
 

HIGHWAYS ACT 1980  

SOUTH GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNCIL 
(FOOTPATH OAY 58 (PART) CARRIED BY THE FOOTBRIDGE OVER RAILWAY LINE 

BETWEEN ASH LANE AND CATTYBROOK BRICKWORKS, ALMONDSBURY)  

PUBLIC PATH DIVERSION ORDER 2021 

E X P L A N A T O R Y  S T A T E M E N T 

THIS STATEMENT DOES NOT FORM PART OF THE ORDER 

 

Under the Highways Act 1980, county and district councils have the power to make orders to 

create, extinguish (close) or divert public rights of way. A notice that such an order has been 

made has to be advertised on the site of the path in question and in the local press. This 

provides an opportunity for objections or representations to be made to the proposed change. 

The order to divert part of footpath OAY 58, where it crosses the railway line via a footbridge, 

has been made as a result of Network Rail’s electrification works which required the height of 

the bridge to be increased to enable the high voltage power cable to pass safely underneath.  

At the old location, a raised bridge would have required more steps at a steeper gradient, so 

the footbridge has been relocated to the south east.  This has allowed for a wider bridge with 

longer, shallower flights of steps with resting platforms in between, making it easier to use than 

the previous bridge.  

The Council is satisfied that the diversion route will not be substantially less convenient to the 

public in consequence of the diversion as the public should find the new bridge easier to use 

and there should be no adverse effect on land served by the proposed path.   

The effect of the order is to remove the recorded line of OAY 58 where it crosses over the 

railway line (on the alignment of the old bridge) from Ash Lane in a north easterly direction.  

The new route crosses the railway line approximately 32 metres south east of Ash Lane on a 

new bridge. The existing route is shown by a solid black line on the order plan and the diverted 

route by a dashed line.  

The order will come into effect only once it has been confirmed.  Making and advertising the 

order simply provides an opportunity for objections or representations to be made. 

 


