
 

 

 
 

Statement of Reasons 
 
 

Almondsbury & Patchway 
M5 Junction 17 Roundabout 

Widening of Merlin Road and Highwood Lane and changes to road 
markings and signing 

 
Background 
The North Fringe of Bristol has demonstrated strong growth over the last two decades, 
placing more pressure upon the transport network in the area. The Cribbs Patchway 
New Neighbourhood Development will generate more journeys in this area, resulting in 
more traffic on the roads.  A transport strategy has been developed to manage the 
impact of these additional journeys, and this includes improvements at M5 Junction 17.  
This strategy was incorporated within the South Gloucestershire Core Strategy following 
public consultation including an Examination in Public.   
 
Last autumn, South Gloucestershire Council (SGC) secured funding from the 
Department for Transport (DfT) Local Pinch Point Fund to make these improvements to 
the local road network at M5 Junction 17. SGC are required to contribute local funds to 
this, which are coming from developer contributions. 
 
The Local Pinch Point Fund was created by the government as part of the 2012 Autumn 
Statement to provide funding to remove bottlenecks on the local highway network which 
are preventing growth and the provision of much-needed new housing and employment. 
This funding is only available until March 2015. 
 
The Highways Agency (HA) are developing a separate Highways Agency pinch point 
scheme at M5 J17, improving the southbound exit-slip. This will benefit traffic leaving the 
motorway, and complements the SGC scheme. 
 

The two schemes are separate but their development is being closely coordinated 
between SGC and the HA. Similarly the delivery will be coordinated to minimise the 
impact on the highway network and the travelling public. 
 

Purpose of Scheme 
 Reduce congestion on the motorway exit slip roads 
 Reduce congestion on Highwood Lane and Merlin Road for traffic entering M5 

Junction 17 
 Optimise the traffic flows through M5 Junction 17 

 

Proposed Scheme 
 Widening Highwood Lane exit to provide a third traffic lane at the Merlin 

Road/Highwood Lane traffic signals 
 Widening Merlin Road to provide a third traffic lane between the southbound exit 

slip and Highwood Lane 
 Change road markings to allow traffic from all three lanes of the northbound exit 

slip to circulate around the roundabout into Merlin Road 
 Upgrade traffic signals equipment 



 

 

 

Drawing Reference 
Existing Layout is shown on drawing 470310.AR.01.09.100 
Proposed Layout is shown on drawing 470310.AR.01.09.101 
 

Timescale 
Engineering works are planned to commence in January 2015, expected duration three 
months. 
The upgrade of the traffic signals could take place in autumn 2014 to allow the upgraded 
equipment to be in place prior to the engineering works. 


