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From:
Sent: 17 December 2015 15:54
To: Planning LDF
Cc:
Subject: PSP LGS Summer 2015 Consultation

Dear Sirs

As a local landowner, and resident of the Parish of Little Sodbury, I write with reference to notification of the above
consultation which I received on 13.12.2015.

The consultation appears to refer to the failure by House Builders and Developers to commence new building at the
rate anticipated by Government. This in turn has led to the Loacal Plan, already agreed, falling short by 1500 homes.
This problem is, of course, not the fault of Local Government but rather the inevitable consequence of Developers
holding back their building sites, in order to try to force additional allocations, whilst still retaining the sites already
designated. This problem will no doubt re‐appear year on year, as Developers will have little or no incentive to
develop on land they already control.

As a result, it would seem that Local Green Spaces (LGS), already designated for protection, are being targeted for
possible development and, in my neighbourhood, the following appear to be under threat:

LGSD269 The Ridings Sports/Recreation Fields
LGSD271 Sodbury Common
LGSD278 The Ridings Woodland Area
LGSD935 Allotment Field on Sodbury Common

All these sites are overlooked by the AONB escarpment and are of very high recreational value to the surrounding
local communities. I therefore object strongly to any attempt to remove the LGS designation from any of the sites.

LGSD269 and LGSD278 are part of the Ridings, crossed by many footpaths, and include a cycle path which avoids the
dangers of the Wickwar Road. Part of the area is woodland that was planted out in 2000, with Forestry Commission
aid, and this is now evolved into a significant wildlife habitat, where many species have thrived and continue to
develop. The area also provides playing fields which enable community sports and events to be held. The local
community also enjoy this open space used for public recreation and exercising dogs.

LGSD271 is a major part of the Sodbury Common, which was created under the Commons Act 1889 and, I believe,
continues to enjoy protection under the Commons Act 2006. It is an area of great great charm, of considerable
historic interest, recreational value and home to wealth of wildlife. As stint holders, my late father and I have
enjoyed the historic grazing rights associated with the common and trust that this will continue indefinitely. Being
within easy walking of the town, the area is used by local residents for many pastimes including exercise, fitness,
sports and informal recreation. This is part of a large common that enjoys support from environmental groups with
interests in the diverse Flora and Fauna to be found on the site.

LGSD935 has been identified, under a Parish Plan, for allotments to be available to the local community. The
resulting benefits include social, physical, nutritional and lifestyle. The demand for allotments has continually
outstripped supply. There has always been a waiting list for allotments and, despite attempts by the Town Council,
no other sites have been identified for additional allotments. Furthermore, it should be appreciated that this land
was left to the local population, by a wealthy philanthropist, to allow them to grow fresh food and I feel sure it was
never intended to be developed as a housing estate.

I trust that South Gloucestershire Council will resist any attempt to gain access to these valuable, and very special,
Green Spaces for development
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Regards
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