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Purpose of the report 
 
This report is to feedback the results from the recent consultation on the 
proposal to introduce a 30mph speed limit on the A432 Badminton Road 
through Old Sodbury. The report has the following sections: 

• Background 

• Feedback from the consultation  

• Future programme 
 
Background 
 
The Frome Vale Area Forum have funded a scheme in the 2014/15 Local 
Transport Capital Programme to introduce a 30mph speed limit on the A432 
Badminton Road, Old Sodbury. 
 
The A432 which links Yate and Chipping Sodbury with the A46 and M4 
effectively divides the village of Old Sodbury into two halves. The current 
speed limit on the A432 Badminton Road through the village is 40mph but 
concerns have been raised by local residents, the Parish Council and local 
members that this is too high. Within the past three years there have been two 
serious and two slight collisions within the area of the proposed 30mph speed 
limit. 
 
Within Old Sodbury there are numerous residential properties, two schools, a 
petrol station and a number of junctions that are especially busy during 
School times. The Cotswold Way walkway, which is a popular route for 
walkers, also crosses the A432 Badminton Road within the area of the 
proposed 30mph speed limit. 
 
The purpose of the scheme is to reduce the speed of vehicles through Old 
Sodbury village, reduce disconnection of the two halves of the village, 
improve safety for pedestrians and improve safety for vehicles at junctions. 
 
The proposed scheme is to introduce a 30mph speed limit on the A432 
Badminton Road in Old Sodbury and at the junction with Commonmead Lane, 
install the sign assemblies required to implement the proposed 30mph speed 
limit, install 30mph speed limit roundel road markings and remove existing 
40mph speed limit signing and roundel road markings. 
 
 



Feedback from consultation 
 
Consultation material was forwarded to all frontages potentially affected by 
the proposed 30mph speed limit and consultation notices were posted on 
lighting columns in the local vicinity. A total of 50 responses were received 
that are detailed in Appendix A along with Officer comments. 
 
Future Programme 
 
This initial consultation was carried out to inform local residents, businesses 
and road users about the proposal to introduce a 30mph speed limit on the 
A432 Badminton Road, Old Sodbury and to ensure that their comments and 
concerns are taken on board at an early stage. In some circumstances this 
can lead to alterations to a proposal but in this case it has been decided to 
progress this scheme as originally proposed.    
 
The next stage will be for South Gloucestershire Council to formally advertise 
the Traffic Regulation Order with the proposal. This involves placing notices in 
the local paper as well as on lighting columns in the affected area, giving 
people an opportunity to formerly object to or support the proposed scheme.  
 
Depending on the outcome of this advertisement period, it is anticipated that 
works will begin on site shortly after the Traffic Regulation Orders have been 
signed and sealed. However, if objections are received during the advertising 
period South Gloucestershire Council will be required to take a report to the 
Frome Vale Area Forum for a decision on how to proceed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



APPENDIX A 
 
Comments received at initial 
consultation stage 

Officers comments 

 
Police response - the mean speeds are 
not suited to a 30mph limit and the 
nature of the road would not intuitively 
suggest to a driver that is was a 30mph 
limit.  
 
It is probable that the proposed scheme 
will create a high level of complaints 
about drivers' non-compliance, and 
therefore a demand for regular 
enforcement which may not be 
achievable.  
 
I accept there is little that can be done 
within a 30mph limit to remind drivers, 
but any limit that relies on enforcement to 
achieve compliance is a concern. The 
concerns remain, but there will be no 
official objection. 
 

 
Recommend that a scheme is added to 
the priority list for additional traffic 
management measures along this length 
of A432 Badminton Road to improve 
compliance with 30mph speed limit if 
implemented. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I am writing once again to voice my 
objections. Not so long ago I raised a 
complaint when you reduced the speed 
limit from 50 to 40mph and asked how 
long it would be until you reduced it to 
30mph? So how long will it be before you 
reduce it to 20mph and then 10mph, this 
is getting beyond a joke. I am a regular 
user of this road and live in Yate and my 
question is how far is this going to go 
before everybody says enough is 
enough. Are we all expected to drive 
around doing 20mph on every road? 
 
These constant speed reductions are 
going to start affecting businesses with 
couriers and supermarkets unable to 
make their deliveries on time.  
 
You are starting to take the mickey yet it 
seems no matter how many people 
object you ignore them anyway, you are 
just doing what you like now and you like 
to think that nobody can stop you.  What 
are you going to do if people start 
requesting an increase in the speed limit, 
nothing I expect, but the minute one 
person starts wanting a speed reduction 

 
The section of the A432 Badminton Road 
that recently had its speed limit reduced 
from 50mph to 40mph is a different 
section than that which the proposed 
30mph speed limit will cover. The 
proposed 30mph speed limit is proposed 
on the length of the A432 as it passes 
through Old Sodbury Village. 



you just do it no matter what anyone else 
thinks. 
 
How are you going to feel one day when 
you as a motorist are driving on a clear 
long straight road with no houses, 
pedestrians, built up area or anything 
else at 20mph or 30mph? Very fed up I 
expect and very frustrated, well you are 
contributing to this with constant speed 
reductions. 
 
In the strongest terms I object, I object, I 
object to this ridiculous 30mph speed 
limit proposal. 
 
 
We are writing to support the councils 
proposed reduction in the speed limit to 
30mph through the Old Sodbury village. 
 
We witness racing on a regular basis, 
overtaking on the wrong side of the 
bollards, hitting the bollards, speeds in 
excess of double the speed limit of 
40mph. 
 
To cross the road to the pub or go for a 
walk is hazardous as vehicles speed up 
and down the hill even though they are 
approaching turnings and residents 
driveways. 
 
In addition to the speed limit reduction, 
we are pleased to see that a speed 
camera vehicle will be placed along the 
route and would suggest tat it is also 
positioned at the top of the hill going out 
of the village regularly. 
 

 
Suggest that the scheme is progressed 
to formal advertisement. 
 

 
We live on Church Lane and support the 
reduction in speed to 30mph. However 
we feel the small piece of dual 
carriageway encourages and almost 
invites drivers to speed up in order to 
overtake on the hill. In order to prevent 
this we feel this part of the A432 should 
be made single lane only. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Suggest that the scheme is progressed 
to formal advertisement. 
 
The limited budget for this scheme does 
not allow for additional work such as the 
closure of the overtaking lane. This may 
be considered though as part of a future 
scheme. 
 



 
As a resident of Old Sodbury I am 
strongly in favour of this. However the 
current 40mph is widely ignored and I 
feel that you will need to introduce 
additional calming measures to make any 
real difference e.g. controlled pedestrian 
crossing between Cotswold Lane and 
Church Lane. 
 
 

 
Suggest that the scheme is progressed 
to formal advertisement. 
 
The limited budget for this scheme does 
not allow for additional traffic calming 
measures. This may be considered 
though as part of a future scheme. 
 

 
A pedestrian bridge or tunnel would be a 
far more effective solution to the most 
substantial reasons for this proposal, as it 
would be far more effective in improving 
pedestrian safety and uniting the two 
parts of the village than a reduced speed 
limit. Especially as it seems unlikely that 
reducing the speed limit by 10mph would 
have much effectiveness in reducing 
collisions. 
 

 
The costs involved and the land required 
to consider a bridge or tunnel would 
make either option prohibitive.  
 
Reducing a speed limit from 40mph to 
30mph can have a significant impact on 
reducing the number and severity of 
collisions. 
 

 
I would just like to say that is about time 
this speed limit was introduced in the 
village, I only hope that regular Police 
checks are put in place, as the number if 
vehicles especially motor bikes that 
speed through the village in excess of 
50mph are a regular feature, it would 
also be an advantage if signs were put 
up in the appropriate places to indicate 
that children are crossing the main road 
to the village school.                                                    
 

 
Suggest that the scheme is progressed 
to formal advertisement. 
 
 
 
The request for children crossing warning 
signs will be forwarded to the Assess & 
Decide team to investigate. 

 
Your continuing strategy of slowing down 
the traffic in the Yate area to ridiculously 
low levels by the use of reduced speed 
limits has become intolerable. The only 
people who are benefiting are the police 
who hound motorists who go more than 
10mph above the new speed limit like 
major criminals and of course you, as the 
money they raise from imposing all these 
fines increases their funding meaning 
you aren’t under so much pressure to 
fund them. 
 
The recent reduction of the speed limit 
from 50 to 40mph on Badminton Road 
and removal of the second lane on the 
Chipping Sodbury bypass has made the 

 
The proposed 30 mph speed limit was 
chosen as an Area Forum scheme 
following comments and concerns about 
the existing speed limit through Old 
Sodbury from local residents, the Town 
Council and local Member. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



road more dangerous, not less. 
Frustration at having to queue behind 
vehicles at and many times well below 
the speed limit means they overtake in 
frustration, at high risk to both other road 
users and pedestrians. 
 
I understand the motivation on the 
bypass – trying to slow down many 
young drivers who regularly had 
accidents there (and still do even with the 
reduced limit) but why should the majority 
have to bear the frustration and stress of 
driving at a ridiculously low speed given 
the road conditions for the irresponsible 
few. 
 
So fine-put a 30mph limit on a road that 
does need it in a village built up area but 
get rid of the ridiculous restrictions on the 
bypass and main road between Old 
Sodbury and along the bypass. It’s not 
working and wont work until you apply 
some intelligent thinking on alternative 
solutions to the young driver problems in 
Yate. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The 40mph speed limit has been in place 
for less than 12 months and was 
introduced to reduce the number and 
severity of accidents along that stretch of 
the road. 

 
I am writing in support of the proposed 
30mph speed limit. I live on Chapel Lane 
and regularly find it an issue crossing the 
road safely, especially with our young 
daughter in her pushchair, and feel that a 
reduction from 40 to 30mph would make 
it much safer. With 2 schools in the 
village on opposite sides of Badminton 
Road, I know reducing the speed limit 
would also make it safer for crossing for 
other parents and children too. 
 
My parents when staying with us have 
also experienced difficulty when crossing 
to walk round the village or to the church, 
as cars tend to speed through the village 
unaware that this road separates the two 
sides. 
 
Lastly I believe reducing the speed limit 
would make the junction in the centre of 
the village much safer. Currently within 
10 metres you have an entrance and exit 
to the petrol station, an entrance to an 
engineering business, a car park 
entrance to the Dog Inn plus a staggered 
crossroads with Chapel lane and 

 
Suggest that the scheme is progressed 
to formal advertisement. 
 



Cotswold Lane. With so many junctions 
in such a small area on a section of road 
that is difficult to see much distance, a 
reduced speed limit I believe would make 
this area much safer. 
 
 
I welcome the idea of a proposed speed 
limit, it’s long overdue! Could you tell me 
if the overtaking lane on the hill will 
remain? This is an invitation for drivers to 
speed. Also I think there should be a 
weight limit on lorries using Badminton 
Road. 
 
 
The placing of the Police camera van is 
fine but why not put one on Church Lane. 
It needs to face both directions but 
especially down the hill as drivers seem 
to think they are still on the motorway.  
 

 
Suggest that the scheme is progressed 
to formal advertisement. 
 
The overtaking lane will remain as the 
limited budget for this scheme does not 
allow for any additional measures above 
and beyond the required signing and 
road markings. 
 
The proposed location for the Police 
camera van was identified as the most 
suitable location for carrying out 
enforcement of the speed limit. 
 

 
There have been several serious 
accidents including fatalities on this 
section of road. 
 
I submit that a new 30 limit should extend 
further eastwards up to the Cross Hands 
junction until the road has cleared all of 
the residential area. At present, vehicles 
accelerate markedly once they have 
rounded the bend at the junctions with 
Church Lane and Hill Lane and head 
uphill often reaching speeds well in 
excess of the existing 40 limit while 
overtaking. This is particularly dangerous 
as they pass residential driveways, a 
footpath, the hidden junction on the blind 
bend with Catchpot Lane and then the 
vehicular entrances to Dodington House 
and the farm. 
 
I believe that maximum safety would be 
achieved by extending the 30 limit along 
the short distance between the junction 
with Hill Lane and the traffic lights at the 
Cross Hands junction. This would ensure 
a consistent limit along the road right 
through the village up to the traffic lights 
and avoid a confusing change of limit 
over this short distance. 
 

 
It would not be suitable to extend the 
proposed 30mph further east along the 
A432 Badminton Road then shown on 
the consultation drawings. As well as 
ensuring the proposed speed limit is 
suitable for the length of road there is 
also the issue of physically installing the 
required signing for the proposed 30mph 
speed limit.  
 
The A432 to the south east of the 
proposed location of the 30mph terminal 
signs has a lot of bends and is bordered 
by trees and hedges. The bends make it 
difficult/impossible to install the required 
speed limit terminal signs in a suitable 
location that will provide sufficient 
visibility distance of the signs and the 
bordering trees and hedges mean that 
ongoing regular maintenance would be 
required to ensure the signs did not 
become obscured, making the speed 
limit unenforceable. 
 
The location proposed in the consultation 
drawings ensures the visibility distance of 
the signs is sufficient and that there will 
be no ongoing issues with regard to trees 
or hedges obscuring the signs. This high 
visibility of the signs will ensure that 
drivers are clearly informed of the lower 
speed limit, giving them time to alter their 



speed accordingly and also ensure 
enforcement can be carried out if drivers 
exceed the speed limit. 
 
With regard to extending the speed limit 
further towards or up to the junction with 
the A46, this would likely lead to the 
effectiveness of the 30mph speed limit 
being reduced through the main built up 
area of Old Sodbury. 
 

 
I believe this is an excellent idea and will 
help massively to bring two parts of the 
village back together again, however I 
think it could go further and there is one 
important piece missing. 
 
To make crossing the road as safe as 
possible and to further bring the two parts 
of the village together it would make 
absolute sense to have a crossing 
installed with traffic lights. This would 
ensure the cars passing through the 
village have to stop rather than slow 
down at peak periods and would also 
ensure they are below the speed limit at 
the critical part of the village where most 
people cross. Ideally this would be by the 
Dog Inn or opposite the petrol station. 
 

 
Suggest that the scheme is progressed 
to formal advertisement. 
 
 
 
 
The limited budget for this scheme does 
not allow for additional work above and 
beyond the required signing and road 
markings.  
 
The request for a controlled pedestrian 
crossing will be forwarded to the Assess 
& Decide team to investigate. 

 
The Cotswold Conservation Board 
welcomes the proposal in principle 
however the board would wish careful 
consideration being given to the signing 
proposed. The board would request that 
the signage on the entrance to 
Commonmead Lane is reduced in 
accordance with current advice. 
 
The board is also not convinced that 
roundels on the board surface provide 
significant benefit in reducing speed 
limits, unless the council has evidence to 
the contrary. 

 
Suggest that the scheme is progressed 
to formal advertisement. 
 
The comments with regard to signing and 
road markings will be taken on board 
during the detailed design stage. 

 
I welcome the proposal for a speed 
reduction on the A432 at Old Sodbury. 
Any speed reduction is good for horse 
riders but in particular, this covers the 
stretch between Chapel Lane and 
Commonmead Lane as well as the 
crossing into the village. 

 
Suggest that the scheme is progressed 
to formal advertisement. 
 



 
Whilst I appreciate the move to reduce 
the speed on the A432 to 30mph I am 
very disappointed that you are keeping 
the overtaking lane and letting the 40mph 
remain halfway through the village. I do 
believe I live in the village also despite 
the fact it’s been chosen that the road is 
to remain at 40mph outside my home. In 
your statement of facts it states you want 
to reduce the two halves of the village it 
looks like you are trying to create two 
halves of the village. 
 
The have also been accidents with a 
recent death on the proportion of road 
you want to remain at 40mph. The fact 
you are allowing the overtaking lane to 
remain will still allow the traffic to speed 
through 
 
I welcome the change but want to know 
why only half way through and why the 
overtaking lane is to remain as this 
encourages overtaking and speeding 
through to the bend. 
 

 
It would not be suitable to extend the 
proposed 30mph further east along the 
A432 Badminton Road then shown on 
the consultation drawings. As well as 
ensuring the proposed speed limit is 
suitable for the length of road there is 
also the issue of physically installing the 
required signing for the proposed 30mph 
speed limit.  
 
The A432 to the south east of the 
proposed location of the 30mph terminal 
signs has a lot of bends and is bordered 
by trees and hedges. The bends make it 
difficult/impossible to install the required 
speed limit terminal signs in a suitable 
location that will provide sufficient 
visibility distance of the signs and the 
bordering trees and hedges mean that 
ongoing regular maintenance would be 
required to ensure the signs did not 
become obscured, making the speed 
limit unenforceable. 
 
The location proposed in the consultation 
drawings ensures the visibility distance of 
the signs is sufficient and that there will 
be no ongoing issues with regard to trees 
or hedges obscuring the signs. This high 
visibility of the signs will ensure that 
drivers are clearly informed of the lower 
speed limit, giving them time to alter their 
speed accordingly and also ensure 
enforcement can be carried out if drivers 
exceed the speed limit. 
 
The limited budget for this scheme does 
not allow for additional work such as the 
closure of the overtaking lane. This may 
be considered though as part of a future 
scheme. 
 

 
I have been campaigning for the speed 
limit to be reduced for over 18 months, 
when viewing your plans it doesn’t seem 
to cover the whole of Old Sodbury 
particularly the stretch of road outside my 
house, which I think is absolutely 
ridiculous as this is the fastest part of the 
road.  
 

 
It would not be suitable to extend the 
proposed 30mph further east along the 
A432 Badminton Road then shown on 
the consultation drawings. As well as 
ensuring the proposed speed limit is 
suitable for the length of road there is 
also the issue of physically installing the 
required signing for the proposed 30mph 
speed limit.  
 
The A432 to the south east of the 



proposed location of the 30mph terminal 
signs has a lot of bends and is bordered 
by trees and hedges. The bends make it 
difficult/impossible to install the required 
speed limit terminal signs in a suitable 
location that will provide sufficient 
visibility distance of the signs and the 
bordering trees and hedges mean that 
ongoing regular maintenance would be 
required to ensure the signs did not 
become obscured, making the speed 
limit unenforceable. 
 
The location proposed in the consultation 
drawings ensures the visibility distance of 
the signs is sufficient and that there will 
be no ongoing issues with regard to trees 
or hedges obscuring the signs. This high 
visibility of the signs will ensure that 
drivers are clearly informed of the lower 
speed limit, giving them time to alter their 
speed accordingly and also ensure 
enforcement can be carried out if drivers 
exceed the speed limit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I object in the strongest possible terms to 
the 30mph limit. It’s a wide road with an 
excellent safety record, just a few 
accidents in millions of car journeys 
confirms this. The character of the road 
has not changed. 40mph is already low 
for the type of road with few pedestrians 
and most properties being set well back 
from the road. 
 

1. please provide a list of speed limit 
cuts you have implemented in the 
past 15 years 

2. please provide a list of speed limit 
increases you have implemented 
in the past 15 years 

 
3. please explain how you plan to 

enforce the limit  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A list of all speed limit orders processed 
in the past 15 years has been forwarded 
as requested. 
 
 
 
 
The proposed scheme includes for 
provision of a Police Camera Van 
parking bay.  
 



4. please provide the police 
assessment, did they request the 
cut, do they think its necessary? 

 
5. will you be using speed cameras 

along that road? 
 
 
 

6. how does the accident rate on the 
road through Old Sodbury 
compare to national averages? 

 

The Police response to the consultation 
is shown at the top of this appendix  
 
 
The proposed scheme includes for 
provision of a Police Camera Van 
parking bay but there will be no 
permanent speed cameras installed. 
 
Unfortunately the available budget for 
this scheme would not allow for the time 
required to gather this information.  
 

 
Sirs I object to this proposal as 
unnecessary and an unjustified waste of 
our money. 
 

 
The proposed scheme has been selected 
and funded by the Frome Vale Area 
Forum. 

 
The reduction in speed limit from 40 to 
30mph is absurd. I frequently use this 
road to commute and find 40mph 
adequate. The road from Chipping 
Sodbury to Old Sodbury has been 
dramatically and unnecessarily reduced 
over the years. Reducing the speed limit 
is not a solution to stop people speeding 
– but it is a way of driving those of us 
whom obey the limits mad. Soon we 
needn’t bother driving anywhere as it 
would be quicker to cycle! Please stop 
taking the pleasure out of driving. 
 

 
The current speed limit on the A432 
Badminton Road through the village is 
40mph but concerns have been raised by 
local residents, the Parish Council and 
local members that this is too high. 
Within the past three years there have 
been two serious and two slight collisions 
within the area of the proposed 30mph 
speed limit. 
 
Within Old Sodbury there are numerous 
residential properties, two schools, a 
petrol station and a number of junctions 
that are especially busy during School 
times. The Cotswold Way walkway, 
which is a popular route for walkers, also 
crosses the A432 Badminton Road within 
the area of the proposed 30mph speed 
limit. 
 
The purpose of the scheme is to reduce 
the speed of vehicles through Old 
Sodbury village, reduce disconnection of 
the two halves of the village, improve 
safety for pedestrians and improve safety 
for vehicles at junctions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
We are writing to express our strong 
support for the proposed 30mph scheme 
and suggest some possible 
improvements: 
 

1. extend the proposed 30mph limit 
further towards the A46 

2. remove one of the lanes up the 
hill which will reduce vehicle 
speeds and make it possible to 
introduce a turning facility into 
Church Lane 

3. interruption of traffic flow, suggest 
a mini roundabout at the Chapel 
Lane junction or a pedestrian 
crossing or some other traffic 
calming feature 

 

 
It would not be suitable to extend the 
proposed 30mph further east along the 
A432 Badminton Road then shown on 
the consultation drawings. As well as 
ensuring the proposed speed limit is 
suitable for the length of road there is 
also the issue of physically installing the 
required signing for the proposed 30mph 
speed limit.  
 
The A432 to the south east of the 
proposed location of the 30mph terminal 
signs has a lot of bends and is bordered 
by trees and hedges. The bends make it 
difficult/impossible to install the required 
speed limit terminal signs in a suitable 
location that will provide sufficient 
visibility distance of the signs and the 
bordering trees and hedges mean that 
ongoing regular maintenance would be 
required to ensure the signs did not 
become obscured, making the speed 
limit unenforceable. 
 
The location proposed in the consultation 
drawings ensures the visibility distance of 
the signs is sufficient and that there will 
be no ongoing issues with regard to trees 
or hedges obscuring the signs. This high 
visibility of the signs will ensure that 
drivers are clearly informed of the lower 
speed limit, giving them time to alter their 
speed accordingly and also ensure 
enforcement can be carried out if drivers 
exceed the speed limit. 
 
With regard to extending the speed limit 
further towards or up to the junction with 
the A46, this would likely lead to the 
effectiveness of the 30mph speed limit 
being reduced through the main built up 
area of Old Sodbury. 
 
The limited budget for this scheme does 
not allow for additional work such as the 
closure of the overtaking lane. This may 
be considered though as part of a future 
scheme. 
 
The request for a mini roundabout or 
controlled pedestrian crossing will be 
forwarded to the Assess & Decide team 
to investigate. 
 



 
We write to voice our support for the 
proposed 30mph speed limit. The danger 
to pedestrians crossing the road was 
highlighted in the recently produced 
Sodbury Parish plan. This document 
shows children from the village primary 
school trying to cross with their parents, 
there was also a significant vote in favour 
of a pedestrian crossing.  
 
Until last winter when the road sign fell 
down, we had a ‘gateway’ feature either 
side of the road near Commonmead 
Lane, can we please have this reinstated 
with 30mph signs as part of the new 
safety measures. 
 

 
Suggest that the scheme is progressed 
to formal advertisement. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The comments with regard to signing will 
be taken on board during the detailed 
design stage. 

 
I am delighted to hear that this is being 
considered and fully support it particularly 
if efforts are made to enforce it. I honestly 
believe this will save a life. Sooner or 
later someone is going to be killed by 
cars using the bend and then down to the 
pub as a race track. We have seen 
several accidents in our time living here. 
We have young children and the speed 
people drive down the road terrifies me. 
 

 
Suggest that the scheme is progressed 
to formal advertisement. 
 

 
I strongly object to this proposal. One of 
the historical problems with the A432 was 
that speed limits were constantly 
changing over its length, which was 
confusing. There is now a consistent 
40mph speed limit between Yate and the 
A46, apart from a short section of 30mph 
before the roundabout. I suggest that it 
would be unhelpful and unnecessary to 
introduce a short section of 30mph in Old 
Sodbury. 
 

 
Within Old Sodbury there are numerous 
residential properties, two schools, a 
petrol station and a number of junctions 
that are especially busy during School 
times. The Cotswold Way walkway, 
which is a popular route for walkers, also 
crosses the A432 Badminton Road in this 
area. 
 
The proposed reduction of speed limit to 
30mph in this area reflects the more built 
up nature of the road and the need for 
drivers to reduce their speed accordingly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
I wish it to be recorded that I object to the 
proposal. My objection would be 
reconsidered if you could prove the 
following. 
 

1. that the quoted collisions had 
excess speed as the major 
contributory factor 

 
 

2. that reducing the speed limit 
would have prevented these 
accidents 

 
 
 

3. that the reduction in speed limit is 
being driven by facts and proven 
evidence, not just because 
concerns have been raised 

 
 
I would also want to know whether any 
research has been carried out by South 
Glos Council on the other roads that 
have had speed limit reductions imposed 
in recent years to ascertain the level of 
compliance with the new limits and the 
impact the inappropriate low limits have 
had on speed limit compliance generally.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The available information on these 
accidents does not indicate excessive 
speed as the major contributory factor. 
 
 
Reducing a speed limit from 40mph to 
30mph can have a significant impact on 
reducing the number and severity of 
collisions. 
 
The proposed 30mph speed limit scheme 
was selected and funded by the Frome 
Vale Area Forum in response to 
concerns from local residents, the Town 
Council and local Members. 
 
Following the introduction of new speed 
limits, speed counts are carried out to 
monitor compliance and determine if 
additional measures are required.  
 

 
My husband and I live in Old Sodbury. 
We are elderly and feel isolated from the 
rest of the village as attempting to cross 
the road for social events at the village 
hall or any reason is getting beyond us. 
The traffic is fast, constant and noisy. We 
can no longer take our grandchildren to 
the park opposite us, it is too dangerous. 
We would fully support the 30mph speed 
limit.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Suggest that the scheme is progressed 
to formal advertisement. 
 
 



 
I heartily agree that this limit should be 
introduced, in fact it is long overdue. 
Trying to cross the road in the vicinity of 
my house at peak times is well nigh 
impossible. Therefore not only do I agree 
with your proposal but I would urge you 
to consider extending the limit at least to 
Catchpot Lane or even to the Cross 
Hands.  
 

 
Suggest that the scheme is progressed 
to formal advertisement. 
 
 
It would not be suitable to extend the 
proposed 30mph further east along the 
A432 Badminton Road then shown on 
the consultation drawings. As well as 
ensuring the proposed speed limit is 
suitable for the length of road there is 
also the issue of physically installing the 
required signing for the proposed 30mph 
speed limit.  
 
The A432 to the south east of the 
proposed location of the 30mph terminal 
signs has a lot of bends and is bordered 
by trees and hedges. The bends make it 
difficult/impossible to install the required 
speed limit terminal signs in a suitable 
location that will provide sufficient 
visibility distance of the signs and the 
bordering trees and hedges mean that 
ongoing regular maintenance would be 
required to ensure the signs did not 
become obscured, making the speed 
limit unenforceable. 
 
The location proposed in the consultation 
drawings ensures the visibility distance of 
the signs is sufficient and that there will 
be no ongoing issues with regard to trees 
or hedges obscuring the signs. This high 
visibility of the signs will ensure that 
drivers are clearly informed of the lower 
speed limit, giving them time to alter their 
speed accordingly and also ensure 
enforcement can be carried out if drivers 
exceed the speed limit. 
 
With regard to extending the speed limit 
further towards or up to the junction with 
the A46, this would likely lead to the 
effectiveness of the 30mph speed limit 
being reduced through the main built up 
area of Old Sodbury. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Whilst I approve of the proposed change, 
please consider my points below. 
 

1. there is little or no point in having 
the new limit because the great 
majority of drivers ignore it 

2. unless this new limit is policed 
and enforced it would be useless 

3. I find that when there is a downhill 
slope nearly every driver can’t or 
will not adjust their speed. 

 

 
Suggest that the scheme is progressed 
to formal advertisement. 
 
Provision has been made as part of the 
proposed scheme for the introduction of 
a parking bay for the Police Camera Van 
to use to carry out enforcement of the 
proposed 30mph speed limit. 
 
The proposed signing will be highly 
visible to drivers approaching the 
downhill slope giving them sufficient time 
to reduce their speed accordingly. 
 

 
I would like to object to the proposed 
speed limit reductions. The section that 
you wish to reduce seems to be self 
regulating as any traffic joining from side 
roads or accesses seems to do so easily. 
Also any truck that travels towards the 
A46 holds the traffic up quite nicely. 
 
Clearly residents will want reductions but 
speed limits should be appropriate and 
not to respond to statements such as 
wanting to rejoin both halves of the 
village.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is a major trunk road that connects 
Chipping Sodbury and Yate, industry 
needs good connections and using the 
same old accident data as before to 
reduce the speed limit from 50 to 40mph 
from Yate to Old Sodbury is 
disingenuous. 
 
 
If you reduce this limit I feel you will be 
merely pandering to the few who live in 
Old Sodbury whilst ignoring the problems 
this will create. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are a number of reasons for the 
proposed 30mph speed limit as well as 
reducing the disconnection of the two 
halves of the village. Within the past 
three years there have been two serious 
and two slight collisions within the area of 
the proposed 30mph speed limit. There 
are numerous residential properties, two 
schools, a petrol station and a number of 
junctions that are especially busy during 
School times. The Cotswold Way 
walkway, which is a popular route for 
walkers, also crosses the A432 
Badminton Road within the area of the 
proposed 30mph speed limit.  
 
The accident data specified for this 
proposed scheme only includes 
accidents within the boundaries of this 
proposal. The accidents specified in the 
previous 40mph speed limit scheme 
were those that had occurred within the 
boundaries of that scheme. 



 
Nobody sticks to the 40mph speed limit 
so what makes you think that a 30 limit 
would make any difference? Have you 
really got nothing better to do than clog 
up our roads with speed limits? Traffic 
needs to keep moving, so keep it flowing, 
rather than constantly slowing it down 
and making extra money in speeding 
fines from your rate payers trying to get 
to work to pay the council tax!  
 

 
Provision has been made as part of the 
proposed scheme for the introduction of 
a parking bay for the Police Camera Van 
to use to carry out enforcement of the 
proposed 30mph speed limit. 
 
The purpose of the proposed scheme is 
to reduce the speed of vehicles through 
Old Sodbury village, reduce 
disconnection of the two halves of the 
village, improve safety for pedestrians 
and improve safety for vehicles at 
junctions.  
 

 
Following a full Sodbury Town Council 
meeting on 9th September, all members 
considered the documentation and are in 
favour of the proposed 30mph speed limit 
scheme. 
 

 
Suggest that the scheme is progressed 
to formal advertisement. 
 

 
I wish to object for the following factual 
reasons.  
 

1. the accident record for the 
previous 5 years does not support 
a reduction and proves the 
existing 40mph speed limit is 
suitable for this area. 

 
 

2. this is the main connecting route 
from Yate and surrounding area 
to the M4. Lowering the speed 
limit will increase the time that 
heavy diesel transport spend 
passing through the location, 
creating more carcegenic 
pollutants.  

 
 
 

3. if the main concern is the safety 
of school children, then a crossing 
attendant should patrol at school 
opening and closing times. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Within the past three years there have 
been two serious and two slight collisions 
within the area of the proposed 30mph 
speed limit. Reducing the speed limit 
from 40mph to 30mph will reduce the 
likelihood and severity of accidents in this 
area. 
 
The proposed reduction in speed limit to 
30mph over this short stretch of road will 
increase vehicle times by approximately 
15 seconds. The purpose of the 
proposed scheme is to reduce the speed 
of vehicles through Old Sodbury village, 
reduce disconnection of the two halves of 
the village, improve safety for 
pedestrians and improve safety for 
vehicles at junctions.  
 
The suggestion for a school crossing 
patrol will be forwarded to the Assess 
and Decide team to investigate. 



 
Clearly you have struggled to come up 
with any meaningful reason why this has 
to be 30mph. Frankly the 40mph is too 
low for this road which little more than 10 
years ago was a national speed limit.  
 
The only people who benefit from this 
lower limit will be the anti car brigade and 
mobile speed vans. 
 
If you are genuinely concerned for 
pedestrians and children then a school 
crossing patrol would have been 
instigated long ago, these issues can be 
addressed by a pelican crossing. 
 
It strikes me that South Glos Council will 
not rest until the whole country is 30mph 
or slower regardless of actual need. 
Clearly too many staff employed with 
nothing to do. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The suggestion for a school crossing 
patrol will be forwarded to the Assess 
and Decide team to investigate. 

 
1. the traffic arriving into Old Sodbury 
from the A46 will be coming downhill and 
are not likely to slow down in time before 
they get to the junction with Church 
Lane. I think the 30mph speed limit 
should start earlier which would cause 
drivers to start slowing down earlier and 
reduce risk to drivers turning into Church 
Lane. 
 
2. traffic leaving Old Sodbury, travelling 
uphill have an overtaking lane which 
encourages drivers to exceed the 40mph 
speed limit. If this lane was removed so 
that only one lane existed up the hill then 
drivers are more likely to keep to the 
30mph speed limit. It would also create 
an opportunity to create a dedicated right 
turn lane into Church Lane. 
 
3. the best way to slow drivers in a 
30mph limit is some form of physical 
restraint. Incorporating a mini roundabout 
at the junction with Chapel Lane might 
provide such a restraint and should be 
considered.  
 

 
It would not be suitable to extend the 
proposed 30mph further east along the 
A432 Badminton Road then shown on 
the consultation drawings. As well as 
ensuring the proposed speed limit is 
suitable for the length of road there is 
also the issue of physically installing the 
required signing for the proposed 30mph 
speed limit.  
 
The A432 to the south east of the 
proposed location of the 30mph terminal 
signs has a lot of bends and is bordered 
by trees and hedges. The bends make it 
difficult/impossible to install the required 
speed limit terminal signs in a suitable 
location that will provide sufficient 
visibility distance of the signs and the 
bordering trees and hedges mean that 
ongoing regular maintenance would be 
required to ensure the signs did not 
become obscured, making the speed 
limit unenforceable. 
 
The location proposed in the consultation 
drawings ensures the visibility distance of 
the signs is sufficient and that there will 
be no ongoing issues with regard to trees 
or hedges obscuring the signs. This high 
visibility of the signs will ensure that 
drivers are clearly informed of the lower 



speed limit, giving them time to alter their 
speed accordingly and also ensure 
enforcement can be carried out if drivers 
exceed the speed limit. 
 
The limited budget for this scheme does 
not allow for additional work such as the 
closure of the overtaking lane or the 
provision of a mini roundabout.  
 
These suggestions will be forwarded to 
the Assess & Decide team to investigate 
and could potentially be considered as 
part of a future scheme. 
 
 

 
I am opposed to the proposal to reduce 
the speed limit to 30mph. The existing 
40mph is an appropriate speed limit for 
this section of road and reducing it to 30 
is unnecessary and would increase 
pollution. 
 
South Glos Council should invest more 
time and energy in maintaining traffic flow 
at a reasonable speed. The costs 
associated with the proposed works 
would be better spent repairing and 
improving worn out roads.  
 

 
The additional time to travel this short 
length of road through the built up 
section of Old Sodbury village will be 
approximately 15 seconds. 
 
Reducing traffic speeds during periods of 
high traffic volume has been shown to 
improve the flow of traffic. 
 
 

 
I strongly support this proposal to reduce 
the A432 speed limit through Old 
Sodbury to 30mph. I find it extremely 
difficult and dangerous to cross the road 
there with my children with the current 
40mph speed limit.  
 

 
Suggest that the scheme is progressed 
to formal advertisement. 
 

 
I wish to oppose this proposal as a 
frequent road user. Also as a pedestrian I 
have found no difficulty in crossing the 
road. South Glos Council seems to be 
obsessed with unnecessarily reducing 
speed limits, causing hold ups and 
uneconomical driving. 40mph is a 
perfectly reasonable speed for a road 
such as this.  
 

 
The proposed 30mph speed limit will only 
cover a short length of the road as it 
passes through the more built up section 
of Old Sodbury village.  
 
The additional time to travel this short 
length of road through the built up 
section of Old Sodbury village will be 
approximately 15 seconds. Reducing 
traffic speeds during periods of high 
traffic volume has been shown to 
improve the flow of traffic. 
 
 



 
Seriously bad idea. 
 
If the speed limit is cut to 30mph it would 
cause further traffic delay. 
 
 
Limiting speed at all times would not 
improve safety but will probably generate 
more income in fines, which I feel is the 
ultimate purpose of these changes. 
 

 
 
 
Reducing traffic speeds during periods of 
high traffic volume has been shown to 
improve the flow of traffic. 
 
 

 
I wholeheartedly oppose the proposal to 
reduce the speed limit to 30mph through 
Old Sodbury. I drive this road regularly 
and consider the current 40mph to be 
perfectly adequate maintaining a balance 
between safety and traffic flow. 
 
This is a main commuter road and at 
peak times it gets very busy. Reducing 
the speed limit to 30mph will slow the 
traffic flow unnecessarily and cause 
congestion. It will also frustrate motorists 
who may take unnecessary risks with 
their driving as a result of the slow 
moving traffic. I do not understand why 
the speed limit needs to be reviewed 
along this stretch of open road.   
 

 
The proposed 30mph speed limit will only 
cover a short length of the road as it 
passes through the more built up section 
of Old Sodbury village.  
 
The signing of the speed limit will be 
clearly visible providing drivers with 
adequate time to adjust their speed 
accordingly. 
 
The additional time to travel this short 
length of road through the built up 
section of Old Sodbury village will be 
approximately 15 seconds. Reducing 
traffic speeds during periods of high 
traffic volume has been shown to 
improve the flow of traffic. 
 
 

 
This is a main trunk road and the speed 
limit should be maintained to at least the 
present level to avoid unnecessary gear 
changing on the steep part of the climb. I 
cross this road frequently both near the 
garage and further down at 
Commonmead Lane and have never 
found it a problem and I am disabled.  
 
My other concern is the increased 
pollution from vehicles travelling at a 
lower speed when climbing the hill, 
particularly from lorries. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The proposed 30mph speed limit will only 
cover a short length of the road as it 
passes through the more built up section 
of Old Sodbury village. The signing of the 
speed limit will be clearly visible 
providing drivers with adequate time to 
adjust their speed accordingly. 
 
 
Large vehicles that currently use this 
road regularly travel up the hill at less 
than the existing 40mph speed limit. 
 



 
I wish to express my disagreement with 
the proposed introduction of 30mph 
speed limit. The fairly recent reduction 
from 50 to 40mph was entirely 
appropriate and justifiable. However 
further reduction to 30mph is not. As an 
experienced car driver, motorcyclist and 
cyclist and someone who regularly walks 
the stretch of road as a pedestrian I feel I 
offer a balanced and subjective opinion. 
 
 

 
The section of the A432 Badminton Road 
that recently had its speed limit reduced 
from 50mph to 40mph is a different 
section than that which the proposed 
30mph speed limit will cover. The 
proposed 30mph speed limit is proposed 
on the length of the A432 as it passes 
through the built up section Old Sodbury 
Village. 

 
I would support a 30mph limit at the Dog 
Inn if it could be enforced at all times and 
would tolerate it extending to 
Commonmead Lane but if speed 
restrictions are put in place where they 
are not needed then road users will fail to 
appreciate the need for any of the speed 
limits.  
 

 
Provision has been made as part of the 
proposed scheme for the introduction of 
a parking bay for the Police Camera Van 
to use to carry out enforcement of the 
proposed 30mph speed limit. 
 
 

 
To reduce the speed limit to 30mph is 
quite unnecessary. If we should get a 
bad winter with heavy snow or ice, then 
heavy lorries will not make the incline 
and on up the hill for they would have 
been going too slow at 30mph to get any 
speed up. 
 
Unless there are permanent speed 
cameras people will ignore the 30mph as 
it is too slow. 
 

 
Large vehicles that currently use this 
road regularly travel up the hill at less 
than the existing 40mph speed limit. 
 
 
 
 
Provision has been made as part of the 
proposed scheme for the introduction of 
a parking bay for the Police Camera Van 
to use to carry out enforcement of the 
proposed 30mph speed limit. 
 

 
I would say that 40mph is appropriate for 
this stretch of road. The vast majority of 
the village is not on the main road and as 
you point out there have only been four 
accidents over the past 3 years, which to 
me seems very low. The pavements are 
mainly set off from the main road and the 
visibility is very good which should allow 
those to cross with ease. There are 
hardly any houses on the road, pretty 
much the whole village is off the main 
road, no need for 30mph.   
 
 
 
 

 
Within Old Sodbury there are numerous 
residential properties, two schools, a 
petrol station and a number of junctions 
that are especially busy during School 
times. The Cotswold Way walkway, 
which is a popular route for walkers, also 
crosses the A432 Badminton Road within 
the area of the proposed 30mph speed 
limit. 
 



 
I do not understand why a limit change is 
being considered 'to reduce 
disconnection of the 2 halves of the 
village'.  
 
To my understanding, speed limit 
changes are usually considered within 
notorious accident blackspots and 
without wanting to sound callous, 2 
serious collisions in a 3 year period does 
not suggest an inherent problem with the 
road or limit.  
 
The proposal also fails to notify of any 
incidents involving pedestrians and 
considering that the improved safety of 
pedestrians is another reason stipulated 
on the proposal, this argument fails to 
convince.  
 
The natural flow and steep incline of 
badminton road makes the current 
40mph limit seem appropriate, being the 
main thoroughfare to Yate that it is. 
 

 
There are a number of reasons for the 
proposed 30mph speed limit as well as 
reducing the disconnection of the two 
halves of the village. Within the past 
three years there have been two serious 
and two slight collisions within the area of 
the proposed 30mph speed limit. There 
are numerous residential properties, two 
schools, a petrol station and a number of 
junctions that are especially busy during 
School times. The Cotswold Way 
walkway, which is a popular route for 
walkers, also crosses the A432 
Badminton Road within the area of the 
proposed 30mph speed limit. 

 
I think it is a ludicrous waste of taxpayers 
money. Please try to remember this is 
the main artery for transport from Yate 
etc to the M4.  
 
Please also remember the daily 
commuters who use this road during 
peak times, slowing them up further will 
just cause a backlog and more problems 
for residents.  
 
 
 
The problem is not the 40mph speed limit 
but people not adhering to the speed 
limit. This will remain the same with a 
30mph speed limit.  
 
The HGV's are the main problem and to 
solve it it would be simpler to ask police 
to stand at the junction of Catchpot lane 
with a speed gun and prosecute 
speeding vehicles.  
 
It is my firm opinion that a lower speed 
limit will cause more problems.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The additional time to travel this short 
length of road through the built up 
section of Old Sodbury village will be 
approximately 15 seconds. Reducing 
traffic speeds during periods of high 
traffic volume has been shown to 
improve the flow of traffic. 
 
Provision has been made as part of the 
proposed scheme for the introduction of 
a parking bay for the Police Camera Van 
to use to carry out enforcement of the 
proposed 30mph speed limit. 
 



 
I wish to register my objections to the 
proposed speed reduction.   
 
(1) you have already reduced the speed 
limit in this area and recently painted 
roundels on the road surface of 40mph 
when entering and leaving the village. 
You now propose to reduce the speed 
limit yet again.  
 
(2) if this reduction goes ahead, reducing 
the speed limit in this area will make the 
changes from one area to another 
extremely hazardous, especially for 
lorries going down Old Sodbury Hill  
 
(3) you are intending vehicles to travel 
from opposite the Cross Hands (50mph) 
to 40mph then propose another 30mph 
reduction and then back to 40mph. As a 
motorist this is absolute and utter 
madness!!! On second thoughts I do 
hope you do not intend to put 30mph all 
the way through, if so, I will certainly seek 
other routes  
 
(4) you have already imposed speed 
reduction leaving Old Sodbury from 
50mph to 40mph on a completely straight 
piece of road with no  obstructions in the 
way whatsoever, Why????  
 
(5) South Glos Council has so many 
consultations going around at the 
moment its a wonder anything gets even 
looked at properly. 
 

 
 
 
 
The recent reduction in speed limit on the 
A432 was on different sections of the 
road than the proposed 30mph speed 
limit.  
 
 
 
 
The proposed 30mph speed limit will be 
clearly signed in both directions giving 
drivers the required information to reduce 
their speeds accordingly before entering 
the most built up section of the village. 
 
The changes in speed limit take into 
account how the nature of the road 
changes along its length, with lower 
speed limits in built up areas as well as 
historic accident statistics. 
 
 
 
 
 
The recent scheme to reduce the speed 
limit on sections of the A432 from 50mph 
to 40mph was implemented in response 
to the number and severity of accidents. 
 

 
Could someone please explain to me 
how a fully loaded HGV is supposed to 
be able to comfortably get up the Old 
Sodbury hill, especially in winter 
conditions when it has to get from 30 
rather than 40mph? 
 

 
Large vehicles that currently use this 
road regularly travel up the hill at less 
than the existing 40mph speed limit. 
 
 
 

 
I support the speed limit reduction to 
30mph. 
 

 
Suggest that the scheme is progressed 
to formal advertisement. 
 



 
The A432 has flowed through Old 
Sodbury for decades. Pretty much 
everybody who lives there knows what 
the score is when they chose to live 
there, and I see little evidence in a recent 
change of character of large population 
increase in the village, however if there 
has been a recent increase in speeding I 
would suggest that not having a higher 
speed limit between Chipping Sodbury 
and Old Sodbury anymore is not helpful 
as there no longer is a drop in speed limit 
on the way into Old Sodbury where the 
road changes in character. 
 

 
The current speed limit on the A432 
Badminton Road through the village is 
40mph but concerns have been raised by 
local residents, the Parish Council and 
local members that this is too high. 

 

The 30 mph limit should be extended 
further east on the A432, just beyond the 
junction with Catchpot Lane for two 
reasons. 
 
The pedestrians accessing the houses 
on the A432 in Old Sodbury to the east of 
Church Lane are subject to the same 
risks from vehicles as in other parts of 
the village. They should be entitled to the 
same protection and consideration that 
will be provided to the rest of the village 
with the 30 mph limit. 
 
Secondly, there have been serious 
incidents/accidents at or near the junction 
with Catchpot Lane where vehicles have 
left the road. Extending the limit to this 
point would greatly improve the safety of 
road users and reduce the risk to 
pedestrians/walkers on the pavement. 
 

 
It would not be suitable to extend the 
proposed 30mph further east along the 
A432 Badminton Road then shown on 
the consultation drawings. As well as 
ensuring the proposed speed limit is 
suitable for the length of road there is 
also the issue of physically installing the 
required signing for the proposed 30mph 
speed limit.  
 
The A432 to the south east of the 
proposed location of the 30mph terminal 
signs has a lot of bends and is bordered 
by trees and hedges. The bends make it 
difficult/impossible to install the required 
speed limit terminal signs in a suitable 
location that will provide sufficient 
visibility distance of the signs and the 
bordering trees and hedges mean that 
ongoing regular maintenance would be 
required to ensure the signs did not 
become obscured, making the speed 
limit unenforceable. 
 
The location proposed in the consultation 
drawings ensures the visibility distance of 
the signs is sufficient and that there will 
be no ongoing issues with regard to trees 
or hedges obscuring the signs. This high 
visibility of the signs will ensure that 
drivers are clearly informed of the lower 
speed limit, giving them time to alter their 
speed accordingly and also ensure 
enforcement can be carried out if drivers 
exceed the speed limit. 
 
With regard to extending the speed limit 
further towards or up to the junction with 



the A46, this would likely lead to the 
effectiveness of the 30mph speed limit 
being reduced through the main built up 
area of Old Sodbury. 

 


