
 
 

Statement of Reasons 
 

Shorthill Road and Westerleigh Road, Westerleigh 
 Proposed Traffic Management Measures 

 
Background 
 
A scheme to investigate measures to reduce traffic speeds on Shorthill Road 
through the village of Westerleigh was given a high priority by Frome Vale 
Area Committee. This followed continued concerns from residents and 
members over the speed of traffic using this road.   
 
Objective 
 
To get a true feel for the problem a site meeting was arranged for Wednesday 
9th November 2011 where Councillor Young, a number of residents and a 
representative from the parish council attended. The aim of the visit was to 
walk through the village, and get the views from the attendees of what they 
wanted in terms of improvements and additional safety measures. 
 
Issues Raised 
 

A number of issues were raised whilst walking the route as follows:-  

1. Traffic Speeds appear to be very high in both directions, but more so 
the traffic heading south up the hill towards the Westerleigh Road 
signalised junction. 

2. The visibility was very poor for the residents at the first property 
(Hillside Cottage) near to the village gateway feature when leaving their 
driveway in a vehicle. One problem being that the vegetation is 
overgrown and covering the 30mph / 40mph speed limit signage for 
traffic heading down the hill into the village. 

3. Can the speed limit be reduced to 30mph from the Westerleigh Road / 
Shorthill Road crossroads right through to the junction of Nibley Lane 
with Badminton Road? 

4. A request was made for the installation of a Speed Camera. The 
resident was informed that this would be very costly, and in any case 
no monies are available from Central Government because of the cut 
backs. 

5. It was discussed that the existing vehicle activated sign appeared to be 
in the wrong place. It was too far down the hill, so cars had already 
travelled a long way into the village before being warned to slow down. 

6. A request was made for a pedestrian refuge with a raised speed table 
in the vicinity of the village hall. 

7. A request was made for dropped kerbs to allow pedestrians to cross 
the road in the vicinity of the church and village green.  



 
 

8. A request was made to improve the signage and road markings at the 
northern end of the village, to highlight to drivers that they are entering 
a village. Possible features to include an interactive sign, additional 
30mph repeaters, and making use of the railway bridge as a feature. 

 
Purpose of Measures 
 
The introduction of the proposed traffic management measures should 
discourage drivers from travelling at excessive speed through the village, thus 
helping residents in accessing there driveways, as well as aiding in crossing 
the carriageway. 
 
Drawing Reference 
 
Details of the proposals are shown on drawing numbers: 
 

• T434-221-01 – Traffic management proposals (Sheet 1 of 5) 

• T434-221-02 – Traffic management proposals (Sheet 2 of 5) 

• T434-221-03 – Traffic management proposals (Sheet 3 of 5) 

• T434-221-04 – Traffic management proposals (Sheet 4 of 5) 

• T434-221-05 – Traffic management proposals (Sheet 5 of 5) 
 
Timescale 
 
Subject to comments received during the consultation period it is anticipated 
the detailed design will commence early in the 2012/13 financial year.  
 
 


