
 

 

South Gloucestershire 
Core Strategy 
Representation Form 

  
 
Please return to: Planning Policy & Specialist Advice Team, South Gloucestershire Council, PO Box 
2081, South Gloucestershire, BS35 9BP; or if in electronic form to planningLDF@southglos.gov.uk

Responses must be received by Friday 17 February 2012 
This form has two parts: 
• Part A – Personal Details. Only one copy required. 
• Part B – Your representation(s). Please fill in a separate sheet for each representation you wish to 

make.  Part B of the form can be detached and photocopied. 
 

Before completing this form please refer to the attached supporting guidance notes which are 
also available at www.southglos.gov.uk/postsubmission  

PLEASE NOTE THAT YOU DO NOT HAVE TO USE THE RESPONSE FORM 

Part A 
 

1. Personal Details*      2. Agent’s Details (if applicable) 
*If an agent is appointed, please complete only the Title, Name and Organisation 
boxes below but complete the full contact details of the agent in 2.   
Please give all details 

Title       
   
First Name       
   
Last Name       
   
Job Title        
(where relevant)  

Organisation        
(where relevant)  

Address Line 1       
   
Line 2       
   
Line 3       
   
Post Code       
   
Telephone Number       
   
E-mail Address       
(IF YOU PROVIDE AN EMAIL ADDRESS WE WILL USE THIS TO CONTACT YOU) 

PLEASE BE AWARE THAT REPRESENTATIONS RECEIVED, 
INCLUDING PERSONAL DETAILS, CANNOT BE KEPT CONFIDENTIAL. 
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Part B – Please use a separate sheet for each representation 
Part B of this form can be detached and copied if you wish to make more than one representation. 
 

Your representation should cover all the information, evidence and supporting information necessary to 
support/justify the representation and the suggested change, as there will not normally be a subsequent 
opportunity to make further representations following this stage. 
 

After this stage, further submissions will only be at the request of the Inspector appointed to examine the 
Core Strategy, based on the matters and issues he/she identifies for examination. 
 

3. To which part of the Core Strategy does your comment relate? 
 
Paragraph  Policy  Other e.g. Map, 

table, figure, 
key diagram

  

4. Give details of your comment.  Please be as precise as possible. 
If you wish to support the Core Strategy, please also use this box to set out your comments.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continue on a separate sheet /expand box if necessary) 
5. Please set out what change(s) to the Core Strategy you consider necessary.  It will be 
helpful if you are able to put forward your suggested revised wording of any policy or text. 
Please be as precise as possible. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continue on a separate sheet /expand box if necessary) 



Before completing sections 6 & 7 please refer to the attached supporting guidance notes which are also 
available at www.southglos.gov.uk/postsubmission   
 

If you feel unable to answer questions 6 or 7 then you may leave them blank. 
 
6. Do you consider the Core Strategy Development Plan Document is: 

 
  

  

a) Legally compliant? (please refer to 
guidance notes) 
 
b) Sound? (please refer to guidance 
notes) 

Yes 
 
Yes   

 

 
No 
 
No 

 

 
7. If you consider the DPD is unsound is this because it is not: 
(1) Justified?   
   
(2) Effective?   
   
(3) Consistent with national policy?   
 

 
8. If your representation is seeking a change, do you consider it necessary to participate at the 
oral part of the examination? 
 

  No, I do not wish to participate at the  
oral examination  Yes, I wish to participate at the  

oral examination 
 
9.  If you wish to participate at the oral part of the examination, please outline why you consider 
this to be necessary: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please note the Inspector will determine the most appropriate procedure to adopt to hear those who 
have indicated that they wish to participate at the oral part of the examination. 
 

Please tick the boxes if you wish to be notified of any of the following (you do not have to answer this 
question as we will keep you informed of progress with the Core Strategy): 
 

 The publication of the recommendations of the Inspector appointed to carry out the 
examination of the Core Strategy. 

 The Adoption of the Core Strategy. 
 

 
 

Signature: 

 
 
 
 

Date:  

 

http://www.southglos.gov.uk/postsubmission


 
 

GUIDANCE NOTES FOR MAKING COMMENTS ON THE CORE 
STRATEGY 

 
 

PLEASE NOTE THAT YOU DO NOT HAVE TO USE THE RESPONSE FORM  
AND YOU DO NOT HAVE TO REFER TO SOUNDNESS OR LEGAL COMPLIANCE  

IN YOUR REPRESENTATIONS 
 
Representations can be emailed to planningLDF@southglos.gov.uk or posted to: 
 
Planning Policy & Specialist Advice Team 
South Gloucestershire Council 
PO Box 2081 
South Gloucestershire 
BS35 9BP 
 
 
You can phone us on 01454 863469 if you would like copies of the response form to be posted 
to you. 
 
To help us analyse your comments, please always make sure you state which specific part of 
the Core Strategy your representation relates to and what change(s) you would like to see 
made.   
 
 
2) Understanding the process 
 
Your representation(s) will be submitted to the independent Inspector appointed by the 
Government to examine the Core Strategy.  This process is known as the ‘Examination in 
Public’ (or EiP). 
 
At the examination the Inspector will consider whether the Core Strategy is legally compliant 
and sound.  He will decide if there are any changes that are needed to improve the document 
and will publish a report detailing the changes that the Council must make to the Core Strategy 
before it is adopted. 
 
Because of the way the Inspector will run the examination, representations should be made on 
whether you think the Core Strategy is legally compliant or sound: 
 

1) If you want to comment on the way in which the Council has prepared the Core Strategy, it 
is likely your comments or objections will relate to a matter of legal compliance. 

 
2) If it is the actual content of the plan you wish to comment on, it is likely it will relate to 

whether the Core Strategy is justified, effective or consistent with national policy.  In this 
case your comments relate to whether the plan is sound. 

 
Further explanation is given below. 
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2) Legal Compliance and Tests of Soundness 
 
This section provides further information about how the Core Strategy is assessed in terms of 
legal compliance and soundness. 
 
Legal Compliance 
 
At the examination the Inspector will check that the Core Strategy meets legal requirements.  In 
particular the Inspector will be checking to make sure that the following has been done: 
 

• The Core Strategy has been produced in accordance with the Local Development 
Scheme (LDS).  This is the project plan which sets out the timetable for preparing the 
Core Strategy. 

• The process of consultation and engagement has been in general accordance with the 
South Gloucestershire Statement of Community Involvement. 

• The Council has published the documents set out in regulations, and made them 
available at its main offices and on its website.  

• The Council has placed local advertisements and notified statutory consultees (as set 
out in the regulations) and any people who have requested to be notified. 

• The Council has provided a Sustainability Appraisal Report. 
• The Core Strategy has regard to national and regional policy. 
• The Core Strategy has regard to the Sustainable Community Strategy for South 

Gloucestershire. 
 
If you think any of these matters have not been undertaken you should specify it in your 
representation. 
 
 
Tests of Soundness 
 
Commenting on the tests of soundness will probably be what most people want to do.  The 
three tests of soundness are: 
 
i) Is the Core Strategy justified?  To be justified, the Core Strategy needs to be: 

• Founded on a robust and credible evidence base, involving evidence of participation by 
the community and others with an interest in the area. 

• Based on choices which are backed up by facts. 
• The most appropriate strategy when considered against reasonable alternatives.  These 

alternatives should be realistic and subject to sustainability appraisal. 
 
ii) Is the Core Strategy effective?  To be effective, the Core Strategy should: 

• Be deliverable. 
• Have sound infrastructure delivery planning. 
• Have no regulatory or national planning barriers to delivery. 
• Have delivery partners who are signed up to it. 
• Be coherent with the strategies of neighbouring authorities. 

 
iii) Is the Core Strategy consistent with national policy?  The Core Strategy should be 

consistent with national policy. Where there is a departure (i.e. inconsistency), the Council 
must provide clear and convincing reasoning to justify their approach. Conversely, you may 
feel the Council should include a policy or policies which would depart from national or 
regional policy to some degree in order to meet a clearly identified and fully justified local 
need, but the Council has not done so. In this instance it will be important for you to say in 
your representations what the local circumstances are that justify a different approach to 
that in national or regional policy. 



 
If you think the content of the Core Strategy is not sound because it does not include a policy 
where it should do, you should go through the following steps before making representations: 
 

• Is the issue with which you are concerned already covered specifically by any national 
planning policy? If so it does not need to be included. 

• Is what you are concerned with covered by any other policies in the Core Strategy? 
There is no need for repetition in the Core Strategy. 

• If the policy is not covered elsewhere, in what way is the Core Strategy unsound without 
the policy? 

• If the Core Strategy is unsound without the policy, what should the policy say? 
 
Using the Response Form 
 
The response form asks which test of soundness you think is relevant to your representation(s).  
Please do not worry if you are unable to complete this task – if necessary the Council can do 
this for you.  It will not make any difference to the value or importance of your representation(s). 
 
3) General Advice 
 

• Representations are only valid if your name and address are supplied. 
• Agents should state the full name or organisation of who or which they are representing. 
• Please clarify which specific paragraph, policy, table or map you are commenting on. 
• If commenting on a number of paragraphs or policies, a separate response form should 

be completed for each.  Response forms can be obtained from the Council’s website at 
www.southglos.gov.uk/postsubmission or by phoning 01454 863469. 

• Any objection to the Core Strategy being unsound needs to be backed up with reasons 
why and should indicate what needs to be done to make it sound. 

• Defamatory or spurious comments will not be considered. 
 
4) What will the Council do with my details? 
 
All comments, whether received electronically or in hard copy, will be treated exactly the same.  
Please be aware that representations received, including personal details, cannot be kept 
confidential.  The Council will be required to publish a schedule of all representations received 
together with information on which person/organisation made each one.   
 
 
 
5) Request for future notification 
 
Representations may be accompanied by a request to be notified of any of the following: 

• The publication of the recommendations of the Inspector appointed to carry out the 
examination of the Core Strategy. 

• The adoption of the Core Strategy. 
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