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No other justification for the proposed designation is provided. The mere fact that the land is crossed
by public rights of way does not satisfy the high hurdles of it being “ demonstrably special ” and
holding ” a particular local significance ”, particularly in light of the fact that the NPPF states that the
designation will not be appropriate for most green areas or open space.
Finally, the NPPF advises that designations of Local Green Space should be capable of enduring
beyond the end of the plan period (para 76). We do not see how this proposed area, which comprises
the whole of two fields and parts of two others, can be sensibly found to satisfy that criterion.
In summary, the proposed designation of the land as Local Green Space simply because it is crossed
by public rights of way would not meet the NPPF tests. It would therefore not be in accordance with
national policy or justified. The Council was right to conclude that the land is unsuitable for
designation and it should now be excluded from further consideration.
LGSD502 – Areas of Search 2A & 2B, Charfield
Confusingly, the map for this nominated space shows two separate areas of land on opposite sides
of the settlement. The name of the nominated space “ Areas of Search 2a and 2b ” appears to refer
only to the eastern parcel of land, not to our clients’ land which is to the west of Charfield lying
south of Wotton Road and west of Manor Lane.
It appears that our clients’ land may have been included on the map in error.
It is also not clear whether the proposed justification provided, which refers to the land being
prominent and well used, is intended to relate to the eastern land or to our clients’ land or to both.
As with LGSD501, our clients’ land is skirted by a public right of way, but it is unnecessary to use
the Local Green Space designation simply to protect public rights of way.
The proposed justification also refers to the land’s alleged prominence meaning that future
development would be “ heavy and inappropriate ”. This shows the designation being sought to be
used not to recognise and protect land that is demonstrably special, but instead to predetermine
future decisions about development.
In this regard it is revealing that the nominated spaces are described as “ Areas of Search ”, a direct
reference to Map 2 (Areas of Search in Charfield) of the Draft Policies, Sites and Places DPD (June
2014).
This transparent attempt to use of the Local Green Space designation to block options for future
growth of Charfield is contrary to the NPPF which states that the designation should “ be consistent

with the local planning of sustainable development and complement investment in sufficient homes,
jobs and other essential services ” (para 76).

In summary, it has not been demonstrated that designation of the land is justified or consistent with
local planning for sustainable development. We therefore agree with the Council that the land is not
suitable for designation as a Local Green Space and it should, as with LGSD501, now be excluded
from further consideration.
General Concerns about the Local Green Space Policy
The PSP Plan currently proposes to designate 106 separate areas of Local Green Space, while 456
other parcels of land are currently judged unsuitable but remain under consideration. We have a
number of concerns about the use of the designation in the emerging plan:
(1)

Some of the nominations for Local Green Space (such as those of our clients’ land) appear to
be motivated not by a desire to protect demonstrably special and particularly locally
significant areas, but instead as a tool to pre-emptively or reactively block options for future
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growth. This raises significant concerns about the consistency of the proposed use of the
designation with the local planning of sustainable development, in particular the provision of
sufficient new homes. We note that no attempt is made in the spreadsheet to assess the
implications of each designation for the planning of sustainable development.
(2)

It is not clear that the Council has complied with the PPG, which states that the local planning
authority “… should contact landowners at an early stage about proposals to designate any
part of their land as Local Green Space .” (Paragraph: 019 Reference ID: 37-019-20140306).
Has this direct contact with landowners at an early stage been made?

(3)

Submitting the plan for examination with 106 proposed local green spaces and a further 456
under consideration would lead to an unwieldy and unmanageable examination. The
Inspector cannot sensibly be expected to consider representations and report on the
soundness of inclusion or exclusion of such a huge number of sites. The list of sites proposed
for designation needs to be significantly narrowed before the plan is submitted for
examination. Indeed this should have happened long before now following the summer 2014
consultation, when there was an opportunity to remove unsuitable sites, such as our clients’
land, from consideration.

For these reasons there are significant issues with the current approach to the designation of Local
Green Spaces and this should be addressed by the exclusion from consideration of sites that are
unsuitable for designation, such as our clients’ land, before the PSP Plan is submitted for
examination. This may necessitate further consultation, in particular with landowners.
Yours faithfully

NEIL HOLLY
Planner

encl.
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Local Green Space Consultation – June 2015 Response Form
Your name / organisation:
Barton Willmore on behalf of Taylor Wimpey UK Limited,
Address and contact details (please include phone number & email address):
Barton Willmore
101 Victoria Street
Bristol
BS1 6PU

In order to be able to proceed with the protection of the green spaces that have been put
forward for designation as Local Green Spaces we must have for each space:
 details of the ownership of the land (if at all possible)
 a map of the boundaries
 an explanation of how it meets the criteria for designation and
 specific justification for why it is demonstrably special to the local community
Therefore please first check the List of Nominated Local Green Spaces and maps which can be
viewed at: www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15 which identifies where further information on any of
the above is still needed and then provide us with the additional information where necessary
using this form:
PLEASE USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH GREEN SPACE
Name and code of nominated space:
Please clearly reference the individual Local Green Space’s code provided in both the List of
nominated Local Green Spaces and the maps, available form www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15
LGSD501 Fields behind Manor Lane and Hawthorne Close

A) Ownership of Local Green Space
Please indicate if you or your organisation are the landowner:
are the owners of part of
LGSD501.
If you are not the landowner can you provide their name and contact details?
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Is the land owner aware of the proposal to designate their land?
N/A

(If you are not the landowner please now continue to Section B)
If you are the landowner, are you in support of or objecting to the proposals to designate this
land?
Objecting
If you are objecting to the proposals to designate your land, what are your reasons? (please
refer to criteria in sections C and D below in particular)
See attached letter

B) Map of proposed Local Green Space
PLEASE PROVIDE A MAP WHICH SHOWS THE BOUNDARIES OF THE PROPOSED
LOCAL GREEN SPACE
If not previously provided. Please see List of Nominated Local Green Spaces and Mapped,
nominated Local Green Spaces to check if this is required. www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15
IF YOU ARE THE LANDOWNER PLEASE PROVIDE A MAP OF YOUR OWNERSHIP
This is particularly important if this differs from the area proposed for designation e.g. if you
own only part of the proposed Local Green Space, see the Mapped, nominated Local
Green Spaces: www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15
C) Does the space meet the national criteria for designation as a Local Green Space?
Please provide a response to each of the following 5 criteria - where information has not already
been provided or is incorrect in the List of nominated Local Green Spaces. (Table 1 of the Local
Green Space Designation Updated Guidance Note (June 2015) www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15
provides further details of the criteria and guidance on what sort of information you may wish to
submit):
1. Is the proposed space subject to a planning permission for development? (See Criteria 1 in
the guidance note)
No
2. Is the proposed space the subject of an allocation, or proposal to allocate, for development in
the Local Plan? (See Criteria 2 in the guidance note)
No

2

South Gloucestershire Local Plan: Policies, Sites & Places Plan

3. Is the proposed space an extensive tract of land and is it local in character? (See Criteria 3 in
the guidance note)

4. Is the space within close proximity to the community it serves? (See Criteria 4 in the guidance
note)

5. Is the specific space demonstrably special to the local community? e.g. not a blanket
designation (see Criteria 5 in the guidance note)

No, see attached letter

D) Why is the space of particular local significance?
Please use the following response box to provide specific evidence as to how at least one of the
following criteria is relevant:
Please state which criterion, 6-11, are relevant to the nominated space. Table 2 of the Local
Green Space Designation Updated Guidance Note (June 2015) www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15
provides further details on the criteria and guidance on what sort of information you may wish to
submit to justify how the space is of particular local significance and demonstrably special to the
community that use it:
6. The proposed space is of particular local significance because of its beauty
7. The proposed space is of particular local significance because of its historic significance
8. The proposed space is of particular local significance because of its recreational value
9. The proposed space is of particular local significance because of its tranquillity
10. The proposed space is of particular local significance because of its richness of wildlife
11. The proposed space is of particular local significance because of another reason not
covered by criteria 6-10.

N/A see attached letter

3

South Gloucestershire Local Plan: Policies, Sites & Places Plan

Please return completed forms by close of business on 30th July 2015:
By e-mail: PlanningLDF@southglos.gov.uk
By post: Strategic Planning Policy and Specialist Advice Team, South Gloucestershire Council,
Environment and Community Services Department, PO Box 299, Civic Centre, High Street,
Kingswood, Bristol, BS15 0DR.
Viewing documents
The consultation documents can be viewed from: www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15
The consultation documents are also available to view online at:


South Gloucestershire Libraries (please refer to www.southglos.gov.uk/libraries for
locations and opening times); and



The Council’s One-Stop Shops, from 8.45am - 5pm Mondays to Wednesdays and
8.45am - 4.30pm Thursdays and Fridays, in the following locations:





Thornbury Library, St Mary Street, Thornbury, BS35 2AA
Yate, Kennedy Way, BS37 4DQ (access via West Walk)
Kingswood Civic Centre, High Street, Kingswood, BS15 9TR
Patchway Hub, Rodway Road, Patchway, BS34 5PE

Data protection
The information collected as part this consultation will also be used by the Council in
accordance with the data protection principles in the Data Protection Act 1998. The purposes for
collecting this data are: to assist in plan making; and to contact you, if necessary, regarding the
planning consultation process. Some of the data may be made public as it will form part of the
evidence base used to inform the creation of planning policy documents. The above purposes
may require public disclosure of any data received on the response form, in accordance with the
Freedom of Information Act 2000.
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Local Green Space Consultation – June 2015 Response Form
Your name / organisation:
Barton Willmore on behalf of Taylor Wimpey UK Limited,
Address and contact details (please include phone number & email address):
Barton Willmore
101 Victoria Street
Bristol
BS1 6PU

In order to be able to proceed with the protection of the green spaces that have been put
forward for designation as Local Green Spaces we must have for each space:
 details of the ownership of the land (if at all possible)
 a map of the boundaries
 an explanation of how it meets the criteria for designation and
 specific justification for why it is demonstrably special to the local community
Therefore please first check the List of Nominated Local Green Spaces and maps which can be
viewed at: www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15 which identifies where further information on any of
the above is still needed and then provide us with the additional information where necessary
using this form:
PLEASE USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH GREEN SPACE
Name and code of nominated space:
Please clearly reference the individual Local Green Space’s code provided in both the List of
nominated Local Green Spaces and the maps, available form www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15
LGSD502 Areas of Search 2a & 2b, Charfield Ward

A) Ownership of Local Green Space
Please indicate if you or your organisation are the landowner:
are the owners of the western
parcel of land, it is unclear whether this is area of search 2a or 2b.
If you are not the landowner can you provide their name and contact details?
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Is the land owner aware of the proposal to designate their land?
N/A

(If you are not the landowner please now continue to Section B)
If you are the landowner, are you in support of or objecting to the proposals to designate this
land?
Objecting
If you are objecting to the proposals to designate your land, what are your reasons? (please
refer to criteria in sections C and D below in particular)
See attached letter

B) Map of proposed Local Green Space
PLEASE PROVIDE A MAP WHICH SHOWS THE BOUNDARIES OF THE PROPOSED
LOCAL GREEN SPACE
If not previously provided. Please see List of Nominated Local Green Spaces and Mapped,
nominated Local Green Spaces to check if this is required. www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15
IF YOU ARE THE LANDOWNER PLEASE PROVIDE A MAP OF YOUR OWNERSHIP
This is particularly important if this differs from the area proposed for designation e.g. if you
own only part of the proposed Local Green Space, see the Mapped, nominated Local
Green Spaces: www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15
C) Does the space meet the national criteria for designation as a Local Green Space?
Please provide a response to each of the following 5 criteria - where information has not already
been provided or is incorrect in the List of nominated Local Green Spaces. (Table 1 of the Local
Green Space Designation Updated Guidance Note (June 2015) www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15
provides further details of the criteria and guidance on what sort of information you may wish to
submit):
1. Is the proposed space subject to a planning permission for development? (See Criteria 1 in
the guidance note)
No
2. Is the proposed space the subject of an allocation, or proposal to allocate, for development in
the Local Plan? (See Criteria 2 in the guidance note)
No
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3. Is the proposed space an extensive tract of land and is it local in character? (See Criteria 3 in
the guidance note)

4. Is the space within close proximity to the community it serves? (See Criteria 4 in the guidance
note)

5. Is the specific space demonstrably special to the local community? e.g. not a blanket
designation (see Criteria 5 in the guidance note)

No, see attached letter

D) Why is the space of particular local significance?
Please use the following response box to provide specific evidence as to how at least one of the
following criteria is relevant:
Please state which criterion, 6-11, are relevant to the nominated space. Table 2 of the Local
Green Space Designation Updated Guidance Note (June 2015) www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15
provides further details on the criteria and guidance on what sort of information you may wish to
submit to justify how the space is of particular local significance and demonstrably special to the
community that use it:
6. The proposed space is of particular local significance because of its beauty
7. The proposed space is of particular local significance because of its historic significance
8. The proposed space is of particular local significance because of its recreational value
9. The proposed space is of particular local significance because of its tranquillity
10. The proposed space is of particular local significance because of its richness of wildlife
11. The proposed space is of particular local significance because of another reason not
covered by criteria 6-10.

N/A see attached letter
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Please return completed forms by close of business on 30th July 2015:
By e-mail: PlanningLDF@southglos.gov.uk
By post: Strategic Planning Policy and Specialist Advice Team, South Gloucestershire Council,
Environment and Community Services Department, PO Box 299, Civic Centre, High Street,
Kingswood, Bristol, BS15 0DR.
Viewing documents
The consultation documents can be viewed from: www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15
The consultation documents are also available to view online at:


South Gloucestershire Libraries (please refer to www.southglos.gov.uk/libraries for
locations and opening times); and



The Council’s One-Stop Shops, from 8.45am - 5pm Mondays to Wednesdays and
8.45am - 4.30pm Thursdays and Fridays, in the following locations:





Thornbury Library, St Mary Street, Thornbury, BS35 2AA
Yate, Kennedy Way, BS37 4DQ (access via West Walk)
Kingswood Civic Centre, High Street, Kingswood, BS15 9TR
Patchway Hub, Rodway Road, Patchway, BS34 5PE

Data protection
The information collected as part this consultation will also be used by the Council in
accordance with the data protection principles in the Data Protection Act 1998. The purposes for
collecting this data are: to assist in plan making; and to contact you, if necessary, regarding the
planning consultation process. Some of the data may be made public as it will form part of the
evidence base used to inform the creation of planning policy documents. The above purposes
may require public disclosure of any data received on the response form, in accordance with the
Freedom of Information Act 2000.
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