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Filton – Southmead Road – Cycle Improvements – 

Feedback Report 
 

Purpose of the report  

 
The purpose of this report is to feedback the results from the recent consultation on the proposed 
cycle improvements on the B4056 Southmead Road between Charlton Avenue and Filton 
Roundabout. 
 

Background 

 
The coronavirus (COVID-19) crisis has had a terrible impact on the lives and health of many UK 
citizens, as well as severe economic consequences. But changes in how and when we travel has also 
resulted in cleaner air and quieter streets, transforming the environment in many of our towns and 
cities. That is why towns and cities in the UK are proposing and making radical changes to their roads 
to make it attractive for more people to continue making journeys on foot or by bicycle, more often.  
 
The Secretary of State for Transport has stated that the government expects local authorities to make 
significant changes to their road layouts to give more space to cyclists and pedestrians. Such changes 
will help embed altered behaviours and demonstrate the positive effects of active travel. The 
government tasked local authorities to use their powers to quickly implement schemes that will 
capitalise on the increases in active travel and greatly reduced motor vehicle use seen during 
lockdown. This will often provide choice to help people social distance and reduce the risk of virus 
transmission whilst it remains in circulation 
 

Purpose of the scheme 

 
The purpose of this scheme is to provide a better and safer facility for cyclists travelling northeast 
along Southmead Road and therefore encourage sustainable travel. Segregation from motor vehicles 
offers a direct and convenient alternative to motor vehicle use and so can help with the climate 
emergency. 
 

Proposed scheme 

 
The proposed scheme is to provide a cycle facility northbound between Charlton Avenue and Filton 
Roundabout. A combination of kerb segregated cycleway and on carriageway cycle lane will be 
utilised along the length of the scheme and this will require amendments to traffic lanes. At the Golf 
Course Lane junction northeast bound cyclists will have their own dedicated traffic signal separate to 
left turning vehicular traffic. The existing pedestrian crossing facility will also be amended as part of 
these works. 
 
Although no facilities are being proposed for southbound cyclists it is intended that in the future, 
subject to funding, a facility will be provided that complements this scheme. 
 

Consultation 
 
Consultation took place between 16 February 2021 and 9 March 2021.  Details of the proposals 
including a plan and statement of reasons were posted on the South Gloucestershire Council website.  
The Council sent letters advising of the consultation to nearby properties affected by the proposals.  In 

mailto:TransportServices@southglos.gov.uk


Nigel Riglar,  

Director for Environment and Community Services  

Streetcare, Transport and Waste, Design & Operations Team, P O Box 1954, Bristol, BS37 0DD 2 
 

Tel: 01454 868004 E-mail: TransportServices@southglos.gov.uk 

www.southglos.gov.uk 

addition, notices were posted and maintained in the area for the 3 week consultation period.  Local 
members, the parish councils and emergency services, amongst other statutory stakeholders were 
invited by email to view the consultation. 
 

Feedback from the consultation 

 
There were 21 responses to the consultation, one of these included the signatures of 21 individuals 
 
The comments received as part of the consultation have now been reviewed. Common/similar 
comments have been addressed below. The full list of comments received and individual responses 
can be found in appendix A. 
 
Purpose & Location 
 
There have been comments regarding the purpose of the scheme and why this particular area was 
selected. 
 
The Secretary of State for Transport has stated that the government expects local authorities to make 
significant changes to their road layouts to give more space to cyclists and pedestrians. 
 
This scheme is a continuation of the phase 1 COVID response northbound cycle lane scheme that 
terminates at the Filton 20 car park junction; providing a connection to Filton Roundabout. The 
purpose of this is to provide a facility at a busy section of road to encourage further use of sustainable 
transport.  
 
The funding has been granted specifically to provide cycle improvements in this area, they cannot be 
reallocated for any other purpose.  

 
 
Cycleway termination point 
 
Concerns have been raised about finishing the cycleway at the junction with Filton Roundabout. 
 
Additional works at Filton Roundabout were investigated however the changes required were deemed 
to be too far out of the scope and budget of the scheme so the existing facility has been retained.  
 
It is not possible to address all routes at once so an approach has to be taken where the best possible 
scheme is put forward with the funding available. By terminating the scheme as proposed it leaves it 
ready to connect to a future scheme rather than forcing something in that would likely be abortive in 
the future. 
 
Existing cycle facility signage 
 
Concern has also been raised regarding the signage around the existing cycle facilities on Gloucester 
Road North. 
 
The area in question is outside of the scope of this scheme; however, the comments will be passed on 
to the South Gloucestershire Council Assess & Decide team who will consider this issue. 
 
 

What happens now? 
 
Based on the responses received at consultation, the scheme will progress to detailed design, 
including traffic modelling, with construction scheduled to commence in summer 2021. 
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Appendix A 
 

Comments received at Consultation  Officer’s response 
1a Thank you for the email and link to online consultation 

documents regarding the proposed cycle improvements on 
Southmead Road, Filton.  
 
I understand from the Statement of Reasons that “The 
coronavirus (COVID-19) crisis has had a terrible impact on 
the lives and health of many UK citizens, as well as severe 
economic consequences. But changes in how and when we 
travel has also resulted in cleaner air and quieter streets, 
transforming the environment in many of our towns and 
cities. That is why towns and cities in the UK are proposing 
and making radical changes to their roads to make it 
attractive for more people to continue making journeys on 
foot or by bicycle, more often. 
Short term temporary measures have been implemented 
across South Gloucestershire Council whilst longer term 
more permanent measures have been in development. The 
announcement coincided with the release of the Department 
for Transport Local Transport Note (LTN) 1/20 ‘Cycle 
Infrastructure Design’ to which all new Government funded 
highways projects must comply. 
 
Purpose of the scheme 
The purpose of this scheme is to provide a better and safer 
facility for cyclists along Southmead Road and therefore 
encourage sustainable travel. Segregation from motor 
vehicles offers a direct and convenient alternative to motor 
vehicle use and so can help with the climate emergency. 
This scheme will form a continuation of the existing 
northbound cycle facilities on Southmead Road. 
 
Proposed scheme 
The proposed scheme is to provide a cycle facility 
northbound between Charlton Avenue and Filton 
Roundabout. A combination of kerb segregated cycleway 
and on carriageway cycle lane will be utilised along the 
length of the scheme and this will require amendments to 
traffic lanes. At the Golf Course Lane junction northeast 
bound cyclists will have their own dedicated traffic signal 
separate to left turning vehicular traffic. The existing 
pedestrian crossing facilities across Golf Course Lane and 
Southmead Road will also be amended as part of these 
works. 
Although no facilities are being proposed for southbound 
cyclists it is intended that in the future, subject to funding, a 
facility will be provided that complements this scheme. 
This scheme is subject to traffic modelling to ensure that the 
proposed changes will not have a substantially detrimental 
effect on the operation of the signalised junctions within the 
scheme area. Due to current restrictions modelling has not 
been possible to obtain prior to consultation and will be 
sought during/after the consultation period. In advance of 
traffic modelling we are seeking views on the concept of 
these proposals” 
I also understand that the proposed layout is shown on plan 
T413-493-003 and “The following roads are affected by this 
scheme: Southmead Road, Golf Course Lane” 
 

Thanks for your comments. 
 
The amended traffic lanes will be 3m wide and the 
cycleway will have a 50mm angled upstand. 
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Please could you advise the available running width 
remaining on the carriageway and whether there is a 
physical upstand between the proposed cycle lane and 
remaining road width? This is to enable an assessment on 
the impact of the proposals on Abnormal Load movement to 
be made prior to a formal response to consultation, on 
behalf of the Chief Constable.  
 

1b Thanks for your email.  
 
Having raised this with our Force Abnormal Loads Officer, I 
understand that a new entrance for delivering into BAE/ 
Airbus was opened up on the A38 Gloucester Road North 
for all heavy traffic deliveries and there is no longer any 
requirement or access for them on the B4056 Southmead 
Road. 
 
Your clarification of the lane widths and upstand details has 
addressed any concerns.  
 

Thanks for your support. 

2 I welcome the proposed cycling improvements to 
Southmead Road. This section of road is not amenable to 
cycling and a dedicated cycle lane will be a great 
improvement. 
  
I have a small concern for the junction with the Filton 
roundabout: could this lane make it difficult to turn right or 
continue straight on, being harder to access the filter lanes? 
This could be an issue, as cyclists have a less of an 
opportunity to change position. If the lights are green and 
traffic is moving, it’s too late to safely change position at the 
roundabout itself. But I see there is a section of lane without 
kerb that should help with this, if that’s what it is intended 
for.  
  
Overall, this is still a big improvement on the existing road 
layout and look forward to seeing it in place. 
 

Thanks for your support. 
 
There is an existing short stretch of cycle lane 
leading to an advanced stop line at the Filton 
roundabout junction. The kerbed cycle lane will 
terminate shortly before the existing advanced stop 
line allowing its continued use. The section of cycle 
lane referred to is to allow buses to use the existing 
stop.  
 
Additional works at Filton Roundabout were 
investigated however the changes required were 
deemed to be too far out of the scope and budget of 
the scheme so the existing facility has been 
retained. 
 
Improvements at the roundabout will be considered 
in the future subject to funding. 
 

3 Thank you for the opportunity to comment on these 
proposals. 
 
My only comments are: 
a. The cycle lane crossing Golf Course Lane should be 
made much clear. This is necessary in order to alert drivers 
turning left from Southmead Road in to Golf Course Lane 
that they are crossing a 'live' lane of cycles. 
I would suggest a distinct colour surface of road surface 
with cycle symbols to help reinforce the priority for through 
cycle traffic. 
b. The Bus Stop will totally block the cycle lane. 
 

Thanks for your comments. 
 
In the proposed arrangement the cyclists and left 
turning traffic will not be on a green signal at the 
same time and there will be appropriate gaps 
between green signals to ensure there is no conflict. 
 
There is not sufficient space to allow for a separate 
bus layby. The bus stop currently only serves one 
hourly bus service so the frequency of any blockage 
will be minimal. 

4 Hi – just to let you know – I fully support this cycle scheme – 
 
if you can put in a top quality surface that would be great, 
and please make any bollards as hi-viz as possible. Please 
try and test the final layout with local cycling groups, real 
cyclists or cycling advocates if you can, so that it isn’t just 
designed by car drivers. 
 
This scheme will help people cycle to school and to work 
and cut down on car journeys – please put more of these 

Thanks for your support 
 
Surfacing materials and street furniture used will be 
to local and national standards. Various transport 
organisations have been contacted as part of this 
consultation. 

mailto:TransportServices@southglos.gov.uk


Nigel Riglar,  

Director for Environment and Community Services  

Streetcare, Transport and Waste, Design & Operations Team, P O Box 1954, Bristol, BS37 0DD 5 
 

Tel: 01454 868004 E-mail: TransportServices@southglos.gov.uk 

www.southglos.gov.uk 

scheme in place, God knows we need it for the 
environment. 
 

5 I’m at a loss at what this is intended to achieve. Just over 
120m of dedicated off road cycle lane, that has traffic 
control signals halfway along its length that any users will 
likely have to wait at as often as not. It comes from a very 
busy road that has limited cycle lane provision before this 
section and ends at one of N Bristol’s busy roundabouts. 
Most cycle users who get to Charlton lane, and are 
confident enough to cycle onto Filton Roundabout, are 
unlikely to use a dedicated lane for 2 sections of 60m that 
has traffic control in the middle. Most cyclists will probably 
prefer to stay on the road at Golf Course lane where there 
will now be less room for them, and will as a minimum get 
less space, and/or attract abuse from drivers, who think they 
shouldn’t be on the road when there is a cycle lane. I 
suggest the on-road cycle lane would be better staying on 
the main road section and not going up the slip road, as 
then the cyclist only has to wait for oncoming traffic to cross, 
not also wait for traffic on the slip lane. 
Putting in token ‘improvements’ to cycle lanes like this 
actually ends up making the situation worse for the majority 
of cyclists, as it actually reduces the room for them on the 
road, where they will stay when these ‘improvements’ 
actually delay their journey, with no additional benefit. It 
could add value with a little more thought, i.e. keep the lane 
on the main section (as above to minimise traffic signal 
wait) and by expanding the lane an additional 20-30m such 
that the lane actually had an option to stay off-road at the 
roundabout for those turning left (Northbound up the A38) 
where there is currently no facilities for cyclists, either 
markings on the road or off-road facility. Note additional 
room could have been allowed for cyclists to do this when 
the roundabout was majorly re-worked (to advertise 
Airbus?) a few years back, but no thought of cyclists seems 
to have been made when the roundabout works were done. 
 
This just continues the Councils ill thought out cycling 
‘improvements’, with only ever adding facilities where there 
is room to not disturb motorists and minimum cost, with no 
thought of how any other major junction changes could help 
matters for cyclists. The previous Airbus junction just slightly 
further north of Filton roundabout was a glaring example of 
this – after digging up the majority of the central reservation 
and relaying it, they could have narrowed the central 
reservation all the way to the roundabout and had sufficient 
room to greatly improve cycle lanes for those Southbound 
on A38 approaching the roundabout (and possibly 
Northbound leaving the roundabout). But no – the plans as 
they were, cleared many years before the actual work 
started, and changed several times were never re-opened 
for consultation, or given any thoughts to how cyclist 
facilities could have easily been included (not even a cycle 
lane approaching the traffic lights heading northbound). It 
appears the only aim of this junction was to get cars into 
and out of Airbus more easily with no attempt to improve 
cycling facilities. 
Now we have the new metrobus link being put onto the A38 
just southbound of Gypsy Patch lane. I’ve looked recently 
and can find no obvious planning application consultation, 
nor do I have any memory of seeing one.  The work has 

Thanks for your comments. 
 
The proposed cycle facilities are northbound 
between Charlton Avenue and Filton Roundabout, 
circa 270m, allowing safe passage for cyclists on a 
busy, uphill, section of road and through the junction 
with Golf Course Lane. This scheme also ties in to a 
recent scheme that terminates at the junction with 
Filton 20 car park, forming a continuous route to 
Filton Roundabout. 
 
The hold the left arrangement is proposed to 
eliminate the conflict between left turning vehicles 
and cyclists. Having the cycle lane follow the 
straight ahead movement would require the left 
turning traffic to move across the cycle lane to get in 
lane resulting in a potential conflict. 
 
Additional works at Filton Roundabout were 
investigated however the changes required were 
deemed to be too far out of the scope and budget of 
the scheme so the existing facility has been 
retained. 
 
Remainder of comment is outside of the scope of 
this consultation. Historic consultations for other 
schemes can be found at:  
https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/consult.ti  
There is a search function available on this site. 
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been going on for months, meaning through the worst part 
of the year cyclists coming from Gypsy Patch lane  on the 
A38 slip road have to vie with cars on a much reduced 
section of the slip road (thankfully due to Covid this means 
only 2 or 3 cars per trip) and having to pull on to the A38 
dual carriageway where cars are passing at a minimum of 
40mph, in the pitch black with very poor weather conditions. 
This issue has been raised with the council’s transport 
teams (response to RR BUG, Jan 12th - They've spoken to 
the streetworks team though and are going to ask the 
contractor to see what they could do to maybe allow more 
room on the inside lane for the carriageway. As it is, the 
intended diversion for cyclists is to route under the flyover 
and use the shared use path on the other side of the dual 
carriageway. They acknowledge that the signage isn't as 
good as it could be and so the contractor will make it more 
obvious. ) There has been no change to this set-up in the 
last 5 weeks, and no indication I have noticed that cyclists 
are directed to cross under the flyover – although again 
quite a detour to avoid this section, when traffic could have 
been diverted around costa and the slip road left open to 
cyclists and pedestrians – yet again it seems the council’s 
priorities are cars first – see above and countless other 
examples. Or a suggestion, the barriers narrowing the slip 
lane and forcing cyclists into the A38 could be moved over 
2m for the majority of the works, given nothing much appear 
to have been happening along that stretch for quite some 
time now, and moved back out as and when required. 
 
Can I also please request details of the plans for the 
metrobus junction and the consultation, so I can see what 
allowance has been made for cycles at this junction, as 
from what I can tell from the current state it doesn’t look 
promising,  
 

6 I live just off Southmead Road, Filton and either walk or 
drive along this road on a daily basis.  Very few pedestrians 
walk along Southmead Road and since the new cycle track 
has been marked on the carriageway, I have only seen two 
cyclists.  One of the cyclists was travelling south along the 
pavement which is quite legal as the signs allowing this are 
still in place. 
 
It is difficult to understand why South Glos. Council wishes 
to spend money on cycle lanes in Southmead Road when, 
for many years, the combined pavement and cycle track 
adjacent to the BAWA sports field has served everyone 
well. 
 
Please let me know what research has been carried out to 
show any sort of cost/benefit.  How many cyclists use this 
road? how many accidents have there been on the old 
shared combined pavement and cycle track? how many car 
journeys are to be saved by the existence of this new track? 
why is it less dangerous to cyclists to have to share the road 
rather than the pavement? 
 
Just because the government is granting money to the 
Council it doesn't have to be spent - or does it? 
 

Thanks for your comments. 
 
The Secretary of State for Transport has stated that 
the government expects local authorities to make 
significant changes to their road layouts to give 
more space to cyclists and pedestrians. 
 
This scheme is a continuation of the phase 1 
COVID response northbound cycle lane scheme 
that terminates at the Filton 20 car park junction; 
providing a connection to Filton Roundabout. The 
purpose of this is to provide a facility at a busy 
section of road to encourage further use of 
sustainable transport.  
 
There is currently no facility for northbound cyclists 
at this section of Southmead Road, the shared use 
path referenced ends opposite Charborough Road. 
Providing a separate kerbed cycleway provides 
separation between users and therefore decreases 
the likelihood of conflict. 
 
The funding has been granted specifically to provide 
cycle improvements in this area, they cannot be 
reallocated for any other purpose.  
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7 Thank you for your letter of today regarding the subject line. 
 
I am a cyclist myself and always turn right to go past BAWA 
and make my cycle ride towards Henleaze and the Downs. 
Since the temporary cycle lanes were put in (we were 
notified in writing after it was done) and given the 
Coronavirus rules requests we all stay at home, I feel I am 
in a good position to observe cycle traffic and use of the 
lane in place currently. 
 
I can say without doubt, that the lane travelling north 
towards the Filton roundabout is barely used.  There are 
very few cyclist to my eye and so I would question the value 
of making this permanent and presumably at extra cost. 
 
Why is the total cost of implementing this cycle lane both to-
date and with the proposed additions? 
 
Clean air aside, given it is barely used, what is the financial 
justification for implementing a cycle lane travelling up to a 
major roundabout and also towards high motor traffic roads 
that few cyclist will travel on? 
 
If the cycle lane was travelling south and going towards 
greener lands which is less motor traffic dense, it might 
have some merit.  To my mind and from what I have 
observed, I cannot see the financial justification for 
implementation. I think in general terms, it has been 
reported around the country that few of these new cycle 
lanes are being used and the cost to the tax payer has been 
significant.  Many have been taken down and I note in 
Bristol where such lanes exist, again, they are rarely used in 
any volumes. 
 
I would much rather see funds re-directed to road 
improvements by repairing pot holes correctly and repairing 
and laying new roads so that the higher percentage of road 
users (cars, buses, taxis and more) have a strong, stable 
and smooth road to travel on rather than one that ruins 
vehicle wheels and makes it dangerous for those of us that 
do cycle. 
 
So in summary, do the basics and the needs first and only 
then, implement cycle lanes where roads are in a fit and 
proper state and user demand requires such change. 
 
Kind regards and please excuse any typos 

Thanks for your comments. 
 
The Secretary of State for Transport has stated that 
the government expects local authorities to make 
significant changes to their road layouts to give 
more space to cyclists and pedestrians. 
 
This scheme is a continuation of the phase 1 
COVID response northbound cycle lane scheme 
that terminates at the Filton 20 car park junction; 
providing a connection to Filton Roundabout. The 
purpose of this is to provide a facility at a busy 
section of road to encourage further use of 
sustainable transport.  
 
The funding has been granted specifically to provide 
cycle improvements in this area, they cannot be 
reallocated for any other purpose.  
 
The current budget for the scheme is £700,000. 

8 I can appreciate the north bound cycle path is a good idea.  
However I do not think a south bound cycle path is a good 
idea. You need to live on this section of road or just off it to 
appreciate why.  
I live in charlton ave and although I give adequate notice of 
my turning into this road I have to be really aware of cyclists 
not paying attention to my indicators or even the colour of 
the traffic lights. I can be indicating and turning only to find 
they have mounted the pavement charging through red 
lights. If there is a cycle path the south mead road will be 
narrowed. How will this effect traffic turning into the 
Carpark?  It’s narrow enough when lorries are around. 
There are houses along this stretch and they will be turning 
into their drives through a cycle path. I know we all have to 
be aware of cyclists but I’m afraid that some cyclists feel 

Thanks for your support for this scheme. 
 
The southbound facility was investigated but it was 
recognised that it would be more suited to a 
separate scheme, leaving the proposed scheme as 
a continuation of the existing northbound facility. 
If/when funding becomes available for the 
southbound facility it will be subject to a separate 
consultation where there will be an opportunity for 
comments. 
 
This scheme is a continuation of the phase 1 
COVID response northbound cycle lane scheme 
that terminates at the Filton 20 car park junction; 
providing a connection to Filton Roundabout. The 
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that this gives them the right to ignore cars and the Highway 
Code. I feel that this section of cycle path is a waste of 
council resources during this trying time. Money could be 
spent in better ways. Look at the state of footpaths, 
particularly in Charlton Avenue. Pedestrians have to walk on 
the road as the paths are dangerous. We have many elderly 
in the area. If you wish to follow up on my comments please 
e mail me. 
 

purpose of this is to provide a facility at a busy 
section of road to encourage further use of 
sustainable transport.  
 
The funding has been granted specifically to provide 
cycle improvements in this area, they cannot be 
reallocated for any other purpose.  
 

9 I am writing in response to the Consultation on Filton 
Southmead Road Cycle Improvements. 
  
I absolutely welcome changes that make cycling around the 
city easier and safer. This is a key bottleneck for cycle 
commuters coming from West Bristol to the numerous 
employers in Filton and Patchway. I commute by bike on the 
concerned piece of road regularly, and have done for many 
years, and would welcome a segregated cycle lane at this 
location due to the incline resulting in a large speed 
difference between me and motor vehicles. 
  
I do however have one concern. From the plans I see that 
traffic turning into and out of Golf Course Lane crosses the 
path of the cycle lane. This presumably means that the 
traffic signals will be configured so that only one of the 
following traffic flows will have a green traffic signal at any 
one time: 

1.       Cycle lane traffic travelling eastbound in the 
proposed cycle lane 
2.       Motor traffic turning left from Southmead 
Road Eastbound into Golf Course Lane and either: 

a.       all traffic emerging from Golf Course 
Lane 
b.      traffic travelling both ways on 
Southmead Road 

3.       Traffic turning right from Southmead Road 
Westbound into Golf Course Lane 

  
In only one of these situations is the traffic signal in the 
cycle lane green. Currently the dominating traffic signal 
mode is traffic flowing both ways along Southmead Road, 
which includes cyclists travelling eastbound along 
Southmead Road. I am concerned that if the cycle lane is 
not given priority over other traffic signal modes, this will 
actually inhibit cyclists’ journeys compared to the current 
arrangement. Therefore I suggest that this scheme is only 
worthwhile if cycle lane traffic is given priority over, in 
particular, arrangement 2b. 
  
We should be giving those who chose sustainable transport 
priority, including in traffic signalling. 
 

Thanks for your support. 
 
The purpose of the junction arrangement is to 
minimise the potential conflict between motor 
vehicles and cyclists. The exact signal arrangement 
is yet to be decided and the aforementioned traffic 
modelling exercise will help determine this.  As the 
dominant movement is along Southmead Road this 
will be given the most amount of green time in the 
signal cycle; the arrangement allows for traffic going 
through the junction along Southmead Road in both 
directions to run at the same time as the cycle lane. 
It will be the turning movements in/out of Golf 
Course Lane which will hold the cycle lane on a red 
signal.  

10 The proposed left filter/cycle lane at Southmead Road/Golf 
Course Lane is too complicated and will cause more 
accidents than it prevents. I have seen several accidents 
where southwest bound traffic turning right onto Golf Course 
Lane using the filter lane have wrongly assumed they have 
priority and crashed into cars headed North East on 
Southmead Road; imagine the problem for cyclists 
apparently in a "left turn" lane but actually going straight 
ahead. Cyclists need to be either completely off the road or 
clearly using a wider road that has enough room for 

Thanks for your comments. 
 
The purpose of the junction arrangement is to 
minimise the potential conflict between motor 
vehicles and cyclists. The conflict mentioned has 
been considered and holding the right turning traffic 
on a red signal whilst the straight ahead traffic is on 
green will be investigated as part of the traffic 
modelling. 
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passing. These schemes where they are partly off road, or 
worse hopping on and off and using pedestrian crossings, 
cause too much confusion. 
 
Can I suggest just widening the inside lane? 
 
More fundamentally, as things stand anything that 
encourages cyclists to use Filton Concorde Roundabout is 
going to increase the number of accidents. I cycled from 
Lockleaze to Airbus for a couple of years and tried to avoid 
the roundabout at all costs.  
 
Like most multi-lane roundabouts Filton roundabout is 
lethally dangerous for cyclists. Anything other than a simple 
left turn involves crossing in front of traffic at some point. I 
have seen several accidents where cyclists have been hit by 
northbound traffic pulling out of the Gloucester Road 
northbound junction, which has no signal. It is quite 
common for motorists to think the exit has signals, see the 
signals at the next exit and pull out in front of traffic headed 
west from Station Road. The left filter at the Southmead 
Road Eastbound entrance to the roundabout is poorly 
marked. Traffic often goes straight ahead from the inside 
lane, resulting in three cars trying to fit into two lanes. 
Cyclists always have to fight their way across one lane to go 
straight ahead.  
 
Can I suggest the Southmead Road scheme is abandoned 
and the money saved used towards an improved solution 
for the roundabout? I notice that Gloucester Road now has 
traffic light junctions on it at several places. What would the 
impact be of removing Filton roundabout and going to a 
junction? Nobody could pretend that the Filton roundabout is 
a success at rush hour. The roundabout keeps getting more 
lanes but Southmead Road Eastbound and Gloucester 
Road Southbound both regularly queue onto the 
roundabout. It's just a matter of choosing where to park the 
stationary traffic I'm afraid. 
 
Sorry for being negative, I realise there are good intentions 
but this scheme will do more harm than good. 
 

This scheme provides a separate kerbed cycleway 
which provides much greater separation between 
cyclists and motor vehicles.  Wider lanes encourage 
faster vehicle speeds and would retain the conflict 
at the Golf Course Lane junction between cyclists 
going straight ahead and vehicles turning left. 
 
Additional works at Filton Roundabout were 
investigated however the changes required were 
deemed to be too far out of the scope and budget of 
the scheme so the existing facility has been 
retained. It is not possible to address all routes at 
once so an approach has to be taken where the 
best possible scheme is put forward with the 
funding available. By terminating the scheme as 
proposed it leaves it ready to connect to a future 
scheme rather than forcing something in that would 
likely be abortive in the future. 
 
The funding has been granted specifically to provide 
cycle improvements in this area, they cannot be 
reallocated for any other purpose.  
 

11 I have taken note of the Filton - Southmead Road - Cycle 
Improvements consultation. Thank you for taking the time to 
consider this. The improvements and segregated cycle 
lanes will be of great benefit to current users and in 
promoting safer routes for newer cyclists, particularly to the 
proximately of the increased cyclist to and from Southmead 
Hospital. 
 
Could there be a consideration to merge the end of the 
segregated cycle lane onto the pavement as a dropped kerb 
where it comes to an end at the advanced stop line? I'm 
uncertain if the pavement at this location is a shared path? if 
not - a consideration to make this section past the Air 
Balloon PH into a shared path to join the current one just 
passed it would therefore connect all the way to The Mall 
etc. In not doing so would seem like a huge oversight....! 
 
Also, could painted broken white lines denoting a cycle lane 
be painted over the junction to the Filton 20 Car Park? It 
seems strange that considering all the current and proposed 

Thanks for your support. 
 
Additional works at Filton Roundabout were 
investigated however the changes required were 
deemed to be too far out of the scope and budget of 
the scheme so the existing facility has been 
retained. Shared use facilities are not favoured by 
LTN 1/20, particularly adjacent to the highway:  
 
“Shared use routes in streets with high pedestrian 
or cyclist flows should not be used. Instead, in these 
sorts of spaces distinct tracks for cyclists should be 
made, using sloping, pedestrian-friendly kerbs and/ 
or different surfacing” 
 
“Conversion of existing footways to shared use 
should only be considered when options that reuse 
carriageway or other (e.g. verge) space have been 
rejected as unworkable.”  
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infrastructure that this has been missed out. This may give 
motor vehicles enough caution on entering and exiting this 
car park to avoid any accidents or near misses. 
 
Thank you once again 
 

The distance between the junction and the crossing 
mentioned is relatively significant in relation to the 
rest of the scheme and as well as works to the 
length of footway it would also involve significant 
works to the pub entrance/exit, existing bus stop 
and crossing. There is also no guarantee that there 
is sufficient width to achieve this as no there has not 
been any investigation in this area as part of this 
scheme. The extent of these works this would justify 
an entirely separate scheme. 
 
It is not possible to address all routes at once so an 
approach has to be taken where the best possible 
scheme is put forward with the funding available. By 
terminating the scheme as proposed it leaves it 
ready to connect to a future scheme rather than 
forcing something in that would likely be abortive in 
the future. 
 
Lining across the car park junction will be 
considered as part of the detailed design phase. 
 

12 This is in response to the  current consultation: 
 
Whilst all new cycling infrastructure is welcome, it is not at 
all clear why this particular scheme has been selected: 
 
1. The professed aim is to facilitate the passage of cyclists 
northbound to the Filton roundabout: but what are they 
supposed to do when they get there? That roundabout is 
very cycle-unfriendly. So it is odd to improve cycling along 
Southmead Road unless and until cycling around the Filton 
roundabout is also improved. 
 
2.To the south of the project, crossing the county boundary, 
two-way cycling is permitted on the footway on the north 
side of Southmead Rd, despite its narrowness. Would it not 
be more useful to widen the footway all the way north from 
the county boundary so as to permit two-way dual use? 
 
3. Southmead Rd cuts across the county boundary, yet that 
should be irrelevant to cyclists. Any scheme to improve 
cycling along Southmead Rd should extend the whole 
length of the road. What are BCC's plans in this regard? 
 
4. Cycle lanes are most useful where there is likely to be 
waiting traffic. It is therefore acceptable to have a cycle lane 
in one direction, if that is leading up to a junction, but not in 
the other, if that is leading away from a junction. However, 
as most cycle trips involve cycling bout out and back along 
the same road, no new cycling will be encouraged unless 
equivalent improvements are made for southbound cyclists. 

 

Thanks for your comments. 
 
Additional works at Filton Roundabout were 
investigated however the changes required were 
deemed to be too far out of the scope and budget of 
the scheme so the existing facility has been 
retained. It is not possible to address all routes at 
once so an approach has to be taken where the 
best possible scheme is put forward with the 
funding available. By terminating the scheme as 
proposed it leaves it ready to connect to a future 
scheme rather than forcing something in that would 
likely be abortive in the future. 
 
Shared use facilities are not favoured by LTN 1/20, 
particularly adjacent to the highway:  
 
“Shared use routes in streets with high pedestrian 
or cyclist flows should not be used. Instead, in these 
sorts of spaces distinct tracks for cyclists should be 
made, using sloping, pedestrian-friendly kerbs and/ 
or different surfacing” 
 
“Conversion of existing footways to shared use 
should only be considered when options that reuse 
carriageway or other (e.g. verge) space have been 
rejected as unworkable.”  
 
The proposed scheme is located away from the 
county boundary. Please contact Bristol City Council 
if you wish to find out information about any 
proposals in their area. 
 
As referred to in the Statement of Reasons a 
southbound scheme will be considered in the future. 
Priority was given to the northbound facility as it is a 
continuation of a previous scheme and on an uphill 
section of the road.  
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13 I think it will be a great idea as I either have to cycle in the 
traffic which is often feels like going >30mph or go on the 
pavement but then some sections are joint cycle/pedestrian 
pavement and other sections are not so often having to 
switch from pavement to road. 
 

Thanks for your support 

14 , there no issues with coming up the road and turning left it’s 
the straight over turning right that is dangerous – [end of 
comment] 

Thanks for your comments. 
 
The purpose of the junction arrangement is to 
minimise the potential conflict between motor 
vehicles and cyclists. The conflict mentioned has 
been considered and holding the right turning traffic 
on a red signal whilst the straight ahead traffic is on 
green will be investigated as part of the traffic 
modelling. 

15 I am writing to you regarding the current consultation about 
proposed changes to Southmead road to provide cycle 
infrastructure. 
Firstly I must thank you for having a long consultation period 
to allow local residents to respond. I was somewhat 
shocked to return from a two week trip away from my home 
last year to discover the road had changed and discovered 
in talking with a neighbour that they had received notification 
of the work only 1-2 days prior to the work starting.  
My observations on the work done so far on Southmead 
road are that as I sit in my home office looking out my 
window I see very few people using the cycle lane. What I 
do see however is a longer than normal queue of cars 
forming due to the removal of one lane. I am therefore 
dismayed to see the removal of a second lane going straight 
on from the traffic lights. I would also like to highlight of the 
cyclists I do see travelling northbound, many are unable to 
get up the hill on their bikes and therefore dismount and 
push their bikes up the path. 
I am encouraged to see that a dedicated kerb separated 
cycle lane is being provided as I feel this is far more 
appropriate than the usual arrangements of cyclists having 
to cycle in the gutter. As a cyclist myself I rarely use the 
narrow lane at the side of a road as it often contains so 
much rubbish a puncture is inevitable. One thing that I am 
unsure about though is the gap for buses to pull into for the 
bus stop. I can’t imagine cycling up the road on my 
dedicated cycle lane to then have a bus pull into it in front of 
me.  
Of greater concern about Southmead road and the thing 
that puts me off cycling along it even with cycle lanes being 
added is the same thing that makes me uneasy about 
walking along it with my four year old daughter. When there 
isn’t gridlock due to the dwindling number of lanes, cars are 
routinely travelling far above the speed limit, I would 
estimate many being above 50mph and a few even higher. 
Please can someone tell me what is being done about that. 
Has a speed camera been considered or some traffic 
calming measures? 
 

Thanks for your comments. 
 
The Secretary of State for Transport has stated that 
the government expects local authorities to make 
significant changes to their road layouts to give 
more space to cyclists and pedestrians. There is 
insufficient space to provide a new cycle facility and 
retain all existing traffic lanes so changes have to 
be made. 
 
Conflict between cyclists and motor vehicles can 
increase on uphill sections of road as the cyclists 
will often be travelling slower due to the additional 
physical exertion required. Cyclists may feel that 
they wish to avoid the conflict by dismounting and 
pushing along the path but providing a separated 
facility allows a cyclist to travel more slowly if 
needed whilst not feeling like they are affecting the 
general vehicle traffic. 
 
There is insufficient space to allow for a separate 
bus layby. The bus stop currently only serves one 
hourly bus service so the frequency of any blockage 
will be minimal. 
 
This scheme provides a separate kerbed cycleway 
which provides much greater separation between 
cyclists and motor vehicles. Lane width is being 
reduced as part of the scheme which will encourage 
slower speeds.  
 
Speeding and other forms of dangerous driving are 
enforcement issues and are matters for the police. 
 
 

16 Hello - I'd like to send my comments regarding the 
consultation for cycle improvements on Southmead Road. 
 
I think it is excellent that the proposal is for dedicated, 
segregated cycle lanes for cyclist. 
 
I am concerned that at the sections of cycle lane that cross 

Thanks for your support 
 
The bus stop currently only serves one hourly bus 
service so the frequency of any blockage will be 
minimal. There is not sufficient space to allow for a 
separate bus layby or to bring the cyclists out and 
around the stop. 
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the bus stop areas, there is the risk of the cycle lane being 
blocked by buses, which would force cyclist to stop and wait 
behind the bus.  
 
Buses often wait at stops for long periods of time, for 
example, if they are running ahead of their schedule. Cyclist 
would be forced to attempt to rejoin the road in these 
circumstances, which would put them at increased danger 
than if they had stayed on the road for the duration of the 
carriageway. 
 
Perhaps in these sections, the 'non-segregated' cycle lane 
could extend across the entire road, giving cyclist priority to 
overtake waiting buses? 
 
I do think it is disappointing that this proposal only covers a 
short section of road, and does not extend along the whole 
of the road to the shops at Pen Park Road, and to 
Southmead Hospital. 
 
There will be little incentive to take up cycling if for much of 
the journey, cyclists are still forced to use unsafe cycle 
infrastructure. 
 
I can understand that this might have a detrimental impact 
on motor vehicles using the road, but if the aim is to 
improve infrastructure for cycling then this may have to 
come at the expense of infrastructure for motor vehicles. 
 
I think this would be acceptable, given that the Gloucester 
Road runs parallel to Southmead Road and provides a route 
for motor vehicles to access Southmead - it would be 
reasonable to prioritise much more of Southmead Road for 
safe walking and cycling. 
 

 
This scheme is a continuation of the phase 1 
COVID response northbound cycle lane scheme 
that terminates at the Filton 20 car park junction; 
providing a connection to Filton Roundabout.  
 
The junction with Pen Park Road is over 1km away 
from this scheme and is located within Bristol City 
Council area. There would be multiple constraints 
associated with these works, primarily cost and 
available space.  
 
It is not possible to address all routes at once so an 
approach has to be taken where the best possible 
scheme is put forward with the funding available. 
 

17 I would like to make some comments on the proposed cycle 
improvements. First of all, I welcome a scheme that 
prioritises cycling and provides proper segregated facilities. 
Large employers in the area such as Airbus, GKN etc are 
not well served by public transport and by improving active 
mode provision people will have a viable option for 
sustainable travel. 
 
However, I do feel that it is worth remembering that walkers 
outnumber cyclists. The uncontrolled crossing of Golf 
Course Lane remains long. With the junction being 
remodelled as part of this scheme, it really seems like a 
missed opportunity not to include a signalised crossing for 
pedestrians (especially when all the stoplines needed are 
already included in the design). Doing so would improve 
safety, reduce the feeling of severance and improve access 
for pedestrians between residential areas in Southmead and 
the retail park on the other side of the roundabout. 
 

I look forward to seeing this scheme progress.  
 

Thanks for your support. 
 
The crossing at Golf Course Lane was considered, 
however as Golf Course Lane is under private 
ownership, there is insufficient space to allow 
significantly improved crossing facilities to be 
provided as part of this scheme. Amendments to 
the signal timings to aid crossing will be considered 
in the traffic modelling. 
  
The proposed alignment of the crossing has been 
amended to the shortest possible route and tactile 
paving is proposed to make it more suitable for 
those with visual impairments. 

18 I have watched for months the lack of use for the cycle Lane 
(sneaked in during lockdown)  currently running up to the 
top of Southmead road. Rarely have I seen anyone using it. 
They still prefer to use the current pedestrian path. So to 
extend it further and bottleneck one of the busiest 
roundabouts in the area just beggars belief.  I understand 

Thanks for your comments. 
 
The Secretary of State for Transport has stated that 
the government expects local authorities to make 
significant changes to their road layouts to give 
more space to cyclists and pedestrians. 
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safety is paramount but you are not considering all users. 
To willingly bring heavy traffic to a standstill is also 
dangerous.  The proposed area covers the entrances to 
defence companies and business parks linked to 
engineering/manufacturing companies where large vehicles 
are regularly accessing the sites. Once the lockdown is over 
and staff return to offices you will be bringing these 
companies to their knees! And what for exactly, when 
cyclists are using the pedestrian paths as they always have 
done. Please don’t do this.  We already suffer from 
restrictions with access to some of roads around the 
Southmead road area which has driven more traffic onto 
Southmead road - making it more dangerous than before. 
How about taking a better look at the current paths for 
pedestrians and cyclists and actually clearing them up from 
overgrowth so they can be used properly instead? 
 

 
As mentioned in the Statement of Reasons the 
proposals will be modelled to ensure that the 
junctions operate to an acceptable level. 
 
Local businesses have been contacted and invited 
to take part in this consultation. 
 
The funding has been granted specifically to provide 
cycle improvements in this area, they cannot be 
reallocated for any other purpose.  
 

19 I have spoken to a number of residents. I believe no one 
objects to the cycle lane but a number are very concerned 
about the number of cyclist using the pavement to travel 
southbound down Southmead Road. Thus I would like to 
raise the following concerns. 
 
1. Signage – will there be clear signs indicating that cyclists 
should not be travelling southbound on the pavement from 
the Filton Roundabout? 
When Filton College is re-opened and local businesses 
(Including AirBus) return to normal working this will increase 
the existing problem.  
As you may be aware the pavement by the traffic lights at 
the approach to Filton Roundabout is less than 2 metres 
wide and is a blind corner. 
I know when we spoke you said there is, at the moment, 
insufficient money to extend the cycle path along Gloucester 
Road North. I would also like to point out that the first bus 
shelter, after turning left from the Filton Roundabout also 
has a narrow pavement and it is not clear to cyclists that 
they should not be riding on this pavement. People waiting 
for the bus cannot see cyclist coming. 
Where are the signs indicating the end of the cycle lane 
which passes a main entrance to AirBus on the Gloucester 
Road North? 
It is felt if these problems are not addressed a serious 
accident could happen. 
I am sure this scheme is costing a large sum of money to 
safe guard the cyclists, so surely it is just as vital to safe 
guard pedestrians by highlighting the existing restrictions on 
riding on the pavement. 
 
2. Pedestrian flow – we do not agree with the statement that 
the pedestrian flow between golf course lane and the Filton 
Roundabout is low.  
 
I do hope I have clearly set out our concerns.  

Thanks for your comments. 
 
The area in question is outside of the scope of this 
scheme; however, your comments regarding 
signage will be passed to the South Gloucestershire 
Council Assess & Decide team for 
consideration/investigation. 
 
The low flow refers to the expected increase in 
cycle and pedestrian traffic and providing an 
upgraded crossing facility. This section of road is 
considered to have low pedestrian flow, somewhere 
like a high street would be considered to have high 
flow. 

20 I am writing to share my views on the proposed new section 
of cycle path on Southmead road. 
 
I think this is an excellent idea and back it 100%. I am a 
keen cyclist and would like to see more of this throughout 
the North Bristol/South Gloucestershire area as although 
there are already some good existing areas accessible to 
cyclist, they are currently not all joined up. Southmead road 

Thanks for your support. 
 
Whilst South Gloucestershire Council wants to 
promote sustainable travel and enhance facilities for 
cyclists it also maintains a responsibility for all other 
road users. 
 
Traffic modelling is required to ensure that the 
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is particularly narrow between BAWA & the Hospital which 
is enough of a treason for me to avoid completely. 
 
Where more space has already been made on the road 
running past BAWA, where the road narrows it stops. This 
is common throughout the country and not just Bristol and 
can understand why but it is in these areas where the risk to 
cyclists increase due to the narrowing and lack of space on 
the road. 
 
I read in the Filton voice that the scheme is subject to traffic 
modelling to ensure that the proposed changes will not have 
a substantially detrimental effect on signalised junctions. 
Unfortunately I feel this is a somewhat pointless endeavour 
as no amount of modelling will reduce the volume of traffic 
on the road, but moving people out of cars (onto bikes) will, 
which is the whole point of making cycling on the roads 
safer. The driver will still get to their destination quicker, 
drier, safer etc but the cyclist is not afforded the same 
privilege. 
 

impact on the wider network is not at an 
unacceptable level, particularly given the proximity 
of the scheme to strategic roads.  
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