
 

 

Introduction 

Cycling is a cheap, healthy and pollution free way for people to get around. It can be built 

into everyone’s daily routine and, by making a commute to work or trip to the shops into a 

physical activity, South Gloucestershire will become a healthier place. 

This draft Cycling Strategy for South Gloucestershire aims to make cycling an easy option for 

people to use by making the local transport network as safe and convenient for cycling as 

possible through investment in infrastructure and high quality maintenance. 

The Benefits of Cycling: 

 Cheap – no fuel required! A year’s bike maintenance costs a lot less than other forms 

of transport. 

 Healthy – cycling can help improve your fitness and reduce the risk of heart disease 

and obesity.  

 Productivity – getting more people cycling to work will create a healthier and more 

alert workforce resulting in lower absence rates due to sickness. 

 Reliable journey times – bicycles don’t get stuck in the traffic congestion meaning 

that cycling can be a quicker option for local journeys than the car. 

 Less congestion – more cyclists means fewer cars on the road. 

 Less pollution – fewer cars on the road means cleaner air. 

 Efficient use of space – 8 bicycles can be parked in the space of one car. 

Key Principles that underpin the Cycle Strategy 

 Promotion of walking and cycling as part of the road user hierarchy 

 The ‘think cycle’ approach - cycling as a key part of all our decision making.  

 Cycling will link with other forms of transport to allow linked up and longer journeys.  

 New cycle routes will link new developments such as Cribbs/Patchway New 

Neighbourhood and connect these with existing parts of South Gloucestershire. 

 Cycle routes will be suitable to use for everyone from ages 8-80. 

 Cycling will be a convenient, safe and enjoyable way to travel. Better maintenance of 

routes, reducing traffic speeds and high quality design will be part of this. 
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 We want everyone to know about our cycle routes and we will promote this as often 

as possible at schools and businesses as well as online. 

Targets 

 To get more people cycling, more safely, more often  

 To provide safe and accessible cycling for users aged from 8 to 80 years on all routes  

 Cycling will account for 10% of commuter trips by 2020 

 To maintain and improve our cycle network 

 Cycling will be the fastest way to get from A-B for most short journeys 

Challenges for South Gloucestershire 

With a large urban area closely linked with Bristol bike journeys can seem too long. Our 

cycle routes must allow people to travel efficiently from A-B and integrate well with public 

transport. 

The dominance of the car can cause severe traffic congestion at peak times. By providing 

better cycling routes we aim to provide a realistic alternative to the private car. 

For many people, living in rural areas means reliance on their car. We want to encourage 

cycling as a realistic option in rural areas. 

Links to development sites 

South Gloucestershire’s Core Strategy identifies continuing growth in the area with 26,000 

new homes and major employment sites at the Enterprise Areas at Emerson’s Green, Filton 

and Severnside planned over the next decade. 

Therefore our cycle network must grow to support this development, by providing 

sustainable routes from people’s homes to the places that they work, shop and socialise. 

Provision for cycling will be embedded within all new development from the outset. 

Think Cycle 

To ensure that the vision and aims of this Cycling Strategy will be successful, it is essential to 

ensure cycling is one of the first things people think about when considering new 

development and transport infrastructure. 

To do this we must make sure that the decision makers, such as the Council Members, 

officers, consultants and developers, have a ‘think cycle’ approach embedded in all their 

decisions. Relevant training and skills development will be provided to relevant staff and the 

Council’s consultants and contractors. 

We will also be working with developers and their consultant teams (architects, planners, 

urban designers) to ensure cycling is considered from the first stages of planning new 

developments. 

Previous Consultation and Ongoing Engagement  

Community groups and local stakeholders were invited to take part in workshops as part of 

the development of this Strategy and we intend that this level of engagement will continue. 



The public will be engaged and consulted in order to build up an clear understanding of the 

current barriers to cycling, allowing the Council to work towards their removal. 

The Council is committed to providing ongoing engagement and consultation with 

stakeholders in the business sector as well as cycle interest groups and local communities. 

We will continue to engage with the Cycle Forum in order to build an understanding of the 

needs of cyclists and any issues that may arise. All future engagement will meet the 

standards set out in the Community Engagement Strategy for South Gloucestershire.     

The hierarchy of cycle routes – different types of cycle routes 

Local business networks and cycling interest groups were asked to attend workshops which 

helped to define the hierarchy of cycle routes. As with all elements of the transport 

network, different sections of the cycle route network serve different functions and carry 

different expectations in terms of the level of service provided to the user. 

There are sections of the cycle network where user expectation is for a quicker, reliable 

journey and those where a more leisurely trip is desired. With this in mind, we have 

categorised all cycle routes into four types so that cyclists know what level of service to 

expect. 

 Strategic: core routes linking main settlements and areas of high 

employment/education 

 Major: core leisure routes linking the strategic network to secondary destinations 

 Local: feeder routes within urban areas 

 Rural: rural feeder routes 

Please refer to the full, draft strategy for detail for the expected level of service for each 

type of cycle route. 

Implementation / Funding 

Successful delivery of the strategy is subject to the continued availability of sufficient 

funding. Whilst internal funding sources, such as the Council’s Local Transport Capital 

Programme and the Maintenance budget, provide some core funding, the majority of 

funding for cycle schemes comes from external sources and as such cannot be guaranteed 

to continue. 

Technical Guidance Document 

Accompanying the draft Cycling Strategy is a separate Technical Guidance document; the 

two should be read in conjunction with each other. Whilst the draft strategy sets out the 

vision for cycling in South Gloucestershire, the Technical Guidance document provides much 

more detail on the core design principles for the provision of cycle infrastructure in the area. 

Design Principles 

Coherence: continuous and seamless connections linking journey origins to trip attractors 

which are easily recognisable and legible for cyclists to follow intuitively.  



Directness: designing a strategic cycle network around key desire lines with minimal delays, 

detours and obstructions by junctions, crossings, physical barriers or infrastructure that may 

impede momentum and priority. 

Safety: routes must generate high perceptions (and actuality) of safety and personal 

security. This involves limiting conflict between different travel modes, designating routes 

along active (front) edges and suitably retrofitting existing environments on case by case 

basis. 

Comfort: developing highly sustainable, yet simple and appropriately proportioned cycle 

infrastructure, which minimises  visual  and  sound  pollution  from  vehicular  traffic  and  

avoids  cyclists  from  making complicated manoeuvres. 

Attractiveness: maximising opportunities for the network to compliment surroundings 

contributes towards the quality of the public realm and increases the level of exposure to 

pleasant (green) environments. 

Access for All: in addition to the above design principles, access for all must be considered at 

all stages of designing and developing a cycling network. It is absolutely imperative that 

every part of the network is accessible by all types of bicycle and all types of user, regardless 

of ability, ages 8-80, including disabled users and safe routes to schools. 

These cycle design principles will underpin the development and implementation of a 

successful cycle network in South Gloucestershire. 

The Technical Guidance will also be a living document, regularly updated as required to 

adapt to future innovation within cycle infrastructure and thinking. 

 

Please refer to the consultation web pages for the full versions of the draft Cycling 

Strategy and the Technical Guidance document plus a series maps and images, all of which 

hold much more detail and information. 

 


