
 
 
 
 
 

Public consultation feedback 
 

Filton 
Filton roundabout - junction improvement 

Phase two 
 
The public consultation for the above scheme is now complete. The council has reviewed all 
comments received and gives the following feedback. 
 
Scheme background 
 
In early 2014, the new Southmead hospital redevelopment is due to be opened to the public. 
The developers provided funding to improve the capacity of the ring road approach to Filton 
Roundabout to address the additional congestion generated by the hospital development. Even 
with this planned improvement, the roundabout will still be heavily congested due to the volume 
of traffic in the area. 
 
The council would like to increase the capacity of this roundabout further than those 
improvements that can be delivered by the hospital funding alone. The council has successfully 
secured funding from the West of England Local Enterprise Partnership through the Revolving 
Infrastructure Fund (RIF) to deliver additional improvements at this junction. 
 
RIF is used to forward fund infrastructure that is required to unlock or serve growth leading to 
increases in job creation and housing delivery.  It is a revolving fund in that all funding allocated 
is repayable from a number of sources, mainly through developer contributions, government 
grants such as the ‘New Homes Bonus’ or business rates. 
 
This will provide the following further improvements to Filton Roundabout: 

• Reduce congestion - giving social and quality of life improvements to the local 
community 

• Improve traffic flow and journey reliability for the wider travelling community 

• Encourage and support economic growth for the area 

 
Filton Roundabout is a signalised junction and by increasing the capacity on one approach, 
benefits can be shared throughout the other arms by adjustments to the signal timings. This 
means that the operation of whole of the junction can be maximised. 
 
Scheme that was consulted upon 
 
Extending the ring road approach widening beyond that delivered by the hospital funded 
scheme described above. This will be achieved by:   

• Widening the road into the northern footway, the remaining footway will be varying in 
width between 5m and 2.5m at its narrowest point  

• Moving the eastbound lanes and central reserve over to create additional road space for 
the extended westbound approach lane 

• The westbound approach lane will be increased in length from 17 metres to 41 metres 
 
Drawing Reference 
A plan showing the hospital funded phase one scheme already delivered and the proposed 
phase two scheme is shown on drawing number: 



T413-324-38 – Ring road widening scheme - Phase 2 
 
Summary of the consultation 
 
A public consultation on the proposed phase two works was undertaken from 20 May 2013 to 
17 June 2013. Signs were erected on the road inviting the public to view the proposals and 
comment. Further details and plans showing the proposals were made available on the council’s 
consultation website. 
 
What are the results of the consultation? 
 
The consultation attracted five responses which can be broken down as follows: 
 

3 – No preference stated but asked questions or made additional comments or requests. 
2 – Expressed negative views about the scheme. 

 
A summary of the comments received in the consultation are included at the end of this report. 
 
What happens now? 
 
The scheme will begin construction in June 2014 
 



 
Ref Comment Officer response 

1 Widening road to increase capacity 
will not reduce congestion. 
(1 Respondent) 

The signal timings will be reprogrammed to make best use of 
the additional capacity. Because the junction is signalised, 
improvements in capacity can be dynamically shared across 
the whole roundabout. By passing a greater volume of traffic 
through the westbound ring road approach this phase can be 
shorter for a given number of vehicles. These additional 
seconds saved can be shared through out the other signals on 
the junction to maximise its overall operation. 

2 Roundabout circulatory is difficult to 
navigate with two sets of lights and 
four yellow boxes on it. 
(2 Respondents) 

The yellow boxes are there to ensure that the exits remain 
clear for traffic leaving the roundabout, this helps keep the 
circulatory carriageway clear for new traffic entering. The 
signals placed in the circulatory are an essential requirement 
of the roundabout signalisation. Without them traffic entering 
the roundabout on a green light would come into conflict with 
traffic circulating which would normally have priority on a 
roundabout. 

3 Signals on the roundabout circulatory 
need to be set so as soon as traffic 
enters the roundabout they are 
cleared to get off. Or remove the 
signals from the circulatory 
altogether. 
(1 Respondent) 

The signals placed in the circulatory are an essential 
requirement of the roundabout signalisation. Without them 
traffic entering the roundabout on a green light would come 
into conflict with traffic circulating which would normally have 
priority on a roundabout. 

4 A38 Southbound and Southmead 
road are both single lane traffic so 
this will create more bottlenecks 
further down the line. 
(1 Respondent) 

The council has additional highway improvement schemes for 
the A38 Corridor which includes improvements at Filton 
Roundabout. These schemes are due to be consulted on in 
the near future. 

5 Can a left turn to Gloucester road 
north be created? 
(1 Respondent) 

There is not enough room to fit in the necessary traffic island 
that would separate the two streams. This is because the 
traffic island would need to be wide enough to accommodate 
waiting pedestrians and cyclists. 

6 What happens to the pelican 
crossing on Gloucester Rd north 
100m after the bus stop? 
(1 Respondent) 

There are no plans to modify the existing pelican crossings 
under this scheme, and this scheme has no anticipated impact 
on them. 

7 Request for signalising A38 
Northbound entry. 
(2 Respondents) 

Filton Roundabout has been extensively modelled by 
specialist signals consultants. Options considering 
signalisation of all arms of the roundabout were modelled. The 
results showed that the junction operates most efficient when 
one arm remains un-signalised. 

8 Are the signals designed taking into 
account the increases in traffic from 
the new Airbus junction. 
(1 Respondent) 

Yes, the traffic modelling included for the anticipated flows 
form the new Airbus developments. 

9 Request adjusting the signal timings 
to allow increased flows for A38 
Northbound entry and progression 
through the roundabout. 
(1 Respondent) 

The signal timings will be reprogrammed to make best use of 
the additional capacity. The junction is modelled to maximise 
the efficiency of the whole roundabout including the 
uncontrolled A38 northbound entry. 

10 Will there be off peak working to 
minimise rush hour traffic disruption? 
(1 Respondent) 

Yes, the construction will be programmed to minimise lane 
closures during peak hour traffic. 

11 Request to improve the footway link 
for cyclists heading eastbound on the 
shield retail side. 
(1 Respondent) 

Where possible the footway will be widened out to 3.0m wide 
down to the Shield retail park signals junction. 

 


