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STATEMENT OF REASONS 
 
 
 

St. Mary’s Church of England Primary School are seeking to divert part of public footpath LYA/88 
where it passes through the school site between Church Road and School Road, Yate.  The school 
received planning consent to construct a security fence around their site in 2020.  The footpath 
diversion was consulted on at that time and the intention was to divert it as part of the planning 
process.  However, the fence has been installed and the work complete, so the provisions of the 
Town & Country Planning Act 1990 are no longer available and the application to divert the path is 
therefore now being made under the provisions of the Highways Act 1980. The existing path passes 
through a hedge, green space and play area within the school grounds and it is unlikely that the 
public have been regularly using the route for many years.  It now also passes through the new 
security fencing, so the proposed diversion will re-route the path outside of the new fence and around 
the school site. 
 
With regard to the legal tests to be satisfied under the Act: -  

 

 In the interests of the landowner it is expedient that the line of the footpath is diverted to 
provide privacy and security at the school site. 
 

 The proposed diversion will be substantially as convenient to the public because the 
termination points connect to the same highway or a highway connected to it.  The overall 
length of the new route for pedestrians between points A and B will be slightly longer than 
the existing, but the connections to the wider path network will be maintained.  
 

 It is expedient to confirm the order having regard to the effect it will have on public enjoyment 
of the route, as the public are likely to feel more comfortable with a path which is not running 
through school grounds.  
 

 The applicant has agreed to pay the Council’s administrative costs, and costs associated with 
advertising the order, any compensation that the Council may become liable for as a 
consequence of the order and any expenses incurred in making the site of the proposed route 
ready for use by the public. 

 
 
 

 


