
Application for Modification of the Definitive Map under Section 53(5) of the Wildlife 

and Countryside Act 1981 - Claimed Footpath - Goldney Avenue to London Road, 

Warmley (PT.6613) 

 

Details of Application 

South Gloucestershire Council, the surveying authority for public rights of way in this area, has 

received an application under provisions contained in section 53 of the above Act for the Definitive 

Map (showing public rights of way) to be modified so that the route shown on the attached plan 

is included as a footpath. 

The Public Rights of Way and Commons Registration Sub Committee are under a duty to 
consider all available evidence before deciding whether or not the evidence is sufficient for 
them to decide to make an order to modify the Definitive Map and Statement.  If an Order is 
made it will be advertised and representations and objections can be made within a set time.  If 
no order is made the applicant has opportunity to appeal against this decision. 
 
In this case, the applicant has submitted user evidence and documentary evidence to support 

the application.  

 

Summary of User Evidence 

The claim was accompanied by user evidence forms completed by 32 people supporting the 

application.  This evidence is summarised on the attached bar chart; showing the varying 

lengths of time people say they have used the claimed path over a time period between 1950 

and 2020. 

The claimed route is described by most users as a footpath, with all saying they have used 

the route on foot.  Two users say they have also used the route on a bicycle and two others 

say they have used the route in a car.  The purpose for using the route is reported as being 

for access to shops, school, church, bus stop etc., dog walking, and visiting 

friends/relatives.  The description of the width of the route ranges between 2.5m and 6m.  The 

frequency of use ranges from once a day or more (6 users), 4-5 times a week (6 users), 1-3 

times a week (13 users), to twice a month or less (5 users).  Many users give evidence of a 

gate on the route; some saying 1 gate and others 2. It would appear that at some stage at 

least one gate was locked denying access to the route.  At present, it is not entirely clear at 

what date this occurred. 

 

Summary of Documentary Evidence 

The documents submitted with the application were: - 

1. A conveyance and map dated 1897 from the deeds of 20 London Road which the applicant 
believes shows the alignment of a “right of way” corresponding to part of the claimed route. 

2. A statutory declaration and map dated 1983 which the applicant says shows the claimed 
route. 

3. An aerial photograph dated May 1994 showing the claimed route 
4. Images from Google Streetview dated August 2008 showing the Goldney Avenue end of 

the route and images dated August 2008 and July 2012 showing the London Road end. 
 



General 

In deciding whether or not an order should be made, the Council will take into account any 

evidence submitted relating to the existence and use of the claimed footpath by the 

public.  Sometimes other matters, such as safety, financial considerations, loss of amenity or the 

suitability of the path, are raised by consultees, but these are not relevant for the purposes of 

making a decision in respect of the application. 

Details of this application, together with any supporting evidence and the results of this informal 

consultation, will be reported to the Council's Public Rights of Way and Commons Registration 

Sub Committee.  Any comments/submissions made will form part of the background papers to 

the report and will, along with all other background papers, be available to the public not less than 

ten working days before the date the Sub Committee meets to determine the application. 

The identity of the people making statements in support of the claim, full details of any 

submissions received etc will not be made available for inspection by other people before they 

become background papers.  However, should the Council receive a submission which 

introduces a new element to the claim this will be reported in general terms to the applicant. 

 


