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Policy References 

Please note that policy reference numbers in the June 2016 Proposed Submission PSP 

Plan have been updated since the publication of the March 2015 Proposed Submission 

PSP Plan.   

Please note - This report of Engagement and Main Issues reflects the policy numbering 

used in the March 2015 version of the Plan. For reference, the table below sets out the 

alterations made to policy numbering between the March 2015 version of the Plan and 

the June 2016 Proposed Submission version of the Plan. 

March 2015 

PSP Plan 

Policy 

Number (used 

throughout 

this report) 

Policy Title 

June 2016 

PSP Plan 

Policy 

Number 

PSP1 Local Distinctiveness PSP1 

PSP2 Landscape PSP2 

PSP3 Trees and Woodland PSP3 

PSP4 Designated Local Green Spaces PSP4 

PSP5 
Undesignated Open Spaces within Urban Areas and 

Settlements 
PSP5 

PSP6 Onsite Renewable and Low Carbon Energy PSP6 

PSP7 Development in the Green Belt PSP7 

PSP8 Settlement Boundaries 
Not included 

in this plan  

PSP9 Residential Amenity PSP8 

PSP10 Health Impact Assessments PSP9 

PSP11 Active Travel Routes PSP10 

PSP12 Development Related Transport Impact Management PSP11 

PSP13 Motorway Services and Roadside Facilities PSP12 

PSP14 
Safeguarding Strategic Transport Schemes and 

Infrastructure 
PSP13 

PSP15 Safeguarding Rail Schemes and Infrastructure PSP14 

PSP16 Park and Ride/Share PSP15 

PSP17 Parking Standards PSP16 

PSP18 Heritage Assets and the Historical Environment PSP17 
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March 2015 

PSP Plan 

Policy 

Number (used 

throughout 

this report) 

Policy Title 

June 2016 

PSP Plan 

Policy 

Number 

PSP19 
Statutory Wildlife Sites: European Sites & Sites of Special 

Scientific Interest (SSSIs) 
PSP18 

PSP20 Wider Biodiversity PSP19 

PSP21 Flood Risk, Surface Water and Watercourse Management PSP20 

PSP22 Environmental Pollution and Impacts PSP21 

PSP23 Unstable Land PSP22 

PSP24 Mineral Working and Restoration PSP23 

PSP25 Mineral Safeguarding Areas PSP24 

PSP26 Hyrdocarbon Extraction (inc. Fracking) PSP25 

PSP27 Enterprise Areas PSP26 

PSP28 B8 Storage and Distribution Uses PSP27 

PSP29 Rural Economy PSP28 

PSP30 Agricultural Development PSP29 

PSP31 Horse Related Development PSP30 

PSP32 Town Centre Uses PSP31 

PSP33 Local Centres, Parades and Facilities PSP32 

PSP34 Shopping Frontages PSP33 

PSP35 Public Houses PSP34 

PSP36 
Hot Food Takeaways (Including drive through takeaway 

facilities) 
PSP35 

PSP37 Telecommunications Infrastructure PSP36 

PSP38 Internal Space Standards for Affordable Housing PSP37 

PSP39 
Development Within Existing Residential Curtilages, 

Including Extensions and New Dwellings 
PSP38 

PSP40 
Residential Conversions, Sub-Divisions and Houses in 

Multiple Occupancy 
PSP39 

PSP41 Residential Development in the Countryside PSP40 

PSP42 Rural Workers Dwellings PSP41 
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March 2015 

PSP Plan 

Policy 

Number (used 

throughout 

this report) 

Policy Title 

June 2016 

PSP Plan 

Policy 

Number 

PSP43 Custom Build Dwellings PSP42 

PSP44 Private Amenity Standards PSP43 

PSP45 Gypsy/Traveller Residential Accommodation 
Not included 

in this plan 

PSP46 Allocated Gypsy/Traveller Residential Accommodation 
Not included 

in this plan 

PSP47 Provision for Travelling Showpeople 
Not included 

in this plan 

PSP48 Open Space, Sport and Recreation PSP44 

PSP49 Burial Facilities, including Crematoria PSP45 

PSP50 Oldbury New Nuclear Build (NNB) PSP46 

PSP51 Rural Settlement Boundaries 
Not included 

in this plan 

PSP52 Housing Development Opportunity at Rangeworthy 
Not included 

in this plan 

PSP53 Site Allocations and Safeguarding PSP47 
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Report of Engagement and Main Issues: March 2015 – May 2016 
 
1.0 Introduction, purpose and context  
 
1.1  This statement has been produced in support of the Council’s 2016 Proposed Submission 

Policies, Sites and Places Plan. It covers how the Council has sought participation from 
communities and stakeholders during the preparation of this plan, the main issues raised 
through this engagement and how these issues have been taken into account. It covers 
the period from March 2015 – May 2016 and addresses the following in accordance with 
the Town & Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012 – Reg. 22 (C) 
(i-iv):  

 Which bodies and persons were invited to make comments; 

 How those bodies and persons were invited to make comments; 

 A summary of the main issues raised; and 

 How the Council has taken comments made into account. 
 
1.2  This report provides an update to the two previous Main Issues Statement reports 

covering the period May 2013 – March 20151 which can be viewed HERE and, together 
with this report, provides a full summary of the consultation and engagement, main issues 
raised and Council response throughout the duration of the plans’ preparation.   

 
1.3  This statement specifically covers the engagement undertaken and main issues arising 

from: the March 2015 Proposed Submission version of the Plan during the Regulation 19 
consultation (22nd May – 3rd July) 2015; Regulation 18 consultation in relation to Local 
Green Space Designation (18 June – 30 July 2015 with extensions provided to 
landowners/leaseholders up to the 28th August 2015); and additional Regulation 18 
consultation on specific items of the plan including Local Green Space Designation, 
Policy PSP38 (Internal Space Standards for Affordable Housing) and the Council’s 
strategy to address the 5 year housing land supply shortfall (20th November 2015 - 8th 
January 2016) as well as any other subsequent activities undertaken as the proposed 
submission plan was prepared.  

 
1.4 The representations received to the March 2015 version of the plan, made under 

regulations 19/20, have been treated and reported as if they were made under Regulation 
18. The Proposed Submission Plan (June 2016) is now subject to Regulation 19/20 
consultation. 

 
1.5. This report deals with the engagement activities in Part 1 and the main issues arising and 

how the Council has responded to them in Part 2. 
 

  

                                                           
1 South Gloucestershire Policies, Sites and Places Report of Engagement Pre-Draft Plan May 2013 – June 2014 
and South Gloucestershire Local Plan: PSP Plan Main Issues Statement and Report of Consultation June – August 
2014 and Engagement September 2014 – March 2015 

https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/consult.ti/PSP_ProposedSubmission/consultationHome
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PART 1: Report of Engagement 

March 2015 – June 2016 
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2. Introduction 3 

3. Scoping – Consultation timeline 5 

4. Engagement undertaken as part of Regulation 19 consultation 
summer 2015 
 

 4.1 Consultation material and publicity on the plan 

8 

 

8 

5. Engagement undertaken as part of Regulation 18 consultations 
summer 2015 and winter 2015/16 
 

 5.1 Consultation material and publicity relating to the list of  nominated 
Local Green Spaces – summer 2015 

 

 5.2 Consultation material and publicity relating to the list of nominated 
Local Green Spaces – winter 2015/16 

 

 5.3 Consultation on the Regulation 18 document winter 2015/16 

 Housing Allocations 

 Call for Sites 

 PSP 38 (Internal Space Standards for affordable housing) 
 

 5.4 Consultation material and publicity on the plan  

9 
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2.0 Introduction 
 

2.1  The Policies, Sites and Places Plan (PSP Plan) is the final document being prepared by 
the Council in completing its Local Plan. The Local Plan is a set of documents (currently 
comprising the Joint Waste Core Strategy and Core Strategy) which will update and 
replace the previous South Gloucestershire Local Plan (adopted 2006) and Minerals & 
Waste Local Plan (adopted 2002) and will guide future planning decisions in the district. 

 

2.2  This section of the report outlines the range of consultation and engagement that the 

Council's Strategic Planning Policy and Specialist Advice Team undertook in preparing 

the 2016 Proposed Submission Plan including consultations undertaken during Winter 

2015/2016 in relation to Local Green Space Designation, Policy PSP38 (Internal Space 

Standards for Affordable Housing) and the Council’s proposed methodology for 

addressing the 5 year housing land shortfall. The period covered by this report is March 

2015 to May 2016.  This consultation and engagement has been carried out in 

accordance with Regulation 18 19, 20 and 35 of the Town and Country Planning (Local 

Planning) (England) Regulations 2012.  

2.3 The Plan is divided into two parts – firstly, development management policies and, 

secondly, sites and places. The engagement activities vary for these two parts. The 

sites and places part principally centres on town centres, Local Green Spaces, and 

community facilities. This is a revised format now that the decision has been taken to 

address additional housing allocations through the Joint Spatial Plan and new Local 

Plan. Although engagement activity undertaken on this issue is still documented within 

this report the main issues arising have not been report in Part 2, as they are not 

relevant to the plan now being taken forward.  

 

2.4 This report sets out the key activities which have taken place. It does not list all the 

informal conversations, meetings and emails.  Engagement work was undertaken in 

agreement with the Members Working Group set up for the Policies, Sites and Places 

Plan.  

2.6  The 2016 Proposed Submission Policies, Sites and Places Plan has been consulted on 

in accordance with the Council’s adopted Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) 

which can be viewed on the Council’s website. 
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2.7  DTC – the PSP Plan is a subordinate plan to the Core Strategy and therefore less likely 

to be dealing with strategic cross boundary matters. No strategic matters have arisen in 

the preparation of the 2016 Proposed Submission Plan in the period covered by this 

report and in relation to the amended scope of the plan. However, ongoing engagement 

with our DTC contacts has continued to take place in support of the preparation of the 

Joint Spatial Plan for the West of England. Specific ongoing engagement on the Oldbury 

New Nuclear policy, seeking agreement on wording and meeting to agree future policy 

matters, has been ongoing over the period covered. Similarly the Council has an 

ongoing open dialogue with colleagues in the Gloucestershire minerals team, and whilst 

little has changed in the policy we have sought to keep them up to date with the process 

of bringing forward the plan. We have ensured that our DTC contacts have been 

informed at every stage and through consultation we have undertaken.  
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3.0 Scoping  
 
3.1 The table below demonstrates an overview of all the key consultation milestones in the Plan’s preparation. Previous key engagement on 
the plan (May 2013 – March 2015) can be viewed in more detail within The Main Issues Statement June 2014 – March 2015 and accessed 
HERE  

Date Activity 

May 2013 Emails and letters were sent out to everyone on the Council's e-consult iNovem database 

(approx 5,000 names) informing them of the start of the Plan's preparation, the purpose 

of the Plan and the activities that would be undertaken over the initial 6 months. 

September 2013 A questionnaire was sent out in September 2013 to Parish and Town Councils and the 

unparished areas with questions on the current planning policy issues facing 

communities and the development needs of local communities, including a request for 

proposed Local Green Spaces to be designated due to the special importance to the 

community. 

November 2013 Emails and letters were sent out to everyone on the Council's e-consult iNovem database 

inviting them, in accordance with Regulation 18 of the 2012 Town and Country Planning 

Regulations, to indicate what should be included in the Plan. South Gloucestershire 

members and Parish and Town Councils were also included. 

November 2013 Closing date for Questionnaire circulated to Parish and Town Councils and the 

unparished areas (November 14th) 

December 2013 Closing date for responding to Regulation 18 notification C
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https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/consult.ti/PSP_ProposedSubmission/consultationHome
https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/consult.ti/PSP_ProposedSubmission/consultationHome
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  January 2014 A Call for Sites took place in January 2014 Emails and letters were sent out to everyone 

on the Council's e-consult iNovem database inviting them to identify any sites that should 

be considered for development.  

June – August 2014 

Regulation 18 Consultation 

Consultation on the Draft Plan and another opportunity for Call for Sites to be submitted. 

Emails and letters were sent out to everyone on the Council's e-consult iNovem 

database. All documents and consultation material made available online. Hard copies of 

consultation material was made available in the Councils One Stop Shops, Libraries and 

Mobile Libraries. Press advertisement. 24 public events held across the district and 

Parish/Town Councils were encouraged to publicise these events on their websites. 

December 2014 – January 2015 Targeted consultation with Parishes who wanted to investigate the possibility for future 

housing allocations. 

January – February 2015  Targeted consultation with our Duty to Cooperate contacts in accordance with Regulation 

18 on Development Management Policies, including promoters of Wickwar Quarry in 

respect of PSP22 and 23.  
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May – July 2015 

Regulation 19 

Consultation 

Emails and letters were sent out to everyone on the Council's e-consult iNovem database. All documents and consultation 

material made available online. Hard copies of consultation material was made available in the Council’s One Stop Shops, 

Libraries and Mobile Libraries. Press advertisement.  

June – July 2015 

(August deadline for 

landowners) 

Regulation 18 

Consultation 

Informal consultation on Local Green Space Designation - Emails and letters were sent out to everyone on the Council's e-

consult iNovem database. Identified landowners contacted. Specific engagement website. Press release. Consultation 

events for Ward and Parish Councillors 

An appeal decision relating to a housing site in Charfield (June 2015), concluded that the Council was not able to demonstrate a 5 year supply of 

housing land. Therefore, in line with the NPPF, the housing supply elements of the local plan were deemed out of date. The impact for the March 

2015 PSP plan was that it could not be taken forward to examination as drafted. Therefore, the submission of the plan was paused while 

consultation was undertaken on the challenges and options for addressing the 5 year housing land supply shortfall. 

November 2015 – 

January 2016 

Regulation 18 

Consultation 

Regulation 18 consultation on the additional housing element of the plan and PSP38 (Internal Space Standards).  An 

additional Landowner consultation was undertaken in relation to Local Green Space Designation and those affected were 

written to.   
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4.0  Engagement undertaken as part of Regulation 19 consultation summer 2015 
 
This section sets out public consultation that was carried out during the summer of 2015.  It 
outlines the range of consultation and engagement techniques that the Council used to 
promote the 2015 Proposed Submission PSP Plan during the public consultation period. 

The 2015 Proposed Submission PSP Plan (March 2015) was considered and approved by full 
Council on March 18th 2015. The formal consultation on the Proposed Plan took place from 
22nd May – to 3rd July 2015.  

The consultation invited representations on all aspects of the plan with the exception of the 
final list of Local Green Spaces for designation. In addition consultation was undertaken 
during this time on the Heritage Technical Advice Note and Amenity and Living Conditions 
Technical Advice Note.   

4.1 Consultation Material and Publicity on the plan 

• April 2015 – An email (Appendix 1) was sent to Parish/Town Councils and the 
unparished areas to provide advance warning of the Regulation 19 consultation on 
the PSP plan and that a separate consultation on Local Green Spaces was also 
being undertaken at the same time. The email advised of a forthcoming invitation to 
attend a meeting with Council officers to who would help to assist Councillors 
respond to this consultation.  
 

• On 22 May 2015 an email/letter (Appendix 2) was sent to everyone on the iNovem 
database inviting them, in accordance with Regulation 19, 20 and 35 of the 2012 
Town and Country Planning Regulations to provide duly made representations on all 
aspects of the plan with the exception of the final list of Local Green Spaces for 
designation.  
 

• The PSP Plan web page was updated with details about the 2015 Proposed 
Submission Plan and how to get involved LINK. The page included a link to an online 
response version of the plan as well as a representation form and guidance note and 
statement of representations procedure (Appendix 3). 
 

• The Council’s iNovem website was also updated to include a page specifically on the 
consultation. 

 

• All documents and the supporting evidence base including the Sustainability 
Appraisal were available to view in South Gloucestershire libraries and One Stop 
Shops. A briefing note was provided for the libraries, One Stop Shops and the 
Council's Contact Centre (Appendix 4). 
 

• An advert was placed in the Bristol Evening Post and the Gloucestershire County 
Gazette on 4 June (Appendix 5). The advert set out the matters that would be 
covered by the Plan, the closing date of the consultation and where to find further 
information. 
 

• On 5 June 2015 an errata note was published for the 2015 Proposed Submission 
Plan due to text omitted in error. The text related to Policy PSP 38 and its supporting 
text. A Call for Sites Submission which was also amended to accurately reflect the 
submission of the land owner of a site in Tormarton. The errata note (Appendix 6) 
was emailed to everyone on the iNovem database, made available in libraries and 
One Stop Shops and an update was made to the website.   

https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/consult.ti/PSP_ProposedSubmission/view?objectId=15641509#15641509
https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/consult.ti/PSP_ProposedSubmission/view?objectId=15641637#15641637
https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/consult.ti/PSP_ProposedSubmission/view?objectId=15641637#15641637
https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/consult.ti/PSP_ProposedSubmission/consultationHome
https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/gf2.ti/f/576162/15427109.1/DOCX/-/Representation_Form_and_Guidance_Note_UPDATED.docx
https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/gf2.ti/f/576162/15327109.1/DOCX/-/Statement_of_Reps_Procedure.docx
https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/gf2.ti/f/576162/15327109.1/DOCX/-/Statement_of_Reps_Procedure.docx
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5.0 Engagement undertaken as part of Regulation 18 consultation summer 2015 and 
winter 2015/16 
 

This section sets out the informal public consultation that was carried out on the list of 
designated Local Green Spaces between 30th June – 28th August 2015 and other aspects of 
the plan between 20th November 2015 and 8th January 2016. It outlines the range of 
consultation and engagement techniques that the Council used during the public consultation 
period. 

Informal consultation was undertaken on the list of proposed Local Green Spaces during 
summer 2015. This ran alongside, but was separate to, the Regulation 19 consultation also 
taking place on all other aspects of the plan during this time. The consultation ran from 18 
June – 30 July 2015, with extensions provided to landowners/leaseholders up to the 28th 
August 2015. 

Further consultation took place between November 20th 2015 and January 8th 2016 in 
accordance with Regulation 18 of the Town and Country Planning Act 2012. Its primary 
purpose was to seek comments in relation to the methodology proposed to consider locations 
and sites suitable and available for allocation in the PSP Plan in order to address the 
Council’s 5 year housing land supply shortage. Additional informal consultation was also 
carried out at this time in respect of PSP38 – Internal Space Standards for Affordable 
Housing, and Local Green Space Designation. Engagement related to these areas of the plan 
are identified below. 

 
5.1 Consultation material and publicity relating to the list of nominated Local Green 
Spaces – summer 2015 

 

Known landowners/leaseholders of nominated spaces were contacted to gain their opinion on 
the proposed nominations. Mapping clarification of spaces was also undertaken as requested. 
Using all information collected, a final schedule of proposed Local Green Space (LGS) 
designations has been drawn up for consultation and can be found as an appendix to the 
2016 Proposed Submission Plan. Note that consultation in relation to policy PSP4 
(Designation of Local Green Spaces) underwent consultation in accordance with Regulation 
19 during summer 2015. 

In addition to the above, the following engagement activities were carried out in relation to 
Local Green Space Designation as part of the Regulation 18 Consultation.  

• April 2015 – An email (Appendix 1) was sent to Parish/Town Councils and the 
unparished areas to provide advance warning of the Regulation 19 Consultation on the 
PSP plan and that a separate consultation on Local Green Spaces was also being 
undertaken at the same time. The email advised of a forthcoming invitation to attend a 
meeting with Council officers who would help Councillors respond to this consultation.  
 

• June 2015 - Ward Members were informed about LGS activity in their areas, upcoming 
engagement events and the summer 2015 consultation and proposed meetings with 
Parish and Town Councils and in unparished areas (Appendix 7). 
 

• Summer 2015 - A consultation on LGS commenced on 18th June 2015 for a six week 
period and separate to the consultation taking place on the full 2015 Proposed 
Submission version of the plan. Letters were sent to everyone on the database, 
including statutory stakeholders (Appendix 8). Press releases were also made in the 
Evening Post and the Gazette (Appendix 9). The Council’s website was also updated to 

https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/consult.ti/PSP_LGS_Summer2015/consultationHome
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reflect the consultation on LGSD and a response form, guidance note and explanation of 
the list of nominated LGS were made available (Appendix 10 - 12). 
 

• Summer 2015 - Known potential landowners/leaseholders were informed that nominated 
LGS might be in their ownership. Landowners were identified by using Land Registry 
searches and a letter sent regarding the LGS consultation. Some land was identified as 
Council owned and therefore internal consultation was undertaken. In addition, Parish, 
Town Councils and unparished areas were consulted (as land owners) (Appendix 13). 
As a result of feedback on the LGS response form, a further response form was 
produced and published for landowners or others wishing to comment / object to 
nominated spaces (Appendix 14). 
 

• June/July 2015 – Events were held across the district (Appendix 15), the purpose of 
these events was to provide a presentation and meet individually with Parish and Town 
Councils to discuss their nominations to ensure they were: consistent with national and 
local policy; supported by appropriate justification; and had been mapped accurately.  
 

• July/August 2015 - Following the processing of representations to the summer 2015 
consultation further landowner engagement was undertaken. This was due to amended 
maps being supplied and further information on potential land ownership (Appendix 16). 

 
5.2 Consultation material and publicity relating to the list of nominated Local Green 
Spaces – winter 2015/16 
 

• November 2015 – As a result of the extra engagement on contacting landowners in late 
summer, further work was undertaken in relation to mapping and ownership details. 
Additional targeted consultation with landowners was undertaken in November 2015 
(Appendix 17). A further attempt was made to contact those landowners who did not 
respond to the summer consultation on LGSD (Appendix 18). Details were also put on 
the Council’s website (Appendix 19). 

    
5.3 Consultation on the Regulation 18 document winter 2015/16 
 
Housing Allocations 
 
The Regulation 18 Consultation document (November 2015) set out a methodology to 
consider locations and sites which are suitable and available for housing allocations. The 
Rural Settlements and Villages 2015 Topic Paper was published alongside the consultation 
document. The Topic Paper provides initial understanding of the relative sustainable access to 
key services and facilities across South Gloucestershire’s rural villages and settlements.  

Due to a Council Decision not to include additional housing allocations in the PSP Plan, 
issues relating to additional housing allocations and sustainable development locations will 
now be addressed through the Joint Spatial Plan and New Local Plan.   

 
Call for Sites 
 
A further Call for Sites exercise was undertaken as part of the Regulation 18 consultation. 
Sites identified through the previous PSP Plan Call for Sites processes and submitted in 
response to the Regulation 18 consultation were to be considered, and assessed for their 
potential to contribute to delivery of additional housing within 5 years. A revised form was 
produced and asked specific questions in relation to site acquisition, site preparation, planning 
process, and realistic build rates. It can be viewed as Appendix 20.   
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Please note that, due to a Council Decision not to include additional housing allocations in the 
PSP Plan, proposed sites submitted through the Call for Sites process at any stage of the 
preparation of the PSP Plan will now be considered through the Joint Spatial Plan and Local 
Plan Review.  

PSP 38 - Internal Space Standards for Affordable Housing 
 
In March 2015 the Government introduced optional, nationally described space and 
accessibility standards through the Housing Standards Review. The purpose of further 
consultation on this policy in winter 2015/16 was to provide supporting information and 
evidence for the inclusion of the Nationally Described Space Standard and the optional 
requirements for Accessibility M4 (2) and Wheelchair User M4 (3) dwellings in the South 
Gloucestershire Local Plan (Policies, Sites & Places Plan) revised Policy PSP38, previously 
consulted on in the Proposed Submission PSP Plan (March 15). 
 
5.4 Consultation material and publicity on the Regulation 18 document winter 2015/16 
 

 On 20 November 2015 an email/letter (Appendix 21) was sent to everyone on the 
iNovem database inviting them, in accordance with Regulation 18 of the Town and 
Country Planning Regulations, to provide comments on the Regulation 18 consultation 
document.  
 

 The PSP Plan web page was updated with details about the Regulation 18 Consultation 
and how to get involved LINK. The page included a link to an online response version of 
the plan as well as a downloadable response form (Appendix 22) and a “Plain Guide” to 
the document (Appendix 23). A separate response form was made available to provide 
comments on PSP38 (Internal Space Standards for Affordable Housing) (Appendix 24). 
 

 The Council’s iNovem website was also updated to include a page specifically on the 
consultation (Appendix 25).  
 

 All documents and the supporting evidence base were available to view in South 
Gloucestershire libraries and One Stop Shops. A briefing note was provided to the 
Council’s library, One Stop Shops and contact centre staff to ensure they were able to 
advise customers about the consultation. 
 

 An advert was placed in the Bristol Evening Post and the Gloucestershire County 
Gazette on 19 November (Appendix 26). The advert set out the matters that would be 
covered by the consultation document, the closing date of the consultation and where to 
find further information. 
 

 An event was held for Town and Parish Council on 1st December 2015, the presentation 
can be accessed via this LINK. The event covered the Policies, Sites and Places Plan 
focussing largely on the contents of the Regulation 18 Consultation. The event also 
included the objectives contained within the Joint Spatial Plan. 
 

 A public drop-in event was held on 14 December 2015 at Kingswood Civic Centre. 
Officers from the Strategic Planning Policy Team were on hand to answer any questions 
on the consultation paper, supporting documentation and the PSP Plan. 

Issues relating to additional housing allocations and sustainable development locations will 
now be considered through the Joint Spatial Plan and New Local Plan.   

  

https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/gf2.ti/f/644770/17852933.1/PDF/-/Regulation_18_Consultation_PSP_Plan_November_2015.pdf
https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/gf2.ti/f/644770/17852933.1/PDF/-/Regulation_18_Consultation_PSP_Plan_November_2015.pdf
https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/consult.ti/PSP_Reg18_Nov2015/consultationHome
https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/consult.ti/PSP_Reg18_Nov2015/consultationHome
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6.0 Summary of Main Issues Arising from Regulation 19 Consultation summer 2015   
 
6.1 This section sets out the main issues raised through consultation on the 2015 Proposed 

Submission Plan and how these have been used to inform the updating of the policies in 
the 2016 Proposed Submission Plan. The table below can be read in order of how the 
policies appear within the Plan and covers the following: 

 

 Number of respondents to policy; 

 Main issues raised; 

 How main issues raised have been taken into account by the Council in preparing the 
2016 Proposed Submission PSP Plan. 
 

 The PSP Plan has been prepared over a 3 year period. During this time the development 
management policies have been updated and refined to reflect issues raised through 
consultation but also as a result of the requirements of changing national planning policy 
and guidance, along with continuing internal consultation with specialist planning and 
technical officers.  

 
 Changes in policies over the plan preparation process have resulted in the use of a 
variety of terminologies and approaches within the policies themselves. There is also a 
requirement in the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and Planning Guidance 
for local plans and the policies within to be positively prepared and avoid negative or 
restrictive wording, which creates a presumption against suitable development. Therefore, 
it was considered necessary to review the policies to ensure consistency. The focus of 
this review was to ensure that the plan has a consistent approach to common phrases 
and ensure that policies are positively worded, unless national planning policy or local 
circumstances supported a more restrictive approach. 
 
The key terminology changes were: 
 

 “Permission”, “refusal”, “supported”, “allowed”, and “dismissed”  were replaced  
by “acceptable” or variation of acceptable e.g. only acceptable, not acceptable 
unless. 
 

 “Applications”, “proposals”, “permissions”, “development”, “schemes” were 
replaced by “Development Proposals” 
 

 “Proposals Map” replaced by “Policies Map” 
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To ensure a positive approach to the wording and application of planning policies, all 
development management policies were edited and structured to have one of three 
approaches: 

 
1. The most common and least restrictive: “Development Proposals will be 

acceptable where:” with criteria used to set out issues and points to address for 
a development proposals to be acceptable. 

2. Slightly more restrictive and less common, to allow for suitable development in 
certain circumstances: “Development Proposals will only be acceptable, 
where/provided that”. 

 

3. The least common and most restrictive policy wording: “Development 
Proposals will not be acceptable”. The majority of policies in the PSP Plan 
which take this approach also contain “unless” or wording setting out when the 
restriction may not apply. 

 
Policies within points 2 and 3 will, in the majority of instances, have wording in the NPPF 
which takes a restrictive approach, setting out refusal in most instances, unless certain 
circumstances apply. Those policies following under points 3 have support in the national 
policy and guidance, or supporting legislation to take a more restrictive and precautionary 
approach to development proposals.  
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PSP Part 1- Development Management Policies 
 
Please note that policy numbers in this table refer to the numbering in the Proposed Submission PSP Plan (March 2015).  A cross reference 
to the updated numbers in the Proposed Submission PSP Plan (June 2016) is set out in a table at the beginning of this document. 
 

Chapter Policy 
Number 

Policy Name Main issue raised (Summer 2015) How representations have been taken into 
account and policies updated  

Responding to Climate 
Change and High Quality 
Design 

PSP1 Local  
Distinctiveness 

1 respondent 
• The policy fails to add to CS1, is 

therefore unnecessary. 
• The policy is negatively worded. 

 

 
The policy has been amended to be more 
positively worded and to enhance clarity.  

Responding to Climate 

Change and High Quality 

Design 

PSP2 Landscape 8 respondents 
• The policy is negatively worded and is 

not sufficiently flexible.  
• The policy doesn’t make any distinction 

between designated and undesignated 
landscape features.  

• Concerns regarding the approach to the 
AONB set out. 
 

 
The policy has been amended to be more 
positively worded and to include greater flexibility. 
The approach to development proposals in the 
AONB has been clarified. 

Responding to Climate 

Change and High Quality 

Design 

PSP3 Trees and Woodland 6 respondents 
• The policy is negatively worded and is 

not sufficiently flexible.  
• Policy should reflect that there may be 

cases where the benefits of a 
development proposal will outweigh the 
damage to or loss of trees. 

• Policy should not advise on weight to be 
attributed – this is a matter for the 
decision taker. 
 

The policy has been amended to improve clarity, 
be more positively worded and to include greater 
flexibility. Reference to the weight attributed to a 
particular element of the policy has been 
removed. 
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Responding to Climate 

Change and High Quality 

Design 

PSP4 Designated Local 
Green Spaces 

16 respondents 
• Procedural concern about separate 

consultation processes and stages for 
policy and sites. 

• Concerns about the number of spaces 
proposed.  

• Request to designate specific spaces. 
• The scope of the policy does not 

address para 74 of the NPPF. 
• Concern about the designation of 

spaces, as the Council cannot 
demonstrate and 5 Year Housing Land 
Supply. 

• Object to the negatively phrasing of the 
policy. 

• The requirement for the provision of 
‘appropriate facilities’ it too vague. 
 

The policy has been amended to improve clarity, 

be more positively worded and to better reflect the 

NPPF.  

For main issues relating to the designation of 

specific spaces, please see section 7 below. 

Responding to Climate 

Change and High Quality 

Design 

PSP5 Undesignated Open 
Spaces within Urban 
Areas and 
Settlements 

5 respondents 
• The policy is negatively worded. 
• Policy has the effect of restricting supply 

of housing and is unjustified while there 
is an outstanding need. 

 

The policy has been amended to improve clarity, 
be more positively worded and to include greater 
flexibility. 

Responding to Climate 

change and High Quality 

Design 

PSP6 Onsite Renewable 
and Low Carbon 
Energy 

9 respondents  
• The policy should be reviewed in light of 

the Housing Standard Review and 
viability evidence. 
 

The policy and supporting text has been amended 
to take account of the Housing Standards Review 
and further viability evidence. 

Managing Future 
Development 

PSP7 Development in the 
Green Belt 

6 respondents 
• Reference should be made to existing 

land fill sites. 
• Green Belt protection should be stronger 
 

The policy has been amended to clarify when 
very special circumstances exist and improve 
overall clarity. 
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Managing Future 

Development 

PSP8 Settlement 
Boundaries 

Policy deleted. This matter will now be 
addressed through the Local Plan Review 

Policy deleted. This matter will now be addressed 
through the Local Plan Review 

Managing Future 

Development 

PSP9 Residential Amenity 2 respondents 
• The policy should be clear in stating that 

residential development doesn’t 
undermine operation of commercial 
uses.  
 

No change due to representations. The policy 
relates specifically to residential amenity, issues 
regarding the potential impact of residential 
development on commercial development are 
addressed through other policies. The policy has 
been amended to improve clarity and be 
positively worded.  

Managing Future 

Development 

PSP10 Health Impact 
Assessments 

6 respondents 
• HIA are unnecessary and the policy is 

not clear as to when a HIA will be 
required. 
 

The policy has been amended to make it clear 
when a HIA will be required.  

Tackling Congestion and 
Improving Accessibility 

PSP11 Active Travel Routes 11 respondents 
• Route specific comments, particularly 

regarding the link to Yate.  
• Confusion regarding the status of Figure 

1 and the link with the policies map. 
 

Figure 1 now replaced, with routes updated on 
the Policies Map. The policy has also been 
amended to enhance clarity and be positively 
worded 
 

Tackling Congestion and 

Improving Accessibility 

PSP12 Development Related 
Transport Impact 
Management 

11 respondents  
• The policy should deal with mobility 

impaired residents. 
• The accessibility standards are 

unreasonable. 
• The wording of criteria does not reflect 

para 32 of the NPPF. 
 

The policy has be amended to address 
accessibility standards more comprehensively.    

Tackling Congestion and 

Improving Accessibility 

PSP13 Motorway Services 
and Roadside 
Facilities 

0 respondents The policy has been amended to enhance clarity 
and be positively worded 

Tackling Congestion and 

Improving Accessibility 

PSP14 Safeguarding 
Strategic Transport 
Schemes and 
Infrastructure  

4 respondents  
• Request for more strategic schemes to 

be identified, in the North Fringe, 
Severnside and Yate. 

Addition policy coverage for the enhancement of 
the MetroBus network via segregation. Other 
schemes are being considered through the new 
Joint Transport Study.  
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Tackling Congestion and 

Improving Accessibility 

PSP15 Safeguarding Rail 
Schemes and 
Infrastructure 

3 respondents  
• Detailed requests for transport schemes. 

No change has been made due to 
representations, the plan does not go into detail 
on the nature of strategic service improvements 
that might be implemented to rail services, but it 
does safeguard the major infrastructure schemes 
that will help to deliver transport improvements. 
The policy has been amended to be positively 
worded.  

Tackling Congestion and 

Improving Accessibility 

PSP16 Park and Ride/Share 2 respondents  
• Detailed requests for transport schemes. 

No change has been made due to 
representations. It is not the role of the PSP Plan 
to go into detail on the nature of service 
improvements that might be implemented to bus 
and rail services, but it does safeguard the major 
infrastructure schemes that will help to deliver 
transport improvements.  The policy has been 
amended to enhance clarity and be positively 
worded 

Tackling Congestion and 

Improving Accessibility 

PSP17 Parking Standards 7 respondents  
• Use of standards is not compatible with 

the updates to the NPPF, in respect of 
the use of parking standards. 

 

The policy wording has been slightly amended to 
enhance clarity and be positively worded. The 
policy does allow for provision that is higher or 
lower than the ‘standard’ it is therefore a very 
useful guide justified by previously engagement 
work undertaken on the car parking SPD.  

Managing the 
Environment and Heritage 

PSP18 Heritage Assets and 
the Historical 
Environment 

7 respondents 
• The final part of the policy seeks to 

apply NPPF para 132 to all heritage 
assets.  Non designated heritage assets 
should be conserved in a manner 
appropriate weight commensurate with 
their significance. 

The policy wording has been amended to add 
clarity and be positively worded. Reference to the 
weight to be attributed has been removed. 

Managing the 

Environment and Heritage 

PSP19 Statutory Wildlife 
Sites: European Sites 
& Sites of Special 
Scientific Interest 
(SSSIs) 

3 respondents 
• The policy is negatively worded. 

It’s considered that the policy approach is 
consistent with the restrictive approach in the 
NPPF and other relevant legislation. Policy has 
been amended to enhance clarity and be 
positively worded. 
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Managing the 

Environment and Heritage 

PSP20 Wider Biodiversity 4 respondents 
• The policy is negatively worded and 

should prescribe precisely what it 
considers to be ‘sites of value for local 
biodiversity’. 

 

The policy has been amended to be more 
positively worded. The list of sites included is 
considered to be adequately specific. 

Managing the 

Environment and Heritage 

PSP21 Flood Risk, Surface 
Water and 
Watercourse 
Management  

2 respondents 
• 1 utility provider suggested policy 

criterion and wording for a range of 
issues relating to water management, 
sewage infrastructure and water quality. 

• 1 respondent considered the policy was 
not positively prepared and should be 
re-worded to provide a positive 
obligation. 

The policy has not been altered to address issues 

of sewage infrastructure provision and 

consultation as not considered necessary for a 

flood risk policy. 

The policy has been amended to be more 
positively worded. Policy and supporting text have 
been redrafted and modified to improve clarity, 
focus on policy outcomes and ensure 
requirements of the NPPF, NPPG and ministerial 
statements relating to flood risk are adequately 
reflected. 

Managing the 

Environment and Heritage 

PSP22 Environmental 
Pollution and Impacts 

3 respondents 
• Policy should contain measures that 

control run off - to add provisions for 
pollution to the ground, groundwater and 
atmosphere to be complete. 

 

Section A of the policy has been amended to 
include a provision that account should be taken 
of measures to avoid pollution of the ground, 
groundwater and atmosphere. The policy has 
been amended to be more positively worded and 
to enhance clarity. 

Managing the 

Environment and Heritage 

PSP23 Unstable Land 2 respondents 
• The policy is negatively worded. 

 

The policy has been amended to be more 
positively worded. 

Managing the 

Environment and Heritage 

PSP24 Mineral Working and 
Restoration 

45 respondents 
• Policy should make clear that although 

provision is made to 2028, this will not 
preclude or prejudice permitting of 
additional reserves from the Preferred 
Areas or Area of Search.  
 

Additional wording has been inserted into the 
supporting text to clarify this point. The policy has 
been amended to be more positively worded and 
to enhance clarity. 
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Managing the 

Environment and Heritage 

PSP25 Mineral Safeguarding 
Areas 

4 respondents 
• The Policy should principally address 

safeguarding of minerals from needless 
sterilisation.  
 

The policy has been updated to reflect the focus 
on the safeguarding of minerals, then to 
investigate opportunities for prior extraction where 
this is not possible. The policy has also been 
amended to be more positively worded and to 
enhance clarity. 
 

Managing the 

Environment and Heritage 

PSP26 Hyrdocarbon 
Extraction (inc. 
Fracking) 

5 respondents 
• A number of detailed points were raised 

around the technical issues associated 
with hydrocarbon extraction.  

• The policy should include consideration 
of the effects on human health and the 
issues associated with atmospheric 
pollution. 
 

Many of the detailed issues raised are covered by 
legislation and guidance which sits outside the 
planning system (e.g. HSE are responsible for 
enforcing legislation on well design and 
construction). Others can be addressed through 
any future planning application process. The 
policy now includes provisions to consider effects 
on human health and issues associated with 
atmospheric pollution. The policy has also been 
amended to be more positively worded and to 
enhance clarity. 
 

Managing Economic 
Prosperity 

PSP27 Enterprise Areas 3 respondents  
• Avonmouth/Severnside EZ should 

include housing.  
• Yate should have an EZ. 
• Policy fails to take into account need for 

public transport, protecting Severn 
Beach Line, Henbury loop and freight 
facility and does not have a regeneration 
policy for Severn Beach. 
 

No changes have arisen as a result of the 

representations. Policy and supporting text have 

been refined and modified to improve clarity and 

focus on policy outcomes. 

 

 

Managing Economic 

Prosperity 

PSP28 B8 Storage and 
Distribution Uses 

2 respondents  
• The policy approach to recognise the 

changes in the nature of demand for B8 
and provide flexibility to enable new and 
expanding business in Yate was 
welcomed. 

Policy has been redrafted to take account of HA 
representation re reference to the strategic road 
network and to improve clarity and be positively 
worded. 
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• The HA requested specific wording in 
relation to the impact on the strategic 
road network. 
 

Managing Economic 

Prosperity 

PSP29 Rural Economy 3 Respondents 
• The policy is negatively worded  
 

Policy updated to be more positively worded and 

to improve clarity. 

 

Managing Economic 

Prosperity 

PSP30 Agricultural 
Development 

1 respondent  
• The policy is negatively worded 
 

Policy updated to be more positively worded and 

to improve clarity. 

Managing Economic 

Prosperity 

PSP31 Horse Related 
Development 

1 respondent 
• The policy should reflect Horse Society 

Guidelines. 

Respondent’s comments did not require changes 

to policy or supporting text. 

Additional criterion included to assist control of 

temporary structures and vehicles, associated 

with horse related development which can harm 

rural landscapes and settings. Policy also 

updated to be more positively worded and to 

improve clarity. 

 

Managing Economic 

Prosperity 

PSP32 Town Centre Uses  20 respondents 

• A number of the allocations and A1 floor 
space approaches considered overly 
optimistic and unlikely to materialise to 
the degree assumed, particularly those 
without any form of permission or 
‘commitment’  

• Number of respondents put forward 
particular requirements supporting and 
objecting to quantum of A1 floor space 
set out for centres across South 
Gloucestershire.  

Policy redrafted to reflect latest deliverable and 

available town centre locations for retail growth. 

This includes further floor space at: 

 Kingswood and Stoke Gifford 

Revised floor space at: 

 Bradley Stoke, Emersons Green, and Yate 

Removed floor space figures due to lack of sites at:  

 Chipping Sodbury, Thornbury and Staple Hill 
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• One respondent made multiple 
submissions regarding lack of detailed 
Town centre and regeneration plans to 
improve individual centres within South 
Gloucestershire. 

Policy and supporting text have been redrafted 

and modified to improve clarity, focus on policy 

outcomes and ensure requirements of NPPF 

relating to Town centres are adequately reflected. 

Policy requirements now also include provision 
relating to design of signage, illumination and 
advertisement. 

Managing Economic 

Prosperity 

PSP33 Local Centres and 
Facilities 

1 respondent 
• The policy should recognise the 

economic benefits of trees and 
woodland. 

No changes have arisen as a result of the 

representations. 

Policy and supporting text have been refined and 
modified to improve clarity and focus on policy 
outcomes. 

Managing Economic 

Prosperity 

PSP34 Shopping Frontages No Respondents Policy and supporting text have been refined and 
modified to improve clarity, focus on policy 
outcomes and be positively worded. 

Managing Economic 

Prosperity 

PSP35 Public Houses No Respondents Policy and supporting text have been refined and 
modified to improve clarity, focus on policy 
outcomes and be positively worded. 

Managing Economic 

Prosperity 

PSP36 Hot Food Takeaways 
(Including drive 
through takeaway 
facilities) 

1 respondent 
• The policy should recognise that hot 

food takeaways are a valid main Town 
centre use 

• The policy is negatively worded. 

The policy has been amended to be more 

positively worded. 

Scope of policy widened to include all food and 

drink uses. 

Policy and supporting text have been refined and 
modified to improve clarity and focus on policy 
outcomes. 

Managing Economic 
Prosperity 

PSP37 Telecommunications 
Infrastructure 

1 respondent 
No main issues raised 

No change required due to representations. 
Policy has been amended to improve clarity and 
be positively worded.  

Providing Community 
Housing and Infrastructure 

PSP38 Internal Space 
Standards for 
Affordable Housing 

See section 5 See section 5  
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Providing Community 

Housing and Infrastructure 

PSP39 Development Within 
Existing Residential 
Curtilages, Including 
Extensions and New 
Dwellings 

No respondents  
 

No change required due to representations. 
Policy has been amended to improve clarity and 
be positively worded. 

Providing Community 

Housing and Infrastructure 

PSP40 Residential 
Conversions, Sub-
Divisions and Houses 
in Multiple 
Occupancy 

1 respondent 
• The policy should be negatively worded, 

due to effect this issue is having on 
particular locations. 

No change required due to representations the 
policy criteria ensure that negative impact is 
avoided.  Policy has been amended to improve 
clarity and be positively worded. 

Providing Community 

Housing and Infrastructure 

PSP41 Residential 
Development in the 
Countryside 

10 Respondents 
• The policy is negatively worded and 

therefore inconsistent with national 
policy 

• Policy in combination with PSP8 limits 
potential residential development 

• Lack of affordable housing policy for 
rural areas 

The policy has been amended to be more 

positively worded, setting out a clear criteria basis 

for determining acceptable residential 

development in the countryside. 

PSP8 is not included in the 2016 Proposed 

Submission Version PSP Plan. 

Approach to affordable housing across the district 

and rural areas is set out in Core Strategy policies 

CS18 and CS19. 

 

Providing Community 

Housing and Infrastructure 

PSP42 Rural Workers 
Dwellings 

1 Respondent  
• Lack of affordable housing policy for 

rural areas 

No change due to representations - Approach to 

affordable housing across the district and rural 

areas is set out in Core Strategy policies CS18 

and CS19. 

Minor changes to enhance clarity and ensure 

positively worded. 

 

Providing Community 

Housing and Infrastructure 

PSP43 Custom Build 
Dwellings 

10 respondents 
• The Council cannot demonstrate a 

demand for SB housing and potentially 

The policy has been redrafted to take account of 
emerging legislation, guidance and practice. 
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impacts on viability of development sites 
if / where required. 

Providing Community 

Housing and Infrastructure 

PSP44 Private Amenity 
Standards 

8 respondents  
• The policy is unnecessary, unclear and 

too blunt to take account of local 
context. 

The policy has been redrafted to clarify how it will 
be applied. 

Providing Community 

Housing and Infrastructure 

PSP45 Gypsy/Traveller 
Residential 
Accommodation 

Policy deleted this matter will now be 
addressed through the Local Plan Review 

Policy deleted this matter will now  be addressed 
through the Local Plan Review 

Providing Community 

Housing and Infrastructure 

PSP46 Allocated 
Gypsy/Traveller 
Residential 
Accommodation 

Policy deleted, this matter will now be 
addressed through the Local Plan Review 

Policy deleted, this matter will now be addressed 
through the Local Plan Review 

Providing Community 

Housing and Infrastructure 

PSP47 Provision for 
Travelling 
Showpeople 

Policy deleted this matter will now be 
addressed through the Local Plan Review 

Policy deleted, this matter will now be addressed 
through the Local Plan Review.  

Providing Community 

Housing and Infrastructure 

PSP48 Outdoor Sport and 
Recreation Outside 
Settlement 
Boundaries 

2 respondents 
• Support for the policy. Sport England’s 

general comment about protection policy 
considered against this policy. 
 

Additional policy wording now incorporated on the 
protection of open space, sport and recreation 
land and buildings.  

Providing Community 

Housing and Infrastructure 

PSP49 Burial Facilities, 
including Crematoria 

0 respondents No change required due to representations.  

Providing Community 

Housing and Infrastructure 

PSP50 Oldbury New Nuclear 
Build (NNB) 

4 respondents 
• The policy is premature.  

The promoters of the site,(Horizon) are expected 
to bring forward development proposals within the 
Core Strategy/PSP Plan period (up to 2027) and it 
is therefore considered important that the Council 
has a policy framework within which it seeks to 
actively and positively influence and respond to 
emerging development proposals for Oldbury 
NNB. No change in respect of the objection has 
been made. A reference to a pre engagement 
position statement has been added to the policy. 
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PSP Part 2 – Site Allocations 
 

Policy 
Number 

Policy Name No. 
Respondents 

Main issue raised 

PSP51 Rural Settlement 

Boundaries 

 Policy deleted. This matter will now be addressed through the Local Plan Review 

PSP52 Housing Development 

Opportunity at 

Rangeworthy 

 Policy deleted. This matter will now be addressed through the Local Plan Review 

PSP53 Site Allocations and 
Safeguarding 

22 The main issues mostly relate to the allocation of additional housing sites. These are now a 
matter that will be addressed through the new Local Plan. 
Request for the allocation of an access route within the North Yate New Neighbourhood area, 
which has a planning permission. It is not appropriate to allocate this in the context of adopted 
policy for that area. Reference to the A38 Combination Ground Underpass has been moved to 
PSP 14.  
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6.2 Summary of main issues raised in relation to rural housing and settlement 
boundaries 
 
Due to a Council decision not to include additional housing allocations in the PSP Plan, main 
issues relating to this matter are not addressed within this report. Housing allocations and 
settlement boundaries will now be addressed through the Joint Spatial Plan and New Local 
Plan.  
 
6.3 Summary of main issues raised in relation to accommodation for Gypsy/Traveller 
and Travelling Showpeople 
 
Due to a Council decision not to include policies and allocations for Gypsy/Traveller and 
Travelling Showpeople in the PSP Plan main issues relating to this matter are not addressed 
within this report. Policies for Gypsy/Traveller and Travelling Showpeople accommodation 
will now be addressed through the New Local Plan. 
 
6.4 Summary of main issues raised in relation to the sustainability appraisal  
 
2 responses were received in relation to the sustainability appraisal.  
 
One considered that the SA should be  revisited  to  evaluate  all  reasonable  options  once  
the  West  of  England SHMA  has been completed and that  the  SA  should  then  examine  
the  options  and  different  development  strategies available  to  deliver  the  full  OAN  
figure  as  well as the adopted  Core  Strategy  housing requirement. 
 
A separate respondent was primarily concerned with the failure of the SA to acknowledge 
objective 2 (supporting communities that meet peoples need) and 3 (a diverse and thriving 
economy that meets people needs), when appraising PSP 8 and the options for PSP8. The 
same objector also disagrees with the preferred option for the rural housing review, set out 
at paragraph 5.15 to select villages for settlement boundary review through community 
agreement. 
 
The housing policies referred to in the objections to the SA no longer form part of the PSP 
Plan. They are therefore also no longer appraised in the SA framework. A SA of the new 
Local Plan will consider the revised housing requirements for South Gloucestershire, which 
is being established at a West of England level through the Joint Spatial Plan (JSP). 
 
6.5 Summary of main issues raised in relation to other areas of the plan 
 
There were no main Issues raised in relation to Community Aspirations or the Heritage at 
Risk Register. In response to detailed representations the Community Aspirations for 
Thornbury were updated and the Heritage at Risk Register was updated to reflect the most 
recent national position. In June 2016 the Council decided to remove the list of Community 
Aspirations from the appendix of the Plan and present them in Appendix 28 of this report, to 
reflect the information provided as part of the preparation of the Plan. Main Issues raised in 
relation to Town Centres and Site Allocations and Safeguarding is addressed in the table 
above under PSP32 and PSP53 respectively. 
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7.0 Summary of main issues arising from Regulation 18 consultations: summer 2015 
(LGSD only) and Winter 2015/16  

 
7.1 Local Green Space Designation  
 
A total of 585 representations were received on the list of Local Green Spaces as a 
result of the Reg 18 consultation in summer 2015. These included representations from 
Parish and Town Councils and unparished areas, who had made the original 
nominations for spaces; individuals and landowners (excluding the targeted landowner 
consultation undertaken in Summer and Winter 2015), see below for landowner main 
issues; statutory stakeholders; neighbouring authorities; developers; and agents. 
 
The Main Issues raised in relation to Local Green Space Designation are as follows; 
 

 supportive statements for nominated spaces;  

 objections to nominated spaces; 

 notification of errors in mapping; 

 additional spaces for consideration; 

 landowner ownership confirmation;  

 the withdrawal of a nominated space by the Parish/Town Council or unparished 
area; and 

 additional justification for the designation of spaces and map corrections from 
nominators of spaces, e.g. Parish Councils.   
 

The objections to nominated spaces can be summarised as: 

 spaces being contrary to national policy (blanket designation for example);  

 spaces being contrary to local criteria (as detailed in the LGS Guidance note); 

 insufficient justification as to why the space was important; 

 nominated space is in private ownership with no public access; and 

 space does not take account of current planning permission. 
 

In addition the following comments and observations were made: 
 

 justification was provided as to the beauty, historic, recreational, tranquil or 
wildlife value the space provides to the local community (individual 
representations); and 

 no objections were raised so long as health and safety measures on the space 
were followed. 

 
The Main Issues raised in relation to Local Green Space Designation during summer 
2015 and Winter 2015/2016 by landowners are as follows; 
 

 spaces contrary to national policy (blanket designation/planning permission on 
the space for example);  

 spaces contrary to local criteria (as detailed in the LGS Guidance note). 
Essentially disagreeing with nominators on the local significance of the space for 
its beauty, historic, recreational value etc.; 

 insufficient justification as to why the space was important, i.e. no evidence 
provided, no surveys to support reasoning; 

 long term development potential on space; 

 flexibility for land use in the future needed; 

 mapped spaces confirmed; 

 space mapped incorrectly in error; and 

 land ownership confirmations. 
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In addition the following points were made: 

 land ownership details were confirmed 

 additional support for nominated spaces 
 
Response to Main Issues  
 
All responses to the Local Green Space consultation were considered. Factual changes and 

changes to boundaries of nominated spaces were made where necessary.  The Council 

then assessed all nominated spaces against the national and local guidance based on 

evidence and consultation responses submitted through the plan preparation and came to a 

conclusion as to the suitability of each site for designation as a Local Green Space. This 

assessment has been concluded in the context of the Council’s 5 year housing land supply 

position and therefore those spaces which are being promoted for alternative residential or 

other uses, by landowners or through a submitted call for sites, have not been designated 

through the PSP Plan. Spaces not recommended at this time will be reassessed through the 

New Local Plan.  

 
7.2 Proposed Methodology for Addressing the 5 Year Housing Land Supply Shortfall  
 
Due to a Council decision not to include additional housing allocations in the PSP, main 
issues relating to this matter will now be addressed through the Joint Spatial Plan and Local 
Plan Review. 

 
7.3 Call for Sites 
  
Submissions made to the Regulation 18 Consultation Call for Sites 2014 plus any sites 
submitted through subsequent PSP Call for Sites will be considered through the Joint Spatial 
Plan and New Local Plan. Main Issues raised in relation to the sites submitted will also be 
addressed through the Joint Spatial Plan and New Local Plan. Sites submitted as part of this 
consultation will be made available. 
 
 
7.4 Policy PSP38 (Internal Space Standards for Affordable Housing) 
 
Six responses were received in relation to PSP38. The key issues concerned NPPG (para 

20) that requires Councils to demonstrate a ‘need’ for, and consider impact on viability of, 

applying the new Nationally Described Space Standards. The comments are summarised 

and Council response provided at Appendix 27 of this document. No amendment to the 

policy was made.  
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Appendix 1: Advanced warning of PSP to Council members 
 

Wed 29/04/2015 16:31 

Planning LDF PlanningLDF@southglos.gov.uk 

Advance warning of (1) Consultation on the Proposed Submission Version of the Policies, 

Sites and Places Plan and (2) Local Green Spaces 

Town & Parish Clerks Town&ParishClerks@southglos.gov.uk 

 

Dear Clerk, 

1. Advance Warning of Formal Public Consultation on the Proposed Submission 

version of the Policies, Sites and Places Plan (PSP Plan) [Regulation 19 of the Town and 

Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012].  

We are writing to you to provide your Council with advance warning that the period of formal 

public consultation on the Proposed Submission version of the Policies, Sites and Places 

Plan (PSP Plan) is anticipated to commence in mid May 2015. In accordance with statutory 

regulations this will be for a period of 6 weeks. All representations/comments made during 

this formal public consultation will be forwarded on to the independent Inspector appointed to 

examine the Plan and consider whether it can be found sound.  

Suggested Action 

Please ensure your new parish councillors have the consideration of this Plan on their 

meeting agenda for June. Comments should be provided back to South Gloucestershire 

Council before the formal consultation period ends.  If comments are not made or are 

received late, your Parish will not have the opportunity for its issues to be considered by the 

Inspector appointed to examine the Plan.  

Please note this formal consultation will not cover site-specific Local Green Spaces for your 

area, which are to be identified in Appendix 2 of the PSP Plan – see item 2 below. If your 

Parish put forward local green space nominations then please read the following below.  

2. Advance Warning of a Consultation on the nominated Local Green Spaces (LGS) in 

your area for inclusion in the PSP Plan  [Regulation 18 of the Town and Country Planning 

(Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012].  

At the end of May/ early June your council will also receive: 

 a separate consultation for a period of six weeks on specific Local Green 
Spaces nominated within to your area at the end of February 2015; and  

 an invitation to attend a meeting with council officers to assist parish and town 
councils to respond to this consultation. This is likely to take place in early – mid 
June. 
 

Comments and information received during this consultation will be considered and taken 

into account by the Council when finalising the list of LGS for designation and inclusion in 

Appendix 2 of the Proposed Submission PSP Plan. Each space will need to be accompanied 

with a map in order to be included in the Proposed Submission Policies Map Changes 

Document. Only spaces which are consistent with the national and local guidance can be 

designated, therefore the purpose of the meeting will be to provide an opportunity to clarify 

any outstanding points.  

mailto:PlanningLDF@southglos.gov.uk
mailto:Town&ParishClerks@southglos.gov.uk
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A further formal period of public consultation [Regulation 19] will then take place on the final 

list of Local Green Spaces to be contained in Appendix 2 and displayed on the proposed 

Policies Map. It is anticipated that this will take place in Autumn 2015. All representations 

/comments made during this subsequent formal public consultation specifically on the LGS 

will be forwarded on to the Inspector appointed to examine the Plan.  

Suggested Action 

In response to this advance warning on the forthcoming LGS consultation, we would suggest 

that the LGS informal consultation is included as an agenda item on a future Council 

Meeting for June, so that your council is able to respond during the consultation period.  

We would also suggest you make sure your Council is made aware of the opportunity to 

meet with South Gloucestershire Officers to review your LGS and that you respond to the 

request to meet.  

If you have any questions about this email please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Kind Regards, 

Strategic Planning Policy and Specialist Advice Team 
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Appendix 2: Email/letter notification of Regulation 19 consultation 
 

 

Dear Sir/Madam 

Publication of the South Gloucestershire Local Plan, Proposed Submission: Policies, Sites and 
Places Plan - Regulation 19 Consultation 

  

You are invited to make representations on the Proposed Submission: Policies, Sites and Places 
Plan. 

 

The Policies, Sites and Places Plan (PSP Plan) is the final document in completing the up to date 
Local Plan for South Gloucestershire. 

 

The Council is now publishing its proposed submission version of the PSP Plan for a period of 
statutory, formal consultation in accordance with Regulations 19, 20 and 35 of the Town and 
Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012. In addition to the PSP Plan, a 
document setting out the changes to the Policies Map will also be published and the Main Issues 
Statement which explains how the Council has sought participation from communities and 
stakeholders during the preparation of the Plan and the Council’s response to any issues raised. 

This is the final stage for making representations before the PSP Plan is submitted for independent 
examination by a government appointed Planning Inspector. 

  

Sustainability Appraisal and Habitat Regulations Assessment 

The PSP Plan has also been subject to a Sustainability Appraisal and supporting Habitat Regulations 
Assessment and these documents can be viewed on the Council's website at 
www.southglos.gov.uk/PSPpublication. 

Other documents which have been prepared that support the Plan can also be viewed on 
the Council's website at www.southglos.gov.uk/PSPpublication. 

  

How to make representations 

Representations are invited on the Plan for a 6 week period from 22 May 2015 until close of 
business on 3 July 2015. 

You are invited to make representations on whether the Plan has been prepared in accordance with 
legal requirements and whether it is ‘sound’.   

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) sets out the 4 Tests of Soundness against which the 
PSP Plan (a development plan document) will be assessed by the Planning Inspectorate. A sound 
document will be: 

1. Positively prepared – the plan should be prepared based on a strategy which seeks to meet 
objectively assessed development and infrastructure requirements, including unmet 
requirements from neighbouring authorities where it is reasonable to do so and consistent 
with achieving sustainable development; 

2. Justified – the plan should be the most appropriate strategy, when considered against the 
reasonable alternatives, based on proportionate evidence; 

3. Effective – the plan should be deliverable over its period and based on effective joint 
working on cross-boundary strategic priorities; and 

4. Consistent with national policy – the plan should enable the delivery of sustainable 
development in accordance with the policies in the National Planning Policy Framework 
(NPPF). 

  

  

http://www.southglos.gov.uk/PSPpublication.
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/PSPpublication.


South Gloucestershire Local Plan: Policies, Sites and Places Plan 
Report of Engagement and Main Issues - March 2015-May 2016 

 

31 
 

 

The Council's preference is that representations be made online, using the Council’s internet based 
consultation system: www.southglos.gov.uk/PSPpublication 

If this is not possible, responses should be sent, using the response form provided, to the following: 

 By e-mail: PlanningLDF@southglos.gov.uk 

 By post: Strategic Planning Policy and Specialist Advice Team, South Gloucestershire 
Council, Environment and Community Services Department, PO Box 299, Civic Centre, High 
Street, Kingswood, Bristol, BS15 0DR. 

A copy of the representation form and guidance note is also available to download at 
www.southglos.gov.uk/PSPpublication  

All representations must be received by no later than close of business on 3 July 2015. 

  

Local Green Spaces (LGS) Designation 

The list of nominated Local Green Spaces (to appear in Appendix 2 of the Plan) will shortly be 
subject to further informal consultation. Formal consultation, in line with Regulation 19 of the 
Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012, on the final list of LGS will 
be conducted later in the year. 

  

Next steps 

Once all representations have been received, the Council will submit its proposed submission 
version of the Plan, changes to the Policies Map, the Sustainability Appraisal and a summary of the 
main issues raised as part of the consultation, for examination by the Secretary of State, in 
accordance with Regulation 22 of the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) 
Regulations 2012. 

Please note that representations made at this stage will be sent to the Planning Inspector and will 
be made public. 

The information collected as part this consultation will also be used by the Council in accordance 
with the data protection principles in the Data Protection Act 1998. The purposes for collecting this 
data are: to assist in plan making; and to contact you, if necessary, regarding the planning 
consultation process. Some of the data may be made public as it will form part of the evidence 
base used to inform the creation of planning policy documents. The above purposes may require 
public disclosure of any data received on the response form, in accordance with the Freedom of 
Information Act 2000. 

If you would like any further information, please contact the Strategic Planning Policy Team at 
PlanningLDF@southglos.gov.uk and on 01454863469. 

Yours faithfully 

  

Patrick Conroy 

Strategic Planning Policy & Specialist Advice Team Manager  
South Gloucestershire Council 

  

http://www.southglos.gov.uk/PSPpublication
mailto:PlanningLDF@southglos.gov.uk
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/PSPpublication
mailto:PlanningLDF@southglos.gov.uk
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Appendix 3: Representation form and guidance note 
 

Representation Form 
 

South Gloucestershire Council Local Plan: Policies, Sites and Places Plan 
 

Regulation 19 of the Town & Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 
2012. 

 
Proposed Submission Policies, Sites and Places (PSP) Plan 

 
The Council is inviting representations on the South Gloucestershire Local Plan Proposed 
Submission Policies, Sites and Places Plan (PSP Plan). These will be considered by the 
examining Inspector in the context of the soundness of the Plan. 
 
Representations are invited on the following documents: 
 

• Proposed Submission Policies, Sites and Places Plan 
• Sustainability Appraisal Report (and Habitat Regulation Assessment Report) 

 
This is a formal statutory stage. The Government’s Planning Inspectorate will appoint an 
independent inspector to review the Plan and hear any objections, plus require 
representations to be made in accordance with the procedures set out on this form. It is 
important that you read the accompanying guidance notes, supplied with this form, as they 
provide an explanation for the terminology in some of the questions. 
 
Making Representations 
 
The Council’s preference is that representations be submitted using the online consultation 
system at www.southglos.gov.uk/PSPpublication  
 
Alternatively, all representations can be made using the representation form below (which, 
alongside the consultation material, is available via the Council’s website at 
www.southglos.gov.uk/policiessitesandplaces) and submitted to the Council using the contact 
details below. All representations must be made in writing. 
 

Email: planningLDF@southglos.gov.uk 
 

Post: Strategic Planning Policy & Specialist Advice Team 
Environment and Community Services Department 
PO Box 299 
Civic Centre 
Bristol 
BS15 0DR 
 

 
If you have any questions regarding this invitation to make representations or would like any 
further information, please contact the Strategic Planning Policy & Specialist Advice Team on 
01454 863469. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.southglos.gov.uk/PSPpublication
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/policiessitesandplaces.
mailto:planningLDF@southglos.gov.uk
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All representations must be received by no later than close of business on Friday 3 July 
2015. 
 
Please note that all representations must complete parts one and two of this form. 
 
PART ONE- YOUR DETAILS 
 
Please be aware that anonymous forms cannot be included and that in order for you to submit 
your form you must include your details below.  
 
The information collected as part this consultation will also be used by the Council in 
accordance with the data protection principles in the Data Protection Act 1998. The 
purposes for collecting this data are: to assist in plan making; and to contact you, if 
necessary, regarding the planning consultation process. Some of the data may be made 
public as it will form part of the evidence base used to inform the creation of planning policy 
documents. The above purposes may require public disclosure of any data received on the 
response form, in accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000. 
 
Should you wish to make more than one representation, please submit a separate form 
for each representation in Part Two below clearly stating which section of the document 
you wish to comment on. (N.B. You only need to complete Part One (Your Details) once) 
 
In circumstances where there are individuals/ groups/ organisations who share a similar view 
as to how the plan should change, it would be helpful if individuals/ groups/ organisations 
make a single representation. It would also be useful if the group/ organisation state how many 
people the submission is representing and how the representation was authorised.  
 
 

Your Details Your Agent’s Details (If applicable) 

Reference No (if known*): Reference No (if known*): 

Title: Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms / Dr / Other: Title: Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms / Dr /  Other: 

Surname: Surname: 

Forename: Forename: 

Organisation / Company: 
 

Organisation / Company: 

Address: 
 
 
 
 
Postcode: 

Address: 
 
 
 
 
Postcode: 

Contact No: Contact No: 

Email: Email: 

 
     *If you have been contacted by post, you will find your reference number at the top of the letter 
under ‘Our Ref’ 
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PART TWO - YOUR REPRESENTATION 
 
Please use a separate form for each representation made and read the Guidance Note that 
accompanies this form before you complete it. 
 

Q1. Which document are you making a representation on? 

 

Policies, Sites and Places Plan 

 Yes
 

 No
 

Sustainability Appraisal (and Habitats Regulations Assessment) 

 Yes
 

 No
 

 

Q2. To which part of the document does this representation relate? 

 Policy  Paragraph  Table  Figure / Map
 

Please specify which Policy, Paragraph, Table or Figure / Map you are referring to: 

 

 

 

Q3a. Do you consider the document is legally compliant? 

 Yes
 

 No
 

 
Q3b. Do you consider the document is sound? 

 Yes
 

 Yes, with  minor changes
 

 
 No

 

 

Q4. If you consider the Policies, Sites and Places Plan is unsound, is it because it is 
not: 

 Positively Prepared?
 

 Justified?
 

 Effective?
 

 Consistent with National Policy?
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Q5. Please give details of why you consider the Policies, Sites and Places Plan is not 
legally compliant or is unsound.  Please be as precise as possible. 
 
If you wish to support the legal compliance or soundness of the Policies, Sites and 
Places Plan, make a representation on the Sustainability Appraisal or Habitat 
Regulation Assessment; please also use this box to set out your representation. 
 

Please note your representation should cover succinctly all the information, evidence and 
supporting information necessary to support/justify the representation and the suggested 
change.  After this stage, further submissions will be only at the request of the Inspector, 
based on the matters and issues he/she identifies for examination. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       Please continue on a separate sheet if 
necessary 

 
 

Q6. Please set out what change(s) you consider necessary to make the Policies, Sites 
and Places Plan legally compliant or sound, having regard to the test you have 
identified at Q4 above where this relates to soundness.  You will need to say why this 
change will make the Policies, Sites and Places Plan legally compliant or sound.  It 
will be helpful if you are able to put forward your suggested revised wording of any 
policy or text.  Please be as precise as possible: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       Please continue on a separate sheet if 
necessary 

 

Q7. If your representation is seeking a change; do you consider it necessary to 
participate at the oral part of the examination? 

 No, I do not wish to participate at the oral examination
 

 Yes, I wish to participate at the oral examination
 

 

Q8. If you wish to participate, please outline why you consider this to be necessary: 
Please note the Inspector will determine the most appropriate procedure to adopt to 
hear those who have indicated that they wish to participate at the oral part of the 
examination. 
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       Please continue on a separate sheet if 

necessary 

Q9. Representations  may  be  accompanied  by  a  request  to  be  notified  at  a  
specific  
address of the following: 

 ☐ the submission of the Plan for independent examination  

 

 ☐ the publication of the recommendations of the independent Inspector  

 

 ☐ the adoption of the Plan  

       Please indicate as appropriate  

 

Signature:   

 Date: 

 

 

 
Thank you for your time to complete and return this representation form. 

Please keep a copy for future reference. 
 
 
 

All representations must be received by no later than close of business on Friday 3 
July 2015. 
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South Gloucestershire Council Local Plan: 
Policies, Sites and Places (Policies, Sites and Places) Plan 2015 

 
Invitation to make representation under Regulations 19 & 20 of the Town & Country 

Planning (Local 
Planning) (England) Regulations 2012 

 
Guidance notes to accompany the Representation Form for the above invitation to 

make representations 
 

These notes are intended to assist you to make representations on the ‘proposed submission’ 
Policies, Sites and Places Plan prior to its submission to the Secretary of State for 
Communities and Local Government.  This is the final representations stage for the Policies, 
Sites and Places Plan before its submission for independent examination by a Planning 
Inspector. This final representation stage provides you with the opportunity to make comments 
before the Policies, Sites and Places Plan is submitted. 
 
The Inspector will consider the representations received alongside the submitted Policies, 
Sites and Places Plan before deciding whether the Plan can be adopted by the Council. 
Representations may be to either support or object on the grounds explained below, and the 
Representation Form provides for support or objection to be expressed. 
 
The purpose of the examination, as detailed in the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 
2004, is to determine whether the Local Plan is ‘legally compliant’ and ‘sound’. Therefore if 
you are making a representation about: 
 

 how the Local Plan was prepared in relation to the ‘Duty to Cooperate’, or legal and 
procedural requirements, this would mean that your concern is whether the Local Plan 
is legally compliant; and, 

 

 if you don’t think that the content of the document is ‘positively prepared’, ‘justified’, 
‘effective’ and ‘consistent with national policy’, then the concern is with the ‘soundness’ 
of the Local Plan. 

 

 
Legal Compliance 
 
You should consider the following before making a representation on legal compliance: 
 

 Is the Local Plan in the current Local Plan Delivery Programme (formerly the Local 
Development Scheme (LDS)) and have the key stages been followed. If the Policies, 
Sites and Places Plan is not in the current Local Plan Delivery Programme it should 
not have been published for representations. 

 

 The process of community involvement for the Local Plan should be in general 
accordance with the Council’s Statement of Community Involvement 
www.southglos.gov.uk/planningsci  

 

 The Local Plan should comply with the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) 
(England) Regulations) 2012.  

 

 Sustainability Appraisal is a tool for appraising policies to ensure they reflect social, 
environmental, and economic factors. The Council is required to provide a 
Sustainability Appraisal Report and Habitat Regulation Assessment Report when 
the Policies, Sites and Places Plan is published. Do you consider that this is deficient 

http://www.southglos.gov.uk/planningsci
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and the Sustainability Appraisal or Habitat Regulation Assessment Report has not 
been undertaken effectively? 

 

 The Local Plan must have regard to the Sustainable Community Strategy (SCS)  
 
 
 
The Duty to Cooperate 

All councils preparing new Local Plans are required to comply with the Duty to Co-operate 
(DtC) to ensure effective planning for strategic matters. The aim of the DtC is to engage 
constructively, actively and on an on–going basis to maximise the effectiveness of Local 
Plan preparation relating to strategic cross boundary matters. 
 
The Council has provided details of the DTC within the Engagement Reports, published in 
support of the Plan. 
          

 
If you consider that the Policies, Sites and Places Plan is not legally compliant, your 
representation should make clear the precise reasons why in relation to the legal and 
procedural requirements set out above. 
 
It is anticipated that the majority of representations will relate to the ‘soundness’ of the Policies, 
Sites and Places Plan. The Council considers that the Policies, Sites and Places Plan it intends 
to submit for examination is sound. The Inspector has to be satisfied that the Local Plan is 
positively prepared, justified, effective and consistent with national policy. 
 

 
Soundness 
 
To be sound a Local Plan should be: 
 
Positively prepared   
This means that the plan should be prepared based on a strategy which seeks to meet 
objectively assessed development and infrastructure requirements, including unmet 
requirements from neighbouring authorities where it is reasonable to do so and consistent 
with achieving sustainable development; 
 
Justified 
This means that the plan should be the most appropriate strategy, when considered against 
the reasonable alternatives, based on proportionate evidence; 
 
Effective 
This means that the plan should be deliverable over its period and based on effective joint 
working on cross-boundary strategic priorities; and 
 
Consistent with national policy 
This means that the plan should enable the delivery of sustainable development in 
accordance with the policies in the National Planning Policy Framework. 
 

 
If you wish to make a representation seeking a change to the Policies, Sites and Places Plan 
you should make clear in what way it is not sound having regard to the four tests set out above. 
You should try to support your representation by evidence showing why the Plan should be 
changed. It will be helpful if you also say precisely how you think it should be changed. 
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Representations should cover succinctly all the information, evidence and supporting 
information necessary to support/ justify the representation and the suggested change. 
 
After this stage, further submissions will be only at the request of the Inspector, based on the 
matters and issues he/she identifies for examination. 
 
 
 

Where there are groups who share a common view on how they wish to see a DPD 
changed, it would be very helpful for that group to send a single representation which 
represents the view, rather than for a large number of individuals to send in separate 
representations which repeat the same points. In such cases the group should 
indicate how many people it is representing and how the representation has been 
authorised. 

 
Further detailed guidance on the preparation, publication and examination of Local Plans is 
provided online in the CLG Plan Making Manual at: 
http://www.pas.gov.uk/pas/core/page.do?pageId=109798. 
 
If you think the content of the Policies, Sites and Places Plan is not sound because it does not 
include a policy where it should do, you should consider the following steps before making 
representations: 
 

 Is the issue with which you are concerned already covered specifically by any national 
planning policy? If so it does not need to be included. 

 

 Is what you are concerned with already covered by any other policies in the Policies, 
Sites and Places Plan or is it dealt with in another Plan, for example the Core Strategy? 

 

 If the policy is not covered elsewhere, in what way is the Policies, Sites and Places 
Plan unsound without the policy? 

 

 If the Policies, Sites and Places Plan is unsound without the policy, what should the 
policy say? 

 
The Examination 
 
You should also use the Representation Form to let the authority know if you want to speak to 
the Inspector at the examination. 
 
The majority of representations will be considered by way of written representations. Written 
representations are an efficient way for the majority of representations to be dealt with and 
they carry equal weight to those heard in person by the Inspector. The nature of the 
examination will depend in part on the extent to which those submitting representations feel 
that it is necessary to explain their representation to the Inspector in person. 
 
If no-one uses their right to speak to the Inspector, the Inspector may choose to carry out the 
whole examination using written representations.  

  

http://www.pas.gov.uk/pas/core/page.do?pageId=109798
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Appendix 4: Briefing note for libraries, One Stop Shops and the 

Council's contact centre 

Internal briefing note for Library and One Stop Shop Staff – May 2015 

 
PUBLIC CONSULTATION: 

POLICIES, SITES AND PLACES PLAN (PSP PLAN) 
 

To:   

 All Library and One Stop Shop staff 
CC: 

 All Customer Services staff 

 All Contact Centre staff 
 
 
Dear colleagues 
 
This briefing note is being disseminated to all South Gloucestershire Library and One Stop Shop staff 
who may receive queries relating to the Policies, Sites and Places (PSP) Plan. 
 
The Policies, Sites and Places Plan, once adopted, will sit alongside the Core Strategy and form part 
of the Development Plan for South Gloucestershire and will guide future planning decisions in the 
district.  
 
Following the decision of full Council earlier this year; formal, statutory consultation is now underway 
on the proposed submission version of the PSP Plan (and supporting documents) and runs until the 
close of business on 3 July 2015. Full details of this consultation can be found at 
www.southglos.gov.uk/PSPpublication.  
 
Once all representations have been received, the Council will submit its proposed submission version 
of the Plan, with any changes to the Policies Map, the Sustainability Appraisal and a summary of the 
main issues raised as part of the consultation, for examination by the Secretary of State. 
  
Please note that representations made at this stage will be sent to the Planning Inspector and will be 
made public. 
 
Customers have been advised that hard copies of the PSP Plan, Changes to the Policies Map 
document, Sustainability Appraisal, and Main Issues Statement are available for inspection at the 
Council’s One-Stop Shops and Libraries – these will be delivered to you through the internal post.  
 
The consultation period runs from 22 May 2015 to the close of business on 3 July 2015.  
 
The Council’s preference is that representations are made online, but can also be submitted by email 
or post to the addresses below: 
 

 Email: PlanningLDF@southglos.gov.uk  

 Post: Strategic Planning Policy and Specialist Advice Team, South Gloucestershire Council, 
Environment and Community Services Department, PO Box 299, Civic Centre, High Street, 
Kingswood, Bristol, BS15 0DR 
 

Further information on how to make comments is available at www.southglos.gov.uk/PSPpublication. 
 
If you have any questions please contact a member of the Strategic Planning Policy & Specialist 
Advice Team on 01454 863469 or by email to planningLDF@southglos.gov.uk.  
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
Rob Levenston 
Strategic Planning Policy & Specialist Advice Team 

http://www.southglos.gov.uk/PSPpublication
mailto:PlanningLDF@southglos.gov.uk
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/PSPpublication
mailto:planningLDF@southglos.gov.uk
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Appendix 5: Newspaper advert 

 
 

 
 

 



South Gloucestershire Local Plan: Policies, Sites and Places Plan 
Report of Engagement and Main Issues - March 2015-May 2016 

 

42 
 

Appendix 6: Errata note 
Dear Sir/Madam 

Errata notes - South Gloucestershire Local Plan, Proposed Submission: Policies, Sites and Places 
Plan - Regulation 19 Consultation 

  

Policy PSP38 - Errata note 

  

It has come to our attention that some text has been omitted from the PDF and hard copy versions 
of the published South Gloucestershire Local Plan Proposed Submission Policies, Sites and Places 
Plan. The text was included in the online consultation version of the PSP Plan. The omitted text 
relates to Policy PSP 38 and the supporting text. 

  

The omitted text is highlighted below as underlined text. The policy should read: 

POLICY PSP38 – INTERNAL SPACE STANDARDS FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

Affordable Housing provided in accordance with Policies CS18 & 19 of the Core Strategy 
(as adopted) shall be consistent with the nationally described (minimum internal) space 
standards and a percentage shall also accord with wheelchair standard – M4(3). 

  

The supporting text should read: 

  

8.2       The Government intends to introduce nationally prescribed space standards for housing that 
local authorities may choose to adopt through local plans. These minimum internal space standards 
have been introduced in the CLG Ministerial Statement 27th March 2015. 

8.3       The proposed space standards are broadly similar to space standards previously required for 
Affordable Housing in South Gloucestershire and by the Homes & Communities Agency. The current 
evidence (the 2009 Strategic Housing Market Assessment) demonstrates a need for 5% of Affordable 
Housing to be provided in accordance with the wheelchair standard- M4 (3). The percentage 
requested will reflect the latest evidence available. 

  

Delivery 

8.4       This policy will be delivered through development management. 

  

Call for Sites - Errata note - Tormarton 

The plan for Tormarton (Map 40) has been amended to accurately reflect the submission of the land 
owner of a site off Old Hundred Lane. 

  

These errata notes have been added to PSP Plan webpage 
(www.southglos.gov.uk/PSPpublication). 

If you would like any further information, please contact the Strategic Planning Policy Team at 
PlanningLDF@southglos.gov.uk and on 01454863469. 

Yours faithfully 

  

Patrick Conroy 

Strategic Planning Policy & Specialist Advice Team Manager  
South Gloucestershire Council 

  

http://www.southglos.gov.uk/PSPpublication
mailto:PlanningLDF@southglos.gov.uk
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Appendix 7: Notification of ward member engagement June 2015 
 
From: Planning LDF  
Sent: 09 June 2015 14:19 
To: Councillors - All Councillors; Peter Daly; Greg Lowis; Simon Schofield 
Subject: South Gloucestershire Policies Sites and Places Plan: Local Green Spaces - 
Briefing Note and advance warning of meeting and informal public consultation 
 
Dear Councillor, 
 
The purpose of this email is to provide: 
 
• each Ward Members with a copy of the Local Green Spaces (LGS) Briefing Note; 
•        advance warning of meetings to be held with Parish and Town Councils and officers of     
         the Strategic Planning Policy and Specialist Advice Team to discuss the nominated  
         LGS;  
•  advance warning of engagement with Ward Members in the unparished areas; and 
•        advance warning of informal public consultation on LGS commencing in mid June 
2015. 
 
The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) introduced a new designation of Local 
Green Space (LGS) in March 2012. Local Green Space designation provides special 
protection against development for green areas of particular importance to local 
communities.  
 
The South Gloucestershire Proposed Submission Policies, Sites and Places Plan (PSP 
Plan) includes Policy PSP4: Designated Local Green Spaces. This policy restricts 
inappropriate development on land designated as a Local Green Space. Individual LGS will 
be identified in Appendix 2 of the Submitted Plan and on the Submitted version of the 
Policies Map. This policy can be accessed from the following link: 
www.southglos.gov.uk/PSPpublication 
 
Local Green Space Designation Member Briefing Note 
To update all members, including those who are newly elected, we have prepared the 
attached Member Briefing Note (June 2015), which provides guidance on LGS designation 
and forthcoming public consultation.   
 
Informal Public Consultation on LGS: mid-June 2015 
It is anticipated that the current list of nominated Local Green Spaces, which have been 
submitted to the council, will subject to informal consultation, commencing in mid-June 2015 
for a period of 6 weeks.  
 
You will receive a further email at the start of the informal consultation which will provide a 
link to the details of the individual LGS, response forms and guidance note. 
 
A further formal period of public consultation on the final list of LGS will follow later in the 
year (see Briefing Note for further information). 
 
Meetings with Parish/Town Councils 
Officers of the Strategic Planning Policy and Specialist Advice Team (SPP&SA) will be 
inviting Parish and Town Council representatives to attend a meeting to discuss the LGS 
which have been nominated in their areas. This is in order to provide an opportunity to 
review the consultation material, to ensure that these spaces comply with national and local 
guidance that spaces can be appropriately justified and have been mapped accurately. This 
is to ensure that appropriate spaces can be recommended to the Council for inclusion in the 
PSP Plan.  
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Members are invited to attend meetings with Parish/Town Council representatives.  You will 
shortly receive a copy of the email to the Parish and Town Councils, which will provide 
details of the dates and times of the meetings. We would be grateful if you would liaise with 
the appropriate Parish/Town Council to arrange a mutually convenient date and time for the 
meeting. 
 
Please note:  
 
 No further LGS submissions will be accepted as a result of this round of informal 
consultation (please see Briefing Note for further information); 
 
We will not be holding meetings with representatives of the following parishes, as no LGS 
have been submitted for these areas: 
 
  Badminton;  
 Cold Ashton;  
 Hill;  
 Little Sodbury; and 
 Tortworth; 
 
The Unparished Areas 
 
Separate meetings will be arrange for Ward Members in the unparished areas and you will 
be advised of these dates via a separate email. 
 
 
Newly elected Members should be aware that there are likely to be nominated Local Green 
Spaces in their Ward and that this issue is likely to generate public interest and questions. 
The Strategic Planning Policy and Specialist Advice Team, the PSP Plan Member Working 
Group and the Assistants will be pleased to assist newly elected Members should they 
require any further assistance and information about the LGS process. 
 
If you have any queries about this email please do not hesitate to contact us by email or 
telephone: 01454 863464.  
 
Kind Regards, 
  
Strategic Planning Policy and Specialist Advice Team, 
Environment and Community Services Directorate, 
South Gloucestershire Council, 
PO Box 299, High Street, Kingswood, Bristol, BS15 0DR 
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Appendix 8: Notification of LGS consultation summer 2015 
 
Date: 18 June 2015 
 
Our Ref: 
 
Enquiries to: Strategic Planning Policy Team 
Internet: planningLDF@southglos.gov.uk 
 
Telephone: 01454 863464 
 
Fax: 01454 863116 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
South Gloucestershire Policies Sites and Places Plan (PSP Plan): Local Green 
Space Designation 
 
In 2012, the National Planning Policy Framework introduced a new designation – 
Local Green Space (LGS). The Local Green Space designation is a way to provide 
special protection against development for green areas of particular importance to 
local communities. Local Green Spaces can be designated either in a Local Plan or 
in a Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
Local Green Space Designation 
 
The South Gloucestershire Local Plan: Proposed Submission Policies, Sites and 
Places Plan (PSP Plan) is currently out for consultation and includes Policy PSP4: 
Designated Local Green Spaces. This policy restricts inappropriate development on 
land designated as a Local Green Space. 
 
Individual Local Green Spaces will be identified in Appendix 2 of the PSP Plan and 
their extent will be defined on the Policies Map. The PSP Plan can be accessed from 
www.southglos.gov.uk/PSPpublication. 
 
Process so far 
 
Spaces have been nominated through a number of opportunities during the 
preparation of the PSP Plan. Firstly, during the preparation of the PSP Plan in 
September 2013 through targeted consultation with Town/Parish Councils & elected 
Members; secondly, through public consultation during Summer 2014, and finally 
through follow-up engagement with Town/Parish Councils & elected Members from 
October 2014 – February 2015. 
 
Public consultation 
 
The Council is now inviting comments on the list of spaces nominated for 
designation as Local Green Space in accordance with Regulation 18 of the Town 
and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012. 
 
This consultation period will run for a 6 week period between 18 June and 30 July 
2015. 
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This informal consultation provides current details of the nominated spaces, their 
suitability for designation and provides details of the justification submitted to support 
the designation. No formal Council decision has been made regarding the nominated 
spaces. This consultation provides the opportunity to review the mapping and 
evidence that has been provided to date. It also provides land owners with the 
opportunity to comment on proposed nominations which affect their land. 
 
There are around 560 spaces nominated for designation, around 500 of which have 
been provided with a map. No further additional spaces can be accepted at this 
stage. 
 
Consultation documents 
 
The following comprise the consultation documents. These can be viewed at 
www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15 
 
• Local Green Space Updated Guidance Note – June 2015 
• List of nominated Local Green Spaces 
• Explanation of the list of nominated Local Green Spaces 
• Mapped, nominated Local Green Spaces (by area) 
• Response Form 
 
How to respond 
 
Comments should be made using the response form available online 
(www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15) and should be submitted to the Council (at the 
addresses provided below) by close of business on 30 July 2015. 
 
• By e-mail: PlanningLDF@southglos.gov.uk 
• By post: Strategic Planning Policy and Specialist Advice Team, South 
Gloucestershire Council, Environment and Community Services Department, PO 
Box 299, Civic Centre, High Street, Kingswood, Bristol, BS15 0DR. 
 
Please note - all comments made about individual Local Green Spaces should 
clearly reference the Green Space code provided in both the List of nominated Local 
Green Spaces and the map booklets. 
 
Viewing documents 
 
The consultation documents are available to view online, using the link: 
www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15, at South Gloucestershire Libraries (please refer to 
www.southglos.gov.uk/libraries for locations and opening times). 
 
The consultation documents are also available to view online from 8.45am - 5pm 
Mondays to Wednesdays and 8.45am - 4.30pm Thursdays and Fridays, at the 
Council’s One-Stop Shops: 
 
• Thornbury Library, St Mary Street, Thornbury, BS35 2AA 
• Yate, Kennedy Way, BS37 4DQ (access via West Walk) 
• Kingswood Civic Centre, High Street, Kingswood, BS15 9TR 
• Patchway Hub, Rodway Road, Patchway, BS34 5PE 
Next steps 
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Following the completion of this informal consultation the responses will be 
appraised by officers, and the list of spaces for designation finalised and agreed by 
the Council. The final list of spaces, which will form part of the proposed submission 
PSP Plan, will be subject to a formal public consultation – this is anticipated to be in 
September / October 2015. Following this period, the list of LGS will be included in 
the PSP Plan and will be subject to examination by an independent Inspector 
appointed by the Secretary of State. 
 
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact us by email: 
PlanningLDF@southglos.gov.uk or by telephone: 01454 863464. 
 
Data protection 
 
The information collected as part this consultation will also be used by the Council in 
accordance with the data protection principles in the Data Protection Act 1998. The 
purposes for collecting this data are: to assist in plan making; and to contact you, if 
necessary, regarding the planning consultation process. Some of the data may be 
made public as it will form part of the evidence base used to inform the creation of 
planning policy documents. The above purposes may require public disclosure of 
any data received on the response form, in accordance with the Freedom of 
Information Act 2000. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Strategic Planning Policy and Specialist Advice Team 
South Gloucestershire Council 
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Appendix 9: Press notice 
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Appendix 10: LGS response form 

Local Green Space Consultation – June 2015 Response Form 

 

Your name / organisation: 

 

 

Address and contact details (please include phone number & email address): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In order to be able to proceed with the protection of the green spaces that have been put 

forward for designation as Local Green Spaces we must have for each space: 

 details of the ownership of the land (if at all possible) 

 a map of the boundaries  

 an explanation of how it meets the criteria for designation and  

 specific justification for why it is demonstrably special to the local community  
 

Therefore please first check the List of Nominated Local Green Spaces and maps 
which can be viewed at: www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15  which identifies where further 
information on any of the above is still needed and then provide us with the 
additional information where necessary using this form:   

 

PLEASE USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH GREEN SPACE 

 

Name and code of nominated space:  

Please clearly reference the individual Local Green Space’s code provided in both 
the List of nominated Local Green Spaces and the maps, available form 
www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15  

 

 

 

 

A) Ownership of Local Green Space  
 

Please indicate if you or your organisation are the landowner: 

http://www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15
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If you are not the landowner can you provide their name and contact details? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Is the land owner aware of the proposal to designate their land?  

 

  

 

 

 

 

(If you are not the landowner please now continue to Section B) 

 

If you are the landowner, are you in support of or objecting to the proposals to designate this 

land? 

 

 

If you are objecting to the proposals to designate your land, what are your reasons? (please 

refer to criteria in sections C and D below in particular) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B) Map of proposed Local Green Space 
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PLEASE PROVIDE A MAP WHICH SHOWS THE BOUNDARIES OF THE PROPOSED LOCAL 

GREEN SPACE  

If not previously provided. Please see List of Nominated Local Green Spaces and Mapped, 

nominated Local Green Spaces to check if this is required. www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15   

 

 

IF YOU ARE THE LANDOWNER PLEASE PROVIDE A MAP OF YOUR OWNERSHIP   

This is particularly important if this differs from the area proposed for designation e.g. if you own 

only part of the proposed Local Green Space, see the Mapped, nominated Local Green Spaces: 

www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15 

 

C) Does the space meet the national criteria for designation as a Local Green Space? 
 

Please provide a response to each of the following 5 criteria - where information has not 

already been provided or is incorrect in the List of nominated Local Green Spaces. (Table 1 

of the Local Green Space Designation Updated Guidance Note (June 2015) 

www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15  provides further details of the criteria and guidance on what 

sort of information you may wish to submit):  

 

1. Is the proposed space subject to a planning permission for development? (See Criteria 1 

in the guidance note) 

 

 

 

 

2. Is the proposed space the subject of an allocation, or proposal to allocate, for 

development in the Local Plan? (See Criteria 2 in the guidance note) 

 

 

 

 

3. Is the proposed space an extensive tract of land and is it local in character? (See Criteria 

3 in the guidance note) 

 

 

 

 

4. Is the space within close proximity to the community it serves? (See Criteria 4 in the 

guidance note) 

 

http://www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15
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5. Is the specific space demonstrably special to the local community? e.g. not a blanket 

designation (see Criteria 5 in the guidance note)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

D) Why is the space of particular local significance? 
 

Please use the following response box to provide specific evidence as to how at least one of 

the following criteria is relevant: 

 

Please state which criterion, 6-11, are relevant to the nominated space. Table 2 of the Local 

Green Space Designation Updated Guidance Note (June 2015) 

www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15 provides further details on the criteria and guidance on what 

sort of information you may wish to submit to justify how the space is of particular local 

significance and demonstrably special to the community that use it: 

 

6.  The proposed space is of particular local significance because of its beauty 

7.  The proposed space is of particular local significance because of its historic significance 

8.  The proposed space is of particular local significance because of its recreational value 

9.  The proposed space is of particular local significance because of its tranquillity 

10. The proposed space is of particular local significance because of its richness of wildlife 

11. The proposed space is of particular local significance because of another reason not 

covered by criteria 6-10. 

 

http://www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15
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Please return completed forms by close of business on 30th July 2015: 

 

By e-mail: PlanningLDF@southglos.gov.uk  

By post: Strategic Planning Policy and Specialist Advice Team, South 
Gloucestershire Council, Environment and Community Services Department, PO 
Box 299, Civic Centre, High Street, Kingswood, Bristol, BS15 0DR. 

  

Viewing documents 

 

The consultation documents can be viewed from: www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15 

 

The consultation documents are also available to view online at: 

 

 South Gloucestershire Libraries (please refer to 
www.southglos.gov.uk/libraries for locations and opening times); and 

 

 The Council’s One-Stop Shops, from 8.45am - 5pm Mondays to Wednesdays 
and 8.45am - 4.30pm Thursdays and Fridays, in the following locations: 

 Thornbury Library, St Mary Street, Thornbury, BS35 2AA 

mailto:PlanningLDF@southglos.gov.uk
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/libraries
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 Yate, Kennedy Way, BS37 4DQ (access via West Walk) 

 Kingswood Civic Centre, High Street, Kingswood, BS15 9TR 

 Patchway Hub, Rodway Road, Patchway, BS34 5PE  
 

Data protection 

The information collected as part this consultation will also be used by the Council in 
accordance with the data protection principles in the Data Protection Act 1998. The 
purposes for collecting this data are: to assist in plan making; and to contact you, if 
necessary, regarding the planning consultation process. Some of the data may be 
made public as it will form part of the evidence base used to inform the creation of 
planning policy documents. The above purposes may require public disclosure of 
any data received on the response form, in accordance with the Freedom of 
Information Act 2000. 
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Appendix 11: Local Green Space Guidance Note 
 

South Gloucestershire Council  

 

 

 

Local Green Space Designation 

Updated Guidance Note 

 

 

June 2015 
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1. Introduction 
 

1.1 The Government’s National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) introduced a new 
designation of Local Green Space (LGS) in March 2012. Local Green Space 
designation is a way to provide special protection against development for green 
areas of particular importance to local communities. This guidance sets out how the 
LGS designation is being interpreted and applied within South Gloucestershire in the 
context of the emerging Policies, Sites and Places Plan 
(www.southglos.gov.uk/policiessitesandplaces). This guidance note updates the 
version produced in July 2014 
(https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/gf2.ti/f/484322/12723973.1/WIZ/-
/LGSD_Guidance_July_2014_For_Website.doc), insofar as it details the consultation 
being undertaken in June -July 2015. 
 

1.2 The LGS designation can only be made through a Local or Neighbourhood Plan. The 
Council has recently published its Policies, Sites and Places (PSP) Plan for formal 
public consultation (between 22 May and 3 July 2015), following the Council’s 

decision in March. Within the PSP Plan, Policy PSP4 (Designated Local Green 
Spaces) restricts inappropriate development on land designated as Local Green 
Space. The list of spaces nominated for designation as local green space (which will 
be included at Appendix 2 of the PSP Plan) has been excluded from the proposed 
submission version of the Plan and will be the subject of separate informal 
consultation to begin in June 2015. 
 

1.3 The consultation will run for 6 weeks and will detail the initial assessment of the 
spaces, the suitability for designation and provide details of the justification submitted 
to support the designation. The list of spaces, associated justification, assessment 
and mapping can be found on the Council’s website: 

www.southglos.gov.uk/policiessitesandplaces. Following the completion of the 
consultation the responses will be appraised by officers, and the list of spaces for 
designation finalised and agreed by Council. The final list of spaces will be consulted 
upon around September/October 2015, before being brought into the PSP Plan, prior 
to the Examination in Public, which is carried out by an independent Inspector.  
 

1.4 The consultation starting in June 2015 will provide the opportunity to review the 
mapping and evidence that has been provided to date. The consultation will provide 
land owners with the opportunity to comment on proposed nominations which affect 
their land.  
 

1.5 Spaces have been nominated through a number of opportunities during the 
preparation of the PSP Plan and there are around 560 spaces proposed for 
designation. The next round of consultation (starting in June 2015) is therefore 
focused on the nominated spaces only, there will be no further additional spaces 
accepted at this stage. In the following parishes no spaces have been nominated and 
therefore no response to the consultation will be sought: 

 Badminton  

 Cold Ashton  

 Hill  

 Horton 

 Little Sodbury  

 Tortworth  
 

2. The Policy Context 
 

http://www.southglos.gov.uk/policiessitesandplaces
https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/gf2.ti/f/484322/12723973.1/WIZ/-/LGSD_Guidance_July_2014_For_Website.doc
https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/gf2.ti/f/484322/12723973.1/WIZ/-/LGSD_Guidance_July_2014_For_Website.doc
https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/consult.ti/PSP_ProposedSubmission/viewCompoundDoc?docid=6606132&partid=6606388&sessionid=&voteid=&clientuid=313249
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/policiessitesandplaces
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2.1 National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 

The NPPF (http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/policy/achieving-sustainable-

development/delivering-sustainable-development/8-promoting-healthy-communities/) 

provides the following information on Local Green Space Designations: 

76 Local communities through local and neighbourhood plans should be able to 

identify for special protection green areas of particular importance to them. By 

designating land as Local Green Space local communities will be able to rule out new 

development other than in very special circumstances. Identifying land as Local Green 

Space should therefore be consistent with the local planning of sustainable 

development and complement investment in sufficient homes, jobs and other essential 

services. Local Green Spaces should only be designated when a plan is prepared or 

reviewed, and be capable of enduring beyond the end of the plan period. 

77 The Local Green Space designation will not be appropriate for most green 

areas or open space. The designation should only be used: 

• where the green space is in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves; 
• where the green area is demonstrably special to a local community and holds a 
particular local significance, for example because of its beauty, historic significance, 
recreational value (including as a playing field), tranquility or richness of its wildlife; and 

• where the green area concerned is local in character and is not an extensive tract of land. 
 

78  Local policy for managing development within a Local Green Space should be 

consistent with policy for Green Belts. 

2.2 Additional guidance is provided in the National Planning Practice Guidance (NPPG) - 

http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/open-space-green-space-and-

rights-of-way-2/local-green-space-designation/  

2.3 Local and Neighbourhood Plans 

Local Green Spaces can be designated in Local Plans (such as the Policies, Sites and 

Places (PSP) Plan) or Neighbourhood Plans. Currently no Neighbourhood Plans have been 

nominated by communities in South Gloucestershire.  

2.4 A policy relating to Designated LGS has been included in the proposed submission 

version of the PSP Plan (March 2015). The PSP Plan also includes a policy on undesignated 

open spaces within urban areas and settlements. These policies are PSP4 and PSP5, and 

can be viewed here: www.southglos.gov.uk/policiessitesandplaces 

3. Process for Designation 
Step 1: Submit proposed space and supporting evidence to South Gloucestershire 

Council. 

The onus is on the person/community representative to supply evidence to support 

the designation. 

Step 2: South Gloucestershire Council will review all the evidence submitted and 

consider national guidance (see section 2) and local guidance (see section 4), to 

determine if the space is suitable for designation. Please see details set out in 

section 4.  

Step 3: If the space is going to be proposed for designation within the ‘proposed 

submission’ version of the Policies, Sites and Places Plan, South Gloucestershire 

Council will contact the land owners (if known). 

http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/policy/achieving-sustainable-development/delivering-sustainable-development/8-promoting-healthy-communities/
http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/policy/achieving-sustainable-development/delivering-sustainable-development/8-promoting-healthy-communities/
http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/open-space-green-space-and-rights-of-way-2/local-green-space-designation/
http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/open-space-green-space-and-rights-of-way-2/local-green-space-designation/
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/policiessitesandplaces
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Step 4: Suitable spaces for designation will be considered by Council in 

September/October 2015, prior to a final round of formal consultation. The final list of 

spaces will then be incorporated into the submitted version of the Policies, Sites and 

Places Plan.  

Step 5: The proposed designation of spaces will be “tested” through the plan 

process.  Anybody can object to policies or designations in the PSP Plan during the 

consultation periods and these consultation responses must be considered. 

Objections can also be made to the non-designation of spaces. Local Plans are 

formally scrutinised by an independent Planning Inspector, who will ensure that the 

plans are robust and based on sound evidence.   

Step 6: Formal designation will take place when the Policies, Sites and Places Plan 

is adopted, currently anticipated to take place in 2016.  

4. Criteria for Designation 
 

4.1 Local Green Space designation is a way to provide special protection against 
development for green areas of particular importance to local communities. Any type 
of green space could be suitable for designation and may also include land where 
sports pavilions, boating lakes or structures such as war memorials are located, 
allotments, or urban spaces that provide a tranquil oasis.    
 
4.2 Local Green Space: 

- should only be designated when a Local or Neighbourhood Plan is prepared or 
reviewed; 
- should be consistent with the local planning of sustainable development and 
complement investment in sufficient homes, jobs and other essential services; and 
- must be capable of enduring beyond the end of the plan period. 
 

4.3 National policy also states that designation will not be appropriate for most green 

areas or open space.  The designation should only be used: 

- where the green space is in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves; 
- where the green area is demonstrably special to a local community and holds a 
particular local significance, for example because of its beauty, historic significance, 
recreational value (including as a playing field), tranquility or richness of its wildlife; and 
- where the green area concerned is local in character and is not an extensive tract of 
land. 
 

4.4 The proposed designation of spaces must be based on evidence to demonstrate why 

the green area is demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular local 

significance. Blanket designation of all/most green areas or open space within an area is not 

appropriate.  

4.5 A potential Local Green Space should meet the criteria set out in the National 

Planning Policy Framework and the National Planning Practice Guidance.  These criteria are 

not specific, but act as guidance which should then be interpreted at a local level. South 

Gloucestershire Council has set out its own local guidance in paragraphs 4.8 & 4.9, and in 

Tables 1 & 2 below.  

4.6 In order to aid the submission of evidence to support the designation of a proposed 

space a response form has been created, which is based on the guidance set out below (this 

is separately available from www.southglos.gov.uk/policiessitesandplaces). Those 

http://www.southglos.gov.uk/policiessitesandplaces
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commenting on a nominated space should complete a separate response form for each 

space. Evidence already submitted to the Council will be used in conjunction with any 

completed forms when determining the suitability of designation. Those objecting can use 

the same response form.  

4.7 The following guidance reflects the local interpretation of national guidance and 

national planning policy.  

4.8 Educational Sites 

School and college playing fields and grounds would not normally be suitable for 

designation. This is because national guidance states that the space must be capable of 

enduring beyond the plan period. In order to address future needs for school places there 

may be a need to reconfigure the arrangement of school buildings and playing fields. The 

National Planning Policy Framework states that local planning authorities should give great 

weight to the need to create, expand or alter schools. Therefore, educational sites (grounds 

and playing fields) would not normally be suitable for designation.  

4.9 Highway Land/Roadside Verges 

Highway land/roadside verges would not normally be suitable for designation. This is 

because national guidance states that the space must be capable of enduring beyond the 

plan period. Land adjoining an existing highway is the subject of ‘Permitted Development’ 
rights, which could be used to bring forward development that may be contrary to a Local 

Green Space designation, but would not require planning permission to be granted. Highway 

land may also be utilised in bringing forward future highway/transport schemes. Therefore, 

highway land/roadside verges would not normally be suitable for designation.  

 
Table 1: 

Every proposed space must meet all the criteria 1-5, listed in table 1. 

 

Criteria Explanation of criteria / evidence prompts 

1.  It will rarely be appropriate 

to designate spaces that are 

the subject of a planning 

permission for development. 

 

Is the space the subject of a planning permission for 

development? 

 

Information on planning permissions is available from: 

http://developments.southglos.gov.uk/online-

applications  

 

Local Green Space designation will rarely be 

appropriate where the land has planning permission for 

development. Exceptions could be where the 

development would be compatible with the planning 

permission or where planning permission is no longer 

capable of being implemented. 

http://developments.southglos.gov.uk/online-applications
http://developments.southglos.gov.uk/online-applications
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2. It will not be appropriate to 

designate spaces that are 

allocated or proposed for 

development in the Local or 

Neighbourhood Plan, unless 

it can be shown that the 

Local Green Space could be 

incorporated within the site 

as part of the allocated 

development. 

Is the space allocated or proposed to be allocated in a 

Local or Neighbourhood Plan? 

 

Further information on the Local Plan is available from: 

www.southglos.gov.uk/localplan  

 

The designation of Local Green Spaces should be 

consistent with the local planning of sustainable 

development and complement investment in sufficient 

homes, jobs and other essential services. 

 

The NPPG states that: Designating any Local Green 

Space will need to be consistent with local planning for 

sustainable development in the area. In particular, 

plans must identify sufficient land in suitable locations 

to meet identified development needs and the Local 

Green Space designation should not be used in a way 

that undermines this aim of plan making. 

 

The space should be capable of enduring beyond the 

plan period. 

 

3. The space must not be an 

extensive tract of land and 

must be local in character. 

Designated spaces would normally be fairly contained 

with clearly defined edges. 

Spaces over the size of 19 hectares have been 

highlighted as not being suitable for designation in 

accordance with a recent independent Examiner’s 

decision relating to a Neighbourhood Plan.  We are 

therefore using this as a suitable measure. 

Why does the space or combination of adjoining 

spaces “feel” local in character and scale, in respect of 

the local community that the space serves?  

Is the proposed space larger than other areas of land 

in the vicinity? Is it contained with clearly defined 

edges?  

How does the space connect physically, visually and 

socially to the local area? 

Blanket designation of open countryside adjacent to 

settlements is not appropriate. 

http://www.southglos.gov.uk/localplan
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4. The space must be within 

close proximity to the 

community it serves. 

The space would normally be within easy walking 

distance of the community it serves. 

How close is the space to the community it serves? 

5.  The space must be 

demonstrably special to the 

local community. 

Blanket designation of all/most green areas or open 

space within an area is not appropriate. The space 

must be demonstrably special by meeting at least one 

of criterion 6-11, in Table 2. 

Other relevant evidence: 

Does the space have a friends group?  

Is the proposal to designate supported by any of the 

following: 

- A friends group 

- Local community groups 

- A parish plan etc. 

- The Town/Parish Council 

- The Ward member(s) 

- The MP 

 

Table 2: 

All spaces must meet at least one of the following criteria: 

 

Criteria Explanation of criteria / Evidence prompts 

6. The proposed space is of 

particular local significance 

because of its beauty. 

This relates to the visual attractiveness of the space, and 

its contribution to townscape, landscape, character 

and/or setting of the settlement, which would normally be 

expected to be significant.  

How is the proposed space of particular local 

significance, in respect of its beauty? 

Is the space covered by other landscape or townscape 

designations? (e.g. Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 

or Conservation Area) 

Does the space have a literature or art connection? 
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7. The proposed space is of 

particular local significance 

because of its historic 

significance. 

How is the proposed space of particular local 

significance, in respect of its historic significance? 

Does the proposed space or elements of the space have 

local historical significance?  

Are there any historic buildings or structures in the 

space? (e.g. listed building or scheduled monument) 

Are there any important historic landscape features on 

the space? (e.g. veteran trees or old hedgerows) 

Does the space have a historic literature or art 

connection? 

Does the space relate to any historic rituals? 

8. The proposed space is of 

particular local significance 

because of its recreational 

value. 

How is the proposed space of particular local 

significance, in respect of its recreational value? 

What variety of recreational activities does the space 

support? (e.g. the space is used for playing sport and for 

informal recreation) 

National guidance states that there is no need to 

designate linear corridors as Local Green Space simply 

to protect rights of way, which are already protected 

under other legislation. 

9. The proposed space is of 

particular local significance 

because of its tranquility. 

How is the proposed space of particular local 

significance, in respect of its tranquility? 

Green spaces may provide value to the local community 

in terms of providing an oasis of calm, perhaps in a busy 

town, or a space for quiet reflection. Why is the space 

considered to be tranquil?  
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10. The proposed space is of 

particular local significance 

because of its richness of 

wildlife. 

How is the proposed space of particular local 

significance, in respect of its richness of wildlife? 

Is the proposed space formally designated for its wildlife 

value? (e.g. is it a SSSI, SNCI or Local Nature Reserve).  

Are any important habitats or species found in the 

space?  

Does the proposed space support species of fauna or 

flora protected under the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 

(as amended); Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 

or Habitat Regulations 2010; species and habitats listed 

on the South Gloucestershire Biodiversity Action Plan 

(BAP); or species and habitats listed by the Government 

as being of Principle Importance for Biological Diversity 

in Britain under Section 41 of the Natural Environment & 

Rural Communities Act 2006 (Priority Species and 

Habitats)? 

Does the proposed space support species of birds listed 

on the Red, Amber or Green Lists of Species of 

Conservation Concern or notable assemblage of 

invertebrates? 

Does the proposed space support irreplaceable habitats 

such as ancient semi-natural woodland and veteran 

trees? 

Does the proposed space function as part of a wildlife 

corridor or green infrastructure enabling the dispersal 

and favourable status of species of flora and fauna?  

11. The proposed space is of 

particular local significance 

because of another reason 

not covered by criteria 6-10.  

Are there any other reasons why the proposed space 

has a particular local significance for the local 

community? 

5.0 The Next Steps 

5.1 The informal consultation on the nominated list of the Local Green Spaces ends on the 30th 

July 2015. The Council will review all responses/evidence submitted following the completion of the 

consultation and finalise the list of Local Green Spaces. The final list of spaces will be consulted upon 

around September/October 2015, before being brought into the PSP Plan, prior to the Examination in 

Public, which is carried out by an independent Inspector.  

 

Further details of the PSP Plan can be found here: www.southglos.gov.uk/policiessitesandplaces.  

  

http://www.southglos.gov.uk/policiessitesandplaces
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Appendix 12: Explanation of the list of Local Green Spaces 
 

South Gloucestershire Policies, Sites and Places Plan: 

Local Green Space Designation Consultation  
 

Explanation of the list of nominated Local Green Spaces. 

This explanation has been produced to provide additional context for the information 

provided within the list of nominated spaces. This document should be read alongside the 

list of spaces.  

The list of nominated local green spaces received by the council up to 28th February 2015, is 

available to view here: www.southglos.gov.uk/policiessitesandplaces. A detailed guidance 

note is also available from here.  

No further Local Green Space nominations will be accepted during this consultation.  

 

The list contains the following information: 

Information Detail 

Columns: 1a- 1d Details of the space 

1a. Green Space Code 
 

Unique identifying code for the nominated space. 

1b. Parish/Town Council / 
Unparished Area 

The area that the space is located in. 

1c. Ward  
(if blank no map has been 
provided) 

The Ward that the space is located in. If this is blank it is 
because no map of the space has been provided.  

1d. Name of Nominated 
Space 
 

The name of the nominated space. 

  

Column: 2  

2. Is the space consistent 
with Local Plan / Planning 
Permissions? 

If a space is already, in part or wholly, allocated or has 
planning permission granted for a use that is not compatible 
with the designation as a local green space, it is not 
appropriate to continue to nominate such a space in 
accordance with national policy. 
 

  

Columns: 3a – 3c The reasons why the space is currently unsuitable for 
designation, if no additional information or amended 
submission is received the space will not be designated.  
 

3a. Has it been possible 
to map the space using 
the plan provided? 
 

Spaces can only be designated if the community have 
provided a plan of the space, clearly showing the extent of 
boundaries. 
If no map is provided the space cannot be recommended for 
designation. A map of a space must be accompanied by 
suitable space specific justification and all other criteria 
must be appropriately satisfied for a designation to be taken 
forward.  

http://www.southglos.gov.uk/policiessitesandplaces
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3b. Is the space 
consistent with national 
policy in so far as it is not 
a blanket approach to 
designation? 

A nominated space needs to accord with national policy. 
National policy is clear that this designation is not suitable 
for all green spaces, therefore a blanket approach to 
designation is to be avoided. Spaces need to be individually 
justified on their merits with evidence as to why they are 
particularly special to a community. 

3c. Is the space smaller 
than 19ha in size 
(therefore not an 
extensive tract of land)? 
 

Spaces cannot be extensive tracts of land. Spaces over the 
size of 19 hectares have been highlighted as not being 
suitable for designation in accordance with a recent 
independent Examiner’s decision relating to a 
Neighbourhood Plan.  We are therefore using this as a 
suitable measure.  

  

Column: 4a-4h The evidence submitted through previous rounds of 
engagement to justify why the space is of particular special 
significance to the community that use it. 

4a. Evidence submitted 
regarding proximity of the 
space to the community 
which use it 

See above 

4b. Why the space is 
significant: Beauty 

See above 

4c. Why the space is 
significant: Historical 

See above 

4d. Why the space is 
significant: Recreational 

See above 

4e. Why the space is 
significant: Tranquillity 

See above 

4f. Why the space is 
significant: Wildlife 

See above 

4g. There is another 
reason for the space 
being significant? 

See above 

4h. Other justification See above 
  

5. Has sufficient specific 
justification been provided 
to date? 

 

There are spaces where the information received about it 
(see 4a-4h) is not sufficiently detailed to determine why/if 
the specific space is of particular local significance. 
 

It is important that the information provided is specific to the 
space and details why it is of particular local significant to 
the community that use it.  
 

Column: 6. Was an objection 
to the designation received 
through the Summer 2014 
Consultation?  
Those spaces not endorsed 
by the Parish/Town Council. 
 

Details if an objection was received to the designation of the 
space. Full details of the objections can be found here: 
www.southglos.gov.uk/policiessitesandplaces 
Some spaces were proposed by individuals, but these 
spaces have not be endorsed by the relevant Town or 
Parish council, these have been highlighted. 

Column: 7. Is the space 
suitable for designation? 
(The suitability of 
designation will be 
reassessed if further 
information comes to light) 

Taking account of the information in columns 2, 3a-3c and 
5, is the space considered suitable for designation at this 
stage?  

http://www.southglos.gov.uk/policiessitesandplaces
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Appendix 13: Community (Parish/Town Council) summer 
consultation 

 
 

Department for Environment and Community Services 
 

 Date: 17th July 

2015   

Enquiries to: Strategic Planning Policy and 

Specialist Advice Team 

Tel: 01454 863464 

E-mail: PlanningLDF@southglos.gov.uk 

  

Dear Sir/Madam, 

South Gloucestershire Policies Sites and Places Plan (PSP Plan): Local Green Space 

Designation 

We are writing to you following Community Engagement work that has taken place during 

production of the Policies, Sites and Places Plan (PSP Plan) in respect of the designation of 

Local Green Spaces.  

A new designation – Local Green Space – was introduced in the National Planning Policy 

Framework (NPPF) in 2012. The Local Green Space (LGS) designation is a way to provide 

special protection against development for green areas of particular importance to local 

communities. Local Green Spaces can be designated either in a Local Plan or in a 

Neighbourhood Plan. 

We understand that you may be the registered owner or leaseholder of land that has been 

nominated by the local community and/or Town/Parish Council to be designated as a Local 

Green Space. We would therefore encourage you to review the consultation material (see 

below for details). The spaces that we believe are in your ownership are set out in the table 

below. The Local Green Space Designation (LGSD) code is used in the consultation 

material. 

The details we have obtained from Land Registry are as follows: 

Registry Site Name Proprietor/Title Absolute Nominated Local Green 
Space code 

   

   

   

 

We have also written to any others which appear on the Land Registry certificate. 

This letter is an invitation to comment on the nominated Local Green Space.  

Local Green Space Designation 

mailto:PlanningLDF@southglos.gov.uk
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The South Gloucestershire Local Plan: Proposed Submission Policies, Sites and Places 

Plan (PSP Plan) has recently been out for consultation and includes Policy PSP4: 

Designated Local Green Spaces. This policy restricts inappropriate development on land 

designated as a Local Green Space. The wording of Policy PSP4 is informed by the NPPF, 

(paragraph 78) – which states that “Local policy for managing development with a Local 

Green Space should be consistent with policy for Green Belts”. 

Individual Local Green Spaces will be identified in Appendix 2 of the PSP Plan and their 
extent will be defined on the Policies Map. The PSP Plan can be accessed from 
www.southglos.gov.uk/PSPpublication   

 

Process so far 

Spaces have been nominated through a number of opportunities during the preparation of 
the PSP Plan. Firstly, during the preparation of the PSP Plan in September 2013 through 
targeted consultation with Town/Parish Councils & Ward Members; secondly, through public 
consultation during Summer 2014, and finally, through follow-up engagement with 
Town/Parish Councils & Ward members from October 2014 – February 2015. 

  

Public consultation 

The Council is now inviting comments on the list of spaces nominated for designation as 
Local Green Space in accordance with Regulation 18 of the Town and Country Planning 
(Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012. This informal consultation period will run for 
a 6 week period between 18 June and 30 July 2015. However, we would welcome 
comments from landowners/leaseholders until close of business 21 August 2015. 

 

The list of spaces, maps and other consultation documents can be viewed at: 
www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15  

 

This informal consultation provides current details of the nominated spaces, the suitability of 
designation and provides details of the justification submitted to support the designation. No 
formal council decision has been made regarding the nominated spaces. The consultation 
provides the opportunity to review the mapping and evidence that has been provided to date. 
It also provides landowners/leaseholders with the opportunity to comment on proposed 
nominations which affect their land. 

 

There are around 560 spaces nominated for designation, around 500 of which have been 
provided with a map. No further additional spaces can be accepted at this stage, but 
amendments to the boundaries of the mapped spaces will be considered.  

 

Consultation documents 

The following comprise the consultation documents: 

 Local Green Space Guidance Note 

 List of nominated Local Green Spaces 

 Explanation of the list of nominated Local Green Spaces  

 Mapped, nominated Local Green Spaces (by area) 

 Response Form 
  

How to respond 

http://www.southglos.gov.uk/PSPpublication
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15
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Comments should be made using the response form available online 

(www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15) and should be submitted to the Council (at the addresses 

provided below) by close of business on 21 August 2015.  

Future development on designated Local Green Spaces will be restricted, therefore 

we would be grateful for confirmation from you, as landowner/leaseholder that you 

are in support of, or objecting to the suggested nomination of your land as a Local 

Green Space (Please refer to Section A of the response form for full details).  

By e-mail: PlanningLDF@southglos.gov.uk 

By post: Strategic Planning Policy and Specialist Advice Team, South Gloucestershire 

Council, Environment and Community Services Department, PO Box 299, Civic Centre, High 

Street, Kingswood, Bristol, BS15 0DR. 

Please note - all comments made about individual Local Green Spaces should clearly 

reference the Green Space code provided in both the List of nominated Local Green Spaces 

and the map booklets.  

Viewing documents 

The consultation documents are available to view online, using the link: 

www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15, at South Gloucestershire Libraries (please refer to 

www.southglos.gov.uk/libraries for locations and opening times). 

The consultation documents are also online from 8.45am - 5pm Mondays to Wednesdays 

and 8.45am - 4.30pm Thursdays and Fridays, at the Council’s One-Stop Shops: 

 Thornbury Library, St Mary Street, Thornbury, BS35 2AA 

 Yate, Kennedy Way, BS37 4DQ (access via West Walk) 

 Kingswood Civic Centre, High Street, Kingswood, BS15 9TR 

 Patchway Hub, Rodway Road, Patchway, BS34 5PE 
Next steps 

Following the completion of this informal consultation the responses will be appraised by 
officers, and the list of spaces for designation finalised and agreed by Council. The final list 
of spaces, which will form part of the proposed submission PSP Plan, will be subject to a 
formal public consultation – this is anticipated in September/October 2015. Following this 
period, the list of LGS will be included in the PSP Plan and will be subject to examination by 
an independent Inspector appointed by the Secretary of State. Only representations made at 
the formal consultation stage will provided to the independent Inspector.  

 

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact us by email: 

PlanningLDF@southglos.gov.uk or by telephone: 01454 863464. 

 

Data protection 

The information collected as part this consultation will also be used by the Council in 

accordance with the data protection principles in the Data Protection Act 1998. The 

purposes for collecting this data are: to assist in plan making; and to contact you, if 

necessary, regarding the planning consultation process. Some of the data may be made 

public as it will form part of the evidence base used to inform the creation of planning policy 

documents. The above purposes may require public disclosure of any data received on the 

response form, in accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000. 

Yours sincerely 

http://www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15
mailto:PlanningLDF@southglos.gov.uk
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/libraries
mailto:PlanningLDF@southglos.gov.uk
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Strategic Planning Policy and Specialist Advice Team 

South Gloucestershire Council  
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Appendix 14: Landowner consultation summer 2015 
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Appendix 15: Email to parish and town clerks – June/July 2015 
Local Green Space events 

 

 

Dear Clerk, 
 
I refer to the email below, dated 9 June 2015, inviting representatives of your Parish/Town 
Council to attend one of the meeting session being held to discuss the nominated Local 
Green Spaces in your area. 
 
The meeting sessions will consist of a general presentation (likely to be a maximum of 20 
minutes) on LGS, followed by individual meetings with those parish councils attending to 
discuss the nominated LGS for their parishes. The dates and times are set out in the email 
below. 
 
If you have not yet booked a session for your Council representatives to attend together, 
please would you let us know as soon as possible which session would be their first choice 
and also provide a second date as an alternative.  
 
Please note session 1 on 23 June 2015 at 15.30 is now full. 
 
Thank you very much to those clerks who have already booked representatives of their 
pariah/town council on one of the sessions. 
 
If you have any queries about this email please do not hesitate to contact us by email or 
telephone: 01454 863464 
 
Kind Regards, 
  
Strategic Planning Policy and Specialist Advice Team, 
Environment and Community Services Directorate, 
South Gloucestershire Council, 
PO Box 299, High Street, Kingswood, Bristol, BS15 0DR 
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From: Planning LDF  
Sent: 09 June 2015 14:26 
To: Acton Turville Parish Council; Almondsbury; Alveston Parish Council; Aust; Bitton Parish 
Council; Bradley Stoke; Charfield Parish Council; Cromhall Parish Council; Dodington Parish 
Council; Downend and Bromley Heath Parish Council; Doynton Parish Council; Dyrham and 
Hinton; Emersons Green Town Council; Falfield Parish Council; Filton Town Council; 
Hanham Abbots; Hanham Parish Council; Hawkesbury Parish Council; Horton Parish 
Council; Iron Acton Parish Council; Kieran Warren; Marshfield Parish Council; Oldbury On 
Severn Parish Council; Oldland Parish Council; Olveston Parish Council; Patchway Town 
Council; Pilning and Severn Beach; Pucklechurch Parish Council; Rangeworthy Parish 
Council; Rockhampton Parish Council; Siston Parish Council; Sodbury Town Council; Stoke 
Gifford; Thornbury Town Council; Tormarton; Tytherington Parish Council; Westerleigh 
Parish Council; Wickabson Parish Council; Wickwar; Winterbourne Parish Council; Yate 
Town Council 
Cc: Councillors - All Councillors; Peter Daly; Greg Lowis; Simon Schofield 
Subject: South Gloucestershire Policies, Sites and Places Plan: INVITATION TO LOCAL 
GREEN SPACES MEETING 
 
Dear Clerk, 
 
The purpose of this email is to invite representatives of your Parish/Town Council to attend a 
meeting to discuss the list of nominated Local Green Spaces for inclusion in the Policies, 
Sites and Places Plan (PSP Plan) in your area. 
 
The Proposed Submission PSP Plan includes Policy PSP4: Designated Local Green 
Spaces. This policy restricts inappropriate development on land designated as a Local 
Green Space (LGS). LGS are green areas of particular importance to local communities, and 
these will be identified in Appendix 2 of the Plan and on the Policies Map. This policy can be 
accessed from the following link: www.southglos.gov.uk/PSPpublication 
 
The list of nominated Local Green Spaces will be subject to further informal consultation, 
which is anticipated to commence in mid June 2015, for a period of 6 weeks.  
 
During the preparation of the PSP Plan we have engaged with our communities, including 
Town and Parish Councils and requested that they provide details of potential spaces for 
Local Green Space designation. We are now inviting representatives of your Parish/Town 
Council to attend a meeting, with officers from the Strategic Planning Policy and Specialist 
Advice Team, in order to ensure that all proposed LGS are: 
 
• consistent with national and local policy; 
• are supported by appropriate justification for each space; and  
• have been mapped accurately.  
 
This is necessary in order that spaces suitable to designation can be recommended to the 
Council for inclusion in the PSP Plan. A further formal period of public consultation on the 
final list of spaces will follow later in the year. We therefore strongly encourage your 
Parish/Town Council representatives to attend one of the meetings shown below, as this will 
assist your council in responding to the informal consultation. 
 
Please note this is not an invitation to submit further spaces for LGS designation. 
 
The meeting will take the form of a presentation to all those attending, followed by individual 
Parish/Town Council surgeries with officers available to discuss the LGS which have been 
nominated for your specific area and review the consultation material. Up to 4 
representatives of your council would be welcome to attend a session. If you would also like 
your local Ward Member to attend please liaise directly with them. 
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The following meeting sessions have been arranged. Please note that although 2 hourly 
sessions have been arranged in many instances it is likely that the sessions will be 
completed in a much shorter time. 
 

Session                             Date   Location Time 

1 23 June 2015 Poole Court, Yate 15.30 - 17.30 - Full 

2 23 June 2015 Poole Court, Yate 18.30  - 20.30 

3 30 June 2015 Poole Court, Yate 15.30 - 17.30 

4 30 June 2015 Poole Court, Yate 18.30  - 20.30 

5 1 July 2015 Town Hall, Chipping 
Sodbury 

15.30 - 17.30 

6 1 July 2015 Town Hall, Chipping 
Sodbury 

18.30  - 20.30 

7 8 July 2015 Kingswood Civic 
Centre, Committee 
Room 1 

15.30 - 17.30 

8 8 July 2015 Kingswood Civic 
Centre, Committee 
Room 1 

18.30  - 20.30 

                
 
As there will be limited places available at each session pleased confirm, as soon as 
possible, your 1st and 2nd preferences by replying to this email. 
 
You will receive a further email providing details of how to respond to the informal 
consultation on LGS (anticipated to commence in mid June 2015), which will provide a link to 
the details of the individual nominated LGS for your area, a response form and guidance 
note. Officers will be available to review this consultation material at the meeting sessions 
above. 
 
If you have any queries about this email please do not hesitate to contact us by email or 
telephone: 01454 863464 
 
Kind Regards, 
  
Strategic Planning Policy and Specialist Advice Team, 
Environment and Community Services Directorate, 
South Gloucestershire Council, 
PO Box 299, High Street, Kingswood, Bristol, BS15 0DR 
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Appendix 16: Further landowner / leaseholder consultation 
following summer consultation – example letter 

 

 

 

Department for Environment and Community Services 

 Date: 24th August 
2015   

Our Ref: LGSDxxx 

Enquiries to: Strategic Planning Policy and 
Specialist Advice Team 

Tel: 01454 863464  

E-mail: PlanningLDF@southglos.gov.uk 

 

Dear X, 

South Gloucestershire Policies Sites and Places Plan (PSP Plan): Local Green Space 

Designation 

We have been informed by X Parish Council of your address, as landowner of a LGSDxxx, 

which they propose to nominate as a Local Green Space. We have already attempted to 

contact you at an address from a land registry certificate for the space at x. In light of this 

new information, we write again to inform you about our Local Green Space consultation and 

invite your comment. Our original letter to you follows. 

We are writing to you following Community Engagement work that has taken place during 

production of the Policies, Sites and Places Plan (PSP Plan) in respect of the designation of 

Local Green Spaces.  

A new designation – Local Green Space – was introduced in the National Planning Policy 

Framework (NPPF) in 2012. The Local Green Space (LGS) designation is a way to provide 

special protection against development for green areas of particular importance to local 

communities. Local Green Spaces can be designated either in a Local Plan or in a 

Neighbourhood Plan. 

We understand that you may be the registered owner or leaseholder of land that has been 

nominated by the local community and/or Town/Parish Council to be designated as a Local 

Green Space. We would therefore encourage you to review the consultation material (see 

below for details). The space that we believe is in your ownership/lease has the Local Green 

Space Designation (LGSD) code, as indicated under our ref above and this code is used in 

the consultation material. 

This letter is an invitation to comment on the nominated Local Green Space.  

Local Green Space Designation 

mailto:PlanningLDF@southglos.gov.uk
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The South Gloucestershire Local Plan: Proposed Submission Policies, Sites and Places 

Plan (PSP Plan) has recently been out for consultation and includes Policy PSP4: 

Designated Local Green Spaces. This policy restricts inappropriate development on land 

designated as a Local Green Space. The wording of Policy PSP4 is informed by the NPPF, 

(paragraph 78) – which states that “Local policy for managing development with a Local 

Green Space should be consistent with policy for Green Belts”. 

Individual Local Green Spaces will be identified in Appendix 2 of the PSP Plan and their 
extent will be defined on the Policies Map. The PSP Plan can be accessed from 
www.southglos.gov.uk/PSPpublication   

 

Process so far 

Spaces have been nominated through a number of opportunities during the preparation of 
the PSP Plan. Firstly, during the preparation of the PSP Plan in September 2013 through 
targeted consultation with Town/Parish Councils & Ward Members; secondly, through public 
consultation during Summer 2014, and finally, through follow-up engagement with 
Town/Parish Councils & Ward members from October 2014 – February 2015. 

 

Public consultation 

The Council is now inviting comments on the list of spaces nominated for designation as 
Local Green Space in accordance with Regulation 18 of the Town and Country Planning 
(Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012. This informal consultation period will run for 
a 6 week period between 18 June and 30 July 2015. However, we would welcome 
comments from landowners/leaseholders until close of business on 28 August 2015. 

 

The list of spaces, maps and other consultation documents can be viewed at: 
www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15  

 

This informal consultation provides current details of the nominated spaces, the suitability of 
designation and provides details of the justification submitted to support the designation. No 
formal council decision has been made regarding the nominated spaces. The consultation 
provides the opportunity to review the mapping and evidence that has been provided to date. 
It also provides landowners/leaseholders with the opportunity to comment on proposed 
nominations which affect their land. 

 

There are around 560 spaces nominated for designation, around 500 of which have been 
provided with a map. No further additional spaces can be accepted at this stage, but 
amendments to the boundaries of the mapped spaces will be considered.  

 

Consultation documents 

The following comprise the consultation documents: 

 Local Green Space Guidance Note 

 List of nominated Local Green Spaces 

 Explanation of the list of nominated Local Green Spaces  

 Mapped, nominated Local Green Spaces (by area) 

 Response Form 

  
How to respond 

Comments should be made using the response form available online 

(www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15) and should be submitted to the Council (at the addresses 

provided below) by close of business on 28 August 2015.  

http://www.southglos.gov.uk/PSPpublication
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15
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Future development on designated Local Green Spaces will be restricted, therefore 

we would be grateful for confirmation from you, as landowner/leaseholder that you 

are in support of, or wish to object to, the suggested nomination of your land as a 

Local Green Space (Please refer to Section A of the response form for full details).  

By e-mail: PlanningLDF@southglos.gov.uk  

By post: Strategic Planning Policy and Specialist Advice Team, South Gloucestershire 

Council, Environment and Community Services Department, PO Box 299, Civic Centre, High 

Street, Kingswood, Bristol, BS15 0DR. 

Please note - all comments made about individual Local Green Spaces should clearly 

reference the Green Space code provided in both the List of nominated Local Green Spaces 

and the map booklets.  

Viewing documents 

The consultation documents are available to view online, using the link: 

www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15, at South Gloucestershire Libraries (please refer to 

www.southglos.gov.uk/libraries for locations and opening times). 

The consultation documents are also online from 8.45am - 5pm Mondays to Wednesdays 

and 8.45am - 4.30pm Thursdays and Fridays, at the Council’s One-Stop Shops: 

 Thornbury Library, St Mary Street, Thornbury, BS35 2AA 

 Yate, Kennedy Way, BS37 4DQ (access via West Walk) 

 Kingswood Civic Centre, High Street, Kingswood, BS15 9TR 

 Patchway Hub, Rodway Road, Patchway, BS34 5PE 
Next steps 

Following the completion of this informal consultation the responses will be appraised by 
officers, and the list of spaces for designation finalised and agreed by Council. The final list 
of spaces, which will form part of the proposed submission PSP Plan, will be subject to a 
formal public consultation – this is anticipated in September/October 2015. Following this 
period, the list of Local Green Space will be included in the PSP Plan and will be subject to 
examination by an independent Inspector appointed by the Secretary of State. Only 
representations made at the formal consultation stage will provided to the independent 
Inspector, in line with the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) 
Regulations 2012.  

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact us by email: 

PlanningLDF@southglos.gov.uk or by telephone: 01454 863464. 

Data protection 

The information collected as part this consultation will also be used by the Council in 

accordance with the data protection principles in the Data Protection Act 1998. The 

purposes for collecting this data are: to assist in plan making; and to contact you, if 

necessary, regarding the planning consultation process. Some of the data may be made 

public as it will form part of the evidence base used to inform the creation of planning policy 

documents. The above purposes may require public disclosure of any data received on the 

response form, in accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000. 

Yours sincerely 

Strategic Planning Policy and Specialist Advice Team 

South Gloucestershire Council 

mailto:PlanningLDF@southglos.gov.uk
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/libraries
mailto:PlanningLDF@southglos.gov.uk
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Appendix 17: Targeted landowner / leaseholder consultation – 
November 2015 
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Appendix 18 – Letter to previously contacted 
landowner/leaseholders who did not respond to summer 2015 

consultation – November 2015 
 

 

 

Department for Environment and Community Services 

 

 Date: 25th November 2015 
Our Ref:  
Enquiries to: Strategic Planning Policy and  
Specialist Advice Team 
Tel: 01454 863464    
E-mail: PlanningLDF@southglos.gov.uk 

 

Dear Sir/Madam 

South Gloucestershire Local Plan: Policies, Sites and Places Plan - Regulation 18 

Consultation (Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012) 

 

We are contacting you because we wrote to you in the summer 2015 to inform you that you 

might be a landowner or leaseholder of land being nominated as a Local Green Space 

(LGS) in our Policies, Sites and Places (PSP) Plan. We do not have a record that you 

responded to that consultation, therefore we are writing to you again to inform you about the 

change in timetable for producing the PSP Plan, to inform you about the next round of 

consultation on the PSP Plan, and to provide you with an opportunity to register your e-mail 

details so we can keep you up to date more easily.  

 

At this stage no formal Council decision has been made regarding the nominated Local 

Green Spaces. We will contact all landowners/leaseholder who are likely to be affected by a 

nominated LGS again at the formal consultation stage (Regulation 19) of the PSP Plan, now 

currently scheduled for summer 2016.  

 

An update on the LGS work can be viewed on our website at www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15.  

 

We need to take steps to ensure more homes are built in South Gloucestershire over the 

next 5 years that meet people’s needs. This is in order to meet Government policy that 

requires the Council has sufficient housing for the next 5 years. Due to the change in 

circumstance in respect of the housing land supply, work on identifying additional housing 

allocations and on designating Local Green Spaces need to be considered together, as 

perhaps unsurprisingly a number of nominated LGS sites have also been proposed as 

housing sites. Government policy requires the council to be sure that any LGS designation 

should be in conformity with the need to allocate sufficient housing land to address the 

shortfall in the 5 year housing land supply. Therefore, the timetable for producing the PSP 

Plan has been amended to take account of the need to allocate additional housing land. 

mailto:PlanningLDF@southglos.gov.uk
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15
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Representations are now being invited on the next stage of the Council’s preparation of the 

Policies, Sites and Places Plan (PSP Plan), which details how the shortfall in housing land 

will be addressed through additional allocations. This current consultation ends on 8th 

January 2016, full details about the consultation including how to respond can be found 

online at: www.southglos.gov.uk/PSPconsultation.  

 

If you wish to have your details added to our consultation database so that you are 

contacted automatically about the PSP Plan or other planning policy documents in South 

Gloucestershire, please contact us at PlanningLDF@southglos.gov.uk or on 01454 863464 

and we will add you to our database. An e-mail address is the preferred method of contact. 

 

Next steps 

In line with the revised timetable, the Council will bring forward a revised Proposed 

Submission Policies, Sites and Places Plan for formal public consultation (in line with 

Regulations 19, 20 and 35 of the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) 

Regulations 2012) in the summer 2016. 

 
 
General updates on the progress of the PSP Plan (including LGS) can be found on the 
Council’s website at www.southglos.gov.uk/policiessitesandplaces. 
 

If you would like any further information, please contact the Strategic Planning Policy Team 

at PlanningLDF@southglos.gov.uk and on 01454863464. 

 

Yours faithfully 

Patrick Conroy 

Strategic Planning Policy & Specialist Advice Team Manager  

South Gloucestershire Council 

http://www.southglos.gov.uk/PSPconsultation
mailto:PlanningLDF@southglos.gov.uk
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/policiessitesandplaces
mailto:PlanningLDF@southglos.gov.uk
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Appendix 19 – November 2015 website consultation 
 

Local Green Space Designation (LGS): Update November 2015  

  

Due to the change in circumstance in respect of the council’s housing land supply, work on identifying 
additional housing allocations and on designating Local Green Spaces (LGS) now needs to be 
considered together. This is because a number of LGS sites have also been proposed as potential 
housing sites. Government policy requires the council to be sure that any LGS designation should be 
in conformity with the need to allocate sufficient housing land to address the shortfall in the 5 year 
housing land supply. Details on the PSP Plan can be found here: 
www.southglos.gov.uk/policiessitesandplaces. 

The council invited comments on the list of nominated Local Green Spaces during summer 2015 and 
comments are now being processed. Details regarding the summer consultation can be found below. 

  

Additional landowner/leaseholder engagement – November-December 2015 

As part of our continuing engagement with the community on the PSP, the council is now contacting 
landowners and leaseholders that were identified as a result of the summer consultation that may be 
the owner or lease holder of a nominated Local Green Space (LGS), providing them with the 
opportunity to comment on the nomination. 

Future development on designated Local Green Spaces will be restricted, therefore we would 
be grateful for confirmation from you, as landowner/leaseholder that you are in support of, or 
wish to object to, the suggested nomination of your land as a Local Green Space (Please refer 
to Section A of the response form below for full details). 

The list of amended or new spaces, maps and other consultation documents are provided below 
(available shortly): 

 Local Green Space Guidance Note 
 List of Nominated Local Green Spaces relevant to newly identified  landowner/leaseholders 
 Explanation of the list of nominated spaces 
 Landowner/Leaseholder Response Form 
 Mapped, nominated Local Green Spaces - by parish (see below) 

Aust  Iron Acton  Thornbury 

Bitton  Marshfield  Tormarton 

Dodington  Olveston  Tytherington  

Downend and Bromley Heath  Patchway Westerleigh  

Doynton  Pilning and Severn Beach  Winterbourne  

Emersons Green Rangeworthy - Mapping currently 

being updated 

Yate  

Hanham Abbots  Siston  Unparished - Kings Chase Ward 

Hanham  Sodbury Unparished - Woodstock Ward  

Hawkesbury Stoke Gifford  

  

http://www.southglos.gov.uk/policiessitesandplaces
https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/gf2.ti/f/589314/15634277.1/PDF/-/LGSD_Updated_Guidance_Note_June_2015.pdf
https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/gf2.ti/f/589314/17859909.1/XLSX/-/November_2015_LGSD_Targeted_sites.xlsx
https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/gf2.ti/f/589314/17859941.1/PDF/-/Explanation_of_the_list_of_nominated_Local_Green_Spaces.pdf
https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/gf2.ti/f/589314/17859973.1/WIZ/-/LGSD_Response_Form_LandownersLeaseholders_Nov_2015.doc
https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/gf2.ti/f/589314/17860005.1/PDF/-/Aust.pdf
https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/gf2.ti/f/589314/17860293.1/PDF/-/Iron_Acton.pdf
https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/gf2.ti/f/589314/17860645.1/PDF/-/Thornbury.pdf
https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/gf2.ti/f/589314/17860037.1/PDF/-/Bitton.pdf
https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/gf2.ti/f/589314/17860389.1/PDF/-/Marshfield.pdf
https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/gf2.ti/f/589314/17860677.1/PDF/-/Tormarton.pdf
https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/gf2.ti/f/589314/17860069.1/PDF/-/Dodington.pdf
https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/gf2.ti/f/589314/17860421.1/PDF/-/Olveston.pdf
https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/gf2.ti/f/589314/17860709.1/PDF/-/Tytherington.pdf
https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/gf2.ti/f/589314/17860101.1/PDF/-/Downend_and_Bromley_Heath.pdf
https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/gf2.ti/f/589314/17860453.1/PDF/-/Patchway.pdf
https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/gf2.ti/f/589314/17860741.1/PDF/-/Westerleigh.pdf
https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/gf2.ti/f/589314/17860133.1/PDF/-/Doynton.pdf
https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/gf2.ti/f/589314/17860485.1/PDF/-/Pilning_and_Severn_Beach.pdf
https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/gf2.ti/f/589314/17860773.1/PDF/-/Winterbourne.pdf
https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/gf2.ti/f/589314/17860165.1/PDF/-/Emersons_Green.pdf
https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/gf2.ti/f/589314/17860805.1/PDF/-/Yate.pdf
https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/gf2.ti/f/589314/17860197.1/PDF/-/Hanham_Abbots.pdf
https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/gf2.ti/f/589314/17860549.1/PDF/-/Siston.pdf
https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/gf2.ti/f/589314/17860325.1/PDF/-/Kings_Chase_Ward.pdf
https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/gf2.ti/f/589314/17860229.1/PDF/-/Hanham.pdf
https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/gf2.ti/f/589314/17860581.1/PDF/-/Sodbury.pdf
https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/gf2.ti/f/589314/17860357.1/PDF/-/Woodstock_Ward.pdf
https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/gf2.ti/f/589314/17860261.1/PDF/-/Hawkesbury.pdf
https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/gf2.ti/f/589314/17860613.1/PDF/-/Stoke_Gifford.pdf
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The above provides current details of the new and amended nominated spaces, and provides details 
of the justification submitted to support the designation. This incorporates any additional comments 
submitted as part of the Summer 2015 consultation. 

At this point no formal council decision has been made regarding the nominated spaces. There are 
around 560 spaces nominated for designation in total. Of these, approximately 70 spaces have been 
amended or are new nominations since the summer 2015 consultation. This targeted 
landowner/leaseholder consultation therefore focusses on these 70 spaces only. This engagement 
provides the opportunity for any identified new landowners to review the mapping and evidence that 
has been provided to date and submit any comments on proposed nominations which may affect their 
land. 

No further additional spaces can be accepted at this stage, but amendments to the boundaries of the 
mapped spaces will be considered. 

  

How to respond 

Comments should be made using the landowner/leaseholder response form above and should be 
submitted by close of business on Friday 18th December 2015.  

Responses can be sent: 

By e-mail: PlanningLDF@southglos.gov.uk; or 

By post: Strategic Planning Policy and Specialist Advice Team, South Gloucestershire council, 
Environment and Community Services Department, PO Box 299, Civic Centre, High Street, 
Kingswood, Bristol, BS15 0DR. 

Please note - all comments made about individual Local Green Spaces should clearly reference the 
Green Space Code provided in both the List of amended/new nominated Local Green Spaces and the 
map booklets.  

 Data protection 

The information collected as part this consultation will be used by the council in accordance with the 
data protection principles in the Data Protection Act 1998. The purposes for collecting this data are: to 
assist in plan making; and to contact you, if necessary, regarding the planning consultation process. 
Some of the data may be made public as it will form part of the evidence base used to inform the 
creation of planning policy documents. The above purposes may require public disclosure of any data 
received on the response form, in accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000. 

  

Viewing documents 

The consultation documents are available to view above, or alternatively at South Gloucestershire 
One Stop Shops or Libraries (please refer to www.southglos.gov.uk/libraries for locations and opening 
times). 

The consultation documents are also online from 8.45am - 5pm Mondays to Wednesdays and 8.45am 
- 4.30pm Thursdays and Fridays, at the council’s One-Stop Shops: 

 Thornbury Library, St Mary Street, Thornbury, BS35 2AA 
 Yate, Kennedy Way, BS37 4DQ (access via West Walk) 
 Kingswood Civic Centre, High Street, Kingswood, BS15 9TR 
 Patchway Hub, Rodway Road, Patchway, BS34 5PE 

Next steps 

Following the completion of this informal consultation the responses will be appraised by officers, and 
the full list of spaces for designation finalised and agreed by council. The final list of spaces, which will 
form part of the proposed submission PSP Plan, will be subject to a formal public consultation – this is 
anticipated in summer 2016. Following this period, the PSP Plan will be subject to examination by an 
independent Inspector appointed by the Secretary of State. Only representations made at the formal 
consultation stage will be provided to the Independent Inspector, in line with the Town and Country 
Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012. The Inspector will make the final 
recommendation of which spaces will be designated. 

  

mailto:PlanningLDF@southglos.gov.uk
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/libraries
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Appendix 20: Call for Sites response form 2015 
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Appendix 21: Email/Letter to iNovem database 

  Dear Sir/Madam 

 

South Gloucestershire Local Plan: Policies, Sites and Places Plan - Regulation 18 Consultation 
(Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012) 

 

Further to our update letter dated 16 October 2015, you are now invited to make representations 
on the next stage of the Council’s preparation of the Policies, Sites and Places Plan (PSP Plan). 

We need to take steps to ensure more homes are built in South Gloucestershire over the next 5 
years that meet people’s needs. This is in order to meet Government policy that requires the 
Council has sufficient housing for the next 5 years. 

Currently the shortfall is around 1,500 dwellings which needs to be delivered over the next 5 years. 
The PSP Plan cannot be progressed while this shortfall remains, therefore this consultation 
document sets out the process by which the Council will aim to address it. Reasons as to why this 
shortfall has arisen are set out in the consultation paper. 

The objective is to make housing allocations that will support sustainable development and which 
can genuinely be built over the next 5 years to meet the growing demand. To achieve this the 
Council needs to identify sites over and above those allocations in the Core Strategy, including 
within the rural areas. 

We have prepared a consultation document which sets out the methodology proposed to consider 
locations and sites suitable and available for allocation in the Plan. It contains a number of 
questions and a response form is available to aid your reply. A Call for Sites response form is also 
available to be completed in the case where a site is being promoted for allocation in the Plan. We 
have also made available an update to policy PSP38 (Internal space and accessibility standards for 
new dwellings) of the PSP Plan and welcome comment. 

The consultation paper, together with all the necessary forms are available to download on our 
consultation webpage at www.southglos.gov.uk/PSPconsultation, including a number of other 
supporting documents and the paper on Policy PSP38 which form part of the consultation. 

  

How to make representations 

Representations are invited on the consultation document for the period from 20 November 2015 
until close of business on 8 January 2016. 

The Council's preference is that representations be made online, using the Council’s internet based 
consultation system at www.southglos.gov.uk/PSPconsultation. 

If this is not possible, responses should be sent, using the response form provided (available to 
download at the webpage above), to the following: 

 By e-mail: PlanningLDF@southglos.gov.uk 

 By post: Strategic Planning Policy and Specialist Advice Team, South Gloucestershire 
Council, Environment and Community Services Department, PO Box 299, Civic Centre, High 
Street, Kingswood, Bristol, BS15 0DR. 

Copies of the consultation documents are available from 8.45am - 5pm Mondays to Wednesdays and 
8.45am - 4.30pm Thursdays and Fridays, at the following Council One-Stop Shops: 

 Thornbury Library, St Mary Street, Thornbury, BS35 2AA 

 Yate, Kennedy Way, BS37 4DQ (access via West Walk) 

 Kingswood Civic Centre, High Street, Kingswood, BS15 9TR 

 Patchway Hub, Rodway Road, Patchway, BS34 5PE 

Electronic copies will also be available at all South Gloucestershire libraries. A list of all the 
libraries, including information on opening hours is available on the Council’s website at 
www.southglos.gov.uk/libraries. 

http://www.southglos.gov.uk/PSPconsultation
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/PSPconsultation
mailto:PlanningLDF@southglos.gov.uk
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/libraries
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All representations must be received by no later than close of business on 8th January 2016. 

A public drop-in event will also be held on Monday 14 December 2015 in Committee Room 2 at 
Kingswood Civic Centre from 4pm – 8pm. Officers from the Strategic Planning Policy Team will be 
on hand to answer any questions on the consultation paper, supporting documentation or any other 
questions you may have on the PSP Plan. 

  

Local Green Space Designation 

For information regarding Local Green Space Designation (LGS), an update is now available on the 
Council’s website at www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15. 

  

Next steps 

The Council will consider all responses and suggested allocations to this consultation and bring 
forward a revised Proposed Submission Policies, Sites and Places Plan for formal public consultation 
(in line with Regulations 19, 20 and 35 of the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) 
Regulations 2012) in the summer 2016. 

All representations made during the summer 2015 consultation on the Proposed Submission version 
of the PSP Plan (dated March 2015) will also be made available online. All of the comments 
received will still be taken into consideration. The Council will write to all respondents asking for 
confirmation that they still wish their comments to be considered by the Inspector, therefore 
avoiding the need to re-submit the representations again. 

Updates on the progress of the Plan (including LGS) can be found on the Council’s website at 
www.southglos.gov.uk/policiessitesandplaces. 

The information collected as part of this consultation will be used by the Council in accordance 
with the data protection principles in the Data Protection Act 1998. The purposes for collecting this 
data are: to assist in plan making; and to contact you, if necessary, regarding the planning 
consultation process. Some of the data may be made public as it will form part of the evidence 
base used to inform the creation of planning policy documents. The above purposes may require 
public disclosure of any data received on the response form, in accordance with the Freedom of 
Information Act 2000. 

If you would like any further information, please contact the Strategic Planning Policy Team at 
PlanningLDF@southglos.gov.uk and on 01454 863469. 

Yours faithfully 

  

Patrick Conroy 

Strategic Planning Policy & Specialist Advice Team Manager  
South Gloucestershire Council 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.southglos.gov.uk/lgsd15
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/policiessitesandplaces
mailto:PlanningLDF@southglos.gov.uk
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Appendix 22: Online response form 

 

 

 

Policies Sites and Places Plan 
(November 2015) 

 

Response Form 

 

Ref: 

 

PSP Nov 15 

 

(For official use only)  

  

 

Please return to: Strategic Planning Policy and Specialist Advice Team, South Gloucestershire Council, 

Department for Environment and Community Services  

PO Box 299, Civic Centre, High Street, Kingswood, Bristol, BS15 0DR  

 

Email to: planningLDF@southglos.gov.uk 

 

Responses must be received by 8th January 2016 

 

The  Policies, Sites and Places Plan is available to view online: www.southglos.gov.uk/policiessitesandplaces  

1. Personal Details (or client details if applicable)  2. Agent’s Details (if applicable) 

Title      

   

First Name      

   

Last Name      

   

Job Title       

(where relevant)  

Organisation        

(where relevant)  

Address Line 1       

   

Line 2       

mailto:planningLDF@southglos.gov.uk
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/policiessitesandplaces
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Line 3       

   

Post Code      

   

Telephone Number      

  

E-mail Address       

  

Ref Number (if known)      

 

(IF YOU PROVIDE AN EMAIL ADDRESS WE WILL USE THIS TO CONTACT YOU) 

Please note that responses received, including personal details, cannot be kept confidential. From time to time we 

may contact you to seek your views about other planning consultations and projects.  Periodically, you may also be 

invited to give us your views about our service.The information collected as part this consultation will also be used by the 

Council in accordance with the data protection principles in the Data Protection Act 1998. The purposes for collecting this 

data are: to assist in plan making; and to contact you, if necessary, regarding the planning consultation process. Some of the 

data may be made public as it will form part of the evidence base used to inform the creation of planning policy documents. 

The above purposes may require public disclosure of any data received on the response form, in accordance with the 

Freedom of Information Act 2000.  

Consultation Questions: 
 

Question 1: If commenting on a particular site, location, rural village or settlement please state 

which: 
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PART 1: Context 
 

Question 2: It is considered that the development industry’s ability to deliver an annual supply of 

2,100 homes per year is not feasible or practical, therefore do you support the council’s approach to 

calculating the 5 year housing requirement? 

 

 

We are keen to understand what growth can be delivered in locations, such as Yate, Chipping 

Sodbury and Thornbury where allocations are already in place and are being constructed. 

Question 3: Can the market support additional site allocations in these towns?  

 

 

Question 4: Will additional allocations impact on the planned construction rates of existing allocated 

sites in these towns?  

 

 

Question 5: What comment do you have on the council’s approach to ensuring it confirms with the 

Duty to Co-operate (DTC)? 

 

 

PART 2: Approach to selecting sites for additional housing through the 

PSP Plan 
 

Question 6: To ensure delivery within a 5 year timescale, do you agree with the 150 dwelling limit 

and the basis for how the Council has arrived at this? 
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Question 7: Do you have any comments on the soundness of this sequential approach for assessing 

potential housing sites?   

 

 

Question 8: Do you consider any other rural villages or settlements should be subject to the 

sustainable access to key services and facilities assessment? 

(Please refer to the South Gloucestershire Rural Villages and Settlements Topic Paper (2015) if you 

require further details of this assessment process) 

 

 

Question 9: Do you agree with the range of key services and facilities used for the assessment of 

sustainable access? 

(Please refer to the South Gloucestershire Rural Villages and Settlements Topic Paper (2015) if you 

require further details of this assessment) 

 

 

Question 10: Do you agree with the ranking of the rural villages and settlements? 

(Please refer to the South Gloucestershire Rural Villages and Settlements Topic Paper (2015) if you 

require further details of this assessment process, scoring and ranking) 

 

 

Question 11: Do you have any comment on Step 2?  

 

 

Question 12: Do you have any other comments on the assessment process set out in Part 2?  

 

 

Questions 13: Do you have any comments on the proposed SEA/SA approach and process? 

 

 

Question 14: Do you have any other comments on this consultation paper: 
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Data protection 

The information collected as part this consultation will also be used by the Council in accordance 

with the data protection principles in the Data Protection Act 1998. The purposes for collecting this 

data are: to assist in plan making; and to contact you, if necessary, regarding the planning 

consultation process. Some of the data may be made public as it will form part of the evidence base 

used to inform the creation of planning policy documents. The above purposes may require public 

disclosure of any data received on the response form, in accordance with the Freedom of 

Information Act 2000. 

About You 

If you are responding as an individual, please answer the following optional questions about 

yourself. The information you supply will help us to analyse the results of this survey and to ensure 

we understand the views of different people. Responses to these questions will remain confidential; 

individuals will not be identified and personal details will not be published. 

 

How old are you? 

 18 and under 

 19 - 24 

 25 – 44 

 45 - 64 

 65 - 74 

 75 and over 

 Prefer not to say 
 

Are you? 

 Female 

 Male 

 Prefer not to say 
 

Please tell us your ethnic origin: 

 Arab 

 Asian/Asian British – Bangladeshi 

 Asian/Asian British – Indian 

 Asian/Asian British – Pakistani 

 Asian/Asian British – Chinese 

 Asian/Asian British – Other (please state) 

 Black/African/Caribbean/Black British – African 

 Black/African/Caribbean/Black British – Caribbean 

 Black/African/Caribbean/Black British – Other (please state) 

 Gypsy or Traveller 

 Mixed/Multiple Ethnic Groups – White & Asian 
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 Mixed/Multiple Ethnic Groups – White & Black African 

 Mixed/Multiple Ethnic Groups – White & Black Caribbean 

 Mixed/Multiple Ethnic Groups – Other (please state) 

 White – English/Welsh/Scottish/Northern Irish/British 

 White – Irish 

 White – Other (please state) 

 Other ethnic group (please state) 

 Prefer not to say 
Other, please specify:          

 

Do you consider yourself to be disabled? 

 Yes 

 No 

 Prefer not to say 
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Appendix 23: A “Plan Guide” to the consultation 
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Appendix 24: PSP38 response form 

 

 

 

 

Policies Sites and Places Plan (November 2015) 

 

POLICY PSP38 -  

Internal Space and accessibility standards for 

new dwellings 

 

Response Form 

Ref: 

 

PSP38 Nov 15 

 

(For official use only)  

  

 

Please return to: Strategic Planning Policy and Specialist Advice Team, South Gloucestershire Council, 

Department for Environment and Community Services  

PO Box 299, Civic Centre, High Street, Kingswood, Bristol, BS15 0DR  

 

Email to: planningLDF@southglos.gov.uk 

 

Responses must be received by 8th January 2016 

 

The  Policies, Sites and Places Plan & revised policy PSP 38 is available to view online: 
www.southglos.gov.uk/policiessitesandplaces  

1. Personal Details (or client details if applicable)  2. Agent’s Details (if applicable) 

Title      

   

First Name      

   

Last Name      

   

Job Title       

(where relevant)  

Organisation        

mailto:planningLDF@southglos.gov.uk
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/policiessitesandplaces


South Gloucestershire Local Plan: Policies, Sites and Places Plan 
Report of Engagement and Main Issues - March 2015-May 2016 

 

103 
 

(where relevant)  

Address Line 1       

   

Line 2       

   

Line 3       

   

Post Code      

   

Telephone Number      

  

E-mail Address       

  

Ref Number (if known)      

 

(IF YOU PROVIDE AN EMAIL ADDRESS WE WILL USE THIS TO CONTACT YOU) 

Please note that responses received, including personal details, cannot be kept confidential. From time to time we 

may contact you to seek your views about other planning consultations and projects.  Periodically, you may also be 

invited to give us your views about our service.The information collected as part this consultation will also be used by the 

Council in accordance with the data protection principles in the Data Protection Act 1998. The purposes for collecting this 

data are: to assist in plan making; and to contact you, if necessary, regarding the planning consultation process. Some of the 

data may be made public as it will form part of the evidence base used to inform the creation of planning policy documents. 

The above purposes may require public disclosure of any data received on the response form, in accordance with the 

Freedom of Information Act 2000.  

Consultation Question: 
 

PLEASE ONLY USE THIS FORM FOR COMMENTS IN RESPECT OF REVISED POLICY 

PSP38 – INTERNAL SPACE AND ACCESSIBILITY STANDARDS FOR NEW 

DWELLINGS AND THE SUPPORTING EVIDENCE DOCUMENT. 

 

Please provide any comments in respect of the revised policy PSP38, the proposed supporting text 

and the accompanying evidence in the box provided below: 
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Data protection 

The information collected as part this consultation will also be used by the Council in accordance 

with the data protection principles in the Data Protection Act 1998. The purposes for collecting this 

data are: to assist in plan making; and to contact you, if necessary, regarding the planning 

consultation process. Some of the data may be made public as it will form part of the evidence base 

used to inform the creation of planning policy documents. The above purposes may require public 

disclosure of any data received on the response form, in accordance with the Freedom of 

Information Act 2000. 

About You 

If you are responding as an individual, please answer the following optional questions about 

yourself. The information you supply will help us to analyse the results of this survey and to ensure 

we understand the views of different people. Responses to these questions will remain confidential; 

individuals will not be identified and personal details will not be published. 

How old are you? 

 18 and under 

 19 - 24 

 25 – 44 

 45 - 64 

 65 - 74 

 75 and over 

 Prefer not to say 
Are you? 

 Female 

 Male 

 Prefer not to say 

  
Please tell us your ethnic origin: 

 Arab 

 Asian/Asian British – Bangladeshi 

 Asian/Asian British – Indian 

 Asian/Asian British – Pakistani 

 Asian/Asian British – Chinese 

 Asian/Asian British – Other (please state) 

 Black/African/Caribbean/Black British – African 

 Black/African/Caribbean/Black British – Caribbean 

 Black/African/Caribbean/Black British – Other (please state) 

 Gypsy or Traveller 

 Mixed/Multiple Ethnic Groups – White & Asian 

 Mixed/Multiple Ethnic Groups – White & Black African 
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 Mixed/Multiple Ethnic Groups – White & Black Caribbean 

 Mixed/Multiple Ethnic Groups – Other (please state) 

 White – English/Welsh/Scottish/Northern Irish/British 

 White – Irish 

 White – Other (please state) 

 Other ethnic group (please state) 

 Prefer not to say 
Other, please specify:          

 

Do you consider yourself to be disabled? 

 Yes 

 No 

 Prefer not to say 
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Appendix 25: Update to iNovem consultation page 
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Appendix 26: Newspaper advert 
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Appendix 27: Summary of comments raised in relation to PSP38 
 

 

PSP38 – Internal Space and Accessibility Standards for New Dwellings 

Summary of Representations and Council Response 

Comment ID Consultee Agent 

Name Organisation Name Organisation 

1  SW Harp Planning 
Consortium 

Sean Lewis Tetlow King Planning 

Main Issues Comments Officer Response 

Viability Report Query how the Value Points in the July 2015 Adams Integra 
report were calculated. 

It is assumed that they are referring to the Economic 
Appraisal (viability) report dated April 2015. If so, then we 
the same sales figures where adopted as in the 2014 CIL 
report, as it was not considered appropriate to justify 
anything higher at the time. The value points for the 2014 
report were established through ‘on the ground research’, 
together with online work, into prevailing sales values 
across the plan area. Values are allocated to the identified 
market areas corresponding to each value point. For the 
November 2015 report we then used land registry data to 
increase these values by 4.4%.  The affordable values also 
increased, as they were based on a percentage of the 
market value. 

Support the Policy Support the Council’s evidence and intention to apply the 
standards across both market and affordable dwellings. 

Noted. Welcome. 
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Comment ID Consultee Agent 

Name Organisation Name Organisation 

2 Justin Milward Woodland Trust   

Topic Comments Officer Response 

Widen the scope of the 
policy? 

Would like the accessibility standards expanded to include 
public and green space. 

Noted. The Housing Standards Review (technical standards) 
do not extend to external space. The Council in any case 
already seeks the provision of POS through Core Strategy 
policy CS24. 

Comment ID Consultee Agent 

Name Organisation Name Organisation 

3 Susan E Green HBF   

Topic Comments Officer Response 

NPPG The Council should only adopt the higher optional 
standards by applying the criteria in the NPPG. 

The Council is content that it has complied with the NPPG 
guidance. 

Comment ID Consultee Agent 

Name Organisation Name Organisation 

1 Helen Johnstone Stroud District Council   

Topic Comments Officer Response 

Need for optional space 
standards 

With regard to need, the arguments for the introduction of 
the national space standards, and for a level playing field in 
terms of this introduction across tenures, are fairly well 
made. The document also covers the important aspect of 
the negative health and wellbeing impacts of overcrowding, 
and notes that social sector properties are far more likely 
than owner-occupied properties to be fully inhabited from 
the outset. There is also the case made that larger homes 
are more likely to be suitable to accommodation ageing 
population and attention is drawn to South 
Gloucestershire’s higher than average potential population 
growth forecast for the over 85 group (135% compared 
with 118% nationally). 
 

Noted. Welcome. The figures originate from a selection of 
S106 agreements for developments in South 
Gloucestershire. 
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The figures showing a comparison of property sizes by 
household, type and tenure are helpful in supporting the 
case made, although it isn’t clear where these figures 
originate from. 

Viability & Affordability With regard to viability, the impact of adopting the space 
standard will need to be considered as part of the PSP 
Plan’s viability assessment and will need to consider the 
impact of potentially larger dwellings on land supply, 
particularly in the light of the current shortfall in short term 
land supply, and whether this will have implications for 
medium and long term land supply.  
 
With regard to the impact of space standards on 
affordability, Paragraph 8.31 suggests that it is yet to be 
confirmed that the relative value of affordable housing as a 
proportion of open market value still matches any 
affordability criteria that the Council and/or registered  
providers might impose. 

A range of housing sizes were tested, across the spread of 
sizes that Government are proposing. See Table 1 of the 
November 2015 report. 
 
 
 
In the April 2015 report it was set out in paragraph 6.10 the 
percentages of open market value that different affordable 
housing tenures were applied. The range of percentages 
reflected the fact that a lower percentage would apply in 
higher value locations, taking affordability into account. The 
percentage levels were applied following discussion with 
SGC officers.  This is a high level, albeit common, approach 
to affordable housing values, given that RPs will apply 
different revenues, taking into account their own operating 
costs. 

Comment ID Consultee Agent 

Name Organisation Name Organisation 

1  Crest Nicholson Simon Fitton Alder King 

Main Issues Comments Officer Response 

Support Space Standards We accept that new market housing will need to be 
consistent with nationally described space standards and 
we are fully aware of those standards. 

Noted. Welcome. 

M4(2) accessibility 
standards 

We are concerned at the suggestion that all units will need 
to be delivered at accessibility standard M4(2), we believe 
that this is an excessive request and further justification will 
be required from the Council as to why this is required on 
market housing.   

Noted. The NPPG states that it is ‘for local planning 
authorities to set out how they intend to approach 
demonstrating the need for requirement M4(2) and or 
M4(3) (wheelchair user dwelling). The LPAs justification is 
set out at para 5.8-5.14 of the Housing Standards evidence 
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paper. The respondent is not specific as to what further 
justification would be required.  

M4(2) wheelchair dwellings We are happy to deliver wheelchair units in appropriate 
locations where there is a clear need and end user 
identified therefore we would prefer for this requirement 
to be more flexible and considered on a site by site basis as 
part of the overall affordable housing package. Where 
there is a need for a wheelchair unit on a site we would 
welcome early engagement with the occupational health 
department in order to ensure that the property is built and 
fitted out appropriately in order to avoid the need for 
changes once constructed. 

The requirement for a certain number of affordable units to 

be delivered to comply with M4(3), as proposed by PSP38, 

would be implemented in much the same way as the 

Council’s Wheelchair Specification has been implemented 

in the past, i.e. on a site by site basis with a degree of 

flexibility.  

The SHMA is used to identify the percentage of households 

across the District in housing need and in need of 

wheelchair-user accommodation.  In assessing an 

application’s affordable housing contribution, this 

percentage of M4(3) compliant accommodation would be 

required, subject to the topography and sustainability of 

the site, as assessed by the Council’s Occupational 

Therapist.  Where a site is regarded as suitable, local 

information from the Housing Register or Occupational 

Therapist of any specific demand would be used to support 

or adjust the percentage determined by the SHMA. 

Experience has shown the difficulties of identifying 

particular individuals and tailoring a property to their 

specific needs.  Because of the length of time of the 

development process, individuals are unlikely to be able to 

commit to a particular property which would be available in 

the future when they have a present need which they may 

be able to meet in an existing property.  The delivery of a 

small number of units developed to a more general 

wheelchair standard, which could be adapted to specific 

requirements more easily and at lower cost, is preferable. 
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Policy PSP38, as proposed, provides the policy basis for the 

detail of implementation which will be set out in a revised 

Supplementary Planning Document. 

Comment ID Consultee Agent 

Name Organisation Name Organisation 

1  David Wilson Homes Rob Duff ETP Ltd 

Main Issues Comments Officer Response 

Need The PSP – Housing Standards – Nov 15 paper makes 
reference to studies elsewhere…which indicate that a lack 
of housing space can affect health. This is not a local 
assessment…no evidence is presented to illustrate that the 
size of new dwellings in South Gloucestershire is harmful in 
anyway…from this the Council jumps to the conclusion that 
there is a need to apply the NDSS. This is a fundamental 
error. 

NPPG para 20 states that, ‘where a need for internal space 
standards is identified, local planning authorities provide 
justification for requiring internal space standards…[and] 
take account of…: need (evidence on size and type of 
dwellings currently being built…to ensure the impacts can 
properly be assessed, for example, to consider the impact 
on starter homes), viability (inc affordability) and timing.  
South Gloucestershire Council has long been concerned 
that space standards, particularly at the lower end of the 
spectrum, both new build and conversions are often 
proposed below acceptable living standards. The Council 
would also argue that, the Government clearly accepts that 
there is a role for Nationally Described [minimum] space 
standards (presumably as it accepts the link with impacts 
on health & wellbeing) or it would not have allowed any 
such setting. 
 
South Gloucestershire is characterised by its diversity, 
comprising areas of deprivation in its inner suburbs to 
wealthy rural communities. Health & Wellbeing issues are 
similarly varied.  
 
The evidence presented thus shows that developers are 
providing units below the NDSS in South Gloucestershire 
and the poor housing and space standards have 
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implications for health & wellbeing, i.e. it has identified ‘a 
need’.  The NPPG does not state what evidence is required 
to identify a need (beyond what is being built) nor that it 
should be ‘local’ in nature. The Council would in any case 
argue that the harmful impacts of poor space standards are 
as relevant in South Gloucestershire as anywhere else and 
it would be wholly onerous and unreasonable to expect 
LPAs to demonstrate a local link between space standards 
and health & wellbeing.  
 
The Council thus argues that Mr Duffs assertions are a 
misrepresentation of the NPPG guidance.  

Viability The Council has failed to take account of the reduced rent 
prices (by 1% per year) for affordable housing and the Right 
to Buy. 

The application of market value percentages to calculate 
affordable revenues is inevitably a broad brush approach, 
but one that is commonly used in the industry. Second, 
whilst the rents may reduce by 1% per annum for four 
years, the price paid by the RP depends on a number of 
factors, not least the investment rate that is used. If this 
was to reduce over the period, then the affordable values 
could rise, in spite of the cap on rents. 
 
It is our understanding that Right to Buy is intended to 
improve the affordability of housing. 
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Appendix 24: PSP38 response form 

 

Community  

Aspirations, relevant to land use planning, have been identified with our communities through 

consultation in preparing the Plan. These community aspirations are set out below.  

Acton Turville Parish 

No community aspirations have been identified through the PSP Plan 

 

Almondsbury Parish 

Ensure adequate primary school places are available at Almondsbury school 

Improvements in the rural transport network to complement the transport network 

in the urban areas 

Provision of village shops/post office within the villages 

Provision of new playing fields/green spaces 

 

Alveston Parish 

No community aspirations have been identified through the PSP Plan 

 

Aust Parish 

Provision of allotments 

Provision of a play area 

Support for delivery of a Park and Ride scheme by re-using the Greenacres site, 

and/or re-use the site for the provision of the above uses 

Removal of wide load lay-by to improve safety/visibility 

Off street parking for commuters and car sharers to avoid parking on Passage 

Road near its junction with the A403, and in the main street of Aust village 

If and when a new power station at Oldbury is constructed, seek the appropriate 

routing of construction and other traffic 

 

Badminton Parish 

No community aspirations have been identified through the PSP Plan 
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Bitton Parish 

Enhance the maintenance and signage of Bridleways/Public Rights of  

Way 

Re-development of brownfield sites with appropriate community infrastructure 

New play area(s) 

Provision of a community and youth building 

Multifunctional space with access to all throughout the Parish 

Accommodation suitable for older people and smaller households  

Support the principle of the extension of the Avon Valley Railway towards Bath, 

alongside the existing Bristol to Bath cycle/walkway 

 

Bradley Stoke Parish 

Enhanced public transport 

Ensure adequate parking provision throughout the town 

Seek sufficient health facilities in the town 

Seek sufficient sports and leisure facilities 

Seek additional leisure facilities - new cinema/theatre 

Seek additional recreational areas and facilities – new public park, new 

allotments and remembrance garden 

Seek additional recreational, leisure youth facilities – BMX / MTB track and skate 

park 

 

Charfield Parish 

Measures to reduce speed and provision of crossing facilities 

Provision of a greater number and range of retail facilities 

Seek improvements to road and pedestrian safety  

Seek provision of youth facilities 

Seek provision of allotments 

Seek provision of local GP health facilities 

Seek provision of café 

Seek pedestrian and cycleway links to neighbouring towns and villages 
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Accommodation suitable for older people and smaller households 

Investigate the delivery of a Rural Exception Site subject to a local need for 

affordable housing being identified through a Housing Needs Survey in 

accordance with Core Strategy CS19 Rural Exception Sites. 

 

Cold Ashton Parish 

No community aspirations have been identified through the PSP Plan 

 

Cromhall Parish 

Creation of a focal point for the community 

Seek opportunities to consolidate or relocate community facilities in more 

accessible location/s 

Seek improvements to local pedestrian access to facilities 

Accommodation suitable for  older people, smaller households and self- build 

 

Dodington Parish 

Seek opportunities to improve road and pedestrian safety through new 

development 

Increase in number of single storey dwelling units in new housing development 

Seek opportunities to increase capacity of community meeting space 

Seek opportunities to improve and increase the capacity of formal and informal 

recreational facilities 

 

 

Downend and Bromley Parish 

Seek an increase in smaller, single storey dwelling units for older people 

Seek increase in provision of sport facilities for young people 

Seek opportunities to increase capacity of community meeting space in Bromley 

Heath 

Seek provision of local GP health facilities 

Seek to ensure that future development is carried out sympathetically and in 

keeping 
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Doynton Parish 

Seek improvements to road and pedestrian safety 

Additional and improved leisure facilities 

Accommodation suitable for smaller households 

 

Dyrham and Hinton Parish 

Protect and enhance village hall's role as focus for community 

Accommodation suitable for smaller households/starter homes e.g. 1-2 

bedrooms or self-build  

Investigate the delivery of a Rural Exception Site subject to a local need for 

affordable housing being identified through a Housing Needs Survey in 

accordance with Core Strategy CS19 Rural Exception Sites. 

 

Falfield Parish 

Improved public transport and links to nearby towns and village centres 

Seek additional and improvement of community facilities; in particular for play 

Ensure sufficient health, education and other facilities are available 

Seek improvements to road safety for cyclists and pedestrians 

Accommodation suitable for smaller households and older people (single story 

dwellings). 

 

Filton Parish 

Sufficient primary school places 

Protect and enhance facilities and accommodation for elderly people 

Make provision for smaller affordable lifetime homes 

Retain and enhance Engineering and Aerospace technology employment 

Regeneration project for the shopping area that fronts A38 from the Vets leading 

down to Church Road 

Seek improvements to the shopping area near the Bulldog Public House on 

Filton Ave, Northville 

 

Frampton Cotterell Parish 
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Promote and protect local sense of identity 

Promote and protect suitable design in new development 

Ensure sufficient suitable health facilities are available 

Increased provision of and improvements to safe cyclist and pedestrian routes 

Seek opportunities to improve local streets and public places to introduce safe 

places for play 

Improvements to road and pedestrian safety measures, especially along routes 

which link residential areas and community facilities 

Identify and protect buildings worthy of local listing 

Promote and protect locally important landscape and street scape features; 

specifically green verges and pennant stone walls 

Support for Community Green Energy projects 

Promote small scale employment workshop units 

Support for schemes which enhance visual amenity, pedestrian safety and 

recreational value of spaces along highways  

Seek opportunities to create shared space and aesthetic improvements in 

residential areas which improve residential amenity and protect pedestrian and 

cyclist safety 

Identify features of the built and natural environment which are most valued; 

these should be protected 

Support planting of species which reflect local horticultural heritage 

Increase capacity of community space in the Pavilion, School Road 

Retain surplus school facilities for community use  

Provision of additional playing fields 

Protect areas of recognised wildlife value 

Provision of facilities and activities for young people 

Accommodation for smaller households, starter homes and self-build 

 

Hanham Abbots Parish 

Promote and protect locally important landscape features, such as dry stone 

walls 

 

Hanham Parish 
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Ensure adequate parking provision especially in town centre 

Improve traffic flow on main road highway infrastructure 

Support a Park & Ride site close to Hanham 

Promote and protect locally important landscape and streetscape features, 

especially pennant stone walls 

 

Hawkesbury Parish 

Improvements in traffic speed and parking 

Better broadband speed 

Improved public transport links 

Introduce gas supply to village 

Keep existing facilities such as shop, post office, school and pubs 

Investigate the delivery of a Rural Exception Site subject to a local need for 

affordable housing being identified through a Housing Needs Survey in 

accordance with Core Strategy CS19 Rural Exception Sites. 

 

Hill Parish 

No community aspirations have been identified through the PSP Plan 

 

Horton Parish 

Accommodation suitable for smaller households (1-2 bed) 

 

Iron Acton Parish 

Improved public transport links 

Ensure highway infrastructure is suitable for traffic demand 

Ensure drainage and water supply infrastructure is suitable 

Accommodation suitable for older people, smaller households and self-build 

(Iron Acton) 

Investigate the delivery of a Rural Exception Site subject to a local need for 

affordable housing being identified through a Housing Needs Survey in 

accordance with Core Strategy CS19 Rural Exception Sites. 
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Little Sodbury Parish 

No community aspirations have been identified through the PSP Plan 

 

Mangotsfield Parish 

Ensure highway infrastructure is suitable for traffic demand 

Ensure local highway infrastructure and parking provision are suitable for traffic 

demand 

Provision of a link road between Emersons Green and M4 

Secure suitable allotment provision 

Provision of adequate library facilities 

Provision of built leisure facilities including for swimming 

Provision of facilities for young people 

Provision of public transport links between Emersons Green and Southmead 

Hospital 

 

Marshfield Parish 

Support for Community Green Energy initiatives and projects 

Ensure adequate and suitable car parking to support village centre 

Relocation and upgrade of doctor surgery 

Ensure adequate primary school places are available 

Improved public transport to access facilities out of village 

Investigate the delivery of a Rural Exception Site subject to a local need for 

affordable housing being identified through a Housing Needs Survey in 

accordance with Core Strategy CS19 Rural Exception Sites. 

 

Oldbury on Severn Parish 

Ensure appropriate flood management arrangements are in place 

Accommodation suitable for older people, families (3-4 bed) and smaller 

households (1-2 bed) 

Concern has been expressed about the embryonic proposals for the new nuclear 

build 
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Investigate the delivery of a Rural Exception Site subject to a local need for 

affordable housing being identified through a Housing Needs Survey in 

accordance with Core Strategy CS19 Rural Exception Sites. 

Oldbury on Severn parish council has confirmed its view that limited additional 

homes are needed through changes to the settlement boundary, and possibly 

the Green Belt, and/or a Rural Housing Exception Site to meet local needs.  

However, following extensive community engagement, due to flood risk and 

heritage issues it has not been possible to identify a site at this time.  In order to 

identify any potential sites, a detailed Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA2) is 

needed.  As a result the Parish Council supports retaining the existing settlement 

boundary but seeks an undertaking from the Council that it will proactively 

consider the option to deliver the SFRA2 with the objective of meeting the future 

aspirations of the parish through the Joint Strategic Plan and Local Plan review 

process. 

 

Oldland Parish 

No community aspirations have been identified through the PSP Plan 

 

Olveston Parish 

Accommodation suitable for older people (people wishing to downsize) and 

smaller households 

Improved public transport links with Thornbury and Bristol at suitable times of the 

day/night 

Improved drainage  

Improve traffic and parking arrangements in Olveston and Tockington 

Increase provision and capacity of burial ground 

Provision of recreation ground and play area in village 

Investigate the delivery of a Rural Exception Site subject to a local need for 

affordable housing being identified through a Housing Needs Survey in 

accordance with Core Strategy CS19 Rural Exception Sites. 

 

Patchway Parish 

Ensure highway infrastructure is suitable for traffic demand and road, cyclist and 

pedestrian safety 

Ensure connections develop to integrate Charlton Hayes residents into existing 

communities 

Protect and enhance where possible existing community facilities 
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Enhance indoor and outdoor sport and recreation facilities 

Supportive of retention and expansion of existing Gypsy & Travellers site 

 

Pilning and Severn Beach Parish 

Modernise and increase capacity of village hall 

 

Pucklechurch Parish 

Improve public transport and pedestrian/cyclist links and routes, particularly to 

and from Emersons Green 

Modernise and increase capacity of existing village hall 

Retain and protect employment land 

Provision of suitable sports facilities 

Support suitable development at Oaktree Avenue 

Seek a new community hall in Shortwood 

Provision of new facilities for young people 

Improve access to facilities for people with disabilities and pushchair users 

Accommodation suitable for older people 

Provision of suitable sewerage infrastructure 

Ensure there is good public transport 

Appropriate management of traffic on local highway infrastructure 

 

Rangeworthy Parish 

Provision of suitable sewerage infrastructure 

Ensure there is good public transport 

Appropriate management of traffic on local highway infrastructure 

Provision of allotments 

Provision of recreation facilities for young people 

Accommodation suitable for older people wishing to downsize 

 

Rockhampton Parish 

Suitable land drainage system and protection from flooding 
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Measures to control impacts of construction from Oldbury power station 

development 

Affordable accommodation, suitable for young families from the local area, is 

seen as a priority 

 

Siston Parish 

Provision of additional allotments 

Provision of a multi-use sports facility 

Ensure suitable maintenance of community facilities and open spaces 

Protection of condition of Commons 

Wish to consider change of use from safeguarded employment at Chapel Lane 

to residential 

Accommodation for older people, smaller households and self-build 

Warden controlled sheltered accommodation with guest accommodation and 

facilities 

 

Sodbury Parish 

Provision of a community building in town centre with town council offices 

Provision of allotments 

Development of Old Sodbury School 

Accommodation for smaller households/starter homes e.g. 1-2 bedrooms. 

Area of land behind Community Orchard to be reclassified to enable 

development as a Car Park for visitors to the town 

Consider provision of on-site parking/dropping off point at St John's Mead School 

 

Stoke Gifford Parish 

Enhance and improve the range and availability of community/sports facilities 

across the parish 

Recognition of the draft Town Centre proposals 

 

Thornbury Parish 

Ensure sufficient facilities and infrastructure to support the large scale 

development already permitted  
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Protect the visual amenity and open character of some areas in the town 

Protect and enhance long term employment opportunities 

Provision of extra care housing, new hospital and health facility  

Provision of single storey dwellings in new residential developments 

Land at the rear of the Sixth Form Centre be available to allow the school to 

expand and develop particularly in view of the number of new houses already 

planned for Thornbury. 

 

Tormarton Parish 

Ensure safe and sufficient parking provision 

Provision of a park and share facility 

Accommodation suitable for young families (2-3 bed) 

 

Tortworth Parish 

Support and protect viability of Tortworth school and other community activities 

Ensure highway infrastructure is suitable for traffic demand and improvements in 

road safety 

 

Tytherington Parish 

Ensure suitable drainage and sewerage infrastructure to support growth in 

development 

Provision of suitable modern communication infrastructure 

Accommodation suitable for older people and smaller households to allow older 

people from all parts of the community to stay in the community 

 

Unparished areas of Kingswood and Staple Hill 

Provision of more and better quality open spaces in older areas 

Whitfield Tabernacle to be turned into a centrepiece for Kingswood and form part 

of a Wesley Heritage Trail 

Significant local buildings which are standing vacant to be brought back into use 

Improvements shop fronts and the public realm including promotion of disabled 

access 

Improvements to public toilets and public transport waiting facilities 
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Support the evening economy, through lighting and public transport provision 

Pursue opportunities to centralise community facilities 

Improve bus links to hospitals 

 

Westerleigh Parish 

Provision of allotments 

Better access to medical services 

Improvements in public transport 

Accommodation suitable for smaller households and starter homes 

 

Wick and Abson Parish 

Provision of hydroelectric system in local nature reserve 

Protect local nature reserve 

Provision and improvement of community facilities 

Accommodation for smaller households (1-3 bed) and self-build (Wick) 

The Parish Council would welcome and engage with any restoration of Wick 

Quarry into a sustainable concern. The Parish Council sees that a plan led 

approach using a consultative approach would lead to the best outcome for the 

community and the wildlife habitats. The Parish Council recognises that the 

quarry site offers potential opportunities for employment, academic research and 

educational leisure activities. However, this would have to be balanced by the 

existing constraints, including the site’s Green Belt status, and the existing 

planning permission for the restoration of the quarry. The Parish Council 

acknowledges that, subject to overcoming all other planning constraints, the 

restoration of the quarry to maximise its benefits for biodiversity is best delivered 

through partnership working with key stakeholders, appropriate ecological 

surveys and a landscape and ecological management plan as part of any 

planning application 

Investigate the delivery of a Rural Exception Site subject to a local need for 

affordable housing being identified through a Housing Needs Survey in 

accordance with Core Strategy CS19 Rural Exception Sites. 

 

Wickwar Parish 

Ensure highway infrastructure is suitable for traffic demand and improvements in 

road safety 

Ensure provision of adequate and suitable infrastructure 
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Increase and promote use of open space for outdoor sport and recreation 

activities 

 

Winterbourne Parish 

Ensure provision of adequate and suitable infrastructure to support any future 

growth 

Provision and improvement of public open space for informal leisure and 

community activities as well as formal open space and facilities for outdoor sport  

Recognise adopted Village Design Statements 

Accommodation for young people (1-2 bed)  

Provision and improvement of play area and open space at Winterbourne Down 

 

Yate Parish 

Improvements to local highway infrastructure and public transport to improve 

traffic flow and links to key destinations 

Protection of open spaces 

Increase opportunities for small firms, self-employed and independent retailers to 

establish themselves 

Identify and protect sites for community infrastructure 

Protection of important heritage and conservation sites 

Support for an arts venue at Elswick Park (formerly Sea Stores)  

Support for integrated sports facility at YOSC 

Enhance existing community buildings 

Provision of additional allotments 

Provision of facilities for older people 

Provision of large venue for worship 

Increase health provision in central location 

Increase employment opportunities in existing industrial estates by intensifying 

retail related manufacturing and assembly 

Improvements to facilities at Yate Station 

 


