
 
 

 

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

 

 

SOUTH GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNCIL 

(A4174 AVON RING ROAD, WARMLEY) (30 MPH SPEED LIMIT) (50 MPH SPEED 

LIMIT) ORDER 202(-) 

 

 

S T A T E M E N T   O F   R E A S O N S 

 

Background 

In February 2019 the council consulted on a scheme to improve the Wraxall Road 
(Woodstock) Roundabout.  The scheme is currently in the implementation phase.  
This statement of reasons is specifically for the amendment of the speed limits 
required to accommodate the new road layout. 
 

Purpose of Scheme 

The A4174 Avon Ring Road is a principal route in the Greater Bristol area providing 
a link between the A4 and Bath in the south to the M32 and the M4 to the north.  The 
Ring Road also provides access to local residential and employment areas such as 
the Bristol and Bath Science Park. 

The roundabout currently experiences congestion during the busiest hours on 
weekdays, with queuing causing delays to Ring Road traffic but also to vehicles 
entering the roundabout using Tower Lane and Wraxall Road.  This includes local 
bus services.  The delays are expected to increase as traffic levels grow, mainly due 
to more housing and jobs planned for the Bristol area. 

The increased capacity provided by the improvement scheme will serve a vital 
access route for growth within the North and East Fringe areas of Bristol as well as 
housing growth in locations such as Keynsham, which will lead to increased levels of 
traffic at this location. 

The objectives of the improvement scheme are to: 

 Improve traffic flow along the A4174 Ring Road and reduce delays on 
approaches to the roundabout; 

 Improve air quality in the vicinity of the roundabout; 

 Reduce the number and severity of collisions at the roundabout; 

 Maintain capacity, or reduce delays where possible, on the Wraxall Road and 
Tower Road approaches;  

 And enable growth from housing and other development schemes.  

Speed Limit Changes 

The improvement scheme converts the existing roundabout into a fully signal 
controlled through-about i.e. a roundabout with lanes running through the middle of 
it.  It includes widening of the roundabout approaches into the verge to provide three 
lanes for the straight ahead/through movements.   

The existing 30mph speed limits need to be extended to cover the areas where 
motorists are most likely to change lanes namely the approaches and the departures 



 
 

 

of the roundabout.  This requires a change to the existing Traffic Regulation Order 
which is required to be advertised. 
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