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Dear Mr Rob Crabtree,  
 
PATCHWAY, HIGHWOOD ROAD: PROPOSED TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT CHANGES.  

 
Many thanks for your letter and petition dated 30th October 2011.  
 
Please find enclosed a response to the three main points in your petition.  
 
I trust this response is satisfactory. However, should you have any further queries, please do 
not hesitate to contact the officer named in the letter heading.  
 
Yours faithfully  

 

 

 

Mark Parry 

Principal Engineer  

Streetcare and Asset Management 
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Response to the 3 main points raised in the petition.  
 
“Point 1 – I / We oppose the closing of Highwood Road to traffic and want it to remain as it is a 
dual carriageway for two-way traffic linking Patchway roundabout to the Rock roundabout. 
Further, I / We do not want any feeder roads to be added bringing traffic to or from the new 
development known as Charlton Hayes; these should only feed into Hayes Way.”  
 
South Gloucestershire Council (SGC) approved a planning application in 2007 to develop the 
“Northfield” site in Patchway. All documents and further details relating to this planning application ref. 
PT03/3143/O was available to all members of the public on the Council’s website.  
 
One of the key items of the planning consent was that Highwood Road would become a single 
carriageway between the Standing Stone Roundabout and ‘The Boulevard’. The section of Highwood 
Road between Coniston Road and the Boulevard would be a dedicated bus only road (including 
cyclists). Highwood Road will remain a dual carriageway between the junction of Highwood Road with 
the Boulevard / Durban Road and Patchway Roundabout.  
 
The future new layout of Highwood Road will soon be different from its current profile as it will be more 
easily accessible to pedestrians, cyclists, and public transport users, and that new bus stops will be 
created along the bus only section of Highwood Road.  
 
The closure of Highwood Road to general traffic will then allow the establishment of a “Linear Park” 
and create wider benefits to the whole of the Patchway community.  
 
The principle case for this closure is as follows.  

• Highwood Road open to all traffic will be a barrier to the integration of the new community with 
the existing settlement. The removal of that barrier was one of the principle issues in support 
of the recently approved planning permission for the “Linear Park”.  

• The “Linear Park” will be an asset available to all of the community, both new and existing. If 
Highwood Road were to remain open to all traffic it will severely undermine the amenity value 
of the Park by deterring the most vulnerable users and also exposing those people who do 
use the Park to increased risk of personal injury due to the proximity of the busy urban road.  

• The new spine road, Hayes Way, has been designed to accommodate all traffic movements, 
with the exception only of very local traffic accessing the Coniston Road area and the new 
housing development. Highwood Road is meant to provide a bus priority which would become 
available for the North Fringe Hengrove Package mass transit in due course.  

 
It should be stated that the Traffic Orders recently promoted were intended to formalise the planning 
decision made in February 2011 to close Highwood Road to through traffic.  
 
“Point 2 – I / We want the cycle crossing hump on Coniston Road near Bradley Road removed 
as it is an accident waiting to happen. I / We want it replaced with a road level crossing with 
dropped kerbs as has been constructed in Baileys Court Road, Bradley Stoke or a road level 
legal zebra crossing with signs reminding cyclists that they must dismount to use it.” 
 
An uncontrolled raised crossing was installed on Coniston Road near Bradley Road as part of the 
Cycle City Project. Cycle City Route 4, which connects the centre of Bradley Stoke with The Mall via 
Aztec West, crosses Coniston Road at this point. Raised crossings are generally considered safer 
than those that are not raised because drivers are forced to slow down. This gives drivers, pedestrians 
and cyclists more time to react and reduces the likelihood and severity of an accident occurring. The 
scheme was subject to a full Road Safety Audit.  
 
Speed readings taken at the crossing point prior to the introduction of the raised table recorded 
northbound 85

th 
percentile speeds of 28mph and southbound 85

th
 percentile speeds of 32mph. Further 

speed readings are planned to be collected in January 2012 and these should identify how much 
speeds have been reduced by the installation of the speed table.  
 
There have been no injury accidents recorded here during the past 3 years. 
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Surveys carried out in October 2011 showed that just over 300 pedestrians and cyclists used the 
raised crossing in a 12-hour period.  
 
South Gloucestershire Council was recently successful in its bid for Local Sustainable Transport 
Funding (LSTF) to provide further improvements to cycle routes to link residential areas with places of 
employment. As part of this project it is planned to further upgrade the route through Patchway and the 
proposals include provision of a zebra crossing on the existing raised hump on Coniston Road near 
Bradley Road. As the basis of the funding is to encourage cycling, the erection of “Cyclists Dismount” 
signs would be contrary to its aims. However, we will, as part of the project, investigate how cyclists 
could legally use the crossing, and, to ensure the crossing operates safely, we will ensure that it is 
subject to a Road Safety Audit. 
 
Consultation on the Local Sustainable Transport Funding project will take place during December 
2011. Public advertisement of the proposed zebra crossing is currently programmed to take place in 
Spring 2012. Subject to no objections being received, it is envisaged that the zebra crossing would be 
constructed in the summer of 2012.  
 
“Point 3 – I / We want, before any further development of the Northfields / Charlton Hayes site 
the adding of North / South bus and cycle lanes and footpaths on the new Hayes Way as we 
understand originally intended, or if not as I / we believe is required to fulfil the transport needs 
/ infrastructure of the planned future developments. This is the obvious feeder route for the 
Mall and is essential to keep traffic moving now and into the future. I / We believe that all feeder 
roads and bus lanes from the new Charlton Hayes development must feed into Hayes Way.”  
 
The currently proposed bus link is an intrinsic part of planning permission reference PT03/3143/O 
issued in March 2008. The detailed design of the bus link and the associated Linear Park was granted 
planning permission in February 2011. These planning applications were subject to extensive public 
consultation over a number of years.  
 
The proposal has also been subject to careful traffic modelling. The petition refers to the excessive 
journey delays experienced by Patchway residents in the recent past and in the ten years following the 
opening of the Mall, Highwood Road was severely congested on weekends and at busy shopping 
times such as bank / public holidays. During that period residents frequently complained of not being 
able to “get out of their driveways”. The principles of the road network associated with the new 
development were therefore carefully designed to overcome the adverse effects of that congestion on 
the living conditions of the existing Patchway residents. As part of the Council’s proposals Hayes Way 
has been built between the A38 and Cribbs Causeway (at a cost of in excess of £6M) to act as a relief 
road for Patchway. All through traffic will be directed to this new road thus only local Patchway traffic 
will enter into Highwood Road. 
 
While the Council is very confident that there will be no material change to traffic levels on Coniston 
Road and the local road system, under the terms of the Section 106 Agreement attached to the 
planning permission, a contribution of £100,000 (plus indexing) was paid in Autumn 2009 towards 
traffic surveys and mitigation measures on Coniston Road. This sum can be expended on mitigation 
works if there is proven to be an increase in “rat running”. “Before” traffic surveys were carried out in 
2008 and again in 2009 and an interim traffic count survey was undertaken recently. Subject to any 
decision of the Council’s Executive Member for Planning, Transportation and the Strategic 
Environment that might be made on the current closure proposals, “after” counts will be undertaken in 
2012. 
 
Thus the proposal has been subject to exhaustive public consultation, it has been carefully traffic 
modelled over a number of years and “before” traffic surveys have been carried out. Subject to a 
decision to continue with the proposed closure to general traffic, “after” traffic surveys will be carried 
out. In the unlikely event that problems do arise on Coniston Road, the developer has provided funds 
to mitigate the impact.  
 
Finally, the closure is reversible; if all of the modelling proves to be wrong and the petitioner is correct 
then Highwood Road can be reopened to all traffic.  


