From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

20 August 2015 17:22
Planning LDF
Designated Green Spaces Consultation

Dear PlanningLDF
Ref Green Space Code LGSD081 Leap Valley in Downend and Bromley Heath Parish/Emersons
Green Ward
I have just spoken to one of your officers and they recommended that I put this comment in writing with
regard to Leap Valley Nominated Green Space.
We discussed the changes that you have already made, at the request of the Parish Council, to take the land
owned by Badminton Road Methodist Church out of the designated green space as was the original wish of
the Parish Council.
I also mentioned the land to the East of the stream that is owned by Downend Estates which was included in
the original mapping and enquired whether that has been left in the designated Green Space.
My other concern is that the main site of Nature Conservation Interest in Leap Valley, the wetland, has been
excluded by the mapping. The red line goes along the edge of the housing to the East of Leap Valley, then
follows the Bridle path for about 50 metres and then comes South then West along the Constituency
Boundary then North along the line of the stream to the boundary to the property called Baugh Barn. The
area that has been excluded is marsh land with rare bird species of Water Rail and Snipe present. Is there
some reason why this has been taken out? It is owned and managed by SGC and the Friends of Leap Valley
who arrange to cut a third of the vegetation each year to maintain the wetland. It is an important Green
Space so should be included in the designation.
Regards
Chair, Friends of Leap Valley
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Local Green Space Consultation – June 2015 Response Form
Your name / organisation:

Address and contact details (please include phone number & email address):

In order to be able to proceed with the protection of the green spaces that have been put
forward for designation as Local Green Spaces we must have for each space:
 details of the ownership of the land (if at all possible)
 a map of the boundaries
 an explanation of how it meets the criteria for designation and
 specific justification for why it is demonstrably special to the local community
Therefore please first check the List of Nominated Local Green Spaces and maps which can be
viewed at: www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15 which identifies where further information on any of
the above is still needed and then provide us with the additional information where necessary
using this form:
PLEASE USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH GREEN SPACE
Name and code of nominated space:
Please clearly reference the individual Local Green Space’s code provided in both the List of
nominated Local Green Spaces and the maps, available form www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15
Leap Valley LGSD081

A) Ownership of Local Green Space
Please indicate if you or your organisation are the landowner:

If you are not the landowner can you provide their name and contact details?
Badminton Road Methodist Church, Downend, Bristol.

Is the land owner aware of the proposal to designate their land?
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(If you are not the landowner please now continue to Section B)
If you are the landowner, are you in support of or objecting to the proposals to designate this
land?

If you are objecting to the proposals to designate your land, what are your reasons? (please
refer to criteria in sections C and D below in particular)

B) Map of proposed Local Green Space
PLEASE PROVIDE A MAP WHICH SHOWS THE BOUNDARIES OF THE PROPOSED
LOCAL GREEN SPACE
If not previously provided. Please see List of Nominated Local Green Spaces and Mapped,
nominated Local Green Spaces to check if this is required. www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15
IF YOU ARE THE LANDOWNER PLEASE PROVIDE A MAP OF YOUR OWNERSHIP
This is particularly important if this differs from the area proposed for designation e.g. if you
own only part of the proposed Local Green Space, see the Mapped, nominated Local
Green Spaces: www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15
C) Does the space meet the national criteria for designation as a Local Green Space?
Please provide a response to each of the following 5 criteria - where information has not already
been provided or is incorrect in the List of nominated Local Green Spaces. (Table 1 of the Local
Green Space Designation Updated Guidance Note (June 2015) www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15
provides further details of the criteria and guidance on what sort of information you may wish to
submit):
1. Is the proposed space subject to a planning permission for development? (See Criteria 1 in
the guidance note)

2. Is the proposed space the subject of an allocation, or proposal to allocate, for development in
the Local Plan? (See Criteria 2 in the guidance note)

3. Is the proposed space an extensive tract of land and is it local in character? (See Criteria 3 in
the guidance note)
The land is not extensive and is local in character and is immediately adjacent to Leap
valley nature reserve.
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4. Is the space within close proximity to the community it serves? (See Criteria 4 in the guidance
note)
The space is in very close proximity to the local community. It is easily accessed via a
public footpath from Fouracre Crescent, Badminton Road and Leap Valley Nature Reserve.
5. Is the specific space demonstrably special to the local community? e.g. not a blanket
designation (see Criteria 5 in the guidance note)

The space is very popular with walkers, nature lovers and has been used for informal
recreational activites over many years.

D) Why is the space of particular local significance?
Please use the following response box to provide specific evidence as to how at least one of the
following criteria is relevant:
Please state which criterion, 6-11, are relevant to the nominated space. Table 2 of the Local
Green Space Designation Updated Guidance Note (June 2015) www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15
provides further details on the criteria and guidance on what sort of information you may wish to
submit to justify how the space is of particular local significance and demonstrably special to the
community that use it:
6. The proposed space is of particular local significance because of its beauty
7. The proposed space is of particular local significance because of its historic significance
8. The proposed space is of particular local significance because of its recreational value
9. The proposed space is of particular local significance because of its tranquillity
10. The proposed space is of particular local significance because of its richness of wildlife
11. The proposed space is of particular local significance because of another reason not
covered by criteria 6-10.
The proposed space is home to a wide variety of wildlife and forms part of a corridor to the
adjacent Leap Valley Nature Reserve. It has been enjoyed by walkers and nature lovers
over many years.
The area is also used for informal recreation.
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Please return completed forms by close of business on 30th July 2015:
By e-mail: PlanningLDF@southglos.gov.uk
By post: Strategic Planning Policy and Specialist Advice Team, South Gloucestershire Council,
Environment and Community Services Department, PO Box 299, Civic Centre, High Street,
Kingswood, Bristol, BS15 0DR.
Viewing documents
The consultation documents can be viewed from: www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15
The consultation documents are also available to view online at:


South Gloucestershire Libraries (please refer to www.southglos.gov.uk/libraries for
locations and opening times); and



The Council’s One-Stop Shops, from 8.45am - 5pm Mondays to Wednesdays and
8.45am - 4.30pm Thursdays and Fridays, in the following locations:





Thornbury Library, St Mary Street, Thornbury, BS35 2AA
Yate, Kennedy Way, BS37 4DQ (access via West Walk)
Kingswood Civic Centre, High Street, Kingswood, BS15 9TR
Patchway Hub, Rodway Road, Patchway, BS34 5PE

Data protection
The information collected as part this consultation will also be used by the Council in
accordance with the data protection principles in the Data Protection Act 1998. The purposes for
collecting this data are: to assist in plan making; and to contact you, if necessary, regarding the
planning consultation process. Some of the data may be made public as it will form part of the
evidence base used to inform the creation of planning policy documents. The above purposes
may require public disclosure of any data received on the response form, in accordance with the
Freedom of Information Act 2000.
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Steve Evans
Director for Environment and Community Services
Strategic Planning Policy and Specialist Advice Team
South Gloucestershire Council

13th August 2015
Dear Steve
Ref: Policies, Sites and Places Plan/Green Spaces for South Gloucestershire
I am writing as a Trustee for Badminton Road Methodist Church, Downend regarding the inclusion
of privately owned land belonging to the church having been included in the consultation document
with reference to the provision of Green Spaces. I understand from various conversations I have had
with South Gloucestershire councillors and Downend and Bromley Heath councillors that the
inclusion of this land is probably due to a clerical error. As you may be aware there is a planning
application, PK15/1621/F, currently under consideration for some of our land to be sold to a
developer for 9 residential properties. If this is approved the church will use the money to update a
building which is over 50 years old so that we can provide additional activities for the local
community as well as a regular café for the elderly, messy play and messy toddlers and messy
church on a Saturday which we already provide. Planning permission has already been given to the
church for the refurbishment to be undertaken and part of the planning approval gave us permission
to erect a 6ft fence around some of the area which has now been included as a potential Green
Space. That planning approval reference is PK14/2749/F.
I would be very grateful to receive a reply assuring me that the land will not be included as a Green
Space.
I would also be grateful for acknowledgement of receipt of this email.
Kind regards

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

28 July 2015 20:49
Planning LDF
Natural environment
Nominated Green Space - Leap Valley LGSD081

The above has been nominated as a Green Space area. It is an area directly behind our property which also
has proposed plans going through PK15/1621/F. We would like to make the following support comments in
relation to this area being approved as Green Space
Having lived in our property for 20 years, it has always been a well used area of green particularly by dog
walkers as it extends into the valley with self made well used paths. The grass area is used from first thing
on a morning and throughout the day.
Although apparently Church Land, use has never been prohibited and there are no signs from any of the
pathways suggesting it is private land. I think if you went around and asked people they would all assume it
is already a Green Space. The only sign suggesting private is on the church building itself and the gate
barrier which you wouldn't see or pass whilst walking.
It also has a tarmac path running through it which is in constant use to the local schools and area and saves
having to walk along the narrow pavement on the Badminton Road, and by a busy bus stop as there
wouldn't be enough room to pass with pushchairs, young people and dogs whilst people are waiting for a
bus.
The area is used throughout the summer evenings by the scouts, and other clubs for various recreational
activity and events. Although the Church propose to keep an area of grass this will limit activity.
We strongly feel that this is a small area of land which should be kept to be used and enjoyed by the local
community.
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Yes

(If you are not the landowner please now continue to Section B)
If you are the landowner, are you in support of or objecting to the proposals to designate this
land?
n/a
If you are objecting to the proposals to designate your land, what are your reasons? (please
refer to criteria in sections C and D below in particular)
n/a

B) Map of proposed Local Green Space
PLEASE PROVIDE A MAP WHICH SHOWS THE BOUNDARIES OF THE PROPOSED
LOCAL GREEN SPACE
If not previously provided. Please see List of Nominated Local Green Spaces and Mapped,
nominated Local Green Spaces to check if this is required. www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15
IF YOU ARE THE LANDOWNER PLEASE PROVIDE A MAP OF YOUR OWNERSHIP
This is particularly important if this differs from the area proposed for designation e.g. if you
own only part of the proposed Local Green Space, see the Mapped, nominated Local
Green Spaces: www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15
C) Does the space meet the national criteria for designation as a Local Green Space?
Please provide a response to each of the following 5 criteria - where information has not already
been provided or is incorrect in the List of nominated Local Green Spaces. (Table 1 of the Local
Green Space Designation Updated Guidance Note (June 2015) www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15
provides further details of the criteria and guidance on what sort of information you may wish to
submit):
1. Is the proposed space subject to a planning permission for development? (See Criteria 1 in
the guidance note)
No
2. Is the proposed space the subject of an allocation, or proposal to allocate, for development in
the Local Plan? (See Criteria 2 in the guidance note)
No
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3. Is the proposed space an extensive tract of land and is it local in character? (See Criteria 3 in
the guidance note)
No but local in character.
4. Is the space within close proximity to the community it serves? (See Criteria 4 in the guidance
note)
Yes. Off Badminton Road in an urban area, bordered by housing in Fouracre Crescent and
Aintree Drive. Accessible from nearby Church Lane Bridle path also.
5. Is the specific space demonstrably special to the local community? e.g. not a blanket
designation (see Criteria 5 in the guidance note)

Yes. Wildlife, Woodlands, playing area etc.

D) Why is the space of particular local significance?
Please use the following response box to provide specific evidence as to how at least one of the
following criteria is relevant:
Please state which criterion, 6-11, are relevant to the nominated space. Table 2 of the Local
Green Space Designation Updated Guidance Note (June 2015) www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15
provides further details on the criteria and guidance on what sort of information you may wish to
submit to justify how the space is of particular local significance and demonstrably special to the
community that use it:
6. The proposed space is of particular local significance because of its beauty
7. The proposed space is of particular local significance because of its historic significance
8. The proposed space is of particular local significance because of its recreational value
9. The proposed space is of particular local significance because of its tranquillity
10. The proposed space is of particular local significance because of its richness of wildlife
11. The proposed space is of particular local significance because of another reason not
covered by criteria 6-10.
Site of conservation interest for wildlife with a wetland, stream, pond, woodland and
meadow.
An important recreational area with play equipment and it is popular for dog walking.
Tranquil setting with trees ideal area for relaxation i.e. walking and childrens play.
Forest School initiative leads various groups of children up to around 11 years of age
including pre-school groups where parents can join their children. Most of the sessions are
part of this initiative which encourages learning through a woodland environment.
The sessions, are tailored to the needs of the various groups, for instance older children
may want to swing across streams on ropes or sit around a camp fire while tots may prefer
story-telling and painting with mud.
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Please return completed forms by close of business on 30th July 2015:
By e-mail: PlanningLDF@southglos.gov.uk
By post: Strategic Planning Policy and Specialist Advice Team, South Gloucestershire Council,
Environment and Community Services Department, PO Box 299, Civic Centre, High Street,
Kingswood, Bristol, BS15 0DR.
Viewing documents
The consultation documents can be viewed from: www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15
The consultation documents are also available to view online at:


South Gloucestershire Libraries (please refer to www.southglos.gov.uk/libraries for
locations and opening times); and



The Council’s One-Stop Shops, from 8.45am - 5pm Mondays to Wednesdays and
8.45am - 4.30pm Thursdays and Fridays, in the following locations:





Thornbury Library, St Mary Street, Thornbury, BS35 2AA
Yate, Kennedy Way, BS37 4DQ (access via West Walk)
Kingswood Civic Centre, High Street, Kingswood, BS15 9TR
Patchway Hub, Rodway Road, Patchway, BS34 5PE

Data protection
The information collected as part this consultation will also be used by the Council in
accordance with the data protection principles in the Data Protection Act 1998. The purposes for
collecting this data are: to assist in plan making; and to contact you, if necessary, regarding the
planning consultation process. Some of the data may be made public as it will form part of the
evidence base used to inform the creation of planning policy documents. The above purposes
may require public disclosure of any data received on the response form, in accordance with the
Freedom of Information Act 2000.
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