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All local authorities are facing intense financial pressures and are looking at ways to 
make sure that every pound of funding is spent wisely and effectively. This means 
that we need to look at how we provide services that are sustainable and will meet 
the needs of local people, now and in the future.

As part of the Council Savings Programme (CSP) we are required to achieve savings of 
£145k within the maintenance and management of sport pitches and their facilities 
by seeking to transfer responsibility to external bodies such as clubs and volunteer 
groups.
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We need to consider that without significant investment (for which no council 
budget exists) buildings linked to sports pitches will fall into a state of disrepair. 

This measure is designed to bring the buildings into community management, 
ensuring their availability for other users, including nursery and play groups for 
example, and to ensure pitches are available for league fixtures and training, etc.

This is not a new process to the council. Under an existing policy a number of pitches 
and their  facilities have  already  been  transferred  or are in  the process  of  being 
transferred to third party groups, typically the main sports club that uses the site. 

In order to meet our savings target, and to assure future use and access to these 
public open spaces and associated buildings, we would now like to invite third party 
groups to take on responsibility for the remaining playing fields and facilities. 
The review does not include the playground areas adjacent to sports pitches.
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This evening is part of our consultation with you to shape the future of our sports 
pitches and how they support your sports. 

To get to here we have looked closely at the service we have provided in the past and 
also thought about how we need to change to meet the financial pressures we face 
without reducing what is needed.

Our formal and wide consultation is under way now so please let us know your views, 
concerns and ideas via the consultation web page.
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We launched the consultation in September and it closes on 14 December.

We are looking for your clubs and groups to submit your expressions of interest

to take on sports sites by the end of November.

You will not be signing your lives away. It just lets us know who wants to talk

further, who wants to discuss things in more detail.

Through December and January we will be working with you to discuss the

details of leases, licences, costs and maintenance so you have all the information

you need to make your decision.

The aim is that we can sort out all the formal legal agreements and you can start

to manage your sports pitches in April 2016
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The site information packs contain everything we know about our sites so hopefully it is 
everything you need to know too. They are available to down load on the consultation 
webpage or we can provide printed copies if you ask. 
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Some sites have been grouped together where they might share a pavilion or other 
facility 

Bitton, Warmley and Windsor Place are not currently maintained as sports pitches, but 
are designated ‘playing fields’ so they can be used as such if you want to move to them.

You are not restricted to expressing an interest in just one site or to the site you 
currently use. 

Some sites are already being taken on by sports clubs and community groups and this 
project will help support those already involved in taking on sites.

If a site does not have any interest we wont be able to afford to maintain it to the 
standard it is now so we will reduce the maintenance to a minimum and that will most 
likely mean that it will no longer be available to use as a sports pitch. 

We want this to succeed and we understand that we cant do it on our own and neither 
can you so we are here to provide the support you need as best we can
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Beyond tonight’s we will be supporting groups and individuals who submit an Expression 
of Interest by meeting and discussing issues openly and providing support and regular 
updates on our dedicated webpage with what is happening and the next steps. 

If you haven’t already done so, please visit the webpage and sign up for notifications 
about this consultation, which is a link near the bottom of the webpage.

We will be using the webpage to share generic information, questions and answers and 
by signing up for notifications you will be informed by email when any new documents 
are added or updated.

Our contact details are here and in your information packs.
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