
South Gloucestershire’s

Waste Strategy 2013 to 2019

South Gloucestershire’s waste vision is:  
Reduce, re-use, recycle, to encourage and support a sustainable South Gloucestershire by:

•	 recognising	the	importance	of	preventing	waste	
•	 	where	it	cannot	be	prevented,	giving	waste	a	second	life	through	re-use	and	recycling,	or	
through	the	generation	of	renewable	energy	

•	 only	disposing	of	waste	to	landfill	as	a	last	resort.

4 Sort it! centres

Other options we are considering include extending 
the variety of materials that can be recycled at Sort it! 
centres. SITA UK have just launched a trial of a Reuse 
shop at Thornbury Sort It!* centre, where they separate 
suitable items such as furniture, clothing and home 
wares, before reselling them to the local community at 
affordable prices. If successful, this could be extended 
to other areas of South Gloucestershire.
 
How likely do you think you are to use the 
following facilities at Sort it! centres? 
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Carpets, underlay & duvets 
recycling

Recycling of mattresses

A reuse shop

 

5  Other things we are planning to do to 
improve waste and recycling services 
and make them more efficient

Reducing black bin sizes

We are considering, over time, making the standard 
size of black wheeled bins smaller. A number of 
authorities, including Bristol, have moved to smaller 
sized residual bins as their range of separate recycling 
collections have increased. There is evidence that this 
approach encourages waste minimisation and more 
recycling.

 
Incentive schemes to encourage more 
participation in recycling

We are considering introducing trials of targeted 
community based incentive schemes to encourage 
home composting and recycling of food waste.  
For example, schools and other community groups 

could be nominated to receive financial rewards based 
on the number of households composting food or 
setting out their food bins over a set period.  

 
Recycling in flats

We are considering providing additional communal, 
co-mingled recycling wheeled bins for flats. Materials 
could then be collected together in the bins and then 
sorted into separate materials, later on, at a sorting 
facility in Avonmouth.

 
How strongly do you agree or disagree with other 
elements of our strategy? 

S
tr

on
gl

y 
ag

re
e

Te
nd

 to
 a

gr
ee

N
ei

th
er

 a
gr

ee
 o

r 
di

sa
gr

ee

Te
nd

 to
 d

is
ag

re
e

S
tr

on
gl

y 
di

sa
gr

ee

D
on

’t 
kn

ow

Reducing the size 
of black bins

Use of incentives 
to encourage 
composting and/
or recycling of 
food waste

Improved 
recycling facilities 
at flats

We want to hear your views on the future of South 
Gloucestershire’s waste and recycling services

www.southglos.gov.uk

Eighty four per cent of households in South 
Gloucestershire regularly recycle. In 2011/12 only 
27 per cent of your waste was sent to landfill. For 
the first time, the amount recycled, 53 per cent, 
exceeded the amount sent to landfill. This was 
also higher than the national target of 50 per cent, 
making us the fifth best out of 91 unitary authorities 
in England.  

We know that we can do more as it is estimated that 
half of the contents of the black bins could have been 
recycled using existing recycling services.

Why are we making changes?

There are a number of factors which mean we have to 
act now and make changes to the service we provide:

•  National Policy – The Government has set a target 
of 75 per cent of waste being diverted from landfill 
by 2020.

•  Making our services more efficient – We spend 
over £20 million each year on collection and 
disposal of our waste. As all council budgets come 
under increasing pressure we need to reduce the 
cost of providing waste services.

•  Climate change – If disposed of in landfill, bio-
degradable waste (such as food, wood and paper) 
decomposes over time to produce gases such 
as methane (which is a potent greenhouse gas). 
Reuse and recycling, and preventing waste in the 
first place can make an important contribution to 
reducing emissions. Waste can also be used to 
produce renewable energy, reducing demand for 
energy from fossil fuels.

•  Landfill Tax – Every tonne of waste that goes to 
landfill currently costs us £64 in landfill tax. This will 
rise to £80 by 2014.

•  Housing growth – By 2027 there will be an extra 
23,000 new homes in South Gloucestershire. This 
growth means we need to invest in additional 
infrastructure, including a new Sort It!* centre to 
replace the existing site at Stoke Gifford so that we 
can recycle more waste.

•  New technologies – We will be making the most 
of new technology to recycle more waste and make 
our services more efficient.

A full list and further details about all of these 
proposals is available in the draft strategy 
document on the website. 
www.southglos.gov.uk/wasteconsultation

Please use this space to make any comments 
about any aspect of the council’s proposed waste 
strategy.
 

 

 

 
Thank you for taking part in this consultation.  
Please return your completed survey by 20 May to: 

FREEPOST RRZE-CTRG-TJLJ, South 
Gloucestershire Council, Waste Strategy 
Consultation, Council Offices, Castle Street, 
Thornbury, BRISTOL, BS35 1HF 

About you
To help us understand how any changes to our waste 
strategy and services will affect different people living 
in the area, please answer the following optional 
questions about yourself. Responses will be treated 
confidentially and any personal information will not be 
published.

Please tell us your full postcode:

Are you responding as:
 A local resident
 A parish or town council
 A voluntary or community organisation
 A local business
 Other, please tell us:

Are you?
 Male
 Female
 Prefer not to say

How old are you?
 Under 25
 25 to 45
 45 to 65
 Over 65
 Prefer not to say

Do you consider yourself to be disabled?
 Yes
 No
 Prefer not to say

If yes, please tell us how this impacts your use of waste 
and recycling services:

 
 

Please tell us your ethnic origin:

SGC CREATIVE DESIGN     
Printed on recycled paper containing a minimum of 75% post-consumer waste S   
8660|02|13



If the council introduced a charge for garden waste 
collections, how would you deal with your green 
waste (you may tick more than one answer)?

 Home composting
 Take it to a community composting site
 Take it to a Sort it!* centre 
 Subscribe to one green bin collection (£36pa)
 Subscribe to two green bin collections (£72 pa)
  Club together with neighbours to share the costs of 

subscription to a green bin collection
  Purchase pre-pay bundle of sacks if they were 

offered
 Purchase pay as you go sacks if they were offered
 Don’t know
 I don’t have a garden
 Other, please comment below 

2 Composting

The council wants to encourage home composting 
wherever possible as the cheapest and best 
environmental option. One idea is that every newly built 
house is provided with a voucher for a free compost 
bin (cost of supply and delivery of a 220 litre compost 
bin currently £21.49) and supporting information on 
how to successfully compost as well as the benefits of 
doing so. 

Existing residents can buy a subsidised compost 
bin through the council at: www.southglos.gov.uk/
homecompostingbins

How strongly do you agree or disagree with 
providing subsidised compost bins to new 
households?
 Strongly agree
 Tend to agree
 Neither agree or disagree
 Tend to disagree
 Strongly disagree
 Don’t know

There are currently four community composting sites 
located at Thornbury, Hawkesbury Upton, Yate and 
Patchway.

What other potential locations do you think the 
council should consider for community composting 
sites?

Please tell us of any groups that may be interested 
in running a community composting site

3 Kerbside recycling collections

We are considering options to extend our kerbside 
collection service so that you can recycle more items 
from the kerbside such as small waste electrical and 
electronic equipment.

How likely do you think you would be to recycle 
the following materials in the kerb side collection 
facilities?

Ve
ry

 li
ke

ly

Q
ui

te
 li

ke
ly

Q
ui

te
 u

nl
ik

el
y

Ve
ry

 u
nl

ik
el

y

D
on

’t 
kn

ow

Mixed plastics (bottles and 
other plastic containers such 
as food pots and trays)*

Small household electrical 
appliances such as irons, 
toasters, hairdryers

Drink cartons, i.e. Tetra Paks

*This will exclude black plastic, which cannot be processed at this time

1 Charging for garden waste collection

Due to increased financial pressures and the need to 
invest in resident’s priorities the council has to make 
some tough decisions. Charging for garden waste 
collections is one of these potential decisions.

The council is considering charging for collecting 
garden waste, like neighbouring authorities, so that 
people have the choice whether to use it or not. This 
way, those that wish to use the service will pay for it. 
Currently, all households in South Gloucestershire 
contribute to this service via their council tax, even if 
they don’t have a garden.

 
We are considering a number of options.

You would pay You would get

OPTION 1: 

Annual 
subscription 
for green  
bin

£36/year
(£18/year if 
on certain 
benefits)

A 240 litre green 
bin that is emptied 
fortnightly throughout 
the year. If you 
generate lots of garden 
waste you can use 
additional bins at £36 
each.

We know that a large green bin may not be suitable 
for all households so in addition to offering a bin we 
could also offer a green waste collection using sacks. 
This could benefit households with limited storage, 
who only have an occasional need for green waste 
collection or who would like to top up the green bin 
collection at particular times of the year. 

 
There are two options for how we could do this:

OPTION 2:

Pre-pay 
bundle of 
sacks

£20/bundle
(£10/bundle 
if on certain 
benefits)

A bundle of 10 sacks 
which you would buy 
from the council, they 
would be put out on 
the same day as the 
green bins and must 
be used within 12 
months.

OPTION 3: 

Pay as you go 
sacks

£2/sack A sack which you 
could purchase from 
local shops or the 
council and put out 
whenever there is a 
green bin collection.

In all cases, if you don’t want 
any garden waste collected, you 
don’t have to pay anything. You 
only pay if you use the collection 
service. The council’s Sort It!* 
centres will still be available for 
residents to recycle their garden 
waste free of charge.

Options 1 and 2 save more as we 
would be able to design the collection routes more 
efficiently, whereas in Option 3 we would still have to 
drive by every household each fortnight in order to 
collect any garden waste sacks that might be put out 
for recycling.

 
Which of the following options do you think the 
council should introduce?

Services 
offered

Estimated 
savings to 
council

TICK ✓ 
THE OPTION 
YOU PREFER

OPTION 1 Annual 
subscription. 
Green bin 
only

£900k to 
£1.2m

OPTION 2 Choice of  
annual
subscription 
and/or  
pre-pay 
bundle of 
sacks

£900k to 
£1.2m

OPTION 3 Choice of  
annual
subscription 
and/or pay 
as you go 
sacks

£650k to 
£950k

What is the council going to do?

The council’s aims are to:

•   minimise the amount of waste generated in 
South Gloucestershire

•  reuse or recycle at least 50 per cent of all 
household waste

•  divert 85 per cent of all local authority collected 
waste from landfill

•  provide residents with service developments 
and new opportunities to recycle

•  invest resources wisely to represent good value 
for money for council tax payers.

 

Have your say

Have your say by completing this questionnaire or 
by visiting our consultation website, where you can 
complete our online survey or read the proposed waste 
strategy: www.southglos.gov.uk/wasteconsultation

You can also join us at one of our presentations where 
you will have an opportunity to find out more and 
discuss the proposals. Anyone is welcome to come 
along to the Waste Management Forum or an Area 
Forum, no need to book, just turn up.

•  12 March, 7pm – Waste Management Forum, 
Council Chamber, Thornbury

•  7 May, 7pm - The Chase Area Forum, Council 
Chamber, Kingswood

•  13 May, 7pm – Kings Forest Area Forum, Council 
Chamber, Kingswood

•  14 May, 7pm – Southern Brooks Area Forum, 
Abbeywood Community School

•  15 May, 7pm – Severn Vale Area Forum, Council 
Chamber, Thornbury

•  16 May, 7pm – Frome Vale Area Forum, Frampton 
Cotterell Primary School

How can I find out more?

Copies of the full draft strategy are available on our 
website and at all South Gloucestershire Libraries and 
One Stop Shops between 11 February and 20 May 
2013.

Visit: www.southglos.gov.uk/wasteconsultation 
Email: consultation@southglos.gov.uk  
Phone: 01454 868000

Write to: FREEPOST RRZE-CTRG-TJLJ, South 
Gloucestershire Council Waste Strategy 
Consultation, Council Offices, Castle Street, 
Thornbury BRISTOL, BS35 1HF

Please send completed questionnaires to the 
FREEPOST address above. No stamp is required.  
The deadline for responses is 20 May 2013. 

 

What will happen next?

At the end of the consultation period, councillors will 
make a decision on which of the proposals to include 
in the Waste Strategy. Work will then continue to take 
forward the service changes and improvements they 
approve which all contribute to our goals of reducing, 
reusing and recycling our rubbish, minimising the 
amount going to landfill and reducing the cost of 
running the service. Any new services will be delivered 
by SITA UK.

To achieve these aims the  
council is proposing the following:


