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Preface 
The Yate and Mangotsfield Greenway route for cyclists and pedestrians is one of the key routes in 
the Cycling City project. It will link Yate and surrounding villages and towns like Chipping Sodbury 
and Westerleigh to Bristol and Bath and Emersons Green. 

The route will follow the route of the historic railway though some areas that are currently 
inaccessible or overgrown and will allow residents and visitors the chance to experience nature that 
is right on their doorstep but currently impossible to reach.

Local residents have wanted this path for some time but unfortunately the funding has not been 
available until now. The Cycling City funding has offered a real opportunity to finally make this much 
needed route a reality.

The new route will enable local people to enjoy a day out on their bikes, a picnic or just a stroll in 
safe conditions and make the most of the surrounding countryside. The links to other roads and 
off-road paths mean that many local attractions will be easily accessible by bike, on foot or even by 
horse.

The route will also create a clearly defined commuter corridor for people wishing to cycle to work in 
Yate, Bristol , Bath.

I have many happy memories of days out cycling with my family and I hope the path will allow a lot 
more people to enjoy cycling.  

Councillor Brian Allinson, Cycling Champion for South Gloucestershire Council 



This report sets out the practical details, plans and 
programme for putting in place a high quality cycling 
route from Yate to Shortwood where it links with 
the existing Greenways to Mangotsfield, Bristol and 
Bath.

It is as well to note that this route has been 
sought for many years. In 1979 the Bitton to Bath 
section of the Bristol and Bath railway path project 
was opened. This proved very popular for both 
pedestrians and cyclists. This was extended to 
Mangotsfield in 1983 and Bristol in 1985. In 1982 
HMSO published a report on Railway Paths in 
England and Wales including an appendix detailing 
this route to Yate. In 1993 the railway path was 
opened from Mangotsfield to Shortwood past 
Brandy Bottom Colliery. Sustrans were granted 
planning consent for an extension to Westerleigh 
Road in 2002, but the Council abruptly abandoned 
the construction of the project in 2003, possibly 
because of questions relating to light rail proposals. 
Further efforts were made and in 07/08 a licence for 
land was signed with BR Property.

Pertinent papers covering these events have been 
grouped together in Appendix 3 for future reference.

Now with the Greater Bristol Cycling City Project, 
there is a commitment to complete this route by 
early 2011. It should be noted that the Greater 
Bristol Project, partly funded by Cycling England, 
includes this cycle route but not any necessary work 
on linking routes within Yate itself as the town lies 
outside the project boundary.

Finally, the success of all routes depends upon 
the support of many parties, including particularly 
landowners along the way. 

Now after over 26 years from the first proposals for 
this route, we can hope that the route will finally 
be constructed and opened for the benefit of the 
public, for their enjoyment, and as a valuable 
component in the Council’s wider strategy to reduce 
CO2 emissions. 

 
Upon confirmation of their status as the Greater 
Bristol Cycling City, South Gloucestershire Council 
commissioned Sustrans to prepare a report 
reviewing all existing material on the Yate and 
Shortwood to Mangotsfield project, and to make 
clear recommendations about the way forward to 
opening this route to the public.

The study was carried out during November and 
December 2008. We found that the basic elements 
of previous studies, including those of the 1982 
HMSO report, remain true. In one respect the 
timing is fortuitous because various developments 
at Westerleigh Sidings were poised to frustrate or 
prevent the route had matters been left for much 
longer.

The core of this report are the detailed maps drawn 
ready for planning and construction purposes.

Altogether nearly 6km of new Greenway are 
proposed together with a number of key road 
crossings – of which the railway bridge under the M4 
remains the most crucial. The report recommends 
negotiating agreements with the key landowners 
as soon as possible, and making an early planning 
application for the section from Besom Lane to 
Dodmoor Crossing. Resolution of the railway land 
issues should be put in hand before the end of 
March 2009 to allow its early construction during 
Summer 2009.

The overall estimate of this project is in the region 
of £790,000 of which up to 50% is available from a 
Cycling England grant. The study shows how it can 
be opened in useful stages.

1. Preamble
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2. Introduction

New Yate and  
Mangotsfield  
Cycle Route

Existing off-road  
cycle route

Other existing  
cycle provision

Map showing the proposed  
Cycle Route from  
Yate to Mangotsfield



The remit of this study is to put in place a popular 
cycling route from Yate to Mangotsfield and 
Emerson’s Green, to Bristol and to connect with 
the existing Greenway network based around the 
Bristol and Bath Railway Path. Whilst the long 
sought plan has been to run roughly along the line 
of the branch line to Westerleigh sidings, it would 
be worth considering whether or not there are any 
other possible options.

The map here shows the main Badminton Road 
through to the Downend Road, the Westerleigh 
Road, the Bessom Lane/ Broad Lane/ the Hollows 
route, and the railway corridor. Later in the report 
we will discuss some possible variations along 
the railway corridor. Their different distances are 
all very much the same as shown in the table 
measured from Yate Town Centre to Morrisons at 
Fishponds where the routes come together. 

1.  The Badminton Road through  
 Coalpit Heath

This main road carries 16,000vpd. The Council have 
introduced cycle lanes along much of the route, 
and plan to do more. These will be of assistance to 
those who wish to cycle along this road. However 
at these levels of traffic, a separate traffic free path 
is the desirable solution, and certainly the only way 
to make this route attractive for families and novice 
cyclists. This cannot be achieved here, at least in 
the short term.

3. Options for Cycling from   
 Yate to Bristol
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2. The Westerleigh Road

i)	 Whilst	this	has	rather	less	traffic	than	Badminton	
Road (10,000vpd) it is similarly unsuitable for 
novice rides. Constructing a separate path along 
this road would require acquiring a strip of land 
outside the hedge boundary for almost its full 
length.	It	is	difficult	to	see	how	this	might	be	
achieved and even then, due to the proximity of 
traffic,	even	on	the	other	side	of	the	hedge,	 
it would still be relatively noisy and unattractive, 
(even though safer), compared with an entirely 
separate Greenway such as along the old railway. 

b) At Murco there have been suggestions that the 
route could go to the west of the Murco Depot. 
The oil company would resist this on security 
grounds and anyway it would be a much less 
attractive route, running as it does in the shadow 
of the Depot.

c) Following the railway through the cutting at 
Westerleigh has been considered in the past. 
However close inspection shows this to be 
difficult and the space left over from the railway 
operations restricted if available at all. This option 
has not been pursued in detail especially as the 
railway cutting is rather isolated and difficult to 
reach from the village.

For these reasons the proposed route is to be firmly 
recommended. However this optimum, direct route 
does depend upon successful land negotiations 
and depending on the outcome of these there may 
need to be further route revisions.

3. The Railway Corridor

The railway corridor is entirely traffic free, except 
for a very short section of the residential Broad 
Lane, and so stands in a class of its own. It is very 
difficult to see how any other route could possibly 
offer its advantages and benefits, and we conclude 
that it is the correct policy to pursue this long held 
aspiration. Approaching Yate there are two possible 
variations, each of which have some advantages 
over the other.

The option running west of the branch line to 
Nibley Lane is traffic free all the way to Westerleigh 
Common and so is to be preferred to the one via 
Besom Lane and Wapley Common. The lane is not 
heavily trafficked but as it has no footway it is not 
entirely suitable for pedestrians although active 
people can follow the public footpaths over the 
fields to Westerleigh Village. On the other hand this 
route involves a good deal less construction and 
may be easier to achieve. Both routes tie in well 
with the network of paths in Yate and their distance 
to the town centre is very similar. Each serves the 
whole of Yate, although there is a small part of the 
population in the southwest corner of the town 
which would find it more convenient to go one way, 
rather than the other. The route beside the railway 
does though have the real advantage of passing 
under the branch line via an existing bridge, 
rather than using Dodmoor level crossing and it 
is probable that Network Rail would prefer most 
people to come this way. The choice between these 
two options is finely balanced. Ideally one would 
open both in order to give the most comprehensive 
benefits to Yate. The Nibley Lane route offers the 
most benefits, but if funds were limited then via 
Wapley Common would be very much better than 
nothing at all.

The route along the railway corridor follows the 
most direct corridor available. There are only four 
significant options which need to be mentioned.

a) North of the main line viaduct, the preferred route 
runs along the edge of the open land on the west 
side of the railway. It might be possible to run on 
the edge of the railway land on the east side of 
the remaining single line. But it is anticipated that 
Network Rail would resist this. It would entail the 
removal of a great deal of bushes and trees, and 
it would not be so attractive being hard against a 
railway security fence.

ii) Besom Lane, Broad Lane and the   
 Hollows Route

 By following the quiet lanes, and in the case of 
Broad	Lane	traffic	free,	one	can	avoid	almost	
all of the Westerleigh Road, except for 300m 
at Westerleigh itself and from the M4 to the 
Ring	Road.	The	first	of	these	is	being	covered	
in the following railway corridor details, whilst 
the second would make a valuable connection, 
especially to Coalpit Heath. We suggest that 
it is brought forward in early programmes for 
development in this area, either with a route 
beside the main road, or a new Greenway 
snaking over towards the existing bridge over the 
Ringway to Emerson’s Green Shopping Centre. 
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Map showing route  
options within the  
railway corridor



4. Targets and Anticipated Use

The aim of the Greater Bristol Cycling City Project 
is to persuade more people to cycle more safely 
and more often. This means both encouraging 
people who cycle at the moment to cycle rather 
more often and those who don’t cycle at all to take 
up cycling. It should be noted that the target of 
Cycling City is to double cycling numbers over the 
next three years from the current 4% of all journeys, 
which implies some 25% or so of the population 
cycle at some stage during the year; to 8% of all 
journeys where perhaps as many as 35% of the 
population will cycle, including not only those who 
cycle frequently but those who cycle occasionally 
and those who cycle not at all. 

This agreement highlights the importance of 
persuading people who cycle already to cycle more 
and people who cycle occasionally to cycle more 
regularly.

Increasing the number of people who cycle will not 
add much to the overall use of the bicycle, because 
there will always be a group of people who cycle 
only rarely, but they are most important because 
the more people who cycle at all, the more likely it 
will be that society as a whole recognises the value 
of cycling – to so called critical mass and drivers 
will recognise cyclists as something they do and 
will respect their existence. 

The nearby Bristol and Bath Railway Path is 
immensely successful and two million cycling trips 
a year are made on it, as well as an equal number 
of walking trips. There is no reason to think that this 
extension from Mangotsfield to Shortwood and Yate 
shouldn’t be equally successful and attract a similar 
number of journeys, say half a million trips a year, 
pro rata. 

It is of great importance that the route is suitable 
for families, and novices of all ages, so that it 
acts as the place where people can learn to cycle 
again and grow in confidence before venturing 
out on longer journeys or taking up cycling for 
everyday trips. For this reason the link between 
Yate and Shortwood must be augmented by high 
quality networks of routes in Emerson’s Green and 
Yate itself. The Greenway also has the important 
function of being a high profile project which gives 
the Council an opportunity to raise the status of 
cycling in the area.

The Greenway is also immensely important for 
pedestrians because it acts as a trunk footpath 
through the countryside, giving access to a myriad 
of local paths, as well as being suitable for people 
who are less able to cope with muddy fields, styles 
and other obstacles. Furthermore a good quality 
Greenway will be a real resource for the disabled 
and those in wheelchairs. Some sections of the 
route will be suitable for equestrians as well and 
the sections they will find most useful should be 
carefully set out. In this last respect the precise 
arrangements through the M4 bridge are of great 
importance because if the passage is too narrow 
this would form a significant barrier for equestrians.

A Greenway is also an opportunity for the public to 
see a varied array of wildlife at close quarters and it 
should be designed as a linear corridor with this in 
mind.

Page 5       l   Y a t e   &   M a n g o t s f i e l d   C y c l e   R o u t e       l  A   G r e a t e r   B r i s t o l    C y c l i n g   P r o j e c t 

b
   

i  
 n

  d
   

i  
 n

   
g 

   
   

m
   

a 
  r

   
g 

  i
   

n 
   

- 
   

o 
  p

   
p

   
o 

  s
   

i  
 t

   
e 

   
   

p
   

a 
 g

   
e 

   
   

6

Two million trips a year are made on the Bristol and Bath 
Railway Path

The former station at Warmley on the Bristol and 
Bath Railway Path

Greenway adjacent to the Bristol Ringroad at 
Emerson’s Green

Cycleway in former railway corridor at York with equestrian route 
running alongside tarmac path

View showing the important link under the M4



5. The Detailed Proposals

The following maps, sketches and photographs 
set out to describe the project in sufficient detail 
for it to be understood, promoted and constructed 
as a popular and attractive route. In particular the 
optimum details are set out for discussion with 
the various landowners along the route whose 
agreement and support is essential. Some revisions 
will be needed to refine the details shown to 
meet their requirements and deal sensitively with 
environmental issues.

Benefits of Cycling 

Many towns in Europe of the size of Yate, from Denmark to the 
Po Valley in Italy, would expect to see 20% of all their journeys 
by bicycle. If this was to become the case in Yate then the 
community would experience a number of benefits including:

• Altogether less traffic on the roads with less congestion as a 
consequence and faster journeys for those who do need to go 
by car.

• More attractive urban environment resulting from less stress of 
excess traffic.

• A more active and as a result a fitter and more healthy 
population.

• Independence for young people and those who do not have 
their own cars.

• More public interaction, better social networkings and a 
rebuilding of communities eroded by the motor car.

• A community better fitted to deal with difficult times such as the 
current recession. 

Wider Transport Issues

Transport accounts for a significant proportion of our society’s 
climate change emissions and personal transport is almost solely 
reliant on petroleum so our current highly mobile way of life is at 
risk both from resource depletion and from the requirements to 
reduce CO2 emissions. 

Strategies to reduce our dependence on oil, and its 
consequences, will require a combination of:

• Huge technical improvements to make vehicles much more 
efficient and eventually not oil dependant.

• Increasing the occupancy of vehicles so the public can make 
the same number of journeys but with less vehicle miles.

• Reducing the distance we travel, by reducing the length of 
journeys. This is where towns with high levels of cycling benefit 
so greatly because the bicycle is a short distance vehicle 
and as a consequence high levels of cycling are the result of 
communities being arranged, and social patterns emerging, 
which depend on shorter journeys rather than longer ones.
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8. The path can be set back from the road in the 
wide verge as shown in the sketch. Just west of 
the railway go to the north of the Scots Pine. At 
the Beech Hill Farm Drive, clearly define the cycle 
route with priority across the entrance. 

9. This junction (Westerleigh Road/ Nibley Lane) 
has an accident history and the Council wish 
to reduce speeds by rearranging the layout to 
prevent vehicles speeding northwards, rather than 
turning into the road at a modest speed.  
The cycle route can be marked across the 
road with cyclists to “Give Way”! See Inset B 
opposite.

10. Provide a 1.2m wide open bypass to the locked 
farm gate.

11. Reconstruct the Green Lane down to and through 
the railway bridge as a good minor road sufficient 
to take agricultural vehicles. 

1. The map opposite shows how paths in the 
southwest side of Yate can all be brought to focus 
on a single crossing of Shire Way to make for the 
route south to Shortwood, Emerson’s Green and 
Bristol.

 6. The crossing of Shire Way needs to be carefully 
defined. If the mini roundabout at the Westerleigh 
Road junction is re configured to reduce traffic 
speeds, then the main cycle route could properly 
cross Shire Way on a raised table crossing as 
shown. See inset A opposite.

Photograph showing green lane to Railway arch

View under main line railway bridge looking 
west beside Westerleigh Road
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Map 1. Leaving Yate: Westerleigh Common to Westerleigh Road

3. This verge is rather too narrow to accommodate 
the slightly more direct alternative than following 
Chedworth. If one were to go this way then the 
right turning lane would need to be removed and 
the footway widened into the resulting space.

View beside Shire Way looking north towards Chedworth 
showing wide margin of land by road, with 2.5m path  
crossing through

7. The key link under the railway, to avoid the busy 
Westerleigh Road, can be made under the side 
arch of the railway bridge with the agreement of 
Network Rail. The sketch shows how this can be 
arranged and the boundary fencing repositioned. 

2. The existing cycle route from the station and north 
Yate needs to bypass Rodford Way roundabout. 
This is best done by constructing this short link 
across to the end of Chedworth, or better still, to 
the existing path beside the railway, and another 
from its southern end through the wide space to 
the west of Shire Way. 

4. There are two paths through this open space. 
Select one for shared use, mark with cycle logos 
and ease any right-angled junctions.

5. This is the more important link as it leads to the 
town centre via the bridge under Rodford Way. It 
might be considered desirable to construct a new 
section of path to give a more direct and clearly 
defined route here. The whole open space is most 
attractively laid out with some good mature trees 
and makes for an excellent Greenway route. 

Proposed path beside Westerleigh Road 
looking towards Yate and main line railway

Maintain wide grass 
verge to ensure 
good separation 
from the traffic

Slightly modify boundary by 
negotiation, rebuild bank and 
replant recently planted trees 
in order to give adequate 
space for a good path

2m 2.5m 1.5m

Remove roadside fence and 
maintain wide grass verge 
between road and path edge

Fence line for 
replacement security 
fence with 1m verge

The precise nature of the works under the 
bridge to be agreed with Network Rail and this 
will determine the optimum level of the path 
and whether a revetment is required. In the 
foreground the path must be built on causeway  
or rock placed on railway filter drain. 

Move path north here to 
avoid solitary scots pine

Fill little used 
access road flush 

to path level

View of bridge under Rodford Way
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Yate and Shortwood Greenway  - Leaving Yate: Westerleigh Common to Westerleigh Road     Map 1

A small amount 
of land is needed 
here. Replant 
hedge. Provide 
locked gate with 
a bypass for 
pedestrians and 
cyclists

Excavate cycle route 
down to give level 
approach and take 
care to cut back a 
visibility splay to the 
north

Path to be 
separated from 
road by a good 
grass verge

This detail needs to be 
capable of being driven 
over by long vehicles or by 
farmers with trailers

In order to slow down traffic entering and leaving 
from the northern leg it will be essential to tighten the 
layout in the manner shown and to offset the lane so 
that its exit does not form the basis for the short cut at 
present. The cycle route can then be marked across 
in red, but with cyclists giving way either side

Inset B. Detail at Westerleigh Road junction

0

scale (m)

1001:2,500 @ A3

Cobbled set 
over-run areas

Kerb deflection 
build out

Raise existing island Traffic calming 
kerb deflection

Footway link to existing

Inset A. New arrangement  
at Shire Way/Westerleigh Road Junction

Rodford Way

Inset B.
Inset A.



1. The farm accommodation bridge makes for a 
good crossing under the railway as can be seen 
from the photograph. The road surface will need 
to be rebuilt to carry farm vehicles.

2. This small copse is a muddy morass. A good farm 
road through this area would allow the vegetation 
to grow as a small feature along this route. New 
gates are required to give ready access to the 
field, to the existing footpath and to the proposed 
path alongside the railway. 

3. The ideal route for the path would be along the 
edge of this large open field, facing westwards for 
the afternoon sun. 

4. Here the path would need to follow the existing 
farm track under the railway viaduct and be 
arranged for convenient use by the local farms. 

Map 2. West of the Railway

View of Westerleigh Viaduct from the South showing potential 
route through the side arch

View of track passing beneath the railway through farm 
accommodation bridge
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View showing route of proposed path along field edge

Path Surface
Path surfacing is probably the 
single most critical element 
determining the popularity of 
Greenways!  
A surface which is smooth, 
firm and dry throughout 
the year and throughout 
its lifetime will generate far 
higher levels of use than will 
any sort of informal surface 
which is prone to damage 
from water, erosion and even 
horses. On this project we 
recommend laying a dense 
bitumen macadam (DBM) 
surface. This should always 
be machine laid and generally 
a single 60mm layer is the 
most appropriate solution.  
(If a second layer is used then 
the weight of the construction 
vehicles laying this second 
layer may well damage 
the first layer, especially 
on soft ground). However, 
a stone dust surface may 
be appropriate over some 
lengths.

Bitmac wearing course - 60mm thick or 2 
courses 40mm & 20mm Note: hand work requires 
hot-rolled asphalt mix for smooth finish

50mm base course: 
38mm type 1 or have a 
single sub-base layer 
150mm-200mm thick

100mm sub-base: 
ballast, scalpings or 
planings

25mm central camber 
or 40mm cross fall

A stone regulating layer 
50-100mm thick to make a 
regular surface may not be 
needed at all if the ballast is cleen

Hard surface such 
as railway ballast 
or gravel road

Verges flush 
with surface

Detail of path 
construction on 
firm ground

Bitmac wearing course - 60mm thick or 
2 courses 40mm & 20mm Note: hand work 
requires hot-rolled asphalt mix for smooth finish

Geotextile 
(polypropelene) 
poor soils only

Verges flush with 
surface

Bitmac path construction on soft soils

2500mm



Sustrans January 2009
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Path widths
The width of path does relate to the most likely levels of 
use. For shared use between pedestrians and cyclists, 
2.0m is generally regarded as the absolute minimum, 
and 3.0m necessary for a popular path such as the 
Bristol to Bath.

There will always be exceptions to this and inevitable 
pinch points such as under the M4 bridge depending 
upon arrangements agreed with Network Rail. These 
can be perfectly satisfactory over short distances 
provided the sight lines are good.

3.0m width should be the minimum standard for shared use in urban 
areas, but even these can be crowded as in this example at Bitton.  
Concerns that elderly, partially sighted or blind pedestrians find shared 
use paths difficult are sometimes met by a raised white line or by split 
level paths, although these can be very expensive to build and maintain 
and are difficult for groups of people to use side by side.

Note there will always be exceptions to the ideal width in order to 
complete a route – here a narrow shared use pavement crosses the 
River Severn near Over, Gloucester.  Note the rail attached to the back 
of the crash barrier posts in order to give some protection to passing 
cyclists

Where horses are included then the arrangement 
illustrated at York with horses beating out a narrow 
path beside a sealed path surface is most appropriate. 
This approach could be adopted for the short section 
of Broad Lane from the level crossing to the  
tarmac road.

Equestrian routes are best left to work their way out in a wide grass 
verge to the side of the shared path. A sealed surface will resist 
damage from hooves should the horses move onto the main path

Standard cross-section of a shared use path 

1.0       2.0-3.0m         1.0

Desirable min. clearance to objects
(0.75m to boundary walls, frontages etc.)

Shared cycle/footway with 
separate bridlepath

1.0      2.5-3.0m            2.5m  

Horses wear out 
narrow path in 
grass verge

In this case we suggest the 2.5m width with 1.0m 
wide grass verges so as to allow the full width of 
the path to be used.

Standard cross-section of a shared use path 

1.0       2.0-3.0m         1.0

Desirable min. clearance to objects
(0.75m to boundary walls, frontages etc.)

Shared cycle/footway with 
separate bridlepath

1.0      2.5-3.0m            2.5m  

Horses wear out 
narrow path in 
grass verge

Shared cycle/footway with 
separate equestrian route



1. Path from Yate Common and Station passes 
under main line viaduct here.

2. Path continues along field edge and crosses 
stream either with a culvert to match existing, 
or maybe better a bridge made from concrete 
railway sleepers (as at Flax Burton).

3. Existing level crossing over branch line needs to 
be tidied up with a permanent  crossing surface. 
Existing latched picket gates are suitable for this 
location on Broad Lane. 

4. Broad Lane has been excellently repaired and 
maintained with good drainage ditches. There is 
ample room for a 2.5m wide sealed path and a 
wide grass verge for horse riders.

Map 3. North of Westerleigh

8. From here to the level crossing the route needs to 
follow the railway within its boundary as shown. 
Provided Network Rail agree there is sufficient 
room as shown in the sketches. 

(i) Fill used to ramp up to cross the culvert.

(ii) The culvert

6. Besom Lane provides for an attractive route 
from south Yate. The most appropriate crossing 
point of the main road appears to be opposite 
its junction. This would require the access to the 
Virador site to be rearranged as shown on  
the map.

Sleeper bridge under construction at Flax Bourton

View, looking north, showing the proposed path crossing 
over the stream culvert and a new 1.5m high boundary fence 
set 3m off the remaining railway line
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7. Whilst the path could skirt the boundary it would 
be more direct and easily graded if it could 
include a route as shown, set in a small copse of 
trees planted on this rather barren site.

(iii) View north from Dodmoor crossing (above).

 Note: 

 Although this is duplicating the main path from 
north Yate for about 200m, this is necessary to 
reach the existing level crossing.

9. Build a good path back to the main road for local 
people. This might only need to be 1.5m wide.

3.0m to new fence

Additional Route via Bessom Lane

5. Attractive minor road.

Cyclists on Broad Lane

Preferred route
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New entrance  created 
to Virador site in order 
to allow pedestrians 
and cyclists to cross 
direct over the 
Westerleigh Road

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

Yate and Shortwood Greenway  - North of Westerleigh     Map 3
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Cycle route 
to join farm 
access under 
viaduct

Besom Lane to South Yate

Preferred 
Route

Additional Route 
via Besom Lane

B
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1. Existing attractive lane.

2. At Cornerways a small adjustment to the 
boundary wall is required in order to allow the 
public to reach the corner of the open field. The 
sketch shows the wall being rebuilt 2m back and 
a new hedge planted. Although the wall is shown 
to match the existing it may be that the owners 
would find a high wall more satisfactory, in which 
case hardly any useful space would be lost. 

3. Over the first section of field a new hedge could 
be planted as shown in order to screen the public 
from Cornerways. 

5. Build a causeway here to ease the gradient and 
provide culvert over the stream.

6. Provide for field access with double gates, one 
either side of the path.

7. Traffic levels and speed on Westerleigh Road are 
such that a central island would provide the best 
solution so that traffic in each direction could be 
dealt with one at a time. This will require a road 
widening into the north side verge as shown in the 
detail opposite.

8. Possible link to old tramway, if landowner agrees, 
so as to make an informal link around to Boxtree 
Farm and Broad Lane. The historical nature of this 
colliery line is commented on and commemorated 
in Map 5.

9. Follow the tramway route. This has an existing 
tarmac surface which should be suitable once 
cleared back. Note the parallel field path to the 
west of the hedge, running in the field edge, will 
not be now required, but its status needs to be 
determined.

4. This 450m long field side path is most critical 
for both pedestrians and cyclists as the road is 
quite unsuitable and has no verge space. Past the 
“hump” of the hill a way through has already been 
cut for farm use although it does not appear to be 
used now. 
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Map 4. Broad Lane to Westerleigh Tramway 

Plan of 
arrangement  
at 
Cournerways 
Nursery

Section

ii)

i)
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3(i)

3(ii)

Yate and Shortwood Greenway  - Broad Lane to Westerleigh Tramway     Map 4
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Detail of Crossing with Motion DetectorsSee Detail of Crossing

Broad Lane

Westerleigh Road



1. Plant a good hedge in the wide verge to shield the 
adjacent property and ensure that the Greenway 
continues its rural feel.

2. Excavate 1:20 ramp away into the unused 
scrubland in order to create a new route through 
to the existing level crossing. The route of the old 
railway is now the main access road to Murco 
Fuel Depot and is quite busy with heavy tankers. 
It is quite unsuitable for pedestrians and family 
cyclists. Also a route through this scrubland will 
be much more attractive as it will be shielded 
from the abattoir!

View looking north, between Training Centre and Tramroad

Main haul road 
to Old Depot

Clear vegetation on 
this side to let in 
sunlight and give clear 
view over track 

width varies

Leave scrub as shield 
against road and 
abbatoir

Operational 
railway

5m

Clear scrub over 5m width 
leavingany specimen trees 
and construct 2.5m wide path. 
Excavate as levels require

3. Approaching the level crossing Network Rail wish 
to make a better car park for their personnel. It is 
proposed that the path project provides the same 
number of spaces and surfaces a good car park, 
whilst at the same time creating a good link to the 
level crossing as shown bellow. 

4. Although Sustrans has a licence to use the 
existing public footpath level crossing, it would 
be better if this was revised to cross square over 
the railway, as shown in the sketch, if Network 
Rail allowed. This would give an opportunity to 
provide a good surface and appropriate latched 
gates. We understand that freight trains already 
stop at this point before proceeding. 

View of existing situation on former Tram road

Proposed situation on Tram road showing new planting

5. Whilst it would be possible to squeeze through 
past the Network Rail compound, on Railway 
Land, the sketch shows that it would be better to 
create a field edge path. 

6. Here the best option might be to create a path 
outside the Network Rail land, along the field 
edge.  Alternately the lease of a 12m wide strip 
of the former sidings would allow some latitude 
in where the path was sited and ensure that the 
more mature or interesting trees were avoided. 
There is room to pass behind the old moss hut if 
this is to remain on site. 

Typical view through railway land on the line of former sidings.
The route could avoid selected trees
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Map 5.  Link past abattoir

Arrangement of greenway path past the proposed Network 
Rail car park

Existing level crossing and car park superimposed with proposed 
path and a possible square crossing

Renew railway 
fence as 
required by 
Network Rail

Rowan trees to 
soften carpark 
edge

Low steel fence 
defining edge of 
carpark
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Views: an example 
from NCN in Scotland
Views can be divided into those along 
the Greenway in the direction of travel 
and those to one side or the other of the 
route itself.  The pictures in this section 
are all taken from a single Greenway – 
the railway path from Drumgelloch on 
the outskirts of Glasgow to Bathgate 
on the way to Edinburgh.  As this was 
a relatively straight railway traversing a 
somewhat bleak landscape considerable 
effort was devoted to making it as 
interesting and memorable as possible. 

The path was moved from side to side 
within the railway boundaries to break 
up long forward views, and even moved 
off the railway land altogether if there 
was a fragment of woodland or other 
interesting adjacent land.  The route 
was moved to the boundary to give 
clear views over interesting countryside, 
or raised onto adjacent ground for the 
same reason.  The photographs and text 
here describe these devices which have 
wide applicability. 

Yate and Shortwood Greenway  - Past the Abattoir     Map 5
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Aligning the path 
right to the side 
of the formation 
so as to maintain 
views over Hillend 
Loch.  The bank 
on the left to  
shield noise from 
adjacent road

The long straight 
alignment towards 

Blackridge made 
more memorable by 

shifting the path from 
side to side

Blocking off the long view with  
mounds from waste material

Deviating the path to make a central 
feature of a milepost - ‘Bedrock Bike’ 
by Dave Holladay 

A gentle ramp 
adds to path 

interest and is 
aligned with 
a view of the 

Loch.  Notice 
the radiised 

junction

The path diverts off a high embankment 
to gain shelter from the wind and to 
hide from views of an industrial site.  
This allows the Blue Legs by Doug 
Cocker to be appreciated the better

At Armadale the Greenway moves off 
the railway to take advantage of the 
remains of a Green Lane and its trees

On the way to Balerno 
the Greenway follows 
an old county road, 
now traffic-free

Notice the profusion of 
wildflowers flourishing 
in the verges where no 

topsoil is used

A simple bench 
near Drumgelloch 
provides a goal for 
the walk, a place to 
talk and to observe 
the passers by

The dramatic 
profile of Lumir 

Soukup’s 
‘Bathgate Face’ 

breaks up the 
shape of a large 
mound of waste 

earth



1. Once past the boundary to the Council land, the 
path can move along the field edge as shown 
in the sketch. The path should be constructed 
slightly above the existing ground levels so as to 
avoid any wet areas. 

2. The little copse beside Folly Brook is most 
attractive and we suggest that the path loops 
through it to make a small feature along the way. 
Cross the brook with another concrete railway 
sleeper bridge. Repair the fencing around the 
copse so as to maintain it free of livestock.

3. Murco plan to extend their storage tanks in 
this area. It would be valuable if they were to 
commission a pipework sculpture, or to paint their 
tanks with a mural to enhance the path.

4. This security fence will be very visible from under 
the M4 bridge. We hope that Murco can include 
some simple pattern in the fence and paint 
it white so as to make the passage under the 
motorway as interesting and light as possible.

5. If the fence is as shown then the wedge of 
Council land between Murco’s new fence and the 
motorway fence is 4m at the critical point.

6. The best way to handle this large space under the 
M4 is open to debate. At a similar location near 
York Sustrans created an undulating surface to 
give an informal skateboard area and invited local 
artists to graffiti the walls. Although the railways 
may only be able to offer a narrow passageway at 
this stage. 

Path to be constructed 
200mm above ground 
level so as to be clear of 
wet area

7m

Field fence to be 7m from 
existing boundary to 
allow for the width of 
existing hedge which is to  
remain

Railway 
boundary

View north of Folly Brook showing path built in field 
alongside existing boundary hedge

Map 6. The route on South Gloucestershire farm land to reach the M4
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A post and wire stock-proof fence on a rural path 
at Chedzoy in Somerset. Note that fence is set 1m 
from path

Fencing
Stock fences are usually post and 
wire.  It is best to install 7-wire 
mesh with 2 lines of barbed wire 
above.  The mesh ensures that 
dogs don’t get through to worry 
stock.  The barbed wire should 
always be on the stock side of 
the posts with one line of smooth 
on the public side to reduce the 
likelihood of injury if a member of 
the public accidentally crashed into 
the wire. 

The fence should always be as 
far from the path as possible 
so it is not casually tampered 
with.  A minimum of 1m is highly 
desirable.  

On the Gloucester and Higham 
path a top rail was added to 
assist people with disabilities 
near to the village 

Another view of 
the field fence at 
Chedzoy
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‘Rotate’ by Trudi Entwhistle,  
an interactive work on the  
Spen Valley Greenway

‘Giaus Sentius’ by 
Gordon Young, a 
drinking fountain 
on the Bristol & 
Bath path

The ‘Blue Pipe’  
by George Cutts 
in York marks the 
waterworks pipe 
running under the 
path and ‘surfaces’ 
at various points 
along the route 

‘Wheel of Drams’ by Andy 
Hazell  Hengoed Viaduct

Terris Novelis 
by Tony 

Cragg near 
the site of the 

Old Consett 
Steelworks

‘Sentinel’ by Jim 
Paulsen on the 
West Country Way

Sustrans has had a long tradition of 
commissioning artists and sculptors to work 
on its projects.  From the beginning the 
objective has been to:

1. Articulate the whole length of the 
Greenway and to give rhythm and points 
of focus on otherwise relatively featureless 
routes such as derelict railways.

2. Mark out the mileposts.

3. Provide local historical and geographical 
interpretation to enhance users’ knowledge 
of the location.

Sculpture and Site Specific Works

4. Create a memorable route one would want 
to visit again.

5. Make local destinations that local people 
could be proud of.

6. Create a way for the community to be 
involved in the making of their Greenway 
by artists working locally with schools and 
others to create and maintain their own 
pieces, promoting the feeling of ownership 
of the Greenway



1. This is more or less a straightforward railway path. 
It is overgrown with saplings and tress and should 
be cleared from width over the original 8m wide 
formation to give good verges and let the light in.

2. Cut 2 or 3 windows in the side hedge to give 
views out over the countryside towards Lydegreen 
Farm. Each window should be 20-30 meters long 
and the path moved over to be near the view. 
Place a seat on the opposite side of the path 
which will have the advantage that the seats can 
be lined up with the gravel path either side and so 
provide informal surveillance.

3. The portal of the M4 bridge will be a significant 
feature visible from some distance away. This will 
be an appropriate location for some eye catching 
feature, ideally a motorway type sign illuminated 
sign with information relevant to walkers and 
cyclists e.g. forecast weather, events in Yate etc.

4. A number of public footpaths link to the railway 
corridor and a feature should be made of the start 
of each of these with a destination and distance 
sign, all arranged such that the Greenway 
becomes the spine of an interesting series of 
longer walks and loops.

5. There are links to the existing path 1.4miles from 
Emerson’s Green Shopping Centre. 2.0miles from 
Mangotsfield Station. 1.2miles from Bath Abbey 
and 7.5miles from Bristol Bridge.
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Remove all scrub and saplings over  
width of trackbed

3m 2.5m

Typical cross section of dismantled railway looking north

1m

Construct new path 2.5m wide 
along convenient alignment

3m grass verge on west 
side to allow for potential  
horse riding

Existing 
boundary 
fence

At 3 or 4 locations, to be agreed 
with Council, clear away all trees 
and high hedge to give a good view 
over the countryside

Map 7. M4 to Coxgrove Hill

A seat from 
scrap steel on 

the Spen Valley 
Greenway: 

Jason Lane

Seat as bike rack: Robert Kilvington

Seat as story:  
The Tarka Trail 

near Torrington:   
Katy Hallett

The convivial 
Simplicity Bench: 
Yumiko Aoyagi

The seat 
as shelter 
and look 

out Phoenix 
Trail: Angus 

Ross

The seat as 
a framed 
picture on the 
Phoenix Trail: 
Leigh Roberts

The seat for 
meetings at   

Whitehaven: 
John Naylor and 
John Grimshaw

The seat for 
Rangers: 
Sustrans 
Standard One 
Sleeper and 2 
Halves, near 
Derby

A seat for perching and looking at 
Didcot: Dominic Clutterbuck

A memorial seat: Neil Gow

The seat as 
sculpture: ‘Steam’ 
by John Hunter 
near Caldercrux

The popular recycled sleeper seat:  
Jim Partridge and Liz Walmsley

Seats
Part and parcel of walking and cycling 
is stopping and resting.  Seats should 
always be carefully positioned so they 
have a particular view, or are under a 
particular tree, so that each and every 
seat is a place where a person might 
actually want to stop and, perhaps even 
more importantly, a destination a person 
might want to reach and a locality where 
they can meet friends.  At entrances, 
or in areas likely to be used by a fair 
number of elderly or disabled people, 
seats should be close together, no more 
than 200– 300m apart, because even 
these distances might present quite a 
challenge for some.  Seats should be 
positioned not only so they have an 
attractive view out over the vista either 
side of the path but also along the path 
so that their very presence and indeed 
occupancy leads to informal surveillance 
of the Greenway itself. 
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View showing overgrown railway south of M4

The beginning of the route to Yate
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Access

Although our ambition is that all 
Greenways should be freely open for 
walkers and cyclists without barriers, 
there are many instances where stiles, 
gates or access controls of some kind 
or other are required. These are needed 
for the control of livestock where the 
Greenway passes in and out of grazed 
areas, for the provision of maintenance 
vehicles which require larger entrances 
than walkers and cyclists themselves, or 
for arrangements of various kinds to deter 
motorcycles.

Bollards with a spacing of 1.20 – 1.50m 
can be used to prevent motorised 
vehicles accessing Greenways or other 
physically separated paths while still 
allowing comfortable access by cyclists, 
pedestrians and wheelchairs. Locked 
removable bollards can be used to allow 
access by maintenance vehicles. If the 
Greenway is also used by equestrians on 
the same alignment, the bollards need to 
be 1.80m apart.

Similar effects can be realised by the 
use of rocks with similar spacing or by 
creating chicanes with rocks. 

Other types of access barriers should 
preferably be avoided. While it is 
recognised that use of motorcycles 
presents a problem on some sections of 
the National Cycle Network, the use of 
other types of access barriers restricts 
and deters legitimate users such as 
cyclists and wheelchair users as much as 
they do motorcycles. 

At Workington large local rocks have been used to 
define the route and create chicanes

Bollards should be used to prevent vehicular 
access – York University
Note the removable unit for vehicle access

Open access without barriers at the Eden Project’s 
access road shows the ideal entrance to a 
Greenway - both unrestricted and with a priority 
crossing of the road

Anti motorcycle access barriers can be absurdly 
complex and are a complete obstacle to legitimate 
users

A robust works access where no livestock is 
involved. There is little point using a field gate  
in these situations

Works	Access	Gateways	are	by	definition	
for very occasional use.   They do not 
need to be set on the line of the path itself 
and they can be of a construction, which 
requires a component to be unbolted as 
opposed to an easily opened, every day 
gate.   It should be noted that where such 
gates are not opening onto Greenways 
with livestock, then the gates themselves 
do not need to be livestock gates and 
indeed where they are they often look 
out of place.   In some areas a single 
lockable bollard may be appropriate or 
in others a single bar which can match 
the detailed design of the entrance 
balustrading.  Another good arrangement 
is to incorporate the horse access walk 
over by means of a low gate such as that 
manufactured by Centre wire.

Where livestock 
needs to move 
from field to 
field, grids 
and wicket 
gates are more 
appropriate, this 
example is on 
the Abergavenny 
and  
Bryn Mawr path

Usually there is no necessity to be able 
to take a vehicle from end to end of the 
Greenway, but rather only onto each 
section. This discourages damaging 
vehicle use by rangers and other 
nonessential vehicles.

These gates close 
across the path to 
allow the movement 
of stock as shown 
here.  Note the 
concrete section 
to prevent heavy 
vehicles or cattle 
damaging the path 
surface. 
Gates are left open 
for path users most 
of the time 
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7. Linking Networks

Although beyond the brief of this study, it is useful 
to consider what links and networks of cycling 
routes will be opened up as a result of this Yate 
and Mangotsfield initiative. The most obvious is 
that of giving Yate residents access to the popular 
Bristol and Bath Railway Path. In reverse the 
link gives Bristolians access to Yate, and to the 
quiet countryside roads north of the town. But 
for local people the effectiveness of the Yate and 
Mangotsfield link will depend upon the ease with 
which they can reach it from wherever they live, in 
Yate, or Emerson’s Green, or Coalpit Heath. The 
following pages touch on some issues here.

1. Cycling in Yate

On the face of it, cycling should be popular in 
Yate. The town is quite compact, few journeys are 
more than 2 miles long within the town, the terrain 
is mostly easy and there are numerous green 
corridors and traffic free paths, including some 
quite well ordered subways under the main roads. 
Cycling would, for a town like this in say Denmark 
or Germany, be the normal way to reach the town 
centre, to go shopping and to school, and for many 
everyday trips.

But in Yate cycling is not common, and the larger 
part of the population probably never cycle. Apart 
from the general custom of not cycling in England, 
there are probably too particular issues inhibiting 
cycling in Yate.

(i) Good cycling routes do not lead to, and through 
the town centre. The centre and the main roads 
near it are a real barrier to cycling.

(ii) It is difficult to cycle out of Yate to reach other 
nearby towns and Bristol in particular, and to 
gain access to quiet and attractive rural roads 
which would be popular for leisure cycling. 

Reaching the town centre from the south is a real 
challenge. The King Edmund Community School 
occupies all the available space between the 
Westerleigh Road and Sundridge Park. The first 
is heavily trafficked and the second, narrower, 
and a bus route with parking either side. Although 
Sundridge Park is classified as an “advisory 
cycle route” it is probably not attractive to novice 
cyclists, and there is no route through the shopping 
centre beyond Kennedy Way.

Whilst we recognise that this discontinuity is not 
easy to resolve, we do consider that unless it is, 
cycling cannot flourish in this part of town. The only 
real opportunity for a route through the Centre is to 
piece together fragments of path from the Health 
Centre off Stenshawe Crescent, across Kennedy 
Way, and past the Leisure Centre to reach the Glen 
(which links northwards towards Greenways Road 
and potentially through to the network of cycleways 
in the northeast of the town).

The second problem is reaching Stenshawe 
Crescent. From the Westerleigh Common direction 
a route via Lyndale Road and Priors Lea could be 
put in place quite easily, although crossing the main 
Westerleigh Road will need to be provided for. But 
to the south the only practical options would seem 
to be one or other side of King Edmund Community 
School. This could possibly be via a Greenway 
corridor fenced off from the western side of the 
school grounds, or along the boundary of the tennis 
courts, or some fairly determined work along the 
west side of Sundridge Park. These 3 options are 
shown in the sketch plan here. The most direct 
route, beside the tennis courts should be bourne in 
mind in any school redevelopment plans.

Typical paths in Yate
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Options to pass King Edmund Community School

Routes in the Southwest of Yate - see Appendix 2 for detailed maps

1

Town 
Centre

Route through the town centre?




