
Submission to South Gloucestershire Council in respect of proposed Green Space 

LGSD 214

Prepared by owners of which is the largest part of this

proposed Local Green Space, July 20, 2015

Summary

We object to this area of land being designated a Local Green Space. The largest element of it comprises our 

private garden. The current proposal misdescribes the land in question, gives incorrect and we believe

misleading reasons for wanting the land designated as a Local Green Space and fails to give any rationale

why our private garden, of all the many private gardens in Marshfield with excellent views, should be singled 

out for designation as a Local Green Space.

Our arguments are set out in detail below but we would of course welcome the opportunity to provide 

further clarification if this would be helpful. Please just let us know.

Description of potential Green Space code LGSD 214

This proposed Green Space comprises three areas under separate private ownership (please see the 

attached coloured plan taken from your Local Green Space web site in connection with LGSD 214):

 The area shaded yellow and edged in blue are the private gardens of (called 

Marshfield House on the plan). The house is Listed Grade II* and a number of other outbuildings and 

structures in the garden are listed Grade II. These listed structures are shown on the plan shaded 

black.  is owned by  the authors of this submission.

 The area shaded green is a private garden; its ownership is unknown to us.

 The area shaded pink is a working farmyard. We understand that this land is owned by 

of Weir Farm.

 It should be noted that the area of garden once owned by  was considerably larger 

than now as some of the land was sold separately by the Church Authorities when the Vicarage was 

sold off by them in the late 1970s. Both the areas marked A and B on the plan and edged in blue 

were once owned by and actively gardened by the occupants of the Vicarage and contained many 

steps, paths, flower beds and terraces (all now lost) as shown in old photographs of the late 

19th/early 20th centuries now in our possession.

Documented Rationale for designating this land a Local Green Space

On your web site a number of reasons are given for designating this area of land a Local Green Space:

 That the land is beautiful

 That it provides recreational space

 That it is historical



 That the “Land surrounds historic farm complex and has outstanding views across the valley to the 
south.”

 That the land has “Exceptional views to the south.”

Our detailed objections

We formally object to the designation of LGSD 214 as a Local Green Space for the following reasons:

 The largest proportion of the proposed LGSD comprises the private gardens of 

While we are delighted that they are thought of as beautiful we would note that there are doubtless 

many other private gardens at least as beautiful as ours that are not proposed for LGSD listing.

 There are no rights of access to the gardens of  for anyone other than owners of 

 the general public have no right of access to our gardens nor do the gardens provide 

any recreational space for the general public. (This is also true of the other areas of land in this 

proposed LGSD.) Moreover, the gardens are surrounded by high, historic and listed stone walls and 

thus the vast majority of the gardens are not even visible to the general public, nor are the views

from the garden visible to the general public.

 These gardens are not and never have been part of an ‘historic farm complex’ and are no more 

historical than any of the other gardens attached to the many listed properties in the village none of 

which are proposed for a LGSD. Moreover, additional elements of the proposed LGSD marked A and 

B on the attached plan were not part of any historic farming complex either as they too were owned 

by the Vicarage until they were carved out from the Vicarage gardens and sold separately by the 

church authorities in the 1970s.

 While it is true that there are very good views from the gardens of we do not 

believe that this, in of itself, warrants their designation as part of a LGSD for the following reasons:

o First, many houses of the south side of Marshfield High Street have identical views, as do the 

houses on Weir Lane and many other houses in the village. No rationale has been given for 

why  garden should be specifically singled out for LGSD status because of 

these views and we believe there is neither logic nor equity in such a proposal.

o Second, if the goal is to protect the view, which of course we and doubtless much of the rest 

of the village would support, the way to do so is to ensure that the land to the south of this 

proposed LGSD (and indeed to the south of the village more generally) that makes up the 

view is protected from development by ensuring its current Green Belt designation remains 

sacrosanct. Giving extra protection to our private garden does nothing to protect the views.

 Finally, we would note that  is listed Grade II* and a number of outbuildings and 

garden structures are listed Grade II (as shown on the attached plan). We believe these listings 

provide more than sufficient protection of the gardens and prevent their inappropriate development 

and that further restrictions are therefore unnecessary and unwarranted and would represent an 

unjustifiable imposition on the future evolution of the private gardens surrounding our house.
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