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Universal Youth Budget – Future of the Positive Activities Subsidy 

Consultation Background Paper 

This consultation is about the potential impact of the following proposal: 

That the Council does not renew the Positive Activities Subsidy funding after March 2016 but 

continues its funding for the centre based youth activities in each of the six priority 

neighbourhoods and for young people with learning difficulties and/or disabilities.  

Background 

Along with all local authorities, South Gloucestershire Council is facing intense financial 

pressure with savings of a further £36 million required by 2019-20. As part of the Council 

Savings Programme (CSP) the Council has to consider how services are currently provided 

and find different ways to meet the needs of local people whilst ensuring that every pound of 

funding is spent wisely and effectively. It is in this context that councillors have asked for a 

review of the Positive Activities Subsidy that is currently approved until the end of March 

2016. 

Following a major review of Youth Services in 2012 three key changes were made: 

1. The transfer of responsibility for council youth centre buildings to other organisations 

where possible. 

2. The continuation of funding for some youth centre based activity in each of the six 

priority neighbourhoods* and additional sessions for young people with learning 

difficulties and/or disabilities. 

3. The establishment of a new grant to support community based organisations to 

provide a wide range of activities for young people. This is known as the Positive 

Activities Subsidy.  

* The six priority neighbourhoods in South Gloucestershire are Patchway, Staple Hill, Kingswood, 

Cadbury Heath, Yate and Dodington, and Filton. The focus on these neighbourhoods is to ensure all 

residents have the same opportunities to enjoy a good quality of life.  

 

About the Positive Activities Subsidy  

The Positive Activities Subsidy was approved for three years from April 2013 and set at 

£437,000 a year. The funds were allocated to each of the five Local Area Forums in South 

Gloucestershire using a pre-agreed formula including population and deprivation information 
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and taking into account administration costs. Community organisations of any size have 

accessed the funds by making bids to the Local Area Forum that covers the area they are 

working in. 

Some organisations have had one off funds for a specific activity or equipment, others two or 

three year funding to support the regular delivery of activities.  

Organisations who have taken responsibility for council youth centre buildings have also 

received varying amounts of the Positive Activities Subsidy to enable continuity of service in 

the early years of transfer. These organisations have business plans which include the 

identification of other funding sources to ensure the future sustainability of these centres. 

The Positive Activities Subsidy has funded a wide range of youth activities. Examples 

include youth centre based activities, video/film/photography/music projects, outreach youth 

work, games and sports, arts and crafts, activities for specific groups,  outdoor activities, 

water sports, courses (e.g. babysitting/cooking/nutrition) events (e.g. skateboarding event) 

and a mentoring project. Some funds have also been granted for the purchase of activity 

related equipment. 

The Proposal not to renew the Positive Activities Subsidy 

As part of the Council Savings Programme councillors have asked for a review of the 

universal youth budget. At the Council’s Children and Young People’s Committee meeting 

on 23 September 2015, councillors requested that consultation takes place to assess what 

the impact may be of not renewing the Positive Activities Subsidy after the end of March 

2016 whilst retaining funding for the priority neighbourhood and learning difficulties and/or 

disabilities youth provision. Councillors have requested that the findings of this consultation 

are included in a report for them to consider early in 2016.  

What happens next? 

Young people, parents and carers, positive activity providers, local residents, the wider 

community, schools and organisations who may be impacted by the proposal not to renew 

the Positive Activities Subsidy after March 2016 will have the opportunity to submit their 

views about this proposal. The consultation period will begin on 2 November 2015 and end 

on 11th January 2016.  
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Find Out More and Have Your Say 

We welcome comments on these proposals between 2 November 2015 and 11January 

2016. 

Make sure you complete the questionnaire that is most appropriate to you to give us your 

views. There are separate questionnaires for: 

 Young people 

 Providers of activities for young people in South Gloucestershire  

 Parents/carers, residents, schools and other relevant organisations in South 

Gloucestershire 

The list of activities that have been funded in each of the three years of the PAS funding is 

available from the webpage for reference whilst completing the questionnaire. This will help 

you check if activities you are considering in your responses have received funds from the 

Positive Activities Subsidy. The young people’s version of the questionnaire does not require 

specific knowledge of how activities are funded. 

Information is also available from your local South Gloucestershire library and One Stop 

Shop. You can find out more or tell us your views by: 

 Completing the questionnaire most relevant to you 

 Email: consultation@southglos.gov.uk 

 Write to: FREEPOST Plus RTCT-JXLE-EET, South Gloucestershire Council, 

Corporate Research & Consultation Team, Positive Activities Subsidy Consultation, 

Civic Centre, High Street, Kingswood, BRISTOL, BS15 9TR 

 Phone: 01454 868195 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


