South Gloucestershire Local Plan: Policies, Sites & Places Plan (Landowner/Leaseholder

Response Form)

Landowner/leaseholder - Local Green Space Consultation – June 2015
Response Form
Your name / organisation:
Stoke Gifford Parish Council.
Address and contact details (please include phone number & email address):

In order to be able to proceed with the protection of the green spaces that have been put
forward for designation as Local Green Spaces we must have for each space:
• details of the ownership of the land (if at all possible)
• a map of the boundaries
• an explanation of how it meets the criteria for designation and
• specific justification for why it is demonstrably special to the local community
Therefore please first check the List of Nominated Local Green Spaces and maps which can be
viewed at: www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15 which identifies where further information on any of the
above is still needed and then provide us with the additional information, where necessary,
using this form:
If you are the landowner and wish to support or object to any of the spaces being
nominated, please use this form to tell us how the space does or does not meet the
criteria, by completing the questions below.
PLEASE USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH GREEN SPACE
Name and code of nominated space:
Please clearly reference the individual Local Green Space’s code provided in both the List of
nominated Local Green Spaces and the maps, available from www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15
LGSD 946.

A) Ownership of Local Green Space
Please indicate if you or your organisation are the landowner/leaseholder:
Leaseholder. The land is owned by South Gloucestershire Council.

As the land owner / leaseholder, are you aware of the proposal to designate your land?
Both the landowner and the leaseholder are aware of the proposal.
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Are you in support of or objecting to the proposals to designate this land?
The Parish Council are in support to designate this land.
If you are objecting to the proposals to designate your land, what are your reasons? (Please
refer to criteria in sections C and D below in particular)
Not applicable.

B) Map of proposed Local Green Space
PLEASE PROVIDE A MAP WHICH SHOWS THE BOUNDARIES OF THE PROPOSED
LOCAL GREEN SPACE
If not previously provided. Please see List of Nominated Local Green Spaces and Mapped,
nominated Local Green Spaces to check if this is required. www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15
IF YOU ARE THE LANDOWNER PLEASE PROVIDE A MAP OF YOUR OWNERSHIP
This is particularly important if this differs from the area proposed for designation e.g. if you
own only part of the proposed Local Green Space, see the mapped, nominated Local
Green Spaces: www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15
C) Does the space meet the national criteria for designation as a Local Green Space?
Please provide a response to each of the following 5 criteria - where information has not already
been provided or is incorrect in the List of nominated Local Green Spaces. (Table 1 of the Local
Green Space Designation Updated Guidance Note (June 2015) www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15
provides further details of the criteria and guidance on what sort of information you may wish to
submit):
1. Is the proposed space subject to a planning permission for development? (See Criteria 1 in
the guidance note)
No.
2. Is the proposed space the subject of an allocation, or proposal to allocate, for development in
the Local Plan? (See Criteria 2 in the guidance note)
No.
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3. Is the proposed space an extensive tract of land and is it local in character? (See Criteria 3 in
the guidance note)
The area is concern is deemed suitable under the criteria.
4. Is the space within close proximity to the community it serves? (See Criteria 4 in the guidance
note)
The area in concern is easily accessible for the community in which it serves and is
centrally located in Stoke Gifford.
5. Is the specific space demonstrably special to the local community? e.g. not a blanket
designation (see Criteria 5 in the guidance note)
Supported and managed by the Parish Council which includes the four Stoke Gifford Ward
Members. Friends of Forty Acres Group established for this location.

D) Why is the space of particular local significance?
Please use the following response box to provide specific evidence as to how at least one of the
following criteria is relevant:
Please state which criterion, 6-11, are relevant to the nominated space. Table 2 of the Local
Green Space Designation Updated Guidance Note (June 2015) www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15
provides further details on the criteria and guidance on what sort of information you may wish to
submit to justify how the space is of particular local significance and demonstrably special to the
community that use it:
6. The proposed space is of particular local significance because of its beauty
7. The proposed space is of particular local significance because of its historic significance
8. The proposed space is of particular local significance because of its recreational value
9. The proposed space is of particular local significance because of its tranquillity
10. The proposed space is of particular local significance because of its richness of wildlife
11. The proposed space is of particular local significance because of another reason not
covered by criteria 6-10.
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Site Location
Forty Acres is situated within the Parish of Stoke Gifford (between Stoke Gifford itself and
Little Stoke) and is mainly contained within the map reference square ST6180. (See
Attachment 1: OS Map) It lies within Central Ward and its proximity to the residential areas
of The Parish is self-evident from the maps provided. The boundary of the site to the West
is close to the railway line running out of Parkway Station, heading north. (The rail line
forms the Eastern border of the North-East Triangle within which the new Train Depot is
being built. Forty Acres lies below the raised depot site.) The border to the East is Hatchet
Road. The Southern boundary of the site is formed by a housing estate known locally as
‘The Royals’ because of the road names within it, e.g. Sandringham Road, Buckingham
Drive and Gatcombe Drive and the Northern boundary is Bush Avenue, around which this
part of the site is wrapped, and Gypsy Patch Lane.
(See Attachment 2: Map of Forty Acres)
Ownership
The land is owned by South Gloucestershire and leased to the Parish Council on a fiftyyear lease, which was signed in 2009. One of the conditions specified in the lease is that
the land is kept as an open space for public use.
Site Importance
Forty Acres is a crucially important site for: 







1) The People who live and work in Stoke Gifford.
2) The Biodiversity of South Gloucestershire.
3) Flood Control
4) Pollution Mitigation and Climate Change.
5) Health and Wellbeing
6) Education
7) Historical Importance

1. The People
Embedded in the heart of the community, Forty Acres provides vital respite from the
increasingly urban setting in which it is now located. (Stoke Gifford has been very heavily
built on and the building process continues to expand.) The Site is vitally important for the
health and wellbeing of the residents (a large proportion of whom use it every day for a
variety of activities) and for the workers, such as those at nearby Rolls Royce, who
regularly exercise within Forty Acres (and Little Stoke Park) at lunch times and during other
breaks. It is also used by some of the residents of nearby Parishes. Forty Acres is
inherently beautiful; being within it lifts the spirit and soothes the soul.
The Friends of Forty Acres have evidence that the Site provides for a variety of activities
and hobbies. A few examples of which include, wild life surveys, bird watching, bat walks,
blackberrying, dog walking, photography, art activities, star gazing (including activities
undertaken by a resident astrophysicist) and informal
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Nature walks for children with their parents but it is also the pure tranquility to be found
there which draws local people to be healed from the cares of the day and their lives. It is
well established by research that having access to the Natural World and being in touch
with it, is good for both physical and mental health. It is an essential element of life.
2. The Biodiversity of South Gloucestershire.
Forty Acres is an extremely important site for wildlife. The flora and fauna to be found is
extensive, including a number of protected species, red-listed species or equivalent lists of
concern. Examples include, Water Vole (Arvicola Terrestris), Bullfinch (Pyrrhula Pyrrhula),
Song Thrush (Turdus Philomenos) and species that many other communities have lost
such as the hedgehogs (Erinaceus europæus), which have declined in number as quickly
as the Tiger! Otter spraint has been found at the River entrance to the site.
The Site contains diverse habitats, for example: i.

Species rich grassland, which The Friends of Forty Acres are seeking to protect.
97% of our wildflower rich grassland has been lost across Britain. The Friends of
Forty Acres, working in association with Stoke Gifford Parish Council, have plans to
enhance or restore as appropriate, all areas of grassland within the Site. We want
to play our part in the National Pollinator Strategy
a. This will be achieved through changes in the management of the Site and
b. Through additional seeding with top grade wildflower seed and
wildflower/grass mixtures.
c. We are connecting with Plan Bee and a local beekeeper, The Bumble Bee
Conservation Trust, B-Lines and other similar organisations/projects that
support pollinators.
d. The grassland is alive with grasshoppers, crickets, moths and butterflies,
such as The Common Blue, Burnet Companion, Mother
e. Shipton, Shaded Broad Bar, Meadow Brown, Ringlet, Five Spot Burnet,
Cinnebar, Skippers, Six Spot Burnets, Gatekeepers and many others.
(Polyammatus icarus, Euclidia Glyphica, Callistege mi, Scotopteryx
chenopodiata, Maniola jurtina, Aphantopus hyperantus, Zygaena trifolii, Tyria
Jacobaeae, Hesperiidae, Zygaena filipendulae, Pyronia tithonus.)

ii.

Hedgerows
The Site boasts a number of connecting hedgerows most of which can seen
on 19th century maps and which are extremely valuable as wildlife corridors and
food providers. Species within include Hawthorn and Blackthorn that provide
essential early nectar for bees and winter food and shelter for birds and small
mammals and also, species such as, Ash, Elm, Elder, Crack Willow, Buckthorn,
Dogwood and English Oak. Flora such as English Bluebells are also found here another indicator of age. The hedgerows are also an important food source for
many Lepidoptera, such as the Brimstone Butterfly and Emperor Moth. Far fewer
Hawk moths are seen in recent years.

iii.

Woodland
Apart from the Hedgerows, Forty Acres contains several areas of Woodland.
These are either areas of secondary woodland of considerable age that support
Buzzard, Green Woodpeckers, Great Spotted Woodpeckers, Song Thrush, Mistle
Thrush and Owls, or plantation woodland, where Dunnock (Prunella Modularis),
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Chaffinch, Greenfinch and several of the Tit family are seen in the northeast area
and where the Sparrowhawk hunts around the central area. All of the woodland is
important for birds and invertebrates. Bullfinches particularly favour those areas
with varieties of cherry, hazel, dog rose and Guelder rose.
The Friends of Forty Acres have recently planted additional trees such as
Cherry and Oak.
Scrub Area
An area with bramble, elder, hawthorn, crack willow, ash, etc., as saplings or
young trees, where there are also tall herbs (e.g. Meadowsweet and Great
Willowherb) and nettles, is an important ‘nursery’ for Nymphalids, e.g., Peacock
(Aglais io) Small Tortoiseshell (Aglais Urticae) and Comma (Polygonia c-album).
Large numbers of birds are seen here and it is one of the areas favoured by house
sparrows

v.

The River(s)
Forty Acres is riparian site with the dominant hydrology being Stoke Book,
which is designated by the Environment Agency as a Main River. The Friends have
worked hard to clear the banks of Himalayan Balsam (Impatiens grandulifera) - an
invasive weed – and plans are being developed to re-seed areas with Purple
Loosestrife (Lythrum Salicaria) and Meadowsweet (Filipendula ulmaria) as
replacement food for the bees who have lost a favoured food source. Water Voles
that were once very common here are still just about hanging on, the Kingfisher is
regularly seen along with Dragonflies and Damselflies such as the Beautiful
Demoiselle (Calopteryx Virgo). The Heron pops in from time to time and even a
Little Egret. Sticklebacks and, in appropriate areas within the river, tadpoles are
seen (last recorded 7th June 2015). The Grey Wagtail is also present from time to
time. Informal discussions have taken place with the Bristol Avon Rivers Trust
regarding possible future projects, such as riverbank seeding and care, if
sanctioned by the Environment Agency.
Forty Acres is also a ‘confluence’ point for a number of watercourses that join
Stoke Brook. In effect, three watercourses arrive from the south, one from the west
and one from the north. The stream from the north which runs south parallel with
the rail embankment (Patchway Brook?) has been altered at some point and its
original course becomes a bourn through the oldest hedgerow in wet periods.
Forty Acres is officially listed by the Environment Agency as a flood area. It
acts as a collecting basin for water that would otherwise cause serious flooding to
residential areas. It has also been a site of residential recreation
for many years, at least stretching back to WW2 and possibly beyond with
residents telling stories of canoeing here and even bathing in pools on site.
Ground water level is high in this part of the Parish and in wet winters, large parts of
Forty Acres are under water and this draws in a higher number of water birds than
usual. Herring Gulls, which are red listed, Black-headed Gulls (amber Listed)
Mallard etc., are joined by Mute Swans, Gadwall and Canada Geese, for example.
The whole of Forty Acres, with its great variety of habitats, is important for
bats. The Friends will be making small adjustments to a disused brick hut,
previously used as an airfield beacon, to make it suitable and available as a bat
roost. Bee/insect ‘hotels’ will be attached to the outer walls for insects, such as
solitary bees, ladybirds, lacewings, etc.

vi.

The Attenuation Area
This is provides another wonderful habitat. It is a gherkin shaped area
created by the Environment Agency as a means of flood control by forming raised
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banks with a channel of water at it base flowing from the south. The Reed Warbler
and Reed Bunting were heard here and Snipe sheltered in the winter before a
change in management recently took place. In the past it has been managed by the
Environment Agency but The Friends believe that a change of management
arrangement must have occurred as it is now being mismanaged with the tall,
varied vegetation being regularly cut short in spring. Ideal management should
involve cutting about once every three years leaving one side to be cut in the
following year to retain habitat availability. The Friends are seeking to negotiate a
revision to previous management techniques.
3. Flood Control: As noted above, Forty Acres is a naturally formed storage site for
water, designated as a flood area and enhanced by an attenuation pond, it provides
riparian habitat for wildlife and safeguards large residential areas of Stoke Gifford from
flooding. It is a vital resource within the Parish with benefits that stretch beyond its
boundaries.
4. Pollution Mitigation and Climate Change: The trees, shrubs and vegetation of Forty
Acres provide a massive contribution to air quality in Stoke Gifford and its environs. The
higher quality air is immediately evident on entering the site. The trees, shrubs and
assorted vegetation absorb carbon dioxide (the gas of global warming) etc., and produce
oxygen. The Site makes an enormous contribution to the reduction of pollutants in the
wider area arising from traffic, industry, and people. The trees also slow down the rate at
which water runs off and stabilizes soil helping to reduce problem flooding by holding water
back and allowing a slower discharge into the main watercourse.
5. Health and Wellbeing: The benefit that Forty Acres offers to local residents and
workers has already been described above. It offers a place for exercise, relaxation,
reflection and appropriate hobbies and activities, etc. It is a much-loved resource for
everyone. Public events have been held here, for example, Bat Walks, as part of South
Gloucestershire Discovery programme and many more of these kinds of events are
envisaged for the future both within the Discovery programme and externally to it.
The Friends of Forty Acres also want to increase the number of public events to
promote interest in natural science for its own inherent importance through both informal
and formal arrangements and as a means of achieving other educational skills and
knowledge. A range of educational goals can be achieved through the science of natural
history. Links with local schools, etc., are important.
Forty Acres also contains within its boundaries an adjoining area known as Royal
Park where The Friends hold ‘Fun Days’ for the public. This is a very important designated
amenity area in its own right but which also enables events associated with Forty Acres to
be held without damaging the precious central wildlife area. Although, Royal Park is a
designated amenity area, it is still important for our wildlife such as pollinators and the short
grass in this area attracts many species, which prefer shorter grass. The Green
Woodpecker is most often seen here along with Blackbirds, Starlings, Wood Pigeons and
Corvids. Beetles also enjoy shorter grass and the bees forage in the flowering hedgerows
and trees, such as Alder, Lime and Poplar.
6. Education
Informal: The Friends of Forty Acres want to engage residents and the wider public to
stimulate awareness and interest in the natural world and its importance. This can be
achieved in a number of different ways, such as, events on site, talks or just being available
to answer questions.
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Formal: They also want to promote learning through the study of natural history through
links with local educational establishments and to offer relevant educational support.
Promotion of the understanding of nature as an ecosystem upon which we depend is
important.

7. Historical Importance
Forty Acres is important historically: a) As a site which local people have used for recreation and activities for many years
and to which they still turn for comfort and enjoyment;
b) As a site where the PROW are regularly used by local people and
c) As a site of Roman settlement which was hurriedly excavated in the 1970’s but
which was never fully investigated for a variety of reasons.
In summary, Forty Acres is a wonderful gem of a site, which must be protected at all costs.
Local people need it. The evidence provided within the State of Nature shows that our flora
and fauna need it. It provides a range of habitats from which all humans and wildlife can
benefit. Equally importantly, it has the necessary corridors for wildlife to connect with other
sites, such as the SNCI to the south and Three Brooks LNR to the north, to enter and exit
through the hedgerows, rivers and railway.
Species List
A species list can be supplied if required; most of them are not mentioned within this paper.
An annotated aerial photograph of differing habitats can also be supplied.
Allotments
There has been a waiting list for many years in relation to the Bush Avenue Allotment. The
Little Stoke Garden Society manages the Allotments on behalf of the Parish Council. All of
the plots are activity used.
Travel
Cycle/Pedestrian path runs through Forty Acres.
If you are objecting to the nominated space, please provide details of how the space might not
meet these criteria.
Please return completed forms by close of business on 21st August 2015
If you are a Parish or Town Council landowner/leaseholder, please reply by the 30 th July
2015:
By e-mail: PlanningLDF@southglos.gov.uk
By post:
Strategic Planning Policy and Specialist Advice Team
South Gloucestershire Council
Environment and Community Services Department
PO Box 299
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Civic Centre
High Street
Kingswood
Bristol
BS15 0DR
Viewing documents
The consultation documents can be viewed from: www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15
The consultation documents are also available to view online at:


South Gloucestershire Libraries (please refer to www.southglos.gov.uk/libraries for
locations and opening times); and



The Council’s One-Stop Shops, from 8.45am - 5pm Mondays to Wednesdays and
8.45am - 4.30pm Thursdays and Fridays, in the following locations:





Thornbury Library, St Mary Street, Thornbury, BS35 2AA
Yate, Kennedy Way, BS37 4DQ (access via West Walk)
Kingswood Civic Centre, High Street, Kingswood, BS15 9TR
Patchway Hub, Rodway Road, Patchway, BS34 5PE

Data protection
The information collected as part this consultation will also be used by the Council in
accordance with the data protection principles in the Data Protection Act 1998. The purposes for
collecting this data are: to assist in plan making; and to contact you, if necessary, regarding the
planning consultation process. Some of the data may be made public as it will form part of the
evidence base used to inform the creation of planning policy documents. The above purposes
may require public disclosure of any data received on the response form, in accordance with the
Freedom of Information Act 2000.
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