
 
 

Statement of Reasons 

 
Bradley Stoke North 

AZTEC West roundabout A38 southbound widening 
 
 

Background 
 
The A38 Gloucester road links the M5 at Junction 16 with Bristol city centre, 
providing access to the Strategic Road Network (SRN) from several 
significant employment sites within the North Fringe of Bristol. The A38 also 
provides links to large residential areas including Bradley Stoke, Patchway 
and Filton.  It is one of the main routes serving the Cribbs Patchway New 
Neighbourhood (CPNN) and the Filton Enterprise Area. 
A strategic transport traffic model was used to identify a package of measures 
designed to mitigate the impact of traffic arising from new developments. The 
package includes improvements at four junctions on the A38: J16 M5, Aztec 
West, Gipsy Patch Lane, and Filton Roundabout. Forward funding has been 
secured at three of the four junctions to ensure infrastructure is in place prior 
to development, Aztec West Roundabout is the remaining junction. 
 
The following planned works are essential in order to improve the local 
infrastructure of the area. 
  
The principles of the scheme as outlined in the following sections have 
already been agreed, and these are the conditions upon which the funding 
investments have been secured. 
 
The council recognises that the works may cause some disruption and will 
endeavour to minimise their impact. Further specific details regarding traffic 
management plans and timescales for the works will be published nearer the 
time.  
 
The works are being planned and will be constructed in co-ordination with the 
works planned for the Metrobus project. While the two projects will be co-
ordinated to maximise efficiency and reduce disruption, they must be 
delivered as separate projects. This is because they are significantly different 
in terms of their scope and funding availability. This project also has major 
differences in Utility works that could have a significant impact on the 
Metrobus programme if the two projects were linked. 
 
Purpose of Scheme 
 

• The existing southbound approach to AZTEC west roundabout is 
heavily congested at peak times and struggles to cope with the traffic 
demands made on it. The situation will deteriorate further as traffic 
growth continues. This presents a barrier to investment and growth in 
the surrounding areas that the A38 supplies. 

• There are also no formal crossing facilities for pedestrians or cyclists at 
the roundabout itself.  There are signal controlled crossings on Bradley 
Stoke Way and on the A38 to the South of the junction, but neither of 



these are on the direct desire lines at the roundabout.  This results in 
some pedestrians and cyclists electing to cross the roads at the 
roundabout itself, with attendant safety problems resulting.  This is 
particularly an issue on the A38 northern approach to the junction. 

 
Description of the works 

The scheme comprises the improvement of the A38 Aztec West roundabout 

through the implementation of the following measures: 

• Widening of the A38 approach to the roundabout from the North (from 

Junction 16) to provide six lanes entering the junction (compared to the 

existing four).  This will enable two lanes to be dedicated to each of the 

key traffic movements (left to Bradley Stoke Way, straight on to the 

A38 towards Filton, and right turn to the Aztec West Business Park).  

• Widening of the eastern side of the circulatory carriageway to provide 

four lanes through this part of the roundabout (two serving the straight-

on movement to the A38 south and Filton, and two serving the right-

turn into Aztec West Business Park).  

• Installation of new pedestrian and cycle controlled crossing points 

across the A38 northern arm of the roundabout, and construction of 

linking shared use paths connecting the crossing points. Installation of 

new pedestrian and cycle controlled crossing points across the Bradley 

Stoke Way arm of the roundabout, and construction of linking shared 

use paths.   Installation of new pedestrian and cycle controlled crossing 

points across the Aztec West arm of the roundabout, and construction 

of linking shared use paths. 

• The existing northbound and southbound shared use footway / 

cycleway either side of the A38 will be widened to a minimum of 3m 

from AZTEC West roundabout to the M5 Junction 16. 

The works are being planned and constructed in co-ordination with the works 
planned as part of the Metrobus project. 
 
Drawing Reference 
 
A plan of the project can be viewed on drawing number T402-310-17 
 
Timescale 
 
Works are planned to begin in the spring of 2016 with construction expected 
to last 12 months. 
If you would like to comment on the implementation of this scheme or require 
further details please visit: 
 
www.southglos.gov.uk/consultation 
 
Or email: transportservices@southglos.gov.uk 


