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STATEMENT OF REASONS 
 
 
 

As part of a planned scheme to provide a shared-use path alongside Shortwood Road, creating a 
continuous link between Pucklechurch and Shortwood, South Gloucestershire Council (Streetcare) 
have applied to divert part of public footpath PSN 44 where it crosses a field south of Shortwood 
Road.   The proposal is to divert the path along the new shared-use path and then enter the field 
and follow the western boundary, rather than cutting diagonally across the field, thereby allowing 
better use of the land for the owner/tenant.  
 
With regard to the legal tests to be satisfied under the Act: -  

 

 In the interests of the landowner (who have given their agreement to the application) it is 
expedient that the line of the footpath is diverted to improve land management within the field 
which is currently used as horse paddock. 
 

 The proposed diversion will be substantially as convenient to the public because the 
termination points connect to the same highway and the connection to the wider path network 
will be improved by the new shared-use path.  The existing route from point A to point B 
measures approximately 230 metres whereas the proposed route along the shared-use path 
and through the field will be 304 metres.  
 

 It is expedient to confirm the order having regard to the effect it will have on public enjoyment 
of the route, as they will benefit from a surfaced shared-use path alongside Shortwood Road 
where there has previously not been any provision for pedestrians and the route through the 
field will be unhindered by any temporary paddock fencing. 
 

 The applicant has agreed to pay the Council’s administrative costs, and costs associated with 
advertising the order, any compensation that the Council may become liable for as a 
consequence of the order and any expenses incurred in making the site of the proposed route 
ready for use by the public. 

 
 
 

 


