SAVE THORNBURY’S GREEN HERITAGE
WHO ARE WE?
Save Thornbury’s Green Heritage came about spontaneously - beginning on 4th May 2010 when local residents in North West Thornbury first spotted surveyors in the fields around Park
Farm. We immediately contacted South Gloucestershire Council and subsequently discovered
that the area had been selected as a ‘preferred’ option for housing development in the Core
Strategy. This was the first time that local residents became aware of any such proposal.
Within 3 days of this, 30 residents had met to try and piece together how this had come about.
Following extensive reading of South Gloucestershire’s Core strategy documents, all of which
had been prepared without our knowledge, we set up a Steering Group to take the views of
local people to relevant parties.
We started with a letter sent to all Thornbury Town Councillors, the Spatial Planning Team
and our MP - asking questions and seeking engagement on the issues surrounding selection
of this area as the ‘preferred’ site.
A meeting was set up between Spatial Planning, South.Glos/Thornbury Town Councillors
(TTC) and ourselves, where we presented the views of local residents and concerns over the
consultation process and evidence base. However, as the content of the Core Strategy PreSubmission Draft was already published by this time, there was no opportunity, during this
consultation phase, to discuss the merits of what is proposed for Thornbury in the Core
Strategy.
We also spoke at three Town Council meetings, urging Councillors to acknowledge the
increasing public concern in relation to building on the ‘preferred site’, and to take on board
the fact that the vast majority of residents had not been aware of these crucial decisions being
made regarding our town or been engaged with during the process. However, it seems many
of the Town Councillors were very involved in the decision making process, so have not
welcomed this response by local people.
We set up a website http://www.greenandpleasantthornbury.blogspot.com and produced a
leaflet which we distributed to about 1000 homes in Thornbury, all aiming to raise awareness
of the Core Strategy proposals and urging people to respond.
Extensive research by members of the group started to piece together what happened during
the Core Strategy preparation process and why the majority of Thornbury’s local residents
knew nothing about selection of NW Thornbury as a ‘preferred’ site for development.
Residents were very concerned about having their voice heard, but very few felt able to
respond to South Gloucestershire Council using the challenging Formal Representation
process. It was agreed with South Gloucestershire Spatial Planning Team that all responses
to the Core Strategy in whatever format would be acceptable, as long as contact details were
supplied. As a result, we put together a very simple ‘response sheet’ that briefly summarised
some objections that could be made against the Core Strategy, together with further

information, including details of the website where the Core Strategy and Sustainability
Appraisal documents could be viewed. Several hundred of these were submitted by local
residents in objection to the selection of the preferred Site 6 and the lack of community
consultation during the preparation of the Core Strategy. Supporters who have registered on
our database or filled in response forms number over 500.
We made it clear in our representation that our aim as a group is to be involved with helping
shape what is best for Thornbury as a town. We had been motivated to respond to the Core
Strategy because we are passionate about the town we live in and the fantastic area we have
to the NW side of Thornbury, which so many others in Thornbury and beyond also value.
In September 2010 we met with SGC to propose a proper analysis of the needs of the town,
but were only offered involvement in the planning of the Park Farm site. We continued to
attend Thornbury Council and Development Committee meetings, and to research the SGC
websites. We collected more data, through Freedom of Information requests and slowly
pieced together the story behind the selection of Park Farm as the preferred location for
development in Thornbury.
In December we attended and spoke at the various SGC meetings (including the Cabinet,
JPSE and full Council), expressing our concerns about the process and the lack of proper
engagement with Thornbury’s residents. This was difficult – reading and digesting 750 pages
of amended Core Strategy in less than a week, and making salient points in the 5 minutes
available to members of the public at the meetings was daunting.
It was also frustrating, as clearly no one in SGC, TTC, or the Spatial Planning team was
prepared to pay more than lip service to the points raised. Fortunately our MP, Steve Webb,
has continued to voice his concern about “the way Park Farm was identified in the first place
and about the failure of SGC to amend its plans following the overwhelming local response to
the Core Strategy”. We had some effect however, as the Thornbury section of the Core
Strategy was subsequently rewritten, albeit only to ensure they had removed the more
obvious unjustifiable statements.
This pack of ‘comments’ is focused on the revisions to the Core Strategy, and it also contains
updates on the sections submitted in our representation of August 2010. We have also used
technical data from the SGC website used for the master planning workshop on 1st February
2011. It is clear from the dates on the reports that it has been in the possession of SGC since
the autumn, but they have only seen fit to share it with the community in the last month, after
the Core Strategy has been signed off.
We hope that you, the Planning Inspector, will understand our wish to share our concerns with
you, and make allowance for the way we have presented our evidence. Most of us have very
little experience of planning processes, and we do not have the resources that are available to
the Council.
We have spent a great deal of time researching our case and we feel outraged at the way the
residents of Thornbury have been treated over this proposed development. All we want is for
a proper process to be followed to identify Thornbury’s needs, and a proper plan to address
them – discussed in the open with the residents of the town.
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