
Planning for Local Areas Event: 26 November 2012. 
Summary of event and next steps 
 
Attendance 
This half day event was organised by the Strategic Planning Policy & 
Specialist Advice Team and attended by 30 South Gloucestershire members, 
town and parish clerks and councillors, and representatives from interested 
groups and individuals. Council officers who specialise in housing enabling, 
community engagement, the provision of research and information and 
partnership working also supported the event, which included presentations, 
question and answer sessions and practical tasks. A full list of attendees can 
be viewed here.  
 
Task 1 
On arrival, delegates were asked to identify on post it notes, 3 or 4 examples 
of issues or problems that they were aware of in their local area.  Each issue 
was placed on a grid to identify whether it was a local or national issue and 
whether it was a planning or non planning issue.   
 
The purpose of this exercise was to enable the group to understand quickly 
the extent to which different local issues can be addressed by statutory 
planning policies in Neighbourhood Development Plans or the Policies Sites 
and Places Development Plan Document.  In addition it gave delegates 
experience of a simple technique which they could use to help to facilitate 
local engagement events.   
 
Instructions for Task 1 and photographs of the grids produced during this task 
can be viewed here. 
 
Presentation 
Officers of the Strategic Planning Policy & Specialist Advice team gave a 
presentation covering:  

 
• An update on the national planning context – the localism and growth 

agendas 
• An update on the South Gloucestershire Core Strategy including the 

Inspector’s initial findings after the Examination in Public and the 
council’s response. 

• How the Core Strategy will influence future development in South 
Gloucestershire for the urban areas, market towns and villages. 

• Update on Policies, Sites & Places DPD – work will start on this in the 
New Year. It will contain detailed development control and local 
planning policies for the area and, along with the Core Strategy, will 
form the new “Local Plan” for South Gloucestershire. 

• Update on Neighbourhood Planning including an introduction to the 
new council web page which will give regularly updated information on 
neighbourhood planning, a summary of the content of council training 
events and where to find key documents and sources of help. 

https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/gf2.ti/f/339298/8830821.1/PDF/-/Actual%20Attendance%20list%20for%20Local%20Areas%20Event%2026%2011%2012doc.pdf
https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/gf2.ti/f/339298/8830853.1/PDF/-/Task%201%20final.pdf


• Introduction to plan making process – the steps required to develop 
local planning policies. 

 
The presentation can be viewed here. 
 
Questions and Answers 
After the presentation there was an opportunity for questions and discussion 
about issues raised.  During the discussion the following issues were covered:  
 
In response to a question about a Daily Telegraph article Patrick Conroy 
confirmed that two areas of Green Belt land east of Harry Stoke and west of 
the A4018 at Cribbs Causeway will be removed as a result of the Core 
Strategy.  This is in response to the high levels of growth which the Council is 
required by national policy to accommodate. 
 
The potential to add areas of Green Belt land to compensate for losses was 
discussed.  There is no national requirement to do this.  This would have to be 
done through a formal review of the Green Belt, however, adding new land at 
the outside edge of the Green Belt would not necessarily provide 
compensation to local communities for land lost on the urban edge. 
 
There was a wide ranging discussion about how communities and the council 
would be able to manage and resource the work involved in identifying issues, 
visions and policies for all areas of South Gloucestershire.   
 
There was discussion about the “non-strategic growth” identified in Core 
Strategy Policy CS5.  This policy has been subject to a number of changes by 
the Inspector and a response by the council and is not yet finalised however 
such growth would have to be appropriate to the area, limited in scale, and 
identified by the local community. 
 
A question was raised about the difference between the Policies Sites and 
Places DPD (PSP DPD) and Neighbourhood Planning in terms of process, 
including engagement.  The Council confirmed that the processes would be 
very similar and that this would be addressed in preparing material for working 
with communities on the PSP DPD and Neighbourhood Planning. Issues were 
raised relating to cost and timing for Parish and Town Councils and the need 
for communities to work quickly to identify issues and vision for their area if 
they are to work with Council effectively on the PSP DPD.   
 
It was requested that a link to the Avon Local Councils Association (ALCA) 
web site be added to the council’s new Neighbourhood Planning web page as 
this organisation also offers training and advice on engagement and 
Neighbourhood Planning. 
 
Thornbury Town Councillor - Clive Parkinson made a statement to confirm 
that the community of Thornbury felt badly let down by South 
Gloucestershire’s response to the inspector’s modifications in relation to 
Thornbury. 
 

https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/gf2.ti/f/339298/8830917.1/PDF/-/Final%20Planning%20for%20local%20areas%20event%2026%20November%202012.pdf
http://www.avonlca.org.uk/Avon-Local-Councils-Association/Default-3171.aspx


Task 2 
The purpose of this exercise was to develop a methodology for the process 
involved in deciding where to allocate land for a particular use in a 
neighbourhood or local plan.  As an example, the exercise involved the 
allocation of 10 houses to the edge of a rural settlement.  A village was used 
as an example but the issues and process could equally be applied to site 
allocations within the urban area.   
 
Using post it notes delegates were asked to write down 3 or 4 suggestions of 
what they would have to take account of in choosing the best site for the new 
development. 
 
These issues were brought together and through discussion grouped into 
themes.  In summary the three groups identified issues to consider as follows:  

Environmental constraints – archaeology, trees, ecology, flooding, 
historic buildings, landscape and views 
Access – distance to shops, school and other facilities, availability of 
public transport. 
Local infrastructure – drainage, sewers, road access 
Site availability – ownership, is the land available for development? Is 
there a developer on board? 
Site viability - is it economic to develop the land? 

 
The groups then discussed the need to have a transparent process to show 
how all these different issues affect all the potential areas for development 
and how they have been analysed and weighed up in coming to a conclusion 
about where to allocate the development. 
 
The Council commented briefly on the need for evidence in this process, what 
is already available (eg census, archaeological and flooding information held 
by the council), and what may need to be commissioned e.g housing needs 
survey for affordable housing.  There was strong support for this evidence to 
be provided in a form that is easy for parish & town councils to use to help 
with all aspects of local planning, including the identification of issues. 
 
The need for consultation with “statutory consultees” e.g. the Environment 
Agency, English Heritage and with the community was highlighted. 
 
Officers explained that as part of our collaborative working with communities 
this exercise will be used to develop a methodology for PSP DPD and NP in 
South Gloucestershire. 
 
Instructions for Task 2, the accompanying imaginary village map and the 
combined post it note sheets can be viewed here. 
 
Next Steps 
 
Patrick Conroy briefly outlined the next steps for local planning in South 
Gloucestershire. The Council will be starting consultation on the Policies Sites 
and Places DPD in the New Year.  Parish and town councils will be asked to 

https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/gf2.ti/f/339298/8830885.1/PDF/-/Task%202%20final.pdf


work with the Council to identify planning policies for their local area.  All 
parish and town councils will be asked to consider, in the New Year, whether 
their communities wish to deliver any locally initiated development and, if so, 
whether they would like this to be delivered through the Policies Sites and 
Places DPD or whether they wish to deliver this through Neighbourhood 
Planning.  
 


