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Potential changes to South 
Gloucestershire's Welfare Grants Policy 
What is the Welfare Grant scheme? 

As part of the Welfare Reform Act 2012 certain discretionary elements of the Social Fund, 
administered by Department of Works & Pensions (DWP) were abolished from April 2013 
including Community Care Grants and Crisis Loans.  

The Act gave local authorities discretion to introduce and administer schemes to support 
their most vulnerable residents for which funding was received from DWP. On 4 March 
2013 South Gloucestershire Council’s elected Members approved a local Welfare Grant 
Scheme. 

South Gloucestershire’s welfare grants scheme is designed to assist vulnerable people in 
meeting their urgent and needs for subsistence or financial support where they are unable 
to meet their immediate short term needs, or where they require assistance to maintain 
their independence within the community not available from other agencies. 

Current Welfare Grant policy 

Support under the Welfare Grant scheme is not solely money based but identifies the need 
to incorporate support and help to the qualifying individuals through other services of the 
council, direct provision, advice, support agencies and third party bodies such as the wider 
charitable sector. 

The Local Welfare Grant Scheme has had a positive effect on the most vulnerable 
residents and has been beneficial not only to society but also to the local economy. The 
scheme has provided the Council with the opportunity to create greater social 
sustainability through a holistic approach, by offering a variety of forms of support and not 
just money to aid the individual in crisis.  

The policy on welfare support allows the granting of two awards in a rolling twelve month 
period however in truly exceptional circumstances additional awards will be considered. 
The scheme does not make any cash awards however where goods cannot be sourced 
from partner organisations or it is not appropriate to do so a pre-paid credit card is an 
option. 

 



White and household goods are sourced from partner charity organisations these being 
the Kingswood Furniture Project and the Sofa Project. Sainsbury food vouchers are 
allocated where appropriate and as an alternative to a pre-paid credit card. A breakdown 
of expenditure per organisation is below 

2013/14 

Emmaus £7,145.00 

Sofa project £151,098.50 

Pre-paid Credit Cards £86,082.50 

Kingswood Furniture Project £8,921.00 
 

A breakdown of the number of calls received and awards made to date is below: 
 

2013/14 

Month Calls Applications Awards 

April 320 79 12,774.00 

May 286 138 18,263.50 

June 224 128 22,099.00 

July 298 152 21,155.00 

August 385 155 22,230.00 

September 406 150 18,500.00 

October 509 165 24,802.00 

November 465 97 18,258.50 

December 454 156 20,245.00 

January 592 160 21,374.00 

February 499 161 29,333.00 

March 536 162 24,213.00 

 

Funding for the welfare grants scheme 

It has been confirmed in the 2015/16 Local Government Finance Settlement that the 
specific grant funding for a Local Welfare Grant Scheme will not continue post 2014/15. 
When a specific grant falls, the normal council budget process has been to consider 
reducing council services supported by that specific grant. Therefore on 12 January 2015 
South Gloucestershire’s Councillors agreed to consult with the public on the future of the 
scheme.  

A breakdown of the current and future funding arrangements are below: 

2012/13 Set up funding £3,440 

2013/14 Administrative funding £72,700 

 Programme funding £344,050 

2014/15 Administrative funding £66,638 

 Programme funding £344,050 

2015/16 No specific ring fenced funding awarded. Indicative level 

within Revenue Support Grant (estimate £67,000 admin 

and £242,000 for welfare grant awards) 

£309,220 

 

 
The current welfare grant scheme will remain in place until a decision is made on the 
future of the scheme following this consultation. (Likely to be June 2015) 
 

2014/15 April - December 

Sofa project £94,383.27 

Kingswood Furniture Project £25.265.00 

Pre-Paid £52,315.68 

Sainsbury £4,375.00 

2014/15 April – December 

Month Calls Applications Awards 

April 477 127 21,937.11 

May 343 141 25,808.24 

June 382 152 25,946.80 

July 369 169 31,054.00 

August 219 99 14,408.02 

September 346 114 16,734.43 

October 317 130 14,071.41 

November 493 98 12,401.65 

December 336 107 13,976.82 



Consultation options 

The council is considering three options for the future of the Welfare Grants Scheme 

Option 1: Continue the current scheme – As specific funding is no longer available this 
would require the council to identify corresponding savings/income to continue to fund it. 

Option 2: Amend the scheme to continue to provide support for the most vulnerable but 
reduce the on-going costs on the council by make changes to the policy ensuring that only 
those residents who need urgent immediate assistance and/or need to establish 
themselves in the area are supported by a grant award. As specific funding is no longer 
available this would require the council to identify corresponding savings/income to 
continue to fund it. 

Option 3: Cease the current scheme in line with the loss of specific grant.  

Have your say and further information 

This consultation is open from 26 January 2015 until 21 March 2015. 

To tell us your views or for further information about this consultation or South 
Gloucestershire’s Welfare Grants Scheme contact: 

Website: www.southglos.gov.uk/consultation 

Phone: 01454 868899 

Email: consultation@southglos.gov.uk 

Write to: FREEPOST Plus RTCT-JXLE-EET, South Gloucestershire Council, Corporate 
Research and Consultation Team, Welfare Grants Consultation, Civic Centre, High Street, 
Kingswood, BRISTOL, BS15 9TR 

Consultation survey: available to complete online, download or available on request 

Copies of this information is available from our website:www.southglos.gov.uk/consultation 
or from any South Gloucestershire library or one stop shop or by contacting us using the 
details listed above. 

If you would this information in an accessible format or you would like someone to talk to 
your group or organisation about this consultation, please contact us using the details 
listed above to arrange. 

 


