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Department for Environment and Community Services 
 

DODINGTON - Rodford Way U-turn prohibition  
Feedback Statement 

 
         

Purpose of the report 

This report provides a response and feedback for the consultation carried out 
in February 2017 about proposals to implement a permanent traffic regulation 
order to prohibit (or ban) vehicles making U-turn manoeuvres. This would 
apply to numerous breaks in the central reservation at junctions along Rodford 
Way, a single lane dual carriageway that bisects Dodington and Yate 
residential areas. 

 
Background 

Concerns have been raised by both Parish Council and local residents about 
the problem of vehicles making U-turn’s along Rodford Way. 

There is a history of collisions resulting in injuries at junctions along Rodford 
Way and one contributing factor may be the complex variety of turning 
manoeuvres that can be undertaken on this dual carriageway that was 
originally built to full two lane standard but latterly reduced in width to provide   
vehicle parking and on carriageway cycle lanes. 

Initially concerns were centred on eastbound vehicles accessing schools on 
Kelston Close by U-turning at Abbotswood. The physical island constructed to 
dissuade this behaviour is intended to be supported with a legal restriction 
and signs at Abbotswood.  

The proposal has since been broadened to include a number of other 
junctions covered by this legal restriction in response to residents’ concerns 
voiced over a wider area. This was made possible through a second scheme 
being promoted to the South Gloucestershire Council capital programme 
through the area forum in 2016.  

It should be noted that there is insufficient funding to consider physical islands 
like that installed at Abbotswood and so the additional junctions will be 
restricted by signs and legal order only. It is also impractical to ban U-turning 
within the side roads themselves. 

The whole restriction proposed would extend from Abbotswood junction to the 
Scott Way / Heron Way roundabout and so include: Abbotswood, Glenfall, 
Bredon, Sundridge Park, Dovecote and at the eastern end of the physical 
central reservation. This will apply to eastbound traffic only. 

The restriction anticipates that eastbound traffic will utilise the roundabout 
junction with Scott Way & Heron Way to return in a westbound direction. In 
doing so, the scheme avoids displacement of potentially dangerous 
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manoeuvres being carried out further along Rodford Way at breaks in the 
central reservation.  

There remains a requirement to provide illuminated signs where the 
restrictions are bought into force. 

Purpose of the scheme 

• To address concerns held by Frome Vale Area Forum, Councillors and 
residents about inappropriate U-turn manoeuvres made to access 
property and schools in Kelston Close. 

• To avoid U-turn manoeuvres being displaced to nearby roads. 

• To contribute to ongoing improvements to personal injury rates. 
 
Result of the consultation 

The consultation plan was viewed 83 times and the statement of reasons was 
viewed 72 times. 

22 responses were recorded which included support from Dodington Parish 
Council and a response from the police who had reservations about a reliance 
on legal enforcement. 

16 respondents (73%) said they would support the proposal to implement a 
signed U-turn prohibition, whilst 6 (27%) said they did not support the 
proposal presented. 
 
Responding to a specific question in the online questionnaire or by providing 
unqualified support, only 9 respondents (41%) indicated they would support a 
ban for eastbound traffic only. 13 (59%) would not, though 6 (27%) of those that 
would not, either wanted the scheme to also cover westbound traffic or go 
further still with physical prevention measures such as closing central 
reservation gaps.  Therefore the majority of people who responded would 
support some intervention, and on this basis the scheme will proceed.  

Whilst some respondents would like to see the number of junctions concerned 
expanded to include those west of Abbotswood or closing the gaps entirely, 
the current budget limitations preclude that. 

In response to questions arising about enforcement of the restrictions, this will 
be a matter for the police. Failing to comply with a traffic sign may carry a 
penalty of three points which may remain on a driving record for four years. The 
police prefer self-enforcing schemes to avoid additional pressure on their 
limited resources. 

 

Next steps 

Before the prohibition can be brought into effect we will publish a statutory 
notice inviting formal comments to the proposals. Once the formal comments 
have been considered, a decision will be made about programming any 
installation work. If the proposals are adopted, the legal Traffic Regulation 
Order would then be made operative to coincide with completion of sign 
installation. 
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Related schemes 

The 2017/18 Capital Programme includes a scheme to upgrade the advisory 
cycle lanes on Rodford Way to mandatory cycle lanes. This would 
complement the restriction on U-turns by reducing available carriageway width 
for a vehicle to make the manoeuvre. The consultation for those proposals will 
be undertaken later in 2017/18. 

 

Timescale 

Subject to comments received during the statutory notice advertisement 
period later in 2017, it is anticipated that physical measures would be 
implemented during 2018.  

 
Additional information and Council response: 
 
Comments: 
 
1) Although U-turns were initially reported as a concern at school collection 

and drop off times, there is also evidence of very poor U-turning practice at 
other times therefore a consistent “at any time” approach would be adopted. 

 
2) The limitation of scheme budget and scope prevent expansion beyond the 

current proposals. The requests to go further are noted and will be taken 
into consideration should any future investigation scheme be undertaken. 
Monitoring of any reported injuries resulting from collisions on Rodford Way 
will continue as normal.  

 
3) The potential issue of vehicles turning right into side roads and then making 

a U-turn within the side road junction cannot be overcome through signage 
alone, and would require extensive and consequently expensive, junction 
modifications. 

 
4) It is not desirable to encourage U-turn manoeuvres at gaps in a central 

reservation. The traffic movements for this are better catered for by a 
roundabout. U-turn manoeuvres at a roundabout afford the driver a safer 
environment at lower approach speeds and easier to judge gaps in traffic. 

 
5) It is recognised that the current layout allows U-turns to be made legally in 

central reservation gaps even though it may not be appropriate. 
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6) There is no intention to provide engineering features presently that might 
physically prevent drivers from performing U-turns other than the 
Abbotswood junction island already in place. To do so effectively would 
restrict access and egress from the side roads into and from Rodford Way. 
The existence of a Traffic Regulation Order and prohibition signs though 
would enable enforcement to be undertaken by the Police, as they deem 
appropriate in the absence of physical prevention. Enforcement would use 
police resource and so would be subject to prioritisation with other traffic 
enforcement obligations. The council has an expectation that the majority of 
drivers will choose not to make an illegal manoeuvre and adhere to the 
signage.  
 

7) Additional guidance road markings would be installed to help channel 
turning traffic alongside refreshed give way markings at the junctions and 
through central reservation gaps.
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Questionnaire responses: 
 

Do you support the 
proposals for a ban on 
U-turn manoeuvres 
through central 
reservation gaps 

Do you support a ban 
for eastbound traffic 
only?   

Your Comments about other 
locations & other comments 
relevant to the scheme:  

Council response 

  Banning eastbound only 
introduces ambiguity and 
uncertainty. If U-turn bans 
are going to be 
introduced it should be in 
both directions. 

In addition to banning u-turns, the gaps 
in the central reserve should be closed 
off to all vehicular traffic movements 
except cycles. The recent changes to 
the shire way/rodford way and shire 
way/sundridge park has resulted in a 
great deal of uncertainty. For instance 
drivers turning right into shire way have 
to give way now but you regularly get 
drivers wanting to turn right out of shire 
way waving or flashing lights at drivers 
waiting at the give way line asking 
them to turn right before them. This will 
lead to an accident. 

See comment 2) above 
See comment 3) above 
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Whilst Exercising on 
cycle, I use Roford Way 
from Westerleigh 
roundabout to Sunridge 
Ave, have had numerous 
near misses from 
motorists at Abbottswold 
& Glenfall crossing my 
path. 

 Noted 

This is required to 
prevent accidents at this 
jcn. 

Uturns in the westbound 
direction are less of a 
problem, as you can wait 
off the carriageway. 

 Noted 

 
 Parking of vehicles along Rodford Way 

particularly at 'school times'. 
See comment 2) above 

 
The experience of recent 
years clearly shows that 
car drivers cannot be 
trusted on this particular 
stretch of road. 

If it van be demonstrated that the 
problem is only related to certain times 
- at the start and end of the school day 
- then perhaps the restiction could 
mirror this situation 

See comment 1) above 

Would like ban on 
chargrove turning as we 
get cars doing u turns 
from Abbotswood school 
& new houses it is 
dangerous as we have 
railings there too 

It should be a u turn both 
ways 

As above I request a u turn ban on 
chargrove turning as roundabout 
approx 300 yards away which is a lot 
safer 

See comment 2) above 
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The entrance to bredon is 
a very dangerous junction 
. All mini buses for culver 
hill use our junction to u 
turn as well as parents 
from abbots wood 
school.our car has been 
nearly hit on several 
occasions from vehicles 
on this junction u turning. 
Also many children have 
had near misses when 
trying to cross 

The ban should be both 
ways . As like abbots 
wood u turning is still 
happening 

 See comment 2) above 
See comment 3) above 

I think there should be 
one place for access to 
abbotswood and kelston 
close you can make a u 
turn marked clearly 

If this happens you 
should fill in every 
junction along rodford 
way as traffic will still 
cross paths sundrige park 
to Shireway eg and traffic 
coming from abbots wood 
cross over towards 
westerleigh 

 See comment 2) above 
 
See Comment 4) above 

 
needs to be barriered 
across all juctions, only 
allowing access for buses 
to leave shireway onto 
rodford way. 

 See comment 2) above 
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Dodington Parish Council 
fully support this ban. 

 There is concern amongst councillors 
that cars that are turning right into 
Shire Way off Rodford Way - 
legitimately - may then carry out a U 
Turn at the mouth of Rodford Way.....Is 
there anyway that this can be stopped. 

See comment 2) above. 

Being the first turning 
after Kelston Close a 
huge number of drivers 
use Bredon as a turning 
point to get back to the 
school. Not only is this a 
huge number of cars, but 
also lots of larger vehicles 
such as mini buses. As I 
leave for work around 
8.30 as I turn right out of 
Bredon it can take a long 
time to get out, and you 
can never be sure if a 
vehicle is going to do a U 
turn or come into the 
street. Lots of children 
and parents are crossing 
the road walking children 
to school and several 
cars park in the entrance 
to the street obstructing 
peoples view. 

I don't believe that it is an 
issue on the other side of 
the road. 

So many parents walking children to 
school choose not to use the subways 
or crossing, but instead walk over the 
road. Can anything be done to promote 
use of the crossings? The subway at 
Abbotswood in always a mess in the 
mornings following groups of youths 
hanging around in there during the 
evenings. You can understand why 
people would rather not use it. 

See comment 2) above 
See comment 3) above 
 
Whilst theoretically a controlled crossing at road 
level may be possible, it would not be without 
significant cost implications to implement and 
maintain. Using the existing subways removes the 
potential conflict between pedestrians and 
vehicles which is arguably a greater risk to safety 
than using the existing facilities even though 
individual perception may be contrary to that. 
 
It is noted that a preference for some people to 
use road level surface crossings means there is 
existing potential for conflict between pedestrians 
and traffic despite the nearby subway. 
 
The significance of installing a new crossing and 
either closing or continuing to maintain the subway 
is beyond the limited scope of this proposal, 
requiring a more strategic level intervention.  
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 Who is going to police this scheme and 

what are the penalties ? 
As with most moving traffic violations the police 
would undertake any enforcement necessary. 
Resulting license endorsements would be in line 
with the transgression and circumstance of the 
enforcement. Failing to comply with a traffic sign 
code TS50 carries three penalty points on a 
driving record for four years. 

Would lowering the speed 
limit make the road safer. 
There has to be good 
reason for motorist 
making the junction a U 
turn spot, what are they ? 

I often pick my wife up 
from work (school) when 
travelling east it is a very 
convenient location. 
mwhy is it considered 
dangerous ? 

Does this mean vehicle have to 
continue the length of road to the 
roundabouts ? Surely this approach 
make vehicles drive further. Creating 
more air pollution, cost money, taking 
time. 

Yes vehicles would travel further with the 
disadvantages that brings. 
Lowering a speed limit in isolation would only 
improve safety if there is compliance with that 
reduced limit. Such a proposal is being looked at 
by a concurrent investigation scheme. With the 
road being built to dual carriageway standards 
with wide verges it seems unlikely there would be 
good compliance with a lower speed limit without 
significant additional measures to alter the roads 
character. 
The perceived danger arises from the multiple 
movements possible and poor positioning by 
some drivers such as hooking round the nose of 
the central reservation effectively putting them on 
the wrong side of the road and creating confusion 
for both other drivers and vulnerable pedestrians 
trying to cross. 
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Since putting in the no u 
turn at abbotswood it has 
increased at Bredon as 
this is the next junction 
along. I think I made a 
comment that I could see 
that happening at the last 
consultation. More and 
more people turning in 
front of me when I am 
trying to pull out. 
Including the school 
minibus!! 

Never seen anyone u turn 
the other way. 

 This consultation proposal aims to address the 
migration of the u-turning demand from 
Abbotswood to Bredon. 
 
Respondents report that u-turning does occur at 
other junctions too. 
 

Will result in cars turning 
into adjacent roads to 
enable them to cross 
road. Could increase 
traffic around the 
roundabout at top of 
scotts way. If u turn ban 
is to be imposed should 
be for entire length of this 
road. 

Same reasons. Waste of money in installation and 
enforcing this. Spend money on 
repairing pot holes, reducing speed 
from 40 to 30 would make this road 
safer. 

See comment 2) above 
 
Lowering a speed limit in isolation would only 
improve safety if there is compliance with that 
reduced limit. Such a proposal is being looked at 
by a concurrent investigation scheme. With the 
road being built to dual carriageway standards 
with wide verges, it seems unlikely there would be 
good compliance with a lower speed limit without 
significant additional measures to alter the roads 
character.  

 I DO NOT SEE THE SENSE IN 
FORCING ALL TRAFFIC ONTO A 
SMALL 
ROUNDABOUT ON SCOTT WAY 

The roundabout at Scott way was designed with 
capacity for the traffic volumes expected of a two 
lane dual carriageway in excess of that currently 
seen on the single carriageway layout introduced 
after the millennium. U-turn manoeuvres at a 
roundabout afford the driver a safer environment 
at lower approach speeds and easier to judge 
gaps in traffic.  
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This will never work in the 
real world. Drivers will 
either ignore the ban or 
drive further into the side 
roads, turn around & then 
turn left onto Rodford 
Way. This will increase 
moving traffic and 
congestion in the side 
roads with increased risk 
to local pedestrians and 
disturbance for the 
residents.Eastbound 
drivers who do go to the 
Scott Way/Rodford Road 
roundabout to return 
westbound will have 
priority over southbound 
traffic on Scott Way and 
westbound traffic on 
Heron Way causing 
additional congestion at 
peak times. 

 I would support the original proposal to 
ban U turns at the Abbottswood 
junction with Rodford Way and allow a 
right turn into Bredon, using the 
existing filter lane. 

See comment 3) above  
 
Congestion on Scott Way/Heron Way/Rodford 
Way roundabout is not notable. The volume of U-
turning traffic would not be a significant addition to 
a roundabout designed for two lane dual 
carriageway capacity. 

I fully support the U-Turn 
Ban on Rodford Way.  
It is dangerous because 
of all the school children 
crossing the road and it 
also causes congestion 
and potential Road Traffic 
Collisions. 

  Noted 
 

 
End 


