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Statement of Reasons 

Bradley Stoke – Wheatfield Primary School  - Proposed 20mph 
Zone in Wheatfield Drive, Dewfalls Drive and Harvest Close  

  
Background 
South Gloucestershire Council made a resolution in September 2013 to ensure that, as far as 
practicable, all schools in South Gloucestershire are covered by a 20 mph speed limit.  This 
approach is in line with guidance from the government, which is encouraging local authorities to 
introduce 20 mph speed limits or zones, in residential areas being used by people on foot or 
bicycle. 
 
  
Purpose of the scheme   
The purpose of the scheme is to reduce traffic speed in the roads around Wheatfield School, 
which will improve road safety for vulnerable road users as well as making walking and cycling 
to school more attractive. 
 
The proposed scheme is to reduce the speed limit from 30 mph to 20 mph on Wheatfield Drive, 
Dewfalls Drive and Harvest Close.  
 
Consultation 
Consultation letters were sent to all frontagers within the proposed 20mph zone, including the 
school.  Notices were erected along the affected roads and details were uploaded onto the 
consultation website.  The drawings on the website were viewed 105 times.  A total of 18 
responses were received of which 13 supported the proposals, 3 were against the proposals 
and 2 other comments were received.  All of the responses received are detailed in Appendix A 
along with officer comments. 
 
Future Programme 
The initial consultation was carried out to inform the school and local residents about the 
proposed 20mph zone and to ensure that their comments and concerns are taken on board at 
an early stage. 
 
The next stage will be for South Gloucestershire to formally advertise a Traffic Regulation Order 
with the proposal.  This involves placing notices in the local paper and along the affected roads 
and publishing details on the Council’s website, giving people an opportunity to formally object 
to or support the proposed scheme. 
 
Depending on the outcome of the advertisement, it is anticipated that works will commence on 
site shortly after the Traffic Regulation Order has been signed and sealed,  However, if 
objections are received during the advertisement stage, South Gloucestershire Council will be 
required to report objections to the Planning, Transportation and Strategic Environment 
Committee for a decision on how to proceed. 
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Appendix A 
 

Comments received at Consultation Officer’s response 
Comments in Favour  
Support No 1 
As you know we had already proposed a 20 mph for 
Wheatfields and Dewfalls some while ago.  Although we 
believe this is the right place for a 20 mph zone.. We are very 
pleased by this new foray into a very important issue. The 
scheme we had was to introduce the 20 mph from both 
junctions of Brook Way as indeed the School run brings 
masses if traffic into both Wheatfield and Dewfalls. The road 
itself is speed calmed already but unfortunately many drivers 
insist on driving at 30 and more when it can obviously be seen 
this is dangerous in the narrow and narrowed chicaned affect 
sections. We look forward to this development being 
presented which I know ourselves and am pretty certain many 
other Cllrs will support 

Suggest that the scheme is 
implemented as per the 
consultation. 

Support No 2 
The proposal should meet the aspiration contained in the 
Statement of Reasons. 

Suggest that the scheme is 
implemented as per the 
consultation. 

Support No 3 
Supports 20mph but will not address poor driving 

Suggest that the scheme is 
implemented as per the 
consultation 
Forward issues regarding 
poor driving to Road Safety 
ETP & School 

Support No 4 
Confirmed support for Dewfalls being included in 20mph 

Suggest that the scheme is 
implemented as per the 
consultation 

Support No 5 
Support 20mph but concerned about cars driving on footway 
at school times. 
 

Suggest that the scheme is 
implemented as per the 
consultation 
Forward issues regarding 
poor driving to Road Safety 
ETP & School 

Support No 6 
Support any plan to reduce speed limit to 20mph 

Suggest that the scheme is 
implemented as per the 
consultation 

Support No 7 
About time too! 
I have lived here, in Wheatfield Drive, for 15 years. Both of my 
children attended the school. 
The main culprits are the parents who drive their children to 
school, who use excessive speed. 
This should also be in place for the residential children who 
play out in the summer. Because of the meandering nature of 
the road I am surprised no one has been killed yet! 
While you're at it, can you do anything about the manners of 
the parents and their inconsiderate parking! They set a bad 
example to their children! 

Suggest that the scheme is 
implemented as per the 
consultation 
Forward issues regarding 
poor driving to Road Safety 
ETP & School 

Support No 8 
I fully support the introduction of the 20mph zone in Wheatfield 
Drive and Dewfalls Drive.  
I live in Wheatfield Drive and daily during school term see 

Suggest that the scheme is 
implemented as per the 
consultation 
Forward issues regarding 
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speeding, bad parking and totally selfish and inconsiderate 
driving mornings and afternoons.  
Having spoken to the school about cars using my drive for 
turning and parking they have told me that the local 
community police will TRY and show a presence, so without 
some sort of enforcement or monitoring it will be interesting to 
see if it works, hopefully it will. 

poor driving to Road Safety 
ETP & School 

Support No 9 
I have reviewed your plans for the 20mph zones to improve 
road safety of road users, walkers and cyclists. In principle I 
have no issues, however the main danger to all these people 
you mention is not the speed but the parking of parents in the 
road of Dewfalls Drive.  Previously there were issues in 
Wheatfield Drive and some attention has been made to this 
road to prevent the dangerous parking. But this just moved the 
problem to Dewfalls Drive in particular outside number 37, 39 
and 41 Dewfalls Drive where the walkway is situated to 
Wheatfield Drive and the school. 
 
Now in Dewfalls Drive you have cars parking actually on 
driveways, parking and blocking access to driveways, parking 
on the pavements and parking on the junction into the 
driveways thus all causing visibility to the pavement and the 
road to be reduced down to zero. This in my view is a much 
bigger danger to the people you mention than the speed as in 
peak times the cars are all queued up anyway so reducing the 
speed will have no impact at all on any dangers. In fact this 
causes more danger as they drive to weave in and out of the 
cars parked in poor areas reducing driving visibility. 
 
I would encourage you to investigate the parking of cars as 
well as the 20 mph zones to prevent accidents to the people 
you are trying to protect. 

Suggest that the scheme is 
implemented as per the 
consultation 
Request for parking review 
forwarded to Assess and 
Decide 

Support No 10 
We support the proposed 20 mph zone in Wheatfield Drive 
and adjacent roads but believe the inconsiderate and poor 
parking during school drop off and pick up more of an issue 
than the speed.  We have rarely witnessed cars being driven 
fast alone the road as it is quite narrow and winding and in our 
experience if at all this usually occurs during the evening. 
 
Please will you advise how this speed limitation will be 
monitored and if the continued parking problems are going to 
be addressed and resolved i.e. a significant traffic warden or 
PCSO presence.  We have lived in Wheatfield Drive for 21 
years and several years ago I was a governor at Wheatfield 
School.  During this time parking and traffic was an issue and 
obviously continues to be so.  20 mph zoning is all well and 
good but will not evoke change in hazardous parking.  My 
challenge to you is address it all before there is an accident. 

Suggest that the scheme is 
implemented as per the 
consultation 
 
Enforcement of speed limits 
in South Gloucestershire is 
undertaken by the Police. 
You can find the following 
statement on their website:- 
"20mph speed restrictions 
will be treated in the same 
way as any other speed limit 
in the Avon and Somerset 
Police area in that 
enforcement will not be 
routine but will be intelligence 
led and where there is 
evidence of clear and 
excessive offending, 
accompanied by an 
aggravating factor, Avon & 
Somerset Constabulary may 
consider enforcement where 
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appropriate"  
Parking concerns forwarded 
to Assess and Decide 

Support No 11 
The proposal to make Wheatfield & Dewfalls Drive a 20mph 
zone is very welcomed and fully supported by us.  It is well 
overdue. 
 
One concern we have, is how it will be enforced.  Could 
something be put in place to remind drivers to stay at the 
correct speed all the way round the loop to the far end of 
Dewfalls Drive? Cars can have a tendency to increase their 
speed as they travel along the straight part of the road, from 
approximately No.59 onward to the exit to Brook Way. (They 
also like to mount the pavement so they can pass one 
another, which is very frightening when you're walking along it 
with your children).  Perhaps cameras telling drivers their 
speed may help? 
 
The speeds drivers can travel along the road can be very 
alarming.  20mph is a great idea. 

Suggest that the scheme is 
implemented as per the 
consultation 
See above for comments on 
enforcement. 

Support No 12 
Bradley Stoke Town Council has no objection to the 
introduction of this 20mph zone.  
 
Councillors ask how it is proposed to enforce the 20mph 
zones across all schools in South Glos. 
 

Suggest that the scheme is 
implemented as per the 
consultation 
See above for comments on 
enforcement. 

Support No 13 
Speaking as a governor at Wheatfield Primary School, 
responsible for overseeing the school travel plan and active 
travel programme, I am in full support of any initiative that 
helps make walking and cycling to school safer.  I welcome 
the reduction of the speed limit from 30 to 20mph. 
 

Suggest that the scheme is 
implemented as per the 
consultation 

Comments Against  

Against No 1 
I have been a resident of Dewfalls Drive for the last 15 years 
and find it hard to see the justification for the proposed 
scheme. 
 
As far as I can observe with my own eyes both Wheatfield and 
Dewfalls Drive have been designed to naturally restrict the 
speed of traffic by the twisty nature of the road so to get above 
20 mph would be a remarkable feat for most normal drivers, 
People who try and go faster than this are hardly likely to take 
notice of extra signs and I dare say it is not going to the 
Police's highest priority when it comes to enforcement so from 
that point of view however little it costs it will be a waste of 
money. So in a time when public funds are tight for both local 
and national government this seems to be a complete waste to 
me and there are better ways to improve road safety and I 
outline a couple of observations based upon my own personal 
experience below. 
 

The World Health 
Organisation’s Pedestrian 
Safety: a road safety manual 
for decision-makers and 
practitioners summarises 
published research on the 
science of road safety for 
those on foot. It uses case 
studies from around the 
globe.  A distinguished peer 
review group have carefully 
studied the evidence. 
The report says  
“One of the most effective 
ways to improve pedestrian 
safety is to reduce the speed 
of vehicles” and in particular, 
reducing speed limits. 
Specifically listed as a proven 
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I have this morning looked on the 
http://www.road-injuries.info/map.html web site and can only 
find two minor injury accidents in Dewfalls and none 
whatsoever in Wheatfield drive in the past 8 years which is a 
testament to the road design and the fact that most kids are 
driven to school. I drive down both roads on every working day 
and the only issues I have with the road layout are people 
coming out of Dewfalls Drive as they turn right onto the short 
bit of road that intersects with Brook Way. I have lost count of 
the number of times I have been trying to come into the road 
only to find another motorist on the wrong side of the road 
cutting the corner as they try and turn right. If something is to 
be done a central reservation down that bit of road to force 
drivers to stay in lane would be a better way of spending the 
money in my opinion, albeit this may not be practical as the 
road is quite narrow there. 
 
Waiting at the bus stop on Brook way a significant number of 
cars do not even brake when coming up to the roundabout so 
the risk of an accident is somewhat higher I feel and justifies 
putting a 20 mph speed limit on the approach to the junction. 
 
If you are going to go ahead I would suggest the Wheatfield 
Drive/Dewfalls Drive are put down the list of priorities as there 
are probably plenty of other schools in your jurisdiction sited 
on main roads, for example, that would derive greater benefit 
from such a scheme.  

intervention is to  
“Implement area-wide lower 
speed limit programmes, for 
example, 30 km/h” (20mph) 
 
Unfortunately the budget 
available for this scheme is 
not sufficient to fund the 
other measures that you 
have requested.    
 
The most recent annual 
travel to school survey for 
Wheatfield School shows that 
the majority of children walk 
to school. The survey shows 
that at Wheatfield School 
80% of puplis walk to school, 
1.9% cycle and 18.1% travel 
to school by car.   

Against No 2 
My response to this is the same as previous responses to 
similar proposed 20 mph limit schemes. 
1. Will it be enforced? 
2. If not what is the point? 
3. Educate children to be careful on and near roads. 
4. Educate drivers to be careful near schools. 
5. Fix other road hazards such as serious potholes, 
Overgrown roadside verges and hedges, traffic lights that out 
of timing, and ridiculously narrowed roundabouts with the 
same zeal as imposing 20 mph limits.. 
 

The police do carry out 
enforcement of 20mph speed 
limits in South Glos. 
Our Road Safety Education 
Team do visit schools in 
order to speak to children 
about road safety.  
Introduction of reduced 
speed limits outside schools 
is one way of educating 
drivers to drive more slowly 
outside schools.  Funds 
allocated to this scheme 
have not been taken from 
maintenance budgets.  
 

Against No 3 
Unless a majority of residents on the roads adjacent to the 
school have petitioned the Council for a 20mph speed limit, I 
object to this proposal.  This proposal looks ridiculous and 
simply follows the dogma embraced by the Council that says 
"we ought to follow what some health and safety monkey in 
London has suggested" rather than a rational assessment of 
any risks. 
  
Unless I am very much mistaken, these roads are not through 
roads plagued by heavy volumes of traffic where a 20mph 
speed limit, operative at times when children are travelling to 
and from school, would be sensible.  The majority of road 

 
The number of people 
supporting the scheme 
exceeds the number against. 
 
The World Health 
Organisation’s Pedestrian 
Safety: a road safety manual 
for decision-makers and 
practitioners summarises 
published research on the 
science of road safety for 
those on foot. It uses case 
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users on these roads are going to be people that live on this 
estate and parents taking their children by car to school.  As 
such, both groups should be switched on to the risks 
associated with children travelling to and from school.  The 
layout of the roads with their gentle curves also looks like the 
maximum speed of vehicles is likely to be in the order of 
20mph, which then begs the question 'why is the Council so 
intent in wasting council taxpayer's money on ridiculous 
schemes and projects that will achieve precisely nothing'? 
  
I stand to be corrected regarding my comments about traffic 
volumes but the statement of reasons gives no indication of 
any particular problems.  There is no mention of a history of 
accidents that might indicate there is a major problem that 
needs to be addressed.  The main reason for this proposal 
seems to be that the Council made a resolution in 2013 - big 
deal.  It's about time people at the Council got into the real 
world.  Putting a 20mph speed limit anywhere that somebody 
might use a bike or go for a walk is quite absurd - it covers 
virtually the whole of the Council area.  Those people that 
advocate a man with a red flag walking in front of every 
vehicle must be salivating at the prospect of South 
Gloucestershire Council's policies on speed limits.  
 

studies from around the 
globe.  A distinguished peer 
review group have carefully 
studied the evidence. 
The report says  
“One of the most effective 
ways to improve pedestrian 
safety is to reduce the speed 
of vehicles” and in particular, 
reducing speed limits. 
Specifically listed as a proven 
intervention is to  
“Implement area-wide lower 
speed limit programmes, for 
example, 30 km/h” (20mph) 
 
 

Other comments  

Comment No 1 
We and many other residents have long been concerned 
about the safety along our street, during school drop off and 
collection time is when we notice the majority of vehicles 
driving with excessive speed, down the pavement and 
regularly  obstructing peoples driveways and parking on the 
pavement. 
With all of this in mind if you propose to continue with this 
scheme what will be your approach to monitor this ?   
I have previously complained to Gloucester Council, the 
school and our local councellor about the poor standard of 
driving and inconsiderate parking of the parents, all to no avail. 
So, I assume your new proposals will find a way to remedy the 
concerns of the residents as it is mostly the parents who are 
causing the problems. 

Comments have been 
forwarded to the road safety 
education team. 
 
Request for parking review 
forwarded to Assess and 
Decide 
 

Comment No 2 
While I am in favour of the reduced speed proposals around 
schools - in this instance due to the layout in Wheatfield and 
Dewfalls Drive, even when the road is clear of vehicles it is 
difficult to do more than 20mph! 
 
All built up areas which has a school location should 
automatically be designated as 20mph or even 10mph on 
approach in some locations. 
 
There are at least 7 schools within Bradley Stoke not including 
pre schools so if changing a speed limit requires a TRO on 
every proposal then that seems to be a waste of resources if 
not enforceable. 
 

National regulations do not 
allow the introduction of 
10mph speed limits on uk 
roads 
 
20mph speed limits are 
proposed outside all schools 
in South Glos but limited 
resources mean that we 
cannot process them all at 
the same time.  Those 
schools that have requested 
20mph speed limits through 
their travel plans and those 
highlighted by Area Forums 
and included in their priority 
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Why can you not issue one TRO for the whole of Bradley 
Stoke Schools and implement at the same time? 
 
I would like to know how are you going to enforce these speed 
limits if proposed when you don’t have the resources 
available? 
 
How much does the TRO cost to introduce and why has it only 
been proposed for this location?  
 
In my opinion education is the key in and around schools and 
to reduce the number of vehicles using the road particularly at 
drop off and collection. 
Waiting restrictions limited waiting and or resident parking 
zones should be imposed at all schools, you can then more 
easily enforce this type of TRO.  
By making it difficult for the car user to park near schools, you 
are making it much safer for pedestrians walking / cycling to 
school and thus by making life of residents who live within 
school locations less stressful as well. 

list are being considered first. 
 
The legal costs for this 
scheme will probably be in 
the order of £1000. 
 
A budget of £15,000 has 
been allowed for design, 
consultation, legal, reporting 
objections and 
implementation 
 
The police do carry out 
enforcement of 20mph speed 
limits in South Glos. 
Our Road Safety Education 
Team do visit schools in 
order to speak to children 
about road safety.  
Introduction of reduced 
speed limits outside schools 
is one way of educating 
drivers to drive more slowly 
outside schools.  Funds 
allocated to this scheme 
have not been taken from 
maintenance budgets.  
Request for parking review 
forwarded to the Assess and 
Decide Team. 
 

 


