Meets objectives for young people to stay in the village. 

Parking well thought out. 

Houses for older people need bigger rooms and they might need more than two bedrooms. 

 

 

 

Attachment 7a  Summary  

of feedback results from 

March 2019 engagement  




