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Chipping Sodbury –  

Chipping Sodbury School 

Proposed 20mph speed limit 

Feedback Report 

 
Purpose of the report  
This report is to feedback the results from the recent consultation to introduce a 20mph speed 
limit in the vicinity of Chipping Sodbury School, Chipping Sodbury. 

 

Background  
South Gloucestershire Council made a resolution in September 2013 to ensure that, as far as 
practicable, all schools in South Gloucestershire are covered by a 20 mph speed limit.  This 
approach is in line with guidance from the government, which is encouraging local authorities to 
introduce 20 mph speed limits or zones, in residential areas being used by people on foot or 
bicycle. 
 
The purpose of the scheme is to reduce traffic speeds in the vicinity of Chipping Sodbury 
School, which will make walking and cycling to school more attractive. 
 
The proposed scheme is to reduce the speed limit from 30mph to 20mph along roads in the 
vicinity of the school. 
 
The following roads are affected by this scheme: 
 

 Lilliput Court 

 Lilliput Avenue 

 Bowling Road 

 Gullivers Place 

 Dodington Road  

 Claypit Hill 

 

 
A separate scheme being funded by network rail to install a speed table either side of the rail 
bridge will provide the traffic calming features that are necessary for the implementation of a 
20mph Zone.  
 

Consultation 
Details of the proposals including a plan and statement of reasons were posted on the South 
Gloucestershire website. The Council sent letters advising of the consultation to all properties 
affected by the proposed 20mph limit. In addition, notices were posted and maintained in the 
area for the 3 week consultation period. Local members, the Parish Council, emergency 
services and the School, amongst other statutory stakeholders were invited by email to view the 
consultation.  
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Feedback from the consultation 
The online consultation drawing was viewed a total of 38 times. There were 10 individuals and 
organisations that responded to the consultation.  There were 5 in favour, 4 against and 1 other 
responses. 
 
The comments received as part of the consultation have now been reviewed.  The respondents 
were asked to fill out a questionnaire with regards to the scheme, figures 1 & 2 show a 
summary of the questionnaire responses.  
 
Figure 1: 

 
 
Figure 2: 

 
 
The comments received as part of the consultation have now been reviewed.  The 
comments/concerns are summarised in appendix A. 
In light of the responses the scheme will proceed to public advertisement without any 
amendments.  

 

Future Programme 
The proposal will be forwarded to the Councils Legal Department for statutory public 
advertisement and, subject to the responses to this consultation, implemented in the 2017/18 
financial year.   
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Appendix A 

 

Comments received at Consultation Officer’s response 
Respondents who chose option A – The speed limit 

should be shorter/smaller 
 

The existing 30mph limit is ignored and not enforced, a 20 is 
therefore pointless. Too far up Claypit Hill. Will the school 
introduce road safety lessons to children cycling at high speed 
down Lilliput Avenue on the wrong side of the road? A much 
bigger risk. 

Thank you for your comments they have been 
forwarded to the Road Safety Education Team so 
that it can be raised the next time they visit the 
School. The Police already enforce 20mph speed 
limits in response to community concerns. As part of 
a separate scheme network rail are funding speed 
tables either side of the bridge. This will further help 
to reduce the speeds. Claypit Hill was included 
within the 20mph speed limit because there are 
houses along this road which children may walk to 
school from. It was also included because if we were 
to remove Claypit Hill from the proposals then the 
speed limit would go from national speed limit down 
to 30mph, then 20mph in a short space, frequent 
changes in speed limit tend to confuse drivers and 
are difficult to enforce. 

Extending to 20mph limit to Doddington Road and Claypit Hill is 
unreasonable. By including Doddington Road beyond the bridge, 
and Claypit Hill, the length is too long and will be ignored thus 
bringing the law into disrepute. Why is the council wasting money 
by proposing raised platforms either side of the bridge and a 20 
mph limit? 

Thank you for your comments. Claypit Hill and 
Dodington Road were included within the 20mph 
speed limit because there are houses along these 
roads which children may walk to school from. It was 
also included because if we were to remove Claypit 
Hill and Dodington Road from the proposals then the 
speed limit would go from national speed limit down 
to 30mph, then 20mph in a short space, frequent 
changes in speed limit tend to confuse drivers and 
are difficult to enforce. The raised platforms either 
side of the bridge are being funded by network rail. 
As part of the Great Western Main Line 
modernisation and electrification, Network Rail is 
modifying all bridges over its railway with higher 
parapets to allow the overhead electrification 
equipment to be installed and operated safely.  
Dodington Road Bridge south of Chipping Sodbury is 
to be modified with higher bridge parapets but due to 
the geometry of the bridge forward visibility will 
become restricted and may cause a road safety 
hazard therefore Network rail has given the Council 
funds to negate the road safety hazard. They are 
proposing to introduce two raised table traffic 
calming features at either end of the bridge.  This 
should reduce traffic speeds significantly mitigating 
for the reduced visibility. South Gloucestershire 
Council made a resolution in September 2013 to 
ensure that, as far as practicable, all schools in 
South Gloucestershire are covered by a 20mph 
speed limit. This approach is in line with guidance 
from the Government, which is encouraging local 
authorities to introduce 20mph speed limits or zones 
in residential areas being used by people on foot or 
bicycle. 
 

 
I do not agree the new speed limit should extend to Claypit Hill. 
Claypit Hill is not near the school. The field entrance at the bottom 
of the hill is not used by the school pupils, they access the field 

Thank you for your comments. Claypit Hill was 
included within the 20mph speed limit because there 
are houses along this road which children may walk 
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from the entrance close to the railway bridge. Drivers will tend to 
ignore the 20mph limit up Claypit Hill, they may well then ignore it 
nearer the school. As the new 20mph limit covers both sides of 
the bridge, will the proposed raised platforms no longer be 
required? They will surely now be a waste of money at a time 
when the council should be looking at all ways to reduce 
expenditure. 

to school from. It was also included because if we 
were to remove Claypit Hill from the proposals then 
the speed limit would go from national speed limit 
down to 30mph, then 20mph in a short space, 
frequent changes in speed limit tend to confuse 
drivers and are difficult to enforce.  With regards to 
the raised platforms on the bridge, as part of the 
Great Western Main Line modernisation and 
electrification, Network Rail is modifying all bridges 
over its railway with higher parapets to allow the 
overhead electrification equipment to be installed 
and operated safely.  Dodington Road Bridge south 
of Chipping Sodbury is to be modified with higher 
bridge parapets but due to the geometry of the 
bridge forward visibility will become restricted and 
may cause a road safety hazard therefore Network 
rail has given the Council funds to negate the road 
safety hazard. They are proposing to introduce two 
raised table traffic calming features at either end of 
the bridge.  This should reduce traffic speeds 
significantly mitigating for the reduced visibility. 
 

Respondents who chose option B – The speed limit 

should be longer/Larger 

 

Out into the country is fine, but might it be better to take it back, 
also, to the Bowling Hill roundabout, as it will make it safer to pass 
the parked cars along Culverhill Road and Bowling Road? It will 
also allow a continuous zone as an extension of the High 
Street/Broad Street zone, and the sign could be before (to the 
west of) the Bowling Hill roundabout making it more obvious than 
it is at present. It would (possibly and hopefully) slow the 
Kamikaze speed driving of the numerous very heavy agricultural 
vehicles that use the road these days!! Overall a much needed 
improvement. I am sure you are coordinating with Network Rail 
regarding the continuing modifications to the bridge also. 

Thank you for your comments. Culverhill Road was 
not included in the proposals because the mean 
speeds are above 24mph; the guidance levels say 
that a road should have mean speeds below 
24mph for a formal 20mph speed limit. 
For a formal 20mph speed limit to be introduced on 
this road it would mean implementing traffic calming 
measures which are beyond the remit of the scheme 
at present. 

The scheme does not go far enough to protect children heading to 
school crossing Culverhill Road. Culverhill Road has short 
visibility lines for drivers approaching the town. There are many 
parked cars which block the view of children trying to cross the 
road on the way to school and other pedestrians. Cars coming out 
of the drives and also Leamans close have visibility restricted by 
parked cars. Cars are still regularly speeding up the hill from the 
under the bypass. Cars leaving drives on the south side of 
Culverhill Road turning right have to drive on the wrong side of the 
road in the face of the speeding traffic. Having changes in speed 
limit from the outskirts of Chipping Sodbury to the centre is 
confusing, make it all there same. The 20 mph restriction should 
continue to the roundabout at the junction with the B4060. 20 mph 
signs on the roundabout should be on the Yate side. Since the 
extension of yellow lines opposite Highfield road, as I predicted in 
the last consultation, cars are now parking opposite my drive 
making turning right stressful. I have had several near misses with 
cars speeding up the hill from the underpass. The danger has 
simply been moved along Culverhill Road. Please take this 
opportunity to resolve it by introducing the 20 mph limit before 
someone crossing the road or exiting their drive is injured. 
 

Thank you for your comments. Culverhill Road was 
not included in the proposals because the mean 
speeds are above 24mph; the guidance levels say 
that a road should have mean speeds below 
24mph for a formal 20mph speed limit. 
For a formal 20mph speed limit to be introduced on 
this road it would mean implementing traffic calming 
measures which are beyond the remit of the scheme 
at present. 

The scheme should be extended back along Bowling Road to 
Bowling Hill and also along Horseshoe Lane. Substantial numbers 
of children use these routes on foot and by car on their journeys 
to and from school. 

Thank you for your comments. Culverhill Road was 
not included in the proposals because the mean 
speeds are above 24mph; the guidance levels say 
that a road should have mean speeds below 
24mph for a formal 20mph speed limit. 
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For a formal 20mph speed limit to be introduced on 
this road it would mean implementing traffic calming 
measures which are beyond the remit of the scheme 
at present. 

Respondents who chose option C – The speed limit is 

about right 

 

The scheme is 20 mph, to "make travelling to school more 
attractive" but school is closed at weekend. The statement of 
reasons says the "purpose of the scheme is to reduce traffic 
speeds in the vicinity of Chipping Sodbury School, which will 
make walking and cycling to school more attractive". I believe that 
safety should feature rather than "attractive" and that if the 
purpose is "attractiveness", then the speed limit should only apply 
during school operating hours. 

Thank you for your comments. Safety is the main 
objective and by making it safer for pedestrians and 
cyclists you in turn make it more attractive for more 
people to start walking and cycling.  

My concern is that when entering the 20 zone from the Claypitt 
Hill side, the posted speed is the national speed limit (60). My 
reading of online documentation (see link below) is that 
occasionally it may be appropriate to use a length of road with a 
reduced speed limit (e.g., 30 mph) as a transition between a 
length of road subject to a national limit and another length on 
which a lower limit is in force, for example on the outskirts of 
villages or urban areas with adjoining intermittent development. In 
this case the terminal point of the speed limit transition is located 
at the bottem of a steep gradient and a bend that reduces visibility 
coming into the new 20 zone. I would therefore propose that a 
transition zone extend up the Claypitt Hill gradient around 400 
meters (e.g., junction to Dodington Ln) to ensure a safe transition 
into the new speed zone. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachm
ent_data/file/2733/setting-local-speed-limits.pdf 

Thank you for your comments. Speed readings 
taken near the terminal signs on Claypit Hill 
recorded mean speeds of 29mph and 85th%ile 
speeds of 33mph. With entry speeds this low it is not 
necessary to introduce a buffer speed limit.  

Members of Dodington Parish Council considered this 
consultation at their meeting on 23rd November 2016 - and 
strongly support the 20mph speed limit around Chipping Sodbury 
School. The feel that it will aid safety for children that are walking 
to school - in particular using the short cuts of Lilliput Avenue, 
Gullivers Lane etc. as well as the main road outside the school 
that they have to cross. 

Thank you for your comments.  

Other Comments   

In theory a good idea, but who is going to monitor the speed?  
The current speed limit of 30 mph is often exceeded coming into 
Sodbury on the Doddington Road, we were told speed cushions 
would be laid near the bridge so this should slow the traffic down, 
but to reduce the speed down to 20mph is unrealistic.   
The roads around the school are only ever busy with pupils from 
8.15 to 9.00 in the morning and at 3.15 in the afternoon, so is this 
project really necessary. 

Thank you for your comments. The Police already 
enforce 20mph speed limits in response to 
community concerns. As part of a separate scheme 
Network Rail are funding installation of speed tables 
either side of the bridge.  
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